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Valiant  and   Magnanimous 

Don  QUIXOTE 

De  la  Mancha, 

Invincible  Knight  of  the  LIONS, 
gfo   gsfo   gjf^ 


1  Lluftrious  Hero  of  Cervantes, 
jig  not  to  be  parallel'd  for   the 
|§  Deftrudtion  of  Sheep  and  Pup- 
pets, couragious  and  intrepid 


Affailant  of  Wind-Mills,  and 
Fulling-Mills,  perpetual  Terror  of  the 
Catchpoles  of  the  holy  Brotherhood  *, 
&c.  &c.  permit  me  to  put  under  your 

*  La  Santa  Hermandad,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Origi- 
nal, is  a  Brotherhood  of  long  ftanding  in  Spain  ;  where 
it  was  full  inltituted  in  a  Time  of  very  great  Confnlioiit 
to  fupprefs  Robbers  :  By  which  Means 'tis  fate  travelling 
in  this  Country,  the  Fraternity  being  fpread  all  over  the 
Kingdom.  Their  Beadles  or  Serjeants  to  apprehend  fuch 
offenders  are  called  d/guazi/s. 

A  2  powerful 
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powerful  Protection  this  Fourth  Volume 
of  the  Lettres  Juives.  A  certain  crack- 
brain'd  Knight,  to  the  full  as  mad  and  as 
extravagant  as  yourfelf,  hath  refolv'd  up- 
on their  Ruin,  and  vow'd  their  Deftruc- 
tion.  In  vain  does  the  Public  think  to 
fave  them  from  his  Fury.  He  offers  bat- 
tle to  the  whole  Univerfe,  and  boafts  that 
he  will  reduce  them  to  Atoms,  maugre 
the  Protection  of  all  Enchanters.  In  this 
extreme  Diftrefs  permit  me  to  fly  to  you 
for  Succour ;  come,  O  wrong-headed 
Knight,  oppofe  Folly  to  Folly :  Humble 
your  Rival,  the  infolent  Knight  of  Ibe- 
ria; and  after  laying  him  flat  on  the 
Ground,  compel  him  to  confefs  that  he 
has  no  Title  to  the  Privilege  of  being  fo 
extravagant  as  you.  Confidering  how 
long  he  has  pretended  to  vye  with  you  for 
the  Sceptre  or  Bawble  of  Momus,  your 
Jealoufy  might  juftly  be  inflam'd  at  his 
Impertinence  and  Folly;  yet  you  ftill  fuf- 
fer  him  to  enjoy  his  Reputation  in  Peace. 
But  confider  that  Glory  calls  you  forth  to 
Battle,  and  that  even  your  Profeflion  de- 
mands you  fhould  exert  yourfelf.  You 
are  bound  by  the  Laws  of  Knight-erran- 
try to  redrefs  Grievances,  to  comfort  the 
Afflicted,    and  to  protect  the  Opprefled. 

I  You 
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You  cannot  therefore  in  Juftice  refufe  the 
Lettres  Juives  that  generous  Affiflance 
which  I  earneftly  implore  for  them  ;  and 
in  the  juft  Confidence  I  have  of  obtain- 
ing from  you  this  Favour,  I  remain  with 
the  profoundeft  Refpedl, 


Incomparable  Knight, 


Tour  mofi  Humble,  and  mofi 


Obedient  Servant, 


M.  D. 
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PREFACE. 


JUST  as  I  had  finifhed  this  fourth  Vo- 
lume, I  received  from  Amjlerdam  the 
twenty-third  Tome  of  the  Bibliotheque 
Franfoife-,  in  which  I  found  a  Letter,  wherein, 
under  colour  of  letting  forth  the  State  of  the 
Sciences  in  Spain,  there  is  a  warm  Declama- 
tion againft  a  certain  Work,  not  mention'd 
indeed,  but  fo  plainly  defcrib'd  that  one  may 
eafily  fee  it  means  the  Jewijh  Letters, 

I  refolved  at  fir  ft  to  make  no  Anfwer  to  this 
Critique,  the  Author  of  which  paries  in  the 
Eye  of  the  World,  as  well  as  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Letters,  for  a  Kind  of  Madman,  and 
a  perfect  Copy  of  the  famous  Don  Quixote. 
In  reality,  'tis  well  known,  he  is  as  romanti- 
cally fond  of  the  Spanrjh  Nation  as  the  Hero 
of  La  JMancba  was  of  his  incomparable  Dul- 
cinea.  I  did  not  therefore  look  upon  mylelf 
as  obliged  to  take  Notice  of  the  Objections  of 
inch  a  Perfcn  ;  and  I  fhould  have  held  my  firft 
Refolution  if  I  had  not  afterwards  reflected, 
that  this  impertinent  Letter  being  inferted  in 
a  Journal,  wherein  we  fometimes  meet  with 
ufeful  and  curious  Pieces,  many  Readers  might 
be  perfuaded  the  Criticifm  came  from  the  Jour- 
nalifts  themfelves.     I  will  therefore  juft  point 

out 
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out  a  few  of  the  many  Blunders  in  that  ridi- 
culous Piece. 

This  Knight  of  Iberia  undertakes  at  once 
the  Defence  of  all  the  Authors  who  have  been 
criticized  in  the   Jewiflj  Letters.     He  ought 
to  be  pardon'd  for   refenting  the  Affront  put 
upon  them,  becaufe  a  good  Part  of  it  falls  to 
his  own  Share  ;    and  he  appeals  to  the  Public 
againft  the  Injuftice  which  he  imagines  to  have 
been  done  to  him.     He  treats  as  Blockheads, 
fays  he,  Men  of  Learnings  who  have  put  it  in 
the  Power  of  the  Public  to  judge  of  their  Eru- 
dition.    To  this   I  anfwer,    that  there  can  be 
nothing  fo  falfe  -,    and  I  defy  him  to  name  an 
Author,  worthy  of  EReem,  whom  I  have  not 
commended.     Des  Cartes,  GaJJendi,  Bemler, 
Malkbranche,  Bayle,  Locke,  s'Gravefande,    Vi- 
triarhts,  Boerbaave,  Be  Thou,  Daniel,  Pafcal, 
Sirmond,    Betccu,    Lamy :     In   mort,    all   the 
Teamed,   of  whatever  Country,    whatfoever 
Condition,  or  whatever  Religion  they  are  of, 
Catholics  or  Proteftants,   Jefiuts  or  Janfenifts, 
they  were  all  one  to  me.     Wherever  I  dii'co- 
vcr'd  Merit  I  have  not  fcrupled  to  own  it.     1 
have    been   equally   juft    to  the   Authors  of 
Works  relating  to  Poetry  and  Romances :    I 
have  commended   Cornel  lie,    Racine,    Miltcn, 
Pope,   Petrarch,  Tajfo,  Guarini,  Don  Lopez  de 
Vega,  Cervantes,  Crcbillon,  Voltaire,  Roujjeau. 
Ir.  is  true,  that  even  at  the  Time  I  allow'd  the 
l\i{  to  have  Wir,  I  denied  him  fomewhat  elfe, 
A  4  which 
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which  I  thought  I  both  might  and  ought  to 

do,  fmce  it  was  taken  from  him  by  a  iblemn 

Arret  of  the  firft  Parliament  of  France.  Thofe 

I  have  mtntion'd  are  all   good  Athors  ;  and 

for  their  Works  I  fhall  ever  have  the  higher! 

Efteem.     Where  then  are  the  Writers  I  have 

treated  as  Blockheads  !    who  had  never  thelefs 

given  the  Public  an  Opportunity  of  judging  of 

their  Erudition  ?  I  fancy  the  Critic  had  a  mind 

to  point  out  himfelf.     But  how  entred  it  into 

his  Brain  that  his  copying  three  Pages  from 

Morens  Dictionary,    and   three  more  from 

the  Dictionary  of  Ccrneille,    and  connecting 

them  with  Scraps  from  other  Books,  and  with 

his  Pillage  from  Baudrand,  whofe  Dictionary 

he  has  almoft  robb'd  of  every  Word  ;    how 

could  he  think,    I  fay,  that  this  would  give 

him  the  Title  and  Character  of  a  Man  of 

Learning  ?  I  proceed  to  other  Complaints: 

It  is  aftonifhing,  fays  this  Critic,  that  a  Per- 
fon  of  Birth,  Education,  Wit,  Fortune,  and 
honourable  Employments,  /hould  quit  all,  and  take 
up  the  mean  Employment  of  an  Author.  Thefe 
Praifes  beftow'd  upon  me  are  only  Garlands 
to  adorn  the  Victim  ;  and  I  am  raifed  to  this 
Height  purely  to  be  tumbled  down  from  it. 
Before  I  leave  this  Article  I  mud  and  will 
fay  it,  that  tho*  ic  were  true,  that  Fortune  had 
placed  me  in  a  fplendid  Condition,  there  is 
nothing  fhameful  in  my  quitting  it,  in  order 
to  abandon  myfelf  entirely  to  Philofophy,  and 

to 
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to  enjoy  that  fvveet  Satisfaction  which  refuks 
from  the  Cultivation  of  the  Sciences.  Were 
the  Works  of  Rochfoucaut,  Montaigne,  Mat- 
her be,  Racan,  or  Ruffi  Rabutin  ever  objected 
to  them  as  a  Crime  ?  The  famous  Cardinal 
Richelieu  was  as  zealous  for  having  the  Repu- 
tation of  an  Author  as  he  was  for  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  Spain.  This  Critic,  no  doubt,  def- 
pifes  the  Cardinal,  and  thinks  him  much  to 
blame.     But  to  proceed  to  his  Reproaches. 

He  ranges  me  in  the  Clafs  of  thofe  Liber- 
tine Writers  who  fet  Pen  to  Paper  for  no  o- 
ther  End  but  to  run  down  Religion,  Virtue, 
Knowledge,  and  Merit.  As  to  Virtue  and 
Religion,  I  have  in  the  Prefaces  of  the  fir  ft 
and  fecond  Volumes  of  this  Work  made  it 
clearly  enough  appear,  that  none  but  a  perfect 
Slanderer  could  be  guilty  of  fuch  Language  : 
And  as  to  the  fmall  Refpect  he  fays  I  have 
fhewn  towards  the  truly  Learned,  I  have  juft 
explained  myfelf  on  that  head.  If,  indeed 
the  Critic  is  really  a  learned  Man,  then  I  own 
I  have  done  wrong  to  condemn  his  Works  -y 
but  this  is  a  Point  which  I  leave  to  the  Deci- 
fion  of  the  Public. 

As  this  Ceniurer  hath  not  thought  proper 
to  enter  into  any  Detail,  but  only  runs  out  in- 
to general  Invectives  againit  me  while  he  com- 
mends exceffively  a  number  of  miferable  Au- 
thors, it's  impoflible  I  fliould  anfwer  him  as  to 
the  Faults  he  mav  find  in  this  Book.  Befoie 
A  5  I 
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I  conclude  this  Preface,  therefore,  I  will  exa- 
mine fome  of  the  Praife  of  which  he  has  been 
fo  lavifh  on  the  Spanijh  Writers;  and  I  fhall 
evidently  demonftrate,  that  they  are  a  hundred 
times  more  hurt  by  his  Compliments  than  they 
could  have  been  by  the  moft  abufive  Criticifm. 
One  may  well  apply  to  him,  in  this  Cafe,  the 
line  PafTage  in  Tacitus  :  Pefftmum  Inimicorum 
Genus  Laudantes. 

Our  Critic  begins  by  eftabliihing  the  Good- 
riefs,  Beauty,  and  Delicacy  of  the  Spanijh  Ge- 
nius on  the  Works  of  St.  Terefa,  Lewis  of 
Granada,  and  the  Reverend  Father  Rodriguez-, 
and  he  even  proceeds  to  iniult  me  by  quefti- 
oning  whether  I  know  thofe  Books:  I  dare 
fay,  they  are  as  well  known  to  me  as  to  him, 
tho'  I  value  them  much  lefs ;  eipecially  Rodri- 
guez,  of  whole  writing  I  have  reed  fome  very 
bad  Books,  very  meanly  tranflated,  and  fo 
generally  con  tern  n'd,  that  Moliere  was  not  a- 
fraid  to  ridicule  them  in  one  of  his  Pieces.  I 
am  aftoniuYd  the  Critic  did  not  know  this 
Line: 

She  read  Rodriguez,  and  us'd  mental  Prayer. 

Perhaps  'twas  a  wilful  Forgetfulnefs;  for  as  to 
Theatrical  Matters,  they  are  to  be  fure  within 
the  Sphere  of  his  Knowledge. 

I  come  next  to  the  Dramatic  Poets,  whom 
this  Critic  has  commended  in  a  Manner  fo  ri- 
diculous, that  if  he  had  intended  it,  he  could 

not 
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not  have  fatiriz'd  them  more  feverely.  Thefe 
are  his  own  Words:  The  Spanifh  Dramatick 
Authors  have  been  long  the  Magazines  whence 
our  Authors  have  fupplied  them/elves.  Scarron 
and  Montfleuri  are  Inftances.  Can  any  thing 
be  faid  fo  much  to  the  Difgrace  of  the  Spanifh 
Poets  as  to  make  them  the  Inventors  of  the 
vilefl  Farces,  and  to  give  them  for  Difciples 
and  Imitators  the  word  and  mofl:  defpicable 
of  our  Writers?  What  Notion  mould  we 
have  of  certain  Poets  if  we  were  told  that  Pra- 
don  form'd  his  Tatte  by  perufing  their  Books  ? 
Should  we  not  have  reaion  to  regard  them  as 
the  very  Sink  of  the  Republic  of  Letters  ?  Ic 
mud  be  confefs'd  the  Critic  has  but  bad  Ta- 
lents for  commending.  Defend  me,  Heaven, 
from  fuch  a  Panegyrid!  I  even  prefer  his  Ha- 
tred to  his  Friendihip.  In  order  to  fhcw  him 
the  Difference  between  the  Praifes  I  have  be- 
flow'd  on  fome  valuable  Spaniflj  Writers  and 
the  fad  (luff  he  writes  about  them,  I  fhall  here 
report  what  I  have  faid  of  Don  Lopez  de  Vega 
in  my  1 1 8th  Letter  :  That  Author  hath  writ- 
ten Comedies  fo  excellent,  that  the  great  Cor- 
neille  affures  us,  that  he  would  have  given  two 
of  his  befi  Tragedies  to  have  been  the  Inventor  of 
the  Lyar.  Thou  know  eft  it  was  upon  the  Plan 
of  this  Span i fh  Play  the  French  Poet  compofed 
his.  I  leave  it  now  to  be  decided,  whether 
the  Critic  or  I  aim'd  to  affront  the  Spanifh  Na- 
tion. But  I  mall  be  (till  in  a  better  Way  to 
A  6  obtain 
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obtain  a  favourable  Verdict,  when  the  Reader 
fees  the  Parallel  of  what  we  have  both  faid  of 
the  Spanijh  Hiftorians. 

The  Critic  contents  himfelf  with  mention- 
ing the  Hiftory  of  Arragon  by  Zurita,  and 
The  General  Hiftory  of  Spain  by  Mariana.  By 
an  unaccountable  ftroke  of  Folly,  of  two  Au- 
thors mention'd  by  him,  there  is  one  who 
ought  to  be  abhorr'd  by  all  good  Men:  Not 
but  that  the  Hiftory  of  Mariana  is  a  good 
Book-,  but  he  compofed  another  *,  which  the 
Parliament  of  Parts  condemned  to  the  Flames, 
and  which  the  Jefuits  themfelves  have  difa- 
vow'd.  In  this  Work  he  has  infinuated,  that 
it  is  not  only  lawful,  but  laudable  to  put  to 
death  an  heretical  or  a  tyrannical  King  :  He 
praifrs,  even  to  excefs,  the  execrable  Monk 
who  murder'd  Henry  the  Third,  and  is  not 
afharn'd  to  call  him  the  Honour  and  Glory  of 
France.  It  mufl  be  acknowledg'd,  that  fince 
the  Critic  refolv'd  to  quote  but  two  Authors, 
he  ought  to  have  avoided  making  Mariana 
one  of  them,  or  elfe  he  mould  have  follow'd 
my  Example,  and  mention'd  feveral  others 
at  the  fame  Time.  I  fhall  transcribe  from  my 
1 1 8th  Letter  the  Names  of  fome,  in  the  or- 
der they  are  therein  commended  :  Antonio  de 
Soils,  Sandoval,  Antonio  de  Her r era,  Don  Bar- 
tholomew  de  las  Cafas.      Nor  have  I  forgot  ta 

*  De  Rc£e  &f  Regis  Injiituticmr.i 

praife 
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praife  fuch  Poets  and  Romance  Writers  as  are 
worthy  the  Efteem  of  Readers  of  Judgment: 
As  Michael  de  Cervantes,  Matthew  Alcman, 
Don  Alonzo  de  Her  cilia,,  John  Rafo,  Chrifto- 
pher  de  Virves,  &c.  Ft  may  eafily  be  deter- 
min'd  from  the  Number  of  thole  Authors, 
whether  it  was  my  Defign  to  fink  the  Reputa- 
tien  of  one  Nation,  in  order  to  raife  that  of 
another.  It  is  true,  I  did  maintain,  and  do 
ftill,  that  the  Spaniards  have  not  one  Philo- 
fopher  amongft  them  ;  and  that  none  they 
can  have  by  reafonof  thelnquifition.  And  is 
not  this  a  Truth  of  which  the  whole  World 
is  convinced  ?  The  Critic  indeed  will  not  al- 
low it.  Like  a  magnanimous  and  unconque- 
rable Knight  he  is  determin'd  to  ftand  to  his 
Opinion  right  or  wrong  :  An  exact  and  wor- 
thy Copy  of  the  Hero  of  Cervantes  with 
whom  there  is  no  living  on  good  Terms,  if 
one  does  not  purely  and  fimply  confefs,  that 
the  very  Faults  of  his  charming  Bulcinea  are 
fuperior  to  the  Virtues  of  the  greatelt  Prin- 
ce ills. 

In  order  to  give  the  greater  Weight  to  his 
Opinion,  the  Critic  calls  in  the  Authority  of 
Father  Rapin,  who,  in  his  Reflections  on  Phi- 
tofophy,  fays  the  Spaniards  excel  in  Metaphy- 
ficks.  But  that  Author's  Blunder  is  no  excufe 
at  all  for  the  Critic's :  For  example,  the  Com- 
mendation given  by  this  Jefuic  to  the  Phyfics 
and  Logic  of  Ariftotle  is  fufficient   to  mew 

whether 
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whether  his  Opinion  ought  to  be  look'd  on 
as  decifive  in  Matters  of  Philofophy  *.  There 
appeared  nothing,  fays  he,  that  was  fix'd  and 
regular,  either  in  Logic  or  true  Philofophy,  be- 
fore Ariftotle.  This  Genius,  fo  very  rational 
and  intelligent,  entered  fo  deep  into  the  Abyfs  of 
human  Under/landing,  that  he  penetrated  to  its 
mqft  fecret  Recefjes,  by  the  accurate  Diftinclions 
he  made  as  to  its  Operations.  Before  him  they 
had  never  founded  this  vaft  Ocean  of  the  human 
Thoughts  in  order  to  judge  of  its  Depth.  Arif- 
totle was  the  firft  who  difc over* d  this  new  Way, 
in  order  to  attain  to  Science  by  the  Evidence  of 
Demcnftraticn,  and  to  proceed  to  Demonftration 
geometrically  by  the  Mode  of  Syllogifm,  the  moft 
accomplijh'd  Work,  the  great  eft  Effort  of  the 
human  Mind.  To  fhew  the  Impertinence 
and  Ridicule  of  this  Elogium,  and  alfo  what 
fort  of  Books  thofe  are  which  patTed  with 
Father  Raphi  for  Ma  Iter- Pieces  fn  Philofo- 
phy, I  fhall  only  cite  a  PafTage  from  Des 
Cartes,  another  from  Mallebranche,  and  a 
third  from  Locke.  Whoever  would  be  more 
fully  convinced  of  the  Nonfenfe  of  the 
Writings  of  this  Grecian  Sage  need  only 
confjk  the  illuflrious  GaJJendi  in  his  Ex- 
ercitaticnes  Paradoxic*  adverfus  Ariftoteli- 
cos. 


*  Rapin,  Reflexions  fur  la  Log'que,  Num.  iv.  p.  373. 
374- 
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I  begin  with  tranfcribing  the  Opinion  of 
Mallebranche  *  i  Ariftotle  feldom  reafotfd  on 
any  other  than  the  confufed  Ideas  we  receive 
by  the  Senfes,  and  other  vague,  general,  and 
indeterminate  Notions,  which  conveyed  nothing 
•particular  to  the  Under  ft  anding.  The  Terms 
made  ufe  of  commonly  by  this  Philofopher  ferved 
only  to  exprefs  confufedly  to  the  Senfes  and  the 
Imagination,  the  indifcriminate  Notions  he  had 
of  fenfible  Things,  or  elfe  were  contrived  to  make 
up  fo  loofe  and  indeterminate  a  Difcourfe  as  ex- 
preffed  nothing  diftinclly. 

Let  me  next  introduce  Des  Cartes  -f  :  The 
Logic  of  the  Schools  is  properly  /peaking  nothing 
more  than  a  Diakclic  -,  which  teaches  us  a  Me- 
thod of  imparting  to  others  what  we  know,  or 
even  of  putting  a  Parcel  of  Words  together  with- 
out Judgment  upon  Things  we  know  not,  confe- 
quently  it  corrupts  Good  Senfe  rather  than  aug- 
ments it. 

I  clofe  my  Confutation  of  Father  Rapin 
with  a  Paffage  from  Mr.  Locke  %:  We  reofon, 
fays  he,  much  better,  and  with  more  perfpicu- 
ity  when  we  obferve  only  the  Connection  of 
Proofs,  without  methodizing  or  Thoughts,  or 
forming  them  into  Syllogifms.  .  .  .  God 
hath  not  been  fo  fparing  of  his  Favours  to  Man- 

*  Mallebranche,  Recherche  de  laVerite^  Liv.  V.  cap, 
ii.  p.  388. 

-f  Des  Cartes  Principe.s  de  la  Pbilofophie,  Preface. 
%  Effay  on  Human  Underftandmg,  Bookiv.  ch.  xvii. 
2  kind) 
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kind,  as  only  to  make  -as  two-legged  Creature:, 
leave  to  Ariftotle  the  Care  of  making  m 
re  finable  Beings. 

One  fees  by  this  how  little  the  Authority 
of  Father  Rapin  is  to  be  relied  upon,  efpeci- 
ally  in  refpect  toPhilofophers ;  and  in  as  much 
as  he  isprofbfe  in  his  Praifes  of  Ariftotle,  one 
need  not  be  very  much  furprized  at  the  Praife 
he  beftows  on  the  Spanijh  Metaphyficians.  It 
is  but  a  natural  Confequence  of  his  Way  of 
Thinking,  all  thofe  Metaphyficians  being  zea- 
lous Followers  of  Ariftotle.  But  to  (hew  ei- 
ther the  Ignorance  or  Knavery  of  our  Critic, 
if  there  be  fo  many  excellent  Philofophers  and 
Metaphyficians  in  Spain,  why  did  he  not  name 
fome  of  them?  This  he  could  not  poftibly  do, 
or  at  leaft  not  without  making  himfelf  ftill 
more  ridiculous  than  he  juftly  was  before. 

To  finifh  the  Aniwer  I  have  condefcended 
to  give  to  his  Objections,  I  will  endeavour  to 
confute  his  AfTertion,  that  I  affect  to  decry 
the  Spanijh  Nation.  It  is  true  that  I  faid,  and 
do  fay  it  again,  that  they  are  proud,  haughty, 
lazy,  fuperftitious,  and  exceffively  fubmiffive 
to  the  Monks.  But  tho'  I  thus  expofed  their 
Faults,  as  I  have  done  thofe  of  other  Nations, 
I  have  done  juftice  to  their  Virtues.  With- 
out repeating  all  1  have  ever  faid  on  this  Sub- 
ject, I  will  here  cite., only  a  few  Lines  from 
my  106th  Letter:  During  the  Reign  of  Phi- 
lip V.  there  t&ve  been  very  able  Men  in  the 

Spanifh 
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Spanifh  Mmftry ;  but  the  Storms  to  which  all 
Courts  are   liable,    have   removed  them   from 
their  Places.     The  Man  that  is  moft  cried  up 
here  is  Cardinal  Alberoni :  Not  only  the  Stran- 
gers, who  are  here  in  great  Numbers,  but  alfo 
many  Spaniards  do  juftice  to  that  able  Mini- 
Jler.     .     .     .     Since  the  Accejfion  of  Philip  V. 
Spain  hath  overcome  half  the  Evils  which  were 
brought   upon    her  by  fuch   as   were  intrufted 
with  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs  under  Phi- 
lip IV.  and  Charles  II.     Her  Troops  are  nume- 
rous,   brave,    and  well  dtfciplin'd.      T'here9s  a 
fourth  Part  more  People  in  the  Country  than 
there  was,    by  means  of  the  great  Numbers  of 
French  and  Flemmings  who  are  fettled  there  \ 
and  this  Crown,  which  fir  one  while  was  per- 
fectly defpifed,  makes  as  good  a  Figure  now,  as 
it  did  formerly. 

I  think  I  have  not  faid  enough  to  fhew  the 
Folly,  the  Ignorance,  and  Knavery  of  this 
pretended  Iberian  Knight;  for  I  fliall  not  re- 
ply to  his  Invectives,  and  to  thofe  grofs  Re- 
flections which  he  has  thrown  out  againft  me 
in  the  Clofe  of  his  Epiltle.  God  forbid  that 
I  fhould  ever  introduce  the  Language  of  Fifh- 
flalls  from  Parnaffus:  It  is  the  Mind  alone, 
and  not  the  Body,  which  is  a  Member  of  the 
Republic  of  Letters.  Were  it  not  for  this, 
how  often  mould  we  be  confounded  to  know 
in  what  Rank  fome  People  ought  to  be  placed  ? 

Where, 
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Where,  for  Example,  fhould  we  beftow  a 
Man,  who,  after  being  in  his  Youth  a  Rope- 
Dancer,  a  Tumbler,  a  Player,  in  his  Old-age 
married  two  Dreffers  of  the  Aclrefifes  one  af- 
ter another,  and  la  It  of  all,  a  Turky-driver 
that  was  reduc'd  to  ferve  in  an  Alehoufe  •,  and, 
which  is  (till  meaner,  to  be  his  own  Servant  ? 
Sure  I  am,  that  the  Critic  muft  allow  if  this 
individual  Perfon  was  a  Member  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Letters,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
find  fuch  an  Original  a  proper  Station. 

Before  I  conclude  this  Preface,  I  ihall  fay  a 
Word  or  two  of  fbme  Tranflations  made  of 
the  Jewifh  Letters :  I  am  told  there  is  a  Dutch 
Tranfiation  which  will  quickly  appear,  the 
MS.  being  actually  in  the  Hands  of  a  Book- 
feller  *.  I  have  not  feen  it ;  and  if  I  mould 
fee  if,  I  am  no  judge  of  it,  fince  I  underftand 
not  the  Language  :  But  one,  who  is  a  Matter 
of  it,  fays,  that  it  is  extremely  well  done, 
which  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter,  having  not 
the  lead  Acquaintance  with  its  Author.  I  am 
informed  alfo  from  Germany,  that  the  two  firft 
Volumes  of  the  Lettres  Jutves  are  tranflated 
into  High  Dutch. 

*  Tis  juft  now  printed  at  the  Hague  and  dedicated  to 
me  :  I  am  very  glad  of  this  Opportunity  of  exprefiing 
my  Gratitude  for  this  Piece  of  Civility,  and  the  juit 
Senfe  I  hive  of  the  Honour  done  me,  in  communicating 
my  L-tters  to  a  Nation  for  whom  I  have  an  infinite 
Efteem. 

But 
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But  what  is  ftiJl  more  fingular  than  all  this 
beyond  Companion  is,  that  I  have  receiv*d 
Advice  that  they  are  actually  re-printing  this 
Work  at  Avignon,  and  that  two  Volumes  of 
it  are  already  publifh'd,  but  miferably  mang- 
led and  deformed  ;  which  is  the  common  Fate 
of  every  Edition  that  is  counterfeited  in  the 
Pope's  Dominions. 


THE 


JEWISH     SPY, 


LETTER     CXXL 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Car  ait  e,  formerly  a  Rabbi ,  at  Con  (tan  ti- 
nople. 

YO  U  know,  dear  Ifaacy  how  much  I  was 
prejudiced  againft  the  Cabal ifts.  Shall  I 
own  to  you  my  Weakneis  ?  Since  I  have 
been  in  this  Country,  a  Converfation  I  had 
with  a  Perfon  addicted  to  the  occult  Sciences,  hath 
inclined  me  to  believe  that  many  Things  I  formerly 
thought  ridiculous,  are  neither  impofHble  nor  in- 
compatible with  true  Philofophy.  Not  that  I  ap- 
prove all  that  is  faid  by  the  Difciples  of  Paracclfus. 
But  I  think,  that  tho'  it  is  certain  there  are  no 
iuch  Beings  as  Gnomes,  Sylphs,  Salamanders,  and 
Vol.  IV.  B  On- 
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Ondines*,  yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  Belief  of  them 
abfurd,  or  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  as  moft 
of  our  modern  Philofophers  pretend.  My  Reafons 
are  thefe.  What  Weight  they  will  have  with  you 
I  know  not. 

In  order  to  deny  the  Poflibility  of  Exiftence  to 
any  Thing,  there  mult  be  Proof  not  only  of  its 
IsTon-exiftence,  but  of  its  Incapacity  of  Exiftence. 
But  I  find  no  Proofs  of  the  latter  Sort  againft  Sylphs, 
Salamanders,  Gnomes  and  Ondines.  What  Impofli- 
bility  is  there  in  fuppofing,  that  there  are  animate 
Bodies  compofed  of  fo  fubtile  and  delicate  a  Matter 
as  not  to  fall  under  the  Cognizance  of  our  Senfes  ? 
We  admit  that  they  are  not  ftrong  enough  to  pene- 
trate the  RecefTes  of  Nature,  where  the  firft  Ele- 
ments of  Things  lie  hid.  They  perceive  none  but 
the  more  grofs  Caufes.  We  can  derive  from  thence 
no  Right  to  deny,  that  thofe  delicate  Principles  are 
in  being.  Why  then  mould  we  believe,  that  there 
cannot  be  animated  Creatures,  compofed  of  a  Mat* 
ter  fo  thin  as  not  to  ftrike  our  Senfes  ? 
-  Before  the  Invention  of  Microfcopes,  we  knew 
not  that  Vinegar  contained  an  aftonifhing  Quantity 
of  Worms :  we  boldly  deny'd  that  there  were  little 
Fifties  in  all  the  Water  we  drank ;  and  yet  we  have 
been  many  Years  convinced  of  the  Exiftence  of  all 
thefe  Animals.  Since  then  there  is  a  Number  of 
animated  Creatures  in  Water,  which  our  naked  Eyes 
cannot  difcover,  why  may  not  the  like  be  found  in 
the  Air  and  in  the  other  Elements  ? 

But  it  will  be  laid,  thefe  Infecls  are  not  concealed 
from  us  but  through  their  Littlenefs,  whereas  it  is  pre- 

*  According  to  the  Cahal'ifls,  the  Sylphs  inhabit  the 
Air,  the  Gnomes  the  Earth,  that  is,  within  it,  the  Sala- 
manders in  the  Region  of  Fire,  and  the  Ondines  the 
Water, 

tended 
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tended  that  the  Gnomes,  Sylphs,  Sec.  are  of  the  or- 
dinary Size  of  Men. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  Height  of  the  Gnomes 
and  of  the  Sylphs  is  no  Reafon  why  they  mould  be- 
come vifible,  while  the  Parts  of  which  they  are  com- 
pounded are  fuppofed  to  be  extremely  delicate.  A 
Space  of  Air  fix  Foot  long  ftrikes  the  Sight  no  more 
than  one  of  a  Foot  or  of  an  Inch.  In  like  manner, 
fuppofing  the  Gnomes  to  be  compofed  of  a  light  and 
aerial  Matter,  their  Stature  would  contribute  no- 
thing; to  their  becoming;  vifible.  Let  us  imagine  a 
Column  of  thofe  Worms  which  are  foundjn  Vine- 
gar, extending  from  the  Earth  to  the  Sky  ;  our 
Eyes,  without  the  Affiftance  of  Micro fcopes,  would 
not  be  at  all  affected  by  this  Column,  notwithstand- 
ing its  immenfe  Extenfion,  becaufe  its  component 
Parts  fall  not  under  the  Cognizance  of  our  Senfes. 
Thus,  tho'  an  infinite  Number  of  Atoms  fill  up  the 
Space  between  the  Earth  and  the  Moon,  yet  to  us  it 
appears  void,  becaufe  the  Matter  with  which  it  is 
filled,  is  not  difcernible  by  our  Senfes.  It  is  to  no 
purpofe,  therefore,  to  oppofe  the  Exiftence  of  thefe 
Elementary  People,  by  alledging,  that  we  do  not 
perceive  them.  It  fuffices  to  eftablifh  the  Poflibility 
of  the  Thing,  to  prove  that  a  great  Number  of  li- 
ving Creatures  actually  exift,  which  our  Senfes,  un- 
affifted,  cannot  difcern. 

When  we  once  admit,  that  the  Air  may  be  peo- 
pled with  invifible  Creatures,  it  naturally  follows, 
that  the  Earth,  the  Water,  and  the  Fire,  which 
are  Elements  compofed  of  Parts  more  eafily  united, 
have  alio  in  them  the  Power  of  producing  a  Number 
of  Bodies  which  God  may  animate,  and  yet  by  the 
Delicacy  of  their  Parts,  they  will  efcape  our  Senfes. 
Buty  reply  the  Philofophers,  we  have  no  Idea  of 
thefe  pretended  reaf unable  Creatures ;  we  know  not  how 
B  2  they 
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they  ex'ifl  ;  we  are  intirely  ignorant  of  their  For?ns  and 
Figures ,  and  it  is  ridiculous  to  admit  a  Thing  of  which 
we  have  not  any  Notion. 

This  manner  of  reafoning,  with  Submiffion  to 
the  Learned  among  the  Moderns,  is  far  from  being 
conclufive.  Have  you,  it  may  be  replied  to  them, 
any  ?nore  diftincl  Notion  of  your  own  Soul  f  Do  you 
comprehend  any  thing  more  about  it,  than  that  it  is  a 
Spirit  ?  Do  you  know  what  Form  or  Figure  it  has  ? 
No,  without  doubt.  You  admit,  however,  its  Exijience. 
JVhy  then  will  you  deny  that  of  Sylphs  and  Gnomes,  of 
which  you  have  a  lefs  confujed  Idea  than  of  a  Spirit  ? 
Becaufe  whatever  is  fuppofed  to  he  material,  however 
delicate  it  may  be,  falls  under  the  Cognizance  of  the 
Human  Under/landing. 

The  Wit  of  Man  is  fo  bounded,  that  it  is  not 
only  very  poflible  it  may  not  have  any  Idea  of  cer- 
tain Creatures  j  but  it  might  even  very  eafily  hap- 
pen, that  a  great  Number  of  knowing  People  might, 
neverthelefs,  be  ignorant  of  the  PofHbility  of  Animals 
living  in  Water.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  a  certain  Num- 
ber of  Men  live  in  a  Country  of  a  dry  fandy  Soil,  far 
from  the  Sea  and  Rivers,  and  furnifhed  only  with 
Pits.  The  Thing  is  by  no  means  impoflible.  In 
many  of  the  Defarts  of  Arabia,  there  is  only  fuch 
Pits  dug  by  the  Bedouins.  Thefe  Men,  without 
doubt,  would  have  no  Idea  of  Fifh,  if  they  did  not 
hear  of  them  from  others.  They  would  certainly 
look  upon  it  as  a  Thing  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
Creature  could  live  long  in  Water,  when  they  faw 
fuch  Land- Animals  prefently  die,  as  happen  to  fall 
therein.  I  afk,  if  Fifh  would  exift  the  lefs,  or  if 
the  Reafonings  of  thefe  fort  of  People  would  deftroy 
the  Cod  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  the  Whales  in 
the  Ocean  ? 

It  is  the  fame  Thing  with  refpeet  to  the  Philofo- 

phers 
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phers  who  deny  the  Poffibility  of  Sylphs  and  of 
Gnomes  ;  they  know  nothing  of  what  pafTes  in  the 
Air;  their  inort  Sight  reprefents  it  to  them  as  a 
great  wide  Space,  a  large  and  extended  Mafs,  and 
they  pretend  to  judge  of  what  pafTes  in  that  Mafs 
by  the  Ideas  they  have  of  a  void  Space,  which  is 
intirely  oppofite  thereto.  For  tho'  the  Philofophers 
are  perfuaded  that  the  Extent  between  the  Earth 
and  the  Firmament  is  full  of  Bodies  ;  or,  to  exprefs 
myfelf  better,  is  one  intire  Body  ;  yet  their  Senfes 
feem  to  get  the  better  of  their  Meditations,  when 
they  deny  the  Poffibility  of  the  exifting  of  thefe  ele- 
mentary People. 

You  fee,  my  dear  Jfaac,  the  Reafons  upon  which 
I  ground  my  Opinion.  As  to  the  reft,  I  am  fully 
jpcrfuaded  that  we  cannot  have  any  Sort  of  Com- 
merce with  thefe  Sylphs  and  Gnomes.  I  fay  I  am  as 
fully  perfuaded  of  the  Impoffibility  of  this,  as  of  the 
Poffibility  of  their  Exiftence.  Far  from  giving  in 
to  the  ridiculous  Tales  and  chimerical  Vifions  of  th« 
Cabalifts,  I  affirm,  that  if  there  mould  exifl  fuch  E- 
lementary  People,  they  can  never  render  themfelves 
vifible  to  Men,  as  it  is  alfo  impoffible  for  Men  to 
ftrengthen  or  quicken  their  Senfes  to  fuch  a  Degree 
as  to  be  a^e  to  penetrate  what  God  and  Nature 
think  proper  to  conceal  from  them.  I  can't  help 
laughing  when  I  hear  a  Cabalift  gravely  tell  me,  That 
concentrating  the  Fire  of  the  JVorld  by  concave  Mir- 
rors in  a  Globe  of  Glafs,  gaining  thereby  a  certain  fi- 
lar Pozvder,  which  being  purified  from  the  other  Ele- 
ments, and  a  certain  Quantity  thereof  taken  daily,  I 
may  exalt  the  Fire  within  me  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to 
become,  in  fome  meafure,  of  a  fiery  Nature. 

The    Secret    for    obtaining   the  Familiarity    of 

Gnomes,  Sylphs  and  Nymphs,  feems  to  me  not  a  grai  n 

lefs  ridiculous.     It  confifts  in  taking  a  Glafs  full  of 

B  3  Air, 
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Air,  mingled  with  Water  or  with  Earth  \  this  is  to 
be  left  for  a  Month  expofed  to  the  Sun  j  then  the  E- 
lements  are  to  be  feparated  ;  which  being  performed^ 
we  have  a  wonderful  Medicine,  capable  of  exalting  in 
us  whatever  Element  we  would  have  predominant,  and 
of  rendering  our  Senfes  quick  enough  to  difcern  thefe 
Elementary  People  *. 

Good  Senfe  and  the  Light  of  Nature  are  fufficient 
to  (hew  me  the  Folly  of  this  fort  of  Reafoning,  and 
the  Impoffibility  there  is  of  effecting  any  thing  by 
thefe  CabaUflical  Secrets.  For  fuppofe  I  would  make 
an  Acquaintance  with  a  Salamander,  of  what  Ufe 
would  all  the  folar  Powder  be  that  I  could  poffibly 
amafs  together  ?  Would  it  ever  deftroy  in  me  that 
terreftrial  Matter  that  is  every  Day  augmented  by 
my  Food  ?  Could  it  ever  get  the  better  of  the  Air, 
by  which  I  live  and  breathe  ?  Suppofe  I  had  fwal- 
lowed  ever  fo  much  of  this  Powder,  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour  after  I  take  in  a  great  Quantity  of  Air,  and 
my  Lungs,  which  receive  and  reject,  my  Noftrils 
and  my  Mouth  which  give  it  Entrance  into  my 
Body,  are  the  fworn  Enemies  of  the  Element  of 
Fire,  which  I  would  have  predominant  over  the 
reft.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  other  Secrets, 
which  tend  to  render  fome  one  Element  predomi- 
nant in  Man,  and  thereby  to  give  him  an  igneous 
or  aquatic  Nature. 

The  Blindnefs  of  the  Cabalifls  goes  yet  a  greater 
length..  They  affure  us,  that  by  applying  to  the 
Navel  a  little  of  the  Earth  prepared  for  obtaining  the 
Society  of  the  Gnomes,  one  may  fufiain  the  Want  of 

*  The  Englijh  Reader  may  fee  this  Syftem  fet  in  a 
beautiful  light  in  Pope'j  Rape  of  the  Lock.  If  he 
likes  better  to  read  it  in  Profe,  he  may  fatisfy  himfelf  by 
perufing  Count  Gabalis,  whence  our  Author  borrows  his 
Quotations. 

Food 
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Food  and  Drink,  without  any  fort  of  Inconvenience. 
The  famous  Paracclfus  affirms,  that  he  tried  this ; 
and  it  muft  be  owned,  that  he  was  either  a  great 
Fool  or  an  impudent  Lyar>  who  durft  aflert  fo 
evident  an  Impofture  as  this  is  to  the  Face  of  the 
Publick.  .      ■ 

I  am  not  aftonimed  at  all,  when  I  fee  a  Cabahfl 
writing  luch  Impertinencies  as  thefe,  becaufe  at  the 
fame  time  I  difcern  Stories  as  abfurd  and  as  contrary 
to  g;ood  Senfe,  as  gravelv  told  by  the  moft  eminent 
Do&ors  in  all  Religions.'  How  many  Lyes  have  been 
written  bv  our  Rabbies  on  the  Subject  of  the  Satyrs 
and  Fawns  of  Antiquity  ?  Rabbi  Abraham  really 
imagined  there  were  fuch  Creatures,  but  that  they 
were  imperfeft,  becaufe  God  was  furprized  by  the 
Approach  of  the  Evening  of  the  Sabbath,  and  had 
not  Time  fumcient  to  make  an  end  of  them.  A- 
mong  the  Nazarenes,  Tertullian,  Jujiin,  Laftantius, 
Cyprian,  Clemens  of  Alexandria  and  Athenagoras,  fan- 
cied thefe  Fawns  were  Angels  transformed  into  this 
Shape  for  the  Crime  they  committed,  when  God 
threw  fo  many  of  them  into  Hell ;  and  they  con- 
cluded this  Fall  of  Angels  to  have  happened  on  ac- 
count of  their  fuffering  themfelves  to  become  ena- 
mour'd  of  Women.  The  Pagans  pufh'd  this  Error 
ftill  farther ;  for  they  held  thefe  Fauns  to  be  Divi- 
nities. 

Among;  Sentiments  fo  extraordinary  as  theie  are, 
it  is  impoflible  that  a  Philofopher  who  makes  ufe  of 
his  Reafon,  mould  adopt  any  one  of  them.  They 
are  equally  ridiculous  and  contrary  to  the  Light  of 
Nature.  It  may  be  even  that  the  Satyrs,  as  de- 
ferred by  the  Ancients,  never  did  exift ;  and  that 
many  ufelefs  DifTertations  have  been  made  on  the 
Ideas  of  fome  Painter  or  Poet,  who  was  the  Creator 
of  thefe  imaginary  Beings.  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
B  4  pre- 
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previous  to  the  explaining  of  a  Thing,  we  ought  fe- 
rioufly  to  confider  whether  it  exifts,  or  whether  ever 
it  did  exift.  Dcfcartes  has  given  us  a  long  Explica- 
tion of  the  perpetual  Lamps  that  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Tombs  of  the  Ancients ;  and  we  have  fince  been 
convinced  that  the  Fact  is  falfe.  Democritns  put  his 
Wit  to  the  torture  for  feveral  Days,  to  account  for 
Wool  which  he  fancied  he  had  found  growing  on 
the  Figs  in  his  Garden.  He  made  thereupon  a  Dif- 
courfe,  with  which  himfelf  and  his  Friends  were  very 
well  fatisfied.  His  Maid,  however,  diverted  herfelf 
at  their  Expence,  by  difabufing  them,  (hewing  that 
all  the  learned  Refearches  of  this  Philofopher  was  fo 
much  Study  and  Pains  thrown  away.  It  may  be 
the  Faiuns  of  Antiquity  greatly  refembled  the  Figs 
of  Detnocritus  ;  and  thofe  who  have  made  DifTerta- 
tions  on  thefe  Half-Men  Half-Brutes>  would  be 
greatly  furprized,  if  they  mould  find  in  any  ancient 
Author,  that  they  never  exifted  any  where  but  in 
his  Imagination  and  in  his  Writings. 

I  will  not,  however,  dear  Ifaac,  pretend  to  affirm, 
that  what  is  faid  with  regard  to  Fauns,  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  invented  at  pleafure  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  believe  their  Exiftence  poflible.  We  read  in  the 
Life  of  Paul  the  Hermit,  written  by  Jerome,  a  fa- 
mous Doctor  among  the  Nazarenes,  as  alfo  in  that 
of  Anthony,  another  Hermit,  compofed  by  Athanafiusy 
that  thefe  folitary  Perfons  had  long  Converiaticns 
with  Fauns ;  and  that  they  owned  to  them  that  they 
were  not  unacquainted  with  the  Exiftence  of  a  De- 
ity *.    If  we  refufe  Credit  to  thefe  Authors,  we  find 

in 

*  According  to  St.  Jerome,  St.  Anthony  met  with  a 
Centaury  exaclly  like  what  is  defcribed  in  the  Poets. 
The  fame  Author  aiTures  us,  that  not  long  after  Ais 
St.  Anthony  faw  alfo  a  Satyr,  refembling  thofe  we  fe«  in 
Paintings.  Con- 
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in  Pliny^  that  Satyrs  are  frequent  in  the  Indies. 
Plutarch  allures  us,  that  they  prefented  to  Sylla,  as 
he  pafs'd  by  Dyrachium^  now  Durazza,  in  Albania ^ 
a  living  Satyr.  The  Roman  confidered  him  atten- 
tively, but  could  make  nothing  of  his  Language,  his 
Voice  being  exceffively  harfh,  feeming  to  participate 
of  the  Neighing  of  a  Horfe,  and  the  Cry  of  a  Goat  ||. 

This  Paflage  in  Hiftory  inclines  me  to  think, 
that  all  the  Satyrs  we  hear  of,  were  no  other  than 
Monfters  produced  by  criminal  Converfe  between 
Mankind  and  the  Females  of  other  Animals  ;  and 
that  thefe  Creatures,  far  from  having  Virtues  fupe- 
rior  to  Mortals,  had  much  more  of  the  Brute  than 
of  the  Man,  not  being  able  to  exprefs  themfelves, 
but  in  all  refpecls  like  the  Satyr  of  Sylla.  The  Su- 
perftition  of  Paganifm  made  Deities  of  thefe  Half- 
Men,  the  Nazarenes  will  have  them  to  be  Angels 
or  Demons,  the  Jews  imperfecl:  Creatures  ;  the 
Philofopher,  feeming  to  difdain  the  Examination  of 
this  Queftion,  contents  himfelf  with  denying  their 
Exiftence,  that  he  may  not  be  obliged  to  explain 
their  Natures. 

Preferve  thy  Health,  dear  Jfaac,  live  content  and 
fatisfied,    and  may  the  God  of  our   Fathers  heap 
Riches  upon  thee. 
Hamburgh. 

Conl'picit  (Antonius)  hominem  equo  mixtum,  cut  opinio 
Poet  arum  Hypocentauro  t'ocabulum  indidit  .  .  .  Nee  moi  a 
inter  faxofum  con-vallem  baud  grandem,  homuncukm  <vidit* 
aduncis  naribus,  fronte  comibus  afperatd^  cujus  exlrema 
pars  corporis  in  caprarum  pedes  defincbat.  Hieronymus 
epiilol.  iii.  de  vita  Pauli,  primi  Eremite.  See  aljo  the 
/\.tb  Part  of  the  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Republick  of 
Letters  ;  wherein  the  Wonders  reported  by  St.  Jerome  are 
fully  confidered. 

fi  Plutarch  in  the  life  ofSytia. 

B  5  LETTER 
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LETTER     CXXII. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite^  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

T  Don't  know,  dear  lfaac,  to  what  Caufe  to  attri- 
■*  bute  that  violent  Hatred  which  all  People  profefs 
to  have  againft  thofe  of  our  Nation.  Whatever  Re- 
ligion they  have,  in  whatever  Climate  they  inhabit, 
they  feem  to  agree  in  this  Point.  The  Mahomme- 
dans,  the  Pcpijh  Nazarenes,  the  Rcfcrnid,  the  Ar- 
mlnians  and  the  Lutherans,  defpife,  equally  agree  in 
defpifing  us,  and  carry  their  Defpite  to  Excefs.  I 
for  fome  time  thought  that  this  Antipathy  might  be 
occaficned  by  a  Diverfity  of  Belief.  But  I  was  ob- 
liged to  change  this  way  of  thinking,  when  I  faw 
Numbers  differing  in  Religion,  who  had  notwith- 
standing the  moil  perfect  Efteem  for  each  other. 
The  J^htakers  differ  as  widely  as  we  from  the  Naza- 
rates  ;  they  have  no  Sacrament,  not  even  fo  much 
as  that  of  Baptifm ';  however,  the  Nazarenes  do  not 
cither  hate  or  defpife  them. 

We  muft  look  therefore  for  fome  other  Caufe 
than  Religion,  in  order  to  account  for  that  Antipa- 
thy which  all  Nations  have  to  us.  I  do  indeed  be- 
lieve, that  Religion  influences  the  lower  Oafs  of 
People  in  their  Notions  of  Jews,  in  fome  meafure  ; 
but  it  is  certain,  that  it  does  not  determine  them 
intirely ;  wherefore,  there  muft  be  fome  particular 
Subject  whence  the  unanimous  Hatred  of  all  People 
mult  flow.     Did  it  come  purely  from  Difference^ 

point 
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point  of  Faith,  why  fhould  the  Turks  hate  us  more 
than  they  do  the  Nazarenes  ?  Or  thefe  latter  why 
fhould  they  detefl  us  more  than  Turks  ? 

I  believe,  dear  Ifaac,  that  we  ought  to  feek  in  the 
evil  Conduct  of  our  own  Brethren,  what  we  gene- 
rally attribute  to  Difference  in  Religion.  If  we  cre- 
dit certain  Nazarcne  Hiftorians,  we  (hall  find  in 
their  Writings,  that  the  horrid  Crimes  of  certain 
yews  have  in  all  times  had  defperate  Confequences 
in  refpect  to  our  Nation.  Rigord,  Phyfician  and 
Hifforiographer  to  Philip  Augujlus  writes,  that  in 
1 1 80.  our  Brethren  fettled  in  Paris  would  needs 
make  a  Sacrifice  on  the  Solemnization  of  the  Paffo- 
vcr,  fuppofing  they  might  draw  down  the  divine 
Clemency,  by  immolating  a  Nazarene.  They  car- 
ried off,  fays  he,  a  young  Lad  of  twelve  Years  old, 
whofe  Name  was  Richard^  the  Son  of  a  rich  Traded 
man,  and  after  they  hadalmoft  by  whipping  tore  off 
his  Flefh  from  his  Bones,  they  crucified  him.  This 
barbarous  Action  coming  to  the  knowledge,  of  the 
French^  all  who  had  any  Concern  in  this  dreadful  Sa- 
crifice were  put  to  death,  and  our  whole  Nation  for 
ever  baniihed  that  Kingdom. 

France  is  not  the  only  Country  wherein  we  are 
charged  with  fuch  Cruelties.  The  Inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Trent  commemorate  annually  a  Thing  of  the 
fame  kind  perpetrated  on  a  little  Boy  called  Simonet9 
the  Son  of  a  Shoemaker*  whofe  Name  was  Simon . 
The  Jews,  fay  they,  having  ftript  the  Boy,  did  in 
the  mod  cruel  Manner  draw  out  all  his  Blood,  in 
order  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  celebrating  the  Paffover, 
and  afterwards  threw  the  Carcafe  into  a  common 
Shore,  which  ran  under  the  Synagogue.  The  Thing 
being  difcovered,  the  Jews  were  feverely  punifhed, 
and  the  Nazarenes  fhew  to  this  very  Day,  the  Houfe 
In  which  this  villainous  Act  was  peipetrated. 

B  6  I 
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really  cannot  think  of  fettling  my  Opinion  as 
fe  Facts,  when  I   either    read   them   or  hear 
them  talk'd  of.     I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  fuch 
Cruelties  are  no  where  praclifed  in    our  Synagogues 
at  this  Day,  and  I  can  hardly   bring    myfelf  to  be- 
lieve   that    they    were     ever   pra£tifed    heretofore. 
However,    thefe  Accounts  are  accompanied    with 
fuch  Circumftances,  that  it  is  almofr.  impoflible  not 
to  admit  the  Matters  of  Fa6r.     But  after  all,  if  it 
were  true  that  there  were  fome  Jews  fo  wicked  and 
fo  furious  as  to  run  into  ExcefTes  of  this  Sort,   ought 
their  Crimes  to  afreet,  a  whole  Nation  ?     There  is 
nothing  more  eafy,  than  the  Proof  that  only  a    few 
mad  and  vile  People  were   ever  guilty  of  Things  of 
this  Nature,  and  that  the  Jews  in  general  were  not 
only  ignorant  of  them,  but  if  they  had   been    ac- 
quainted with  fuch  Practices  would  have  had  them 
in  the    utmoft  Deteftation.     In  order  to   eftablim 
this,   we    need  only  confider  what   the  Hiftoriogra- 
pher  of  Philip  Augujius    fays.      Me  a  [fares   us,  that 
the  Criminals  zvere  punified  with  Death,  and  the  Re- 
mainder  were  hanijhed  the  Kingdc?n.    There  were  but 
fifteen  or  fixteen  Jews  executed  ;    if  more  had   been 
found  guilty,   without   doubt   the   Nazarenes  would 
not  have  fpared  them.     The  whole  Nation  thus  ex- 
iled, had  nothing  to  do  with  thefe  Cruelties.     How- 
ever, by  aitonifhing  ill  Luck,  that  Horror  which  the 
Crime  of  a   few  particular   People   juftly  merited, 
refled  upon  the  Nation ;  and  they  are  perfuaded  in 
Franc?,  that  the  Jews  in    general  approve   of  fuch 
deteftable  Sacrifices.     There  needs  no   more,     my 
Friend,  to  render  them  odious  to  the  whole  World  : 
What  can  there  be  more  fcandalous   to  a   Nation, 
than  to  have  been  driven    out  of  a  great  Kingdom 
for  fuch  abominable  Dee  is  ? 

It  is  not  folely  to  Prejudices  of  this  fort  that  we 

ought 
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ought  to  attribute  the  Averfion  and  the  Diflike 
which  People  have  towards  us.  The  fordid  Ava- 
rice, and  the  Perfidy  of  fome  of  our  Brethren,  have 
made  us  mortally  hated.  Thus  the  innocent  fufFer 
for  the  Crime  of  the  guilty,  and  a  Number  of  Ifrac- 
lites  worthy  the  Efteem  of  all  honeft  Men,  zealous 
Obfervers  of  the  divine  Law,  are  without  Diftinclion 
confounded  with  People  whom  themfelves  defpife, 
and  whom  they  are  the  moft  ready  to  condemn. 

Our  Rabbins  ought  to  apply  themfelves  to  writing 
Books  of  Morality.  Such  Works  would  be  much 
more  ufeful,  and  do  us  more  honour  among  fuch  as 
differ  from  us  in  Religion,  than  that  monftrous  Heap 
of  Vifions  which  are  to  be  found  in  moft  of  our 
Authors,  and  which  ferve  only  to  difcredit  our  Wri- 
ters and  our  Nation.  I  would  be  content  to  fee  our 
Doctors  attentive  in  explaining  the  Law,  and  in 
applying  it  principally  to  the  difcouraging  the  Prac- 
tice of  thofe  Vices  moft  reigning  amongft  us  ;  infill- 
ing conftantly  on  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  A61  of  taking 
away  another  Man's  Property  in  the  Sight  of  God, 
and  the  Bafenefs  of  Ufury  in  the  Sight  of  Men.  If 
they  could  once  bring  this  Doctrine  to  prevail,  and 
could  induce  our  Brethren  to  be  lefs  attached  to, 
and  fufceptible  of  the  Temptation  of  filthy  Lucre,  I 
doubt  not  but  they  would  enable  them  to  re- 
gain the  Efteem  and  Regard  of  all  Nations.  Why 
ihould  they  refufe  it  us,  if  we  were  worthy  of  it  ? 
I  have  before  fhewn,  that  Difference  in  Religion  is 
not  a  Reafon  which  determines  the  Efteem  or  the 
Diflike  of  Men.  Befides,  dear  Ifaac9  ours  hath  in 
itfelf  fuch  Beauties,  that  if  the  Jews  were  once  be- 
come a  virtuous  People,  they  would  be  at  leaft  fe- 
cure  of  the  Friendship  oi  Philofophers,  learned  and 
reafonable  Men.  But  far,  my  Friend,  very  far  are 
the  Rabbins  from  endeavouring  to  eradicate  Avarice 

from 
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from  the  Hearts  of  the  Ifraelites,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  the  firft  themfelves  of  giving  Examples  of 
fordid  Covetoufnefs  ;  infomuch,  that  it  may  be  faid 
of  the  Prayers  in  our  Synagogues,  as  one  of  the 
Ancients  faid  of  thofe  heretofore  made  by  the  Pa- 
gans :  Do  we  obferve,  fays  he,  any  go  to  the  Temples 
in  order  to  befeech  the  Gods  to  give  him  Perfection  in 
Eloquence,  or  to  difcover  to  him  the  Secrets  of  Philo- 
fophy?  Nay,  do  they  fo  much  as  afk  Rectitude  of 
Mind,  or  Health  of  Body  ?  But  of  all  who  go  to  the 
Capitol,  this  is  the  Cufiom,  before  they  reach  the  very 
Threjhold  of  the  Gate,  the  one  promifes  great  Offerings 
to  the  Deity  he  worjhips,  provided  he  hajl ens  the  Death 
of  a  rich  Relation  \  another,  that  he  may  difcover  a 
hidden  Treafure  ;  a  third,  that  he  may  be  lucky  enough 
to  acquire  a  large  Ejlate  in  Bufinefs  *. 

Such  are  the  Prayers  which  moft  of  the  Jews  of- 
fer to  the  Divinity.  They  forget  that  they  are 
forbidden  in  the  Law  to  wifh  for  the  Goods  of  an- 
other, and  the  Rabbins,  far  from  putting  them  in 
mind  of  this  divine  Precept,  feem  to  have  banifhed 
it  entirely  from  their  own  Thoughts.  After  this 
we  need  not  think  it  ftrange  that  the  Nazarenes 
have  propagated  a  certain  malicious  Fable  againft 
us,  viz.  That  we  have  made  an  Oath  to  cheat  as 
often  as  we  have  an  Opportunity.  They  judge  of 
our  Precepts  by  our  Actions.  I  am  fenfible,  my 
Friend,  that  the  famous  Leo  of  Modena  hath  refuted 
with  great  Quicknefs  fuch  as  have  endeavoured  to  fix 

*  Quis  unquam  <venit  in  templum  &  totum  fecit,  ft  ad 
eloqueniiam  perveniffet  ?  Quis,  Ji  fbilofopbia  font  em  in- 
evenijfet  ?  J$c  ne  bona?n  quidem  mentem,  aut  bonam  <vale- 
tudinem  petuvt.  Sedfiatim  antequam  limen  Capiiolii  tan- 
ganty  alius  donum  promit/it,  fi  propinquum  di<vitem  extulc- 
nt  i  alius  fi  thefaurum  effoderit  ;  alius  fi  ad  trscenties 
//.  S.  fahus  pervenerit.     Petronius  in  Satir. 

fo 
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fo  criminal  a  Ufage  upon  us,  and  hath  well  fhewn 
how  far  we  are  from  following  fuch  pernicious 
Maxims,  or  from  regarding  them  as  Points  of  Doc- 
trine. But  notwithstanding  the  learned  Writings  of 
that  excellent  Jew,  there  are  at  this  Day  a  Multi- 
tude of  Nazarenes  who  perfuade  themfelves  they  do 
not  do  us  the  leaft  Injuftice  in  imputing  to  us  this 
criminal  Sentiment. 

We  mail  never  be  able  to  regain  the  Efteem  of 
other  Nations,  but  by  changing  our  Conduct  intire- 
ly,  and  becoming  as  remarkable  for  our  Difintereft- 
ednefs,as  we  are  at  prefent  for  our  Avarice.  Not  that 
I  pretend  to  prevent  our  Brethren  from  making  an 
honeft  Profit,  or  from  gaining  by  Commerce. 
There  is  nothing  more  lawful.  What  I  would  be  at 
is  this ;  that  they  fhould  be  more  fincere,  and  that 
Uprightnefs  and  Candour  mould  be  vifible  in  all 
their  Dealings, 

When  I  have  defended  this  Opinion  againft  Jews 
of  a  contrary  Sentiment,  and  who  did  not  think  we 
were  bound  to  ufe  fo  much  Delicacy  in  our  Deal- 
ings with  the  Nazarenes,  I  could  never  perceive 
any  Strength  in  their  Reafons.  JVe  pay,  fay  they, 
exorbitant  Impojls.  Princes,  in  many  Countries  look 
upon  us  as  fo  many  Beajls.  They  fell  us  the  very  Air 
that  ive  breathe,  'Tis  by  Dint  of  Money  that  we  ob- 
tain a  Refidence  among  them.  In  fome  Towns  of  Ger- 
many they  oblige  us  to  pay  ttventy  Pence  an  Hour  as 
long  as  wejlay.  Is  not  this  an  ajlonifning  Impofition  f 
Are  we  obliged  to  aft  with  Candour  toivards  ihofe  who 
fo  cruelly  pcrfecutc  us  f  And  are  we  not  at  Liberty  to 
make  Rcprifals  on  the  Nazarenes,  who  thus  enrich 
themfelves  by  our  Labours  ? 

Whatever  at  firft  Sight  there  may  feem  to  be  in 
thefe  Reafons,  they  are  entirely  overthrown  by  this 
iingle  Principle,  that  it  is  not  juftifiable  to  commit 


one 
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one  Crime  in  order  to  punifh  another.  In  this  re- 
flect I  find  the  Morality  of  the  Nazarenes  admirable. 
It  muft  be  owned  that  they  do  not  praclife  it ;  but 
it  is  however  one  of  the  principal  Points  of  their 
Religion,  that  we  are  not  to  commit  Evil  upon 
any  Account.  Their  civil  Laws  agree  on  this  Sub- 
jecl:  with  their  religious  Precepts.  It  muft  be  own- 
ed there  are  fome  Ultramontane  Doctors  who  have 
maintained  this  impious  Principle,  That  Subjefts 
may  revolt  againjl  their  Princes  when  they  are  Here- 
ticks.  But  thefe  deteftable  Opinions  have  been  con- 
demned in  all  Nations  whofe  Superftition  hath  not 
ftifled  the  Senfe  of  Honour  and  Religion.  The  Par- 
liaments of  France  have  ordered  Books  containing 
fuch  Principles,  to  be  torn  by  the  Hands  of  the 
Hangman,  and  the  Univerfities  have  fully  refuted 
them.  To  fay  the  Truth,  Princes  themfelves,  who 
are  fo  much  outraged  by  the  fpreading  of  fuch  No- 
tions, have  fometimes  fhewn  no  great  Liking  to 
that  Zeal  with  which  they  have  been  condemned, 
which  muft  to  thee  appear  incomprehenfible.  How- 
ever, hitherto  France  and  Germany  have  rejected 
with  Horror  all  Doctrines  tending  to  violate  the 
Refpect  due  to  Sovereigns. 

It  is  to  the  Love  of  their  Subjects  that  many 
Princes  owe  the  Prefervation  of  their  Glory.  While 
they  are  abforbed  in  Pleafures,  and  feem  quite  to 
forget  the  high  Rank  they  poffefs ;  Rome,  always 
ambitious,  and  always  attentive  to  the  Means  of 
overturning  the  Rights  of  Kings,  fails  not  of  ma- 
king Attempts  againft  their  Authorities :  But  the 
People  being  alarmed  at  the  firft  Appearance  of  a 
Novelty,  nig  with  pernicious  Confequences,  oppofe 
thereby  fo  ftrong  a  Barrier  to  the  Ambition  of  the 
Sovereign  Pontiffs,  as  affords  Princes  time  to  awake 
out  of  their  Lethargy  and  to  defend  their  Rights. 

Take 
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Take  Care  of  thyfelf,  dear   Ifaac,  and  may  the 
God  of  our  Fathers  render  thee  profperous. 
Hamburgh. 


LETTER     CXXIII. 

Isaac  On  is,  Caraite^  heretofore  a  Rabbi   «/ 
Conftantinople,   to  Aaron  Monceca. 

I  Divert  myfelf  with  confidering  daily  the  different 
■*  Syftems  of  Philofophers,  without  giving  however 
intire  Credit  to  any.  I  confider  them  all  as  proba- 
ble, but  I  believe  there  is  none  without  its  Difficul- 
ties, and  in  which  it  is  by  no  means  hard  to  find  weak 
Places,  if  one  were  inclined  to  attack  them.  I  leave 
to  a  certain  Race  of  Wrongheads  that  Adoration 
which  they  pretend  to  pay  to  their  favourite  Au- 
thors. Whatever  the  Reputation  of  a  Philofopher 
may  be,  I  never  fuffer  it  to  draw  me  into  a  falfe  Ad- 
miration of  him.  There  are,  in  my  Opinion,  many 
Things  hid  from  all  Men,  and  which  the  modern 
Philofophers  have  not  a  bit  better  explained  than  the 
Ancients. 

An  Arabian  of  my  Acquaintance  has  within 
thefe  few  Days  lent  me  a  Manufcript.  I  have  read 
it  with  Attention.  I  find  many  things  in  it  very 
amufing :  But,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  there  is 
very  little  Inftru&ion  to  be  gathered  from  the  whole 
Work.  The  Author's  Scheme  is  this:  He  pre- 
tends, 
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tends,  that  Men,  Animals,  and  all  that  we  fee  in- 
verted with  Life,  were  produced  by  the  Sea.  The 
firft  Fault  I  find  with  this  Syftem  is,  that  it  is  di- 
rectly oppofite  to  the  Exigence  of  a  Deity.  As  I 
have  an  infinite  Contempt  for  fuch  blind  Philofo- 
phers  as  are  not  ftruck  with  this  firft  and  apparent 
Truth,  fo  you  may  guefs  that  there  is  in  this  Syftem 
fomething  very  pleafant  and  very  whimfical,  fince 
notwithftanding  this  capital  Error  I  could  read  it  with 
any  Pleafure.  See  then  in  few  Words  a  brief  Ex- 
position of  this  Syftem. 

The  Arabian  Author  pretends,  That  there  hath 
happened  inienfibly  a  great  Change  in  the  Earth,  fo 
that  what  we  now  fee  dry,  was  heretofore  covered 
with  Water.  He  affirms,  that  the  Sea  and  Waters 
wafted  by  Degrees,  and  the  Earth  being  dried  by  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  did  after  many  Ages  aflume  much 
the  fame  Form  that  it  has  at  prefent. 

This  is  his  Syftem  with  refpec*  to  the  World  in 
general.  Now,  let  me  tell  you  what  he  fays  in  par- 
ticular of  Man,  and  other  terreftrial  Animals. 
When  the  Waters  Were  con  fumed  to  a  certain  De- 
gree, and  of  courfe  a  certain  Part  of  the  Earth  lay 
bare,  fome  aquatick  Animals  accuftomed  them- 
felves  by  little  and  little,  to  go  and  browfe  and  feed 
upon  the  Grafs;  that  the  Man,  the  Ox,  the 
Horfe,  &c.  conftantly  went  back  at  firft  into  the 
Water ;  but,  in  procefs  of  Time  going  farther  and 
farther  from  the  Bank,  they  in  the  end  accuftomed 
themfelves  to  live  on  the  Earth.  The  Sun,  by  the 
Heat  of  his  Rays,  quickly  altered  the  Texture  of 
their  Skins,  and  gave  to  fome  of  them  Hair  and 
Hides,  as  we  fee  them  have.  He  pretends,  that 
Habit,  which  is  a  fecond  Nature,  did  in  procefs  of 
Time  make  the  IfTue  of  thefe  aquatick  Animals  in- 
capable of  living  any  where  but  in  the  Earth.     That 

in 
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in  like  manner,  the  Birds  too  lofl  the  Capacity  of 
entering  the  Waters,  becaufe  they  were  not  accuf- 
tomed  to  it  from  the  time  of  their  being  hatch'd, 
except  in  fuch  as  were  call'd  Sea  and  River  Fowl ;  the 
Parents  of  which  had  never  ftrayed  far  from  their 
Mother-Element.  In  fupport  of  this  extraordinary 
Doctrine,  our  Author  rcafons  thus  :  We  fee  that  the 
Sun  changes  intirely  the  Form  and  Colour  of  Men  ; 
Children  are  born  white  in  the  ?nidft  of  Ethiopia,  and 
the  firft  Covering  6f  their  Heads  is  Hair,  and  not 
Woo!.  It  is  not  till  fomc  Days  after  that  they  become 
black  ;  and  there  is  a  very  confiderable  Space  inter- 
venes before  any  thing  like  Wool  appears.  The  Rea- 
fon  of  this  is*  becaufe  Men  always  retain  a  Jlrong 
Tinfiure  of  their  firjl  'Quality  ;  and  that  during  the 
time  Men  were  aquatick  Animals,  they  were  all  white, 
and  had  none  of  them  Wool  in  place  of  Hair  ;  but 
j'pice  they  have  quitted  their  ancient  Element,  they 
have  been  changed  more  or  lefs  according  as  the  Va- 
pours of  the  Earth,  or  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  have  ope- 
rated upon  them. 

All  Animals,  continues  the  Arab  Writer,  retain 
even  to  this  Day  fome  of their  fir  ft  Qualities.  There 
are  none  of  them,  but  what  can  fwim  and  live  for 
fome  time  in  the  Water  ;  the  Cow,  the  Horfe,  the 
Dog,  and  all  other  Creatures  fwim  naturally  ;  Man 
would  do  the  fame  thing,  if  Fear  did  not  hinder  Na- 
ture from  exerting  thofe  Motions  with  which,  however, 
foe  is  very  zvell  acquainted.  In  fome  Seas  Sea- Men 
are  yet  found  ;  the  Dutch  Hiftorians  mention  a  Girl 
who  was  preferved  a  long  time  at  Harlem  about  three 
hundred  Tears  ago,  and  who  was  ft  opt  upon  the  Shore 
jujl  as  Jhe  came  out  of  the  Sea.  In  many  other  Coun- 
tries, Creatures  have  been  feen  half  Fijfh,  half  of  a 
human  Form,  all  which  is  fufficient  to  Jhew,  that  the 
Ele?nent  of  Water  is  by  no  means  incompatible  with  an 

organized 
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erganized  Body  like  to  that  of  Man  ;  and  that  there  is 
nothing  but  Habit ,  and  their  being  accujlcmed  from 
their  Birth  to  breathe  the  dry  Air  on  foore,  which 
hinders  Men  from  living  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Sea. 

See,  my  dear  Friend,  the  Scheme  of  this  Arabian , 
who  is  to  this  Day  bufy  in  rinding  out  Proofs  of  his 
Hypothefis.  He  afked  me  my  Opinion.  I  told 
him  very  fincerely,  that  all  Syftems  which  did  not 
admit  the  Exiftence  of  a  Deity,  and  which  fuppofed 
as  the  firft  Principle  of  all  Things,  a  certain  Ar- 
rangement of  Matter  by  the  Hand  of  Chance,  would 
fall  into  unfuftainable  Opinions,  by  building  a  Caftle 
on  the  Sands,  which  the  flighteft  Motion  muft  o- 
verturn  from  Top  to  Bottom. 

It  is  indeed  a  furprizing  thing,  that  the  Philofo- 
phers  did  not  perfectly  comprehend  the  Necefiity  of 
a  Thing  which  the  moft  fimple  People  now-a-days 
clearly  fee  the  Truth  of.  The  moft  fublime  Veri- 
ties, feys  an  Englijh  Author  *,  which  were  fcarce 
acceflable  to  the  brighter!:  and  beft  cultivated  Wits 
among  the  Pagans,  are  at  prefent  become  familiar, 
even  to  the  moft  confined  Underftandings.  This 
opens  a  large  Field  of  fatisfa£tory  Reflections  to  a 
Man  who  confiders  Things  with  the  Eye  of  a  Phi- 
lofopher,  and  who  poflefles  a  Soul  capable  of  being 
charmed  at  the  mighty  Progrefs  which  ufeful  Know- 
ledge hath  made  among  Mankind. 

What,  my  Friend,  would  all  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man Philofophers  fay,  who  after  thirty  or  forty 
Years  fpent  in  Study,  acquired  fo  imperfect  an  Idea 
of  the  Deity  ?  What,  I  repeat  it,  would  they  fay, 
if  they  were  to  return  to  the  World,  and  find  every 
little  Scholar  in  Philofophy  able  to  fhew  them  with 
the  greateft  Clearnefs,  that  God  is  not  material,  be- 
caufe  whatfoever  is  corporal  is  fubject  to  Divifion  ; 

and 
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and  whatfoever  can  be  divided,  cannot  be  God. 
For  then  either  there  muft  be  as  many  Gods  m 
Parts,  or  the  Deity  muft  be  compounded  of  certain 
Parts  not  divine. 

The  Aftonifhment  of  thefe  Philofophers  would 
ftill  increafe,  when  they  were  fhewn  how  great 
their  Error  was  in  admitting  Matter  to  be  co-eter- 
nal with  God.  They  would  learn,  that  there 
could  be  nothing  co-eternal  with  him,  fmce  he 
could  not  then  be  Almighty.  For  not  having  cre- 
ated Matter  he  could  not  deftroy  it.  Now,  it  is 
equally  ridiculous  to  affirm,  that  a  Thing  which  has 
no  Beginning  can  have  an  End,  or  that  God  can 
exift  and  not  be  Almighty.  Thefe  Greeks  and  Ro- 
wans, of  whom  fome  boaft  fo  much,  would  be  fur- 
prized  that  they  themfelves  did  not  make  thefe  Re- 
flections, or  that  the  Prejudices  imbibed  in  their  In- 
fancy, and  ftrengthened  by  Education,  mould  be 
able  to  hinder  them  from  coming  at  fuch  clear  and 
eafy  Truths. 

It  is  to  us,  it  is  to  us,  Monceca,  that  the  whole 
World  is  indebted  for  the  Knowledge  of  God. 
The  firft  Nazarenes  who  taught  the  Heathens  the 
Unity  and  Spirituality  of  the  Divinity,  were  Jews 
feparating  from  our  Communion.  Paffion  has  made 
our  Brethren  fay  a  great  deal  of  111  of  them.  How- 
ever, it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  were  truly  great 
Men,  who  hazarded  their  Lives  to  withdraw  the 
human  Species  from  Idolatry  ;  if  the  Unity  of  God 
hath  been  preached  throughout  the  Univerfe,  it  is 
folely  owing  to  them. 

When  I  wras  a  Rabbi  at  Cojiflantinople  I  durft  not 
talk  in  this  Style.  My  Brethren  would  have  looked 
upon  me  with  Horror ;  they  would  have  taxed  me 
with  inclining  to  Nazarenifm,  as  if  one  ought  not 
to  render  Juftice  to  Merit  wherever  it   is  found ; 

and 
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and  that  the  Difference  of  Belief  obliges  one  to  dil- 
guife  one's  Sentiments,  and  to  defpife  People  really 
worthy  of  Efteem.  Let  us,  my  Friend,  leave  this 
Madnefs  to  narrow  Minds.  It  is  a  Conduct  only 
worthy  of  Blockheads  and  Fanaticks  ;  and  when  we 
fee  a  Man  of  true  Genius  run  into  Inveclives  againft 
People  of  Probity,  one  may  boldly  affirm,  that  it  is 
not  his  Zeal  for  Religion,  but  his  Ambition,  Hatred, 
or  fome  other  Paffion,  which  moves  him  thereto. 
When  Pafcal  wrote  his  Provincial  Letters,  he 
thought  lefs  of  defending  Nazarenifm  than  of  outrag- 
ing the  Jefuits ;  and  when  thofe  People  perfecuted 
jfrnauld,  it  was  the  deftroying  of  their  Enemy,  and 
riot  the  Good  of  Religion  that  they  had  in  View. 
Too  many  Divines  who  dip  in  Controverfy,  hate 
their  Adverfaries  more  than  the  Errors  they  main- 
tain. It  is  the  fame  thing  with  other  Writers,when 
they  come  to  differ  with  each  other  ;  they  do  not 
criticife  a  Work  becaufe  it  is  ill  written,  but  be- 
caufe  it  is  written  by  an  Adverfary. 

When  I  was  in  Germany ^  I  was  acquainted  with 
two  Authors  who  were  continually  praifing  each  o- 
ther.  The  one  was  the  eldeft  Son  of  Apollo^  the  o- 
ther  the  Darling  and  the  Favourite  of  the  Mufes. 
After  all,  they  fell  out  on  account  of  a  Piece  which 
the  one  wrote,  and  the  other,  contrary  to  his  Cu- 
ftom,  found  fome  fault  with.  This  was  fufficient 
to  fow  everlafting  Divifion.  They  wrote  againft 
each  other  immediately  with  all  the  Vehemence 
imaginable  ;  they  publifhed  mutual  Edicts  of  Banifh- 
ment  from  ParnaJJus^  and  fupported  theie  new  Sen- 
timents of  theirs  in  all  Companies  with  a  Petulancy 
not  to  be  endured.  They  blamed  exceffively  thofe 
very  Pieces  which  they  had  before  as  much  com- 
mended ;  nor  can  I  conceive  how  they  could,  after 
laying  fo  many  handfome  Things  the  one  of  the 
1  other, 
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other,  deviate  into  fuch  Scurrility  and  Abufe.  This 
Conducl,  faid  I  to  one  of  them,  will  hurt  you  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  World.  What  would  you  have  your 
Readers  think  of  your  Works ,  when  they  find  you  bla- 
ming noiv  what  you  commended  a  while  ago.  They 
will  believe,  and  tvith  Reafon,  that  you  commend  with- 
out Grounds,  and  that  you  cenfure  without  Caufe.  What 
ftgnifies  that,  reply'd  the  Author,  provided  I  can  but 
dcfiroy  the  Praifes  that  I  have  formerly  given  the  Man 
who  has  had  the  Confidence  to  blame  my  Writings,  I 
am  content.  I  praifed  him  becaufe  he  praifcd  me,  and 
I  cenfure  him  becaufe  he  cenfured  me.  If  he  was  to 
write  even  better  than  he  did,  I  will  perfejl  always  in 
faying,  that  he  writes  nothing  worth  reading. 

This  is  the  manner,  dear  Aaron,  in  which  Au- 
thors generally  treat  each  other.  There  are  very  few 
amongft  them  who  commend  their  Brethren  without 
Hopes  of  Return.  In  the  Republick  of  Letters,  Eu- 
logies are  a  Sort  of  Goods  in  which  there  is  always  a 
great  Trade.  I  believe  it  is  pretty  much  the  fame 
thing  in  all  other  States  ;  when  one  praifes  a  Perfon, 
one  is  apt  to  be  uneafy  if  he  fays  nothing  in  return. 
Self-love  is  deeply  wounded  by  that  Silence  which 
mortifies  the  natural  Vanity  of  Men,  and  which 
feems  to  imply  a  mighty  Superiority  in  him  who  re- 
ceives, over  him  who  beftows  Panegvrick. 

I  believe,  my  Friend,  that  we  may  lay  it  down 
as  a  general  Principle,  tbat  mofr.  Men  commend 
from  one  of  thefe  two  Motives  ;  either  that  they 
may.be  commended,  or  that  they  may  be  reward- 
ed. There  arc  very  few,  who  from  the  fole  Prin- 
ciple of  doing  Juftice  to  Merit,  make  it  their  Prac- 
tice to  fpeak  well  of  the  good  Qualities  of  others. 
It  is  true,  that  generally  fpeaking,  we  look  upon  this 
noble  and  generous  Way  of  Proceeding,  as  a  Virtue 
frequently  to  be  met  with  >    but   if  we   examine 

Things 
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Things  more  clofely,  we  fhall  find  that  the  Number 
of  ihefe  difinterefted  People  is  but  fmall. 

Be  cartful  of  yourfelf,  dear  Monceca^  live  con- 
tent and  happy,  and  excufe  my  writing  to  you  fo 
feldom. 

Cairo* 


LETTER    CXXIV. 


Aaron  Monceca, 
Caraite,  formerly  a 
tinople. 


to    Isaac    On  is, 

Rabbi   at    Conftan- 


'Tp  H  E  Nazarencs  have  a  laudable  Cuflom,  which 
-*  I  cannot  help  blaming  our  Anceftors  for  not 
having  obferved.  They  go  to  the  very  Extremities 
of  the  World,  in  order  to  preach  the  Exiftence  of 
one  God,  All-good,  All-mighty  and  All-merciful. 
There  is  no  Country,  how  barbarous,  how  diftant 
foever,  whither  they  have  not  gone  to  deftroy  Idols, 
and  to  infult  them  on  their  Altars.  If  thefe  People 
ufed  a  little  more  foftnefs  in  their  manner  of  com- 
municating thefe  fublime  Truths,  and  if  their  Be- 
haviour were  not  in  fome  kind  inconfiftent  with  the 
Doctrines  which  they  preach,  I  fhould  look  upon 
thefe  Miilionaries  as  the  greateft  and  moft  deferving 
Men  in  the  Univerfe.  Is  there,  in  effecT:,  any  thing 
fo  glorious,  as  for  Men  to  devote  themfelves  intirely 
to  the  Service  of  an  infinite  Number  of  Perfons,  un- 
der the  Slavery  of  moft  abfurd  Opinions,  and  plung'd 
1  In 
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in  the  frightful  Abyfs  of  Idolatry  ?  Is  there,  I  fay, 
any  thing  more  noble  than  to  make  the  Delivery  of 
fuch  Perfons  the  Bufinefs  of  one's  Life  ? 

If  fuch  as  make  it  their  Employment  to  enlighten 
thefe  unfortunate  Pagans,  contented  themfelves  with 
exerting  Reafon  and  good  Senfe,  inftead  of  ufing 
Force  and  Violence  when  they  have  it  in  their  power, 
Idolatrous  Nations  would  much  fooner  be  per- 
fuaded  of  the  Exiftence  and  Unity  of  God.  But 
the  Cruelties  which  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese 
have  exercifed  in  certain  Countries,  and  which  are 
far  from  being  unknown  to  other  favage  Nations, 
give  them  an  extraordinary  Hatred  and  unconquer- 
able Averfion  towards  fuch  as  come  to  inftrucT:  them. 
What  is  it  one  can  really  imagine  an  Indian  can 
think  of  thofe  terrible  Executions  he  hears  to  have 
been  done  by  the  Inquifition  at  Goaf  Thcfe  Folks ', 
will  he  fay  to  himfelf,  who  come  to  inform  me  of  a 
God,  perfeclly  good,  and  merciful  in  all  things,  offer 
up  daily  Numbers  of  their  Brethren  to  this  fame  God9 
and  are  continually  fprinkling  this  great  Altar  of  his 
the  Earth,  with  the  Blood  of  his  Creatures.  They 
?noJl  cruelly  commit  to  the  Flames,  Men  of  the  greateji 
Worth  and  Probity,  bccaufe  they  have  not  Power  enough 
over  their  own  Minds,  to  force  the  Belief  of  certain 
Propofttions  which  fcem  to  them  contrary  to  Equity  and 
Reajon.  The  Fiercenefs  and  Cruelty  of  a  Miffio- 
nary  in  thofe  Countries,  where  their  Power  is  efta- 
blifh'd,  hinders  the  Fruit  of  their  Arguments,  even 
where  they  uie  no  other  Weapons. 

You  will  afk  me  perhaps,  mv  Friend,  how  it 
comes  to  pais  that  I,  who  am  a  few,  fhould  intereft 
myfelf  in  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith  of  the  Kaza- 
rc>.e>  ?  The  Anfwer  is  eafy  and  natural.  It  is  not 
the  Propagation  of  the  Principles  of  the  Na-zarenc 
Religion  for  which  1  am  concerned,  but  the  pro- 
pagating the  Knowledge  of  the  Deity.     You  knowr 
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that  I  have  always  thought,  as  well  as  you,  that 
Men  might  be  faved  in  all  Religions,  provided  they 
were  truly  virtuous.  Now  there  is  nothing  fo  capa- 
ble of  leading  Men  to  the  Practice  of  Honefty  and 
Virtue  as  the  Senfe  of  a  Divine  Being,  provided  it 
be  not  clouded,  or  in  a  manner  extinguished  by  an 
infupportable  Load  of  incomprehenlible  and  contra- 
dictory Doctrines,  and  of  Ceremonies  equally  ridi- 
culous and  vain.  We  ought  naturally  to  wifh  the 
Good,  and  to  defire  the  Salvation  of  all  Mankind. 
We  are  therefore  obliged  to  the  Miflionaries,  who 
by  their  Preaching  facilitate  the  faving  fuch  as  are 
funk  in  Idolatry,  by  teaching  them  the  Knowledge 
of  God  and  of  his  Will.  There  is  no  Philofopher, 
of  what  Religion  foever  he  be,  who  can  think 
otherwife,  if  at  leaft  he  does  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
blinded  by  his  Prejudices,  and  by  an  unreafonable 
Hatred  of  thofe  who  are  not  of  his  own  Opinion  in 
all  things. 

It  were  to  be  wifh'd,  that  when  the  Jeuis  were 
difperfed,  after  Titus  had  deftroycd  Jcrufak?n>  they 
had  followed  this  Maxim  of  the  Nazar ~cnes ,  and  had 
made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  preach  and  to  propagate 
the  Law  of  Mofes  throughout  the  Univerfe,  inftead 
of  keeping  to  themfelves  thofe  Treafures  which  they 
received  from  Heaven.  Had  they  acted  thus,  one 
can  hardly  conceive,  that  the  Number  of  Miffio- 
naries  confidered,  and  the  Beauty  of  that  Religion 
adverted  to,  which  thefe  Miilionaries  were  to  preach ; 
I  fay,  a  proper  Weight  given  to  thefe  Things,  one 
can  fcarce  believe  they  could  have  fail'd  perfuading 
all  the  Nations  in  the  World.  What  Weapons 
could  either  Ignorance  or  Superftition  have  oppofed 
to  the  fimple  and  evident  Truths  they  would  have 
revealed  ? 

The  more  I  confider  my  Religion,  the  more    I 

am  convinced  that  it  is  equally  reafonable  and  mag- 

2  nifkent. 


Let.  124.       The  Jewish  Spy.  27 

nificent.  One  only  God,  the  Creator  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  a  Being  infinitely  wife  and  good,  who 
preferves  and  governs  the  Univerfe  by  his  Power, 
who  will  punifh  the  Wicked,  and  who  will  reward 
the  Good.  The  Wicked,  who  are  they  ?  Such  as 
prefume  to  do  unto  others  what  they  would  not  bear 
to  be  done  to  themfelves  :  And  the  Good,  who  are 
they  ?  Such  as,  not  content  with  avoiding  any  In- 
juftice  towards  their  Neighbour,  practife  alfo  to- 
wards him  whatfoever  they  wifh  he  fhould  prac~tife 
towards  them,  as  my  Friend  the  Latin  Poet  happily 
exprefles  it  in  one  Line  : 

Qua  tibi  vis  fieri ',  facias.     Hac  fummula  legis. 

To  others  do,  what  you  from  them  expect, 
Nor  ever  this  the  Sum  of  Law  neglect. 

Here,  my  Friend,  is  the  Whole  of  our  Religion. 
All  its  Precepts  are  contained  within  this  narrow 
Compafs.  Whatever  our  Rabbins  have  added,  may 
be  considered,  if  you  pleafe,  as  ufelefs  and  fuperflu- 
ous.  What  Mortal,  who  makes  the  leaft  uie  of  his 
Reafon,  but  mull:  acknowledge  the  Evidence  of  the 
Truths  we  declare,  and  give  them  his  Ailent  ?  I 
repeat  it  again,  my  Friend,  that  if  we  had  been 
poflcflbd  of  a  Zeal  like  that  of  the  Nazarenes^  for 
making  known  the  Beauty  and  Sanctity  of  our  Re- 
ligion,  we  hud  certainly  drawn  to  us  a  Number  of 
Profelytes.  But  fince  our  People,  either  through 
Negligence,  or  which  is  the  real  Truth,  out  of  a 
Diftike  of  other  Nations,  hath  neglected  to  make 
known  to  them  the  Deity,  we  ought,  as  Philofo- 
phers,  to  be  charm'd  when  we  perceive  that  the 
Miflionaries  have  fupplied  our  Defect,  and  have  done 
to  Mankind  that  Service  which  we  difdained  to  ren- 
der them. 

C  1  Many 
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Many  of  the  Nazarenes  have  written  in  (harp 
Terms  againft  their  Miflionaries;  they  have  re- 
proach'd  them  on  the  head  of  their  bad  Conduct, 
and  have  alledged  that  they  have  fruftrated  thereby 
the  good  Defign  they  went  upon.  Thefe  Reflec- 
tions have  made  fome  hafty  People  conclude,  that 
all  the  Miflionaries  have  been  alike  wanting  in  their 
Duty.  But  this  is  giving  in  to  an  apparent  Error  : 
We  may  fay  without  exaggerating,  that  the  Good 
they  have  done  very  far  furpaffes  the  Evil.  It  is 
true  that  fome  Inftances  may  be  given,  where  Slips 
of  theirs  have  deftroyed  the  Fruits  of  many  Years 
Application.  However,  the  Crimes  of  particular 
People  ought  not  to  fall  upon  Miflionaries  in  gene- 
ral. I  own  it  were  to  be  wifh'd  there  had  never 
gone  to  the  Indies,  or  into  other  Countries  inhabit- 
ed by  Idolaters,  any  but  French  and  German  Miflio- 
naries, bred  up  in  Countries  where  the  Inquifition 
is  abhorr'd.  For  thefe  Preachers,  if  we  except  a  few 
of  a  certain  Order,  feldom  make  ufe  of  any  violent 
Meafures  j  and  this  Tendernefs  of  theirs,  is  much 
more  ufeful  and  efficacious  in  the  Bufinefs  of  their 
Million,  than  the  Fiercenefs  of  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguefe.  One  of  the  lair,  mentioned  Nation, 
v/hofe  Name  was  Menezes,  made  feveral  Attempts 
in  order  to  the  Converfion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Ifland  of  Zocotora ;  but  the  extraordinary  Cruelties 
he  had  exercifed  amongft  other  People,  where  he 
was  fupported  by  the  Power  of  the  King  of  Cochin, 
induced  thefe  Wanders  to  revolt  rather  than  receive 
him.  They  fell  into  a  Rage,  fays  a  Nazarene  Hifto- 
rian  *,  at  the  very  mention  of  their  embracing  the  Re- 
ligion of  the  Portuguefe.  Nay,  they  carried  their  A- 
verfion  fo  far  as  to  protejl,  that  they  would  rather  Juf- 

*  Diflertations  Hiftoriques  &  Recherches  fur  la  Reli- 
gion Chretienne  dans  les  Indes,  p.  304. 
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fcr  Death  than  embrace  the  Opinions  taught  by  thofe 
Miffionaries,  whom  they  Jliled  a  perverfe  and  infamous 
Race  of  Men. 

Another  Miflionary,  whofe  Name  was  Alphonfo 
Mendez,  demolifhed  all  that  his  Predecefibrs  had 
been  doing.  As  he  was  a  Jefuit,  his  Enemies  made 
that  a  Pretext  to  attack  the  Order.  They  pub- 
lifhed  feveral  Pieces,  wherein  they  accufed  the  Je- 
fuits in  general  of  prejudicing  the  Miflions  ;  but  in 
thcfe  they  exaggerated  many  Things,  and  in  feme 
others  difguifed  the  Truth  not  a  little.  To  do 
Juftice,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Miflio- 
naries  of  this  Order  have  made  a  great  Progrefs  in 
Countries,  where  before  their  Arrival  the  People 
had  not  any  right  Notions  of  the  Deity,  and  that 
they  commonly  behave  with  a  great  deal  of  Ten- 
dernefs.  Nay,  they  are  reproached  with  being  but 
too  tractable,  and  with  having  pufh'd  beyond  its 
proper  Extent,  their  Complaifance  for  the  Idolaters 
they  had  to  do  with.  But  whichever  Way  they 
take  it,  it  is  impofiible  for  them  to  content  all 
People,  or  to  hinder  their  Enemies  from  finding 
fault  with  their  Conduct.  The  difinterefted  Part, 
however,  of  their  Adverfaries  do  them  Juftice,  and 
acknowledge  that  there  have  been  in  the  Indies^ 
and  elfewhere,  Men  of  their  Order  of  great  Worth 
and  Probity.  Let  me  quote  to  you  what  a  reform'd 
Nazarene  *,  who  is  of  courfe  an  Enemy  to  the 
Jefuits,  has  find  upon  this  Subject.  "  Chriftianity 
"  feems  more  effectually  fettled  in  China  than  in 
"  any  of  the  Countries  where  the  Order  hath  been 
"  employed  in  planting  the  Faith.  The  Jefuits 
"   have  had  in  this  Million  many  great  Men,  fuch 

*  DifTertations  Hiftoriques  &  Recherches  fur  la  Reli- 
gion Chretienne  dans  les  Indes,  p.  318. 
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"  as  the  Fathers  Riccius,  Martinlus,  Schalt,  Ver- 
w  bieft,  and  very  many  others.  It  would  be  In- 
u  jufHce  to  refule  thefe  great  Men  the  Praifes 
<c  which  are  due  to  them.  For  my  part,  I  enter 
<c  not  at  prefent  into  the  Difputes  which  fubfift  be- 
"  tween  them  and  the  other  Miflionaries.  It  may 
*'  be,  that  the  Jefuits  are  not  altogether  free  from 
"  Blame  ;  but  the  Conduct  of  their  Adverfaries  is 
"  not  however  void  of  Paflion.  Do  they  not  evi- 
"  dentlv  (hew  tco  great  a  Pleafure  in  mortifying 
V  the  Jefuits  on  account  of  the  Infults  they  pretend 
"  to  have  received  from  them  ?  " 

This  Pafiage  fets  in  its  proper  Light  the  Grounds 
of  thofe  Reproaches  thrown  out  againft  the  Jefuit 
Miffionaries.  The  Hatred  which  is  borne  to  their 
Order  in  Europe,  extends  itfelf  even  to  thofe  who 
are  employ'd  in  the  Indies  in  preaching  the  Unity  of 
God.  They  reproach  fome  with  their  too  great 
ComplaHance  in  China  -,  they  object  to  others  their 
Cruelty,  and  their  loading  the  Minds  of  the  Indians 
too  foon  and  too  heavily  with  the  Belief  of  Myfte- 
ries.  Thus  they  condemn  in  the  firft  what  they 
would  have  praclifed  by  the  latter,  and  plainly  {hew, 
that  their  Quarrel  with  the  Miilionaries  is  a  mere 
Pretence  for  charging  on  the  Jefuits  all  the  Evils 
that  fail  out  in  all  Places. 

I  muff  own  to  you,  my  Friend,  that  I  have  often 
thought  they  lay  too  many  Things  to  the  Charge  of 
thefe  Fathers.  There  fcarce  falls  out  any  Mifchief 
but  they  are  reproached  with  it.  I  am  fenfible  that 
they  are  vain,  ambitious  and  revengeful  ;  but  I 
know  tco,  that  their  Adverfaries  are  apt  to  extend 
Things  againft  them  to  extravagancy,  and  to  load 
them  with  imaginary  Crimes.  One  Angelinas  Ga- 
VLeeuty  a  Jefuit,  hath  on  this  Head  written  fome 
Latin  Verfes,  which  exprefs  very  happily  this  Fol- 
)y  of  attributing  whatever  falls  out  amtfs,  to  that 

Or- 
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Order  *.     The  Senfe  of  them  is  this  : 

Eve,  the  Jefuits  believed, 

7'hey  Adam  made  the  Apple  eat ; 

Abel  by  Jefuits  deceived, 

Cain,  at  their  Suit,  his  Brains  out  beat. 

It  were  to  be  wifh'd,  that  Divines  had  never  an- 
fwered  in  any  other  manner  than  this,  to  the  ground- 
lefs  Reproaches  thrown  out  againft  them :  We 
mould  not  then  have  fuch  an  enormous  Load  of 
Books,  full  of  nothing  but  Complaints  and  ill  Lan- 
guage. For  my  part,  I  cannot  comprehend  how 
grave  People  can  fpend  their  Time  in  writing  fuch 
Heaps  of  Invectives  ;  a  quick  Pleafantry  like  this  of 
the  Jefuit,  renders  a  falfc  Accufation  more  evident 
and  more  ridiculous  than  a  long  pedantick  Apology. 
All  the  Volumes  that  have  been  written  againft  the 
Jefuits  never  gave  them  fo  much  Trouble  as  the 
Provincial  Letters,  where  Pafcal  has  continually  in 
mind  Horace's  Maxim, 

Ridiculum  acri 

Fortius  &  melius  magnas  plerumque  fecat  res. 

If  Pafcal  had  refuted  the  Spanijh  Divines  with  all 
the  Pomp  of  the  Schools,  the  Jefuits  had  not  fail'd, 
in  their  Turns,  to  have  fent  abroad  a  Number  of 
Books  in  defence  of  their  Brethren.  They  would 
in  this  Cafe  have  done  no  more  than  mutually  em- 
barrafs  the  SubjecT:  on  which  they  writ  ;  and  after 
fatiguing  themielves  and  the  Publick,  with  a  Mul- 

*  The  Latin  Verfes  run  thus  : 
Pomi'.m  Mar it o,  Jefuitis  credulo, 
Porrcx'zt  E<va>  Jefuitis  credula  : 
Fro.tr cm  Co. i tins,    "Jefuitis  credulus, 
Oecidet  Abely   Jefuitis  ere  Jul  urn. 
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titude  of  Pieces  on  the  one  fide,  and  on  the  other, 
which,  however,  none  but  themfelves  or  their 
Friends  would  have  paiticularly  examined  ;  the  thing 
had  refted  there,  and  the  generality  of  the  World 
known  no  more  than  when  they  began  to  write. 
But  the  Thing  ftands  now  in  a  quite  contrary  State  ; 
the  ingenious  but  malicious  Method  taken  by  Pafcal, 
hath  in  fix  Months  time  made  that  evident  to 
all  Eurcfe,  of  which  all  its  Univerfities  could  not 
convince  the  Publick  in  a  hundred  Years. 

Take  care  of  yourfelf,  my  Friend,  live  happy  and 
contented,  and  may  our  God  bellow  on  you  great 
and  faffing  Pcfrcrity. 

Hamburgh. 


LETTER    CXXV. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Jacob  Brito. 

VT'OUR  Letters  upon  the  Spanijh  Nation,  my  dear 
*  Brito,  gave  me  infinite  Pleafure,  and  I  wifh 
from  my  Heart,  that  thofe  which  I  write  you, 
may  prove  as  ufeful  and  as  agreeable.  I  concur 
with  you  in  your  Reflections  ;  they  are  fenfible  and 
juft.  One  only  appears  to  me  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  Nature,  and  contrary  to  that  Equality  which  a 
Phiiofopher  allows  to  all  Mankind.  You  cenfure 
a  Cuftom  which  the  Nazarene  Pontiffs  approved  in 
a  cetain  AlTembly  *,  and  which  allows  a  Man,  in 
whatfoever  State  born,    Freedom  of  Choice  in  a 

*  Council  of  Trent,  -. 

Wife. 
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Wife.     You  fay,  that  fuch  a  Permiffion  as  this,  is 
contrary  to  paternal  Authority,  deitru£tive  of  that 
Order  which  ought  to  be  obferved  in  all  States,  and 
of  the  Subordination  which  ought  to  fubfifl:  in  all 
Places,     for  the   Good  of  Society.     I   muft   own 
to  you,  that  in  this  I  am  not  at  all  of  your  mind, 
but  on  the  contrary,  admire  the  Wifdom  and  Pru- 
dence of  thefe  Nazarenes^  who,  confcious  that  all 
Men  were  the  Children  of  one  Father,  did  not  think 
proper  to  authorize    thofe  chimerical  Diftinclions, 
which,  in  procefs  of  time,  Pride,  Sin,  and  Vanity 
have  introduced.     Befides,  what  is  it  to  the  Good 
of  the  State,  whether  a  particular  Perfon  be  a  little 
more,  or  a  little  lefs  rich,  provided  thefe  Riches  re- 
main in  the  Society  ?    Nay,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  the 
more  equally  they  are  parted^  fo  much  the  more  will 
Trade  flourifh.    Equality  among  Citizens  is  the  veryu 
Bafis  of  Commerce.     In  fuch  States  as  have  a  No- 
bility aggrandized  by  extraordinary  Privileges,  Trade 
is  more  cramp'd  than  in  others.     In  order  to  prove 
this  Fac~r,  we  need  but  compare  the  Riches  of  par- 
ticular Perfons  amongll  the  Dutch  and  Englijh  with 
the  French  and  Germans.     This  will  be  fuffkient  to 
fliew  us  what  mighty  Benefits  a  People  reap  by  che- 
rishing this  Equality,  and  by  refuiing  to  introduce 
thofe  DiRinclions  which  break  the  Harmony  of  So- 
ciety, and  by  exalting  the  Spirits  of  particular  Per- 
fons, mortify  at  the  fame  time  others,  fo  as  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  Quicknefs,  Boldnefs  and  Pene- 
tration which  is  neceliary  to  render  them  fuccefsful 
in  Trade. 

I  can  by  no  means  think,  that  Cuilom  which 
prevails  among  the  French^  the  Right  of  diiiblving 
thofe  Marriages  which  they  are  pleafed  to  ftik  un- 
equal, and  thereby  feparating  two  Perfons  whom 
Love  has  united,  and  who,  in  the  Prefence  of  the 
Deity,  have'fworn  eternal  Tendernefs  tg  each  other. 
C  5  TJus 
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This  is  a  Species  of  Tyranny  which  is  a  Remnant 
of  thofe  too  exalted  Privileges  which  the  Romans 
extended  heretofore  to  the  Fathers  of  Families. 
Thefe  Laws  in  favour  of  paternal  Authority  have 
drawn  along  with  them  great  Inconveniencies,  and 
by  giving  to  the  Heads  of  Houfes  an  abfolute  Afcen- 
dance  over  their  Families,  have  expofed  many  rea- 
sonable Beings  to  the  Caprice  of  one.  In  vain  the 
old  Roman  Lawyers  fet  up  the  Tendernefs  of  Fathers, 
as  an  Excufe  for  vefting  in  them  this  extravagant 
Power.  Fathers,  as  well  as  their  Children,  are  fub- 
je£t  to  all  the  Paflions,  and  all  the  Frailties  of  hu- 
man Nature.  How  often  do  we  fee  them  hate  their 
Children  without  Reafon,  and  foclifhly  diffipate  the 
Eftates  which  they  ought  to  leave  to  them  ?  How 
often  do  we  fee  them  facriflce  their  Families  to  their 
Ambition  ?  And  how  frequently  may  we  difcern  in 
their  Oppofition  to  their  Families  in  a  certain  Way, 
a  fecret  Jealcufy  left  their  Children  mould  he  hap- 
pier than  themfelves. 

I  believe,  my  Friend,  that  the  Duties  between 
Parents  and  Children  are  reciprocal.  This  is  the 
Sentiment  of  a  French  Poet  *.  Let  me  cite  a  couple 
of  Verfes  which  he  puts  into  the  Mouth  cf  a  diftreft 
Son. 

O  cruel  Parents  !   Are  not  your  Rights  ours  ? 
The  Ties  of  Duty,  are  not  they  too  yours  ? 
Thefe  thenfhou'd  bind,  or  thofe  fhou'd  fure  be  void ; 
Both  mull  fubfift,  or  both  muft  be  deftroy'd. 

The  Romans  difcovered  in  the  End  how  detri- 
mental to  Society  this  too  great  Extent  of  paternal 
Authority  really  proved  ;  in  confequence  of  this, 
they  reduced  it  into  narrower  Bounds,  and  took 
away  the  Power  over  Life  and  Death.    Alas  !  how 

*  Crebillon,  in  bh  Tragedy  ^  Radamiftus  tf;/</Zenobia. 
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great  the  Folly,  to  permit  fo  long  that  a  whole  Fa- 
mily fhould  be  abandon'd  to  the  Will  of  a  fingle 
Man,  who  too  frequently  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  his 
Power  ? 

In  order  to  have  a  proper  Idea  of  this  wTrong  Ufe 
which  Parents  may  make  of  a  Right  over  the  Lives 
of  their  Offspring,  we  need  only  re-call  to  our 
Memory  that  Cuftom  which  prevail'd  over  the 
Greeks,  of  expofing  their  Children.  Where,  in  this 
Cafe,  was  that  paternal  Tendernefs  fo  boafred  of  by 
the  Lawyers  ?  What  Strefs  can  be  laid  on  a  Dif- 
pofition  which  wTe  fee  may  be  fo  far  difpenfed  with 
as  to  facrifice  the  Life  of  a  poor  Child,  purely  to 
gratify  Avarice  or  Ambition,  by  affording  a  larger 
Portion  to  a  Child  already  brought  up  ?  Do  we  not 
at  this  Day  fee  among  the  Nazarents  many  Ex- 
amples of  the  Harfhnefs  of  Parents  ?  How  many 
haplefs  Daughters  are  faciificed  in  order  to  enrich 
an  eidefl  Son  ?  They  are  without  Pity  condemned 
to  perpetual  Imprisonment,  and  under  the  fpecious 
Appellation  of  Nun,  languifii  in  Captivity  during' 
Life.  Are  not  thefe,  my  Friend,  moft  fenfible 
Marks  of  paternal  Tendernefs  ?  Can  you,  after 
this,  think  that  the  natural  Afreclion  of  Men  is  a 
proper  Foundation  for  Law,  or  that  any  Depen- 
dance  can  be  had  on  that  innate  Tendernefs  which 
fome  Declaimers  have  magnified  with  all  the  Pomp 
of  Eloquence. 

I  am  confident,  my  dear  Jacob,  that  a  Law 
which  fhould  place  Children  intirely  in  the  power  of 
their  Fathers,  would  at  leafl  be  as  unreafonablc  as 
a  Law  which  gave  Children  a  Power  over  their  Fa- 
thers. In  a  well-regulated  State,  the  Power  of  the 
one,  and  the  Obedience  of  the  ether,  ought  to  be 
fixed.  Even  the  moft  neceffary  Laws  ought  to 
have  Limits.  I  am  convinced  that  the  Head  of  a 
Family  ought  to  have  all  the  Authority  neceffary  to 
C  6  inspire 
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infpire  with  Virtue,  and  to  regulate  the  Manners  of 
his  Defendants .  But  I  can  by  no  means  agree, 
that  if  he  mould  forget  to  be  a  Father,  he  mould 
ftill  retain  a  Power  of  punifhing  a  Number  of  inno- 
cent Perfons,  to  whom  he  imputes  no  Crime,  but 
the  natural  Defire  of  freeing  themfelves  from  an  in- 
fupportable  Yoke. 

When  one  confiders  attentively  the  Reafons  which 
generally  induce  Parents  to  crofs  the  Inclinations  of 
their  Children  in  Marriage,  one  difcovers  their 
Source  either  in  Caprice  or  in  Ambition.  I  have 
fhewn  you,  my  Friend,  that  it  is  not  juft  to  fubject 
many  to  the  Fancy  of  one.  I  believe  I  have  alfo 
offered  you  Reafons  fufficient,  to  prove  that  Equality 
amongft  Citizens  contributes  to  the  Good  of  Socie- 
ty. If  to  thefe,  you  will  add  the  Reflections  of  a 
Philofopher,  who  not  content  with  regarding  all 
Mankind  as  Equals,  fets  a  greater  Price  on  the  Sa- 
tisfaction of  the  Mind  than  on  all  the  Treafures  of 
the  Univerfe.  All  thefe  things,  I  fay,  confidered, 
I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  not  perfift  in  cenfuring  that 
Decifion  of  the  Nazarene  Pontiffs,  which  folemnly 
declares,  that  Men  have  no  Right  to  invalidate  fuch 
Marriages  as  are  contracted  with  the  free  Confent  of 
both  Parties. 

Marriages  founded  in  Affection  are  the  moft  hap- 
py. Love,  fays  an  Englljh  Author  *,  ought  to  have 
dot  its  Roots  deep,  and  to  have  been  well  grown 
before  we  enter  into  that  State.  There  is  nothing 
which  more  nearly  concerns  the  Peace  of  Mankind 
than  the  having  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  thofe  with 
whom  they  converfe.  If  this  be  fo,  how  ftrong  a 
Reafon  is  it  for  a  Hufband,  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  Qualities  of  a  Woman  with  whom  he  is  to 
pafs  the  reft  of  his  Days  ?  It  is  on  his  Choice  in  this 
rcfpect,  that  his  Happinefs  or  Mifery  for  Life  de- 
*  The  Spectator. 
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pend.  One  may  fay  of  Marriage  what  Virgil  faid 
of  Hell ; 

With  mighty  eafe,  we  downwards  find  the  Way 
To  Hell  j  the  Gates  are  open  Night  and  Day  : 
But  oh !  how  hard  and  difficult  to  tread 
The  Paths  to  heav'nly  Light  which  upward  lead  ? 

But  when  once  we  are  in,  there  is  no  Remedy  left  but 
Patience.  How  well  ought  we  to  examine  an  Ac- 
tion which  hath  fuch  important  Confequences,  and 
how  evidently  unjuft  to  deprive  a  Man  of  his  Liber- 
ty in  refpecl:  to  a  Thing  which  fo  nearly  concerns 
him  ?  When  the  Choice  of  a  Hufband  or  Wife  is 
left  to  Parents,  they  have  nothing  in  view  but  the 
Bleffings  and  Advantages  of  this  World  ;  whereas 
the  Perfons  who  are  themfelves  interefted,  regard 
moftly  perfonal  Merit.  The  firft  would  procure  all 
the  Eafe  and  Pleafures  of  Life  for  the  Perfon  whofe 
Intereft  they  efpoufe,  in  hopes  that  in  all  Situations 
thefe  Advantages  may  be  ferviceable  to  them.  The 
latter  fix  their  Thoughts  on  a  continual  Blifs. 

You  fee,  my  Friend,  the  different  Sentiments 
whereon  the  Fathers  of  Families  and  their  Children 
act.  I  leave  you  to  judge  which  is  moft  reafonable. 
To  me  it  appears,  that  Satisfaction  of  Mind  is  of 
more  Value  than  the  Empire  of  the  Univerfe,  with 
refpecl:  to  a  Perfon  who  defires  to  live  happy  and  at 
Eafe.  The  Turks  have  a  much  wifer  Maxim  in  this 
refpecl:  than  the  French.  They  permit  their  Chil- 
dren to  chufe,  if  they  think  fit,  from  among  their 
Slaves;  they  regard  not  in  their  Alliances  either 
Riches  or  Ambition,  when  Love  (lands  in  the  Way. 
The  Jews,  on  the  contrary,  refemble  the  Naza- 
renes,  who  reje£t  the  Decifion  of  their  PontifFs  ; 
they  even  go  farther,  for  they  fettle  the  Fate  of  their 
Children  in  their  Infancy.     They    contract  them 

before 
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before  they  are  at  Years  of  Discretion  ;  and  I  con- 
fefs,  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  our 
Brethren  are  not  more  unlucky  in  their  Marriages 
than  we  generally  obferve  them  to  be. 

A  Father,  who  forms  a  Project  of  marrying  his 
Son  on  the  mere  Score  of  Intereft,  can  he  poilibly 
know  any  thing  of  the  Humour  or  Character  of 
her  he  defigns  for  his  Daughter-in-law,  when  per- 
haps he  is  fcarce  acquainted  with  her  Perfon?  In 
truth,  my  Friend,  I  cannot  but  blame  thefe  fort 
of  Bargains,  believing  that  Affection,  Tendernefs 
and  Sympathy  are  the  proper  Bands  which  tie  in 
Marriage. 

.  I  obferve  in  France,  and  in  many  other  Coun- 
tries, that  a  Peafant  is  much  happier  than  a  Man 
of  fuperior  Rank ;  becaufe  the  former  may  difpofe 
of  his  Heart  as  he  pleafes ;  but  the  latter  being  a 
Slave  to  Birth,  muft  on  that  account  ftifle  his  Af- 
fection. The  Examination  of  her  Dignity  muff, 
precede  all  refpecl:  for  her  good  Qualities  in  the  Wo- 
man to  whom  he  inclines ;  and  it  muft  be  his  firft 
Care  not  to  derogate  from  his  Nobility,  in  finding 
any  thing  amiable  in  a  Perfon  beneath  him.  So 
many  Precautions  muft  render  a  Man  miferable.  It 
is  natural  to  avoid  Conftraint ;  and  therefore  I  have 
no  Idea  of  an  imaginary  Advantage  which  deprives 
me  of  real  ones. 

Great  Men  have  always  elevated  themfelves  on 
this  head  above  the  Vulgar  of  their  Rank.  When 
they  have  found  themfelves  invaded  by  the  Power 
of  Love,  they  have  not  fail'd  to  marry  as  their 
Paflion  directed.  They  have  never  thought  them- 
felves obliged  to  ftoop  to  ridiculous  Cuftoms ;  but 
have  raifed  to  an  Equality  with  themfelves,  fuch  as 
Love  told  them  were  worthy  of  that  Elevation.  One 
of  the  firft  Monarchs  of  the  World  *,  diftinguim'4 
•  Peter  Alexowitz,.  Czar  of  Mofcovy. 

alike 
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alike  by  the  Extenfivenefs  of  his  Genius  and  his 
Dominions,  gave  a  Place  on  his  Throne  to  a  Wo- 
man of  the  meanefr.  Birth.  His  Glory  was  far  from 
fuffering  any  Diminution  thereby  ;  the  World  hav- 
ing admired  his  Capacity  as  a  Prince,  contemplated 
his  Conduct  with  Pleafure,  as  the  Head  of  his  Fa- 
mily, and  found  nothing  inconfiftent  with  that 
Grandeur  he  flood  poflefTed  of,  confidered  in  one 
Light,  and  the  Tendernefs  with  which  he  had  acted 
in  the  other. 

I  have  infifted  long  enough,  dear  Bn'to,  on  this 
Subject ;  I  would  by  no  means  force  you  to  adopt 
my  Sentiments,  if  you  judge  them  unreafonable,  but 
if  what  I  have  faid  appears  well  founded,  then  I  fhall 
imagine  I  have  not  done  amifs  in  arguing  againffc 
your  Opinion.  Till  then  I  fhall  remain  in  a  kind 
of  Uncertainty.  For  tho'  I  can  by  no  means  ap- 
prove placing  a  boundlefs  Authority  in  Parents,  yet 
I  fhall  be  very  diffident  as  to  my  own  Judgment,  if 
I  find  that  a  Perfon  endowed  with  fo  much  Wit  and 
good  Senfe  as  you  are,  inclines  to  an  oppofite  Way 
of  thinking.  There  are  none  but  Pedants,  and  the 
Roman  Pontiffs,  who  pretend  to  Infallibility.  Phi- 
lofophers  and  Men  of  Senfe  are  always  afraid  of  fal- 
ling into  Errors.  They  are  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Weaknefs  of  human  Underftanding  not  to 
be  apprehenfive  of  tripping  fometimes  in  fpight  of 
all  their  Care.  Many  have  pufh'd  their  Modefty 
too  far,  and  have  run  into  a  kind  of  Pyrrhonifm 
to  exprefs  their  Humility.  I  cannot  help  thinkino- 
it  a  little  extraordinary,  that  Socrates  fhould  fay  af- 
ter thirty  Years  Study,  That  he  knew  only  One  Thing 
which  zvas,  that  he  knew  Nothing  *.  Methinks  it 
was  a  long  time  to  meditate,  in  order  to  be  the"  Au- 
thor at  lair,  of  fuch  a  Saying. 

•  Id  imum  fioi  quod  nihil  fcio. 

May 
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May  you,  dear  Brito,  live  always  contented  and 

fatisfied. 

Hamburgh. 


LETTER     CXXVI. 

Isaac  On  is,    Caraite,   heretofore  a  Rabbi 
at    Conftantinople,     to   Aaron    Mon- 

C  E  C  A . 


^p  H  E  Letter,  my  dear  Monceca^  which  you 
A  wrote  me  on  the  different  Seels  of  the  Naza- 
renez,  hath  inclined  me  to  reflecl  a  little  on  thofe 
which  formerly  divided  the  Religion  of  our  An- 
cestors. It  feems  to  me  that  there  is  no  Religion, 
which  once  thoroughly  eflabliihed,  does  not,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  moots  its  Roots  downwards, 
demonftrate  its  Strength  alfo,  by  ftriking  out  its 
Branches  upwards.  In  the  Beginning  thefe  Seels 
are  but  a  kind  of  Sprigs  or  Suckers  ;  by  degrees 
they  fwell,  and  at  length  acquire  a  Bignefs  propor- 
tionable to  the  Trunk  from  whence  they  fprung. 
As  they  grow  and  gather  Strength,  they  digrefs  far- 
ther and  farther  from  the  Doclrines  of  thtir  Mo- 
ther Church.  The  Chief  of  each  Seel:  forms  his 
Syitem  but  by  little  and  little,  and  his  Difciples  a- 
gain  add  many  Things  thereto. 

It  is  always  gradually,  and  Step  by  Step,  that  In- 
novators condemn  the  received  Religion.  If  they 
at  once  meddled  with  Fundamentals,  they  would 
fright  rather  than  perfuade  People.  There  is  a 
Neceflity  of  preparing  them  by  fma'iler  Alterations, 
for  the  Reception  of  Novelties  of  a  larger  Size. 

The 
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The  Sadducees  at  their  firft  Appearance,  went  no 
further  than  the  Cardites  of  our  Days.  They  con- 
tented themfelves  with  rejecting  the  Traditions  of 
the  Ancients,  and  ftuck  clofe  to  the  written  Law. 
The  Pharifees,  a  fort  of  Folks  as  fond  heretofore  of 
Chimaeras  as  my  quondam  Brethren  the  Rabbins  are 
at  this  Day,  and  zealous  Maintainers  of  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  Traditions,  were  directly  oppofite  to  the 
Sadducees.  However,  thus  far  the  latter  were  in  the 
right,  and  admitted  nothing  but  what  was  reafona- 
ble.  But  quickly  after,  the  Love  of  Novelty,  and 
the  Pleafure  of  llraying  in  Paths  far  from  thofe  of 
their  Adverfaries,  drew  them  into  unattainable  No- 
tions. Of  Caraltes  they  became  Infidels  and  Blas- 
phemers, and  thereby  gave  their  Enemies  the  Pba- 
rifees,  as  great  Advantages  over  them  as  they  them- 
felves were  polTefied  of  in  the  Beginning.  They 
deny'd  the  Refurreclion  of  the  Body  and  the  Exift- 
ence  of  Angels  ;  they  maintained,  that  the  Soul  was 
mortal,  and  that  there  was  no  fpiritual  Being  but 
God  alone  *.  By  this  pernicious  Syftem,  they 
opened  a  Door  to  all  Sorts  of  Crimes,  the  Fear  of 
Punifhments,  and  the  Hope  of  Rewards  hereafter, 
being  the  Ties  by  which  common  People  are  bound 
to  Virtue.  It  is  true  they  did  acknowledge  God 
created  the  Univerfe,  and  that  he  governed  it  by 
his  Providence ;  but  then  they  were  of  Opinion, 
that  he  neither  punifhes  nor  rewards,  fave  in  this 
World  only. 

Let  me  intreat  you,  my  Friend,  to  examine  the 
feveral  Seels  now  fubfifting  among  the  Nazarenes, 
and  you  will  find  them  come  very  near  in  their  Sen- 
timents to  thofe  which  were  formerly  among  the 
Jews.  The  Sadducees  in  Judea  were  what  the  De- 
ills  now  are  at  Paris,  of  whom  you  have  written 

*  Jofeph.  Antiquitat.  lib,  xviii.  cap.  z.  &  de  Bello 
Judaico,  lib.  vi.  cap.  12. 

me 
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me  fo  much  formerly  in  your  Letters,  and  their  Be- 
lief, as  you  muft  obferve,  nearly  the  fame  *.  I 
would  not  however,  pufh  this  Parallel  too  far,  be- 
caufe  I  know  that  the  true  Deifts,  that  is  to  fay, 
fuch  as  have  a  proper  Veneration  for  the  Divinity, 
do  not  reject  the  Doctrine  of  a  future  State  f . 

But  let  us  purfue  this  Parallel  between  the  Jeivifh 
and  Nazarene  Seels.  That  of  the  Pharifees  ft  ill 
fubfifts,  and  is  indeed  become  the  Standard  of  Be- 
lief among  the  modern  Jews,  if  we  except  my  Bre- 
thren the  Car  ait  es ,  and  a  few  Samaritans ;  for  I 
look  upon  all  fuch  as  profefs  themfeves  Votaries  to 
the  Talmud,  and  the  Traditions  of  the  Rabbins  as 
Defendants  of  the  Pharifees.  From  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Temple  this  Seel:  hath  fwallowed  up  all 
the  others.  The  Jeivs  in  general  have  unhappily- 
received  all  its  Reveries  ;  fo  that  a  thoufand  ridicu- 
lous Chimseras,  under  the  Name  of  Traditions, 
have  in  a  manner  annull'd  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

I  figh,  dear  Monceca,  in  the  Bitternefs  of  Soul, 
when  I  confider,  that  except  a  fmall  Number  of 
Car  ait  es,  all  our  Nation  have  embraced  the  grofleft 
Errors.  Their  Religion,  as  it  now  ftands,  is  an  E- 
difice  built  entirely  on  the  Traditions  of  the  Pha- 
rifees, and  not  at  all  on  the  Books  of  the  Law.  You 
are  well  enough  acquainted  with  the  Fiercenefs  and 
Pride  of  thofe  ancient  Doctors.  They  look'd  up- 
on themfelves  as  infinitely  more  holy  than  other 
People,  and  on  this  account  feparated  themfelves 
from  thofe  whom  they  ftiled  Sinners  or  profane  Per- 
fons,  with  whom  they  would  not  fo  much  as  eat  or 
drink.  It  was  from  hence  that  they  derived  their 
Name  of  Pharifees,  which,  as  you  know,  comes 
from  the  word  Pharos,  which  fignifies  to  feparate. 
They  carried,  however,  their  Point  by  their  Hy- 

*  Tom.    1.  Let.  4. 

f  See  the  Writings  of  the  Baron  of  Cberhury. 
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pocrify  in  deceiving  the  People,  who  are  generally 
the  Dupes  of  fuch  as  put  on  an  exterior  Shew  of 
Sanctity. 

I  find,  my  dear  Monceca,  a  mighty  ftrong  Re- 
femblance  between  the  old  Pharifees  and  the  modern 
'Janfenijls,  as  you  paint  them  out.  Thefe  laft  pique 
themfelves  exactly  like  the  firft  on  their  great  Au- 
fterity,  and  endeavour  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  by 
extraordinary,  fhall  I  call  them,  or  their  odd  Actions. 
They  have  the  fame  Veneration  for  their  Aujlin, 
that  the  Pharifees  have  for  their  Traditions,  or  their 
Succeflbrs  the  Rabbins  have  at  this  Day  for  the 
Talmud.  They  are  Cheats,  Hypocrites,  Impoftors, 
and  know  perfectly  well,  especially  the  Women  a- 
mongft  them,  how  to  deceive  the  Populace  by  a  fair 
Outfide.  They  make  a  mighty  Parade  of  the  Seve- 
rity of  their  Morals,  which  hinders  not,  however, 
their  fuppofing  the  Ep'wes,  the  Hemorrboifes,  She- 
Saints,  and  the  Abbe  Paris  a  He-One.  In  one 
word,  I  find  them  but  too  like  the  Pharifees. 

The  Effenes,  who  among  the  ancient  yews 
were  perhaps  the  only  true  Obfervers  of  the  Law, 
had  Opinions  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  other 
Sects.  They  led  a  Life  far  more  rigid,  but  at  the 
fame  time  far  more  fage  than  any  of  their  Country- 
men ;  but  notwithftanding  this,  there  was  not  a 
Spice  of  Hypocrify  in  their  Conduit.  They  were 
Men  truly  virtuous,  whole  Moderation  and  Self-de- 
nial muft  appear  exemplary,  even  in  the  Eyes  of  Phi- 
lofophers.  It  is  true  they  ran  into  fome  very  odd 
Doctrines.  They  admitted  abfolute  Predeftination, 
looked  upon  Man  as  a  Slave,  deny'd  his  Free-will, 
and  left  him  no  Liberty  in  his  Actions.  They  dif- 
fered alfo  from  the  Pharifees  about  the  great  Articles 
of  a  future  State  and  the  Refurreciicn  of  the  Dead. 
For  the'  they  believed  the  former ',  they  deny  d  the  latter , 
maintaining,    that  Souls  when  they  left  their  Bodies, 

entered 
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entered  inftantly  into  a  State  of  Immortality ,  remaining 
eternally  happy  or  eternally  miferable,  according  to  their 
Jftions  here,  without  ever  being  joined  again  to  their 
own,  or  to  any  other  Bodies  *. 

There  are  many  Nazarenes,  who  maintain  at 
this  Day  the  laft  mentioned  Opinions  of  the  EJfenes, 
and  who  believe  there  is  no  Purgatory,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  is  faid  on  that  SubjecT:  by  other 
Nazarenes.  They  fay,  that  when  the  Soul  efcapes 
from  the  Captivity  it  fuffers  in  the  Body,  it  enters 
into  a  State  of  eternal  Happinefs  or  eternal  Mifery, 
There  are  not  a  few  who  admit  abfolute  Predefti- 
nation  ',  and  in  fhort,  all  who  are  call'd  Reformed 
throughout  Europe,  refemble  in  many  refpects  the 
EJfenes. 

There  was  yet  another  Seel:  among  the  Jews, 
who  were  {filed  the  Contemplative  or  Therapeuta  -f\ 
Thofe  who  embraced  their  Opinions,  faid,  that  it 
was  a  Motion  of  the  divine  Love  which  threw  them 
into  a  fort  of  Enthufiafm,  not  unlike  that  of  the 
Bacchantes  and  the  Ccryb antes,  in  their  Celebration 
of  their  Myfceries  among  the  ancient  Pagans.  This 
Fit  lafted  till  they  fell  into  a  kind  of  Contemplation, 
during  which  they  were  in  an  Ecftafy.  Thence- 
forward, they  looked  upon  themfelves  as  raifed  a- 
bove  other  Men.  Thefe  People  often  retired  into  De- 
farts,  leaving  their  Relations  and  Friends,  in  order 
to  deliver  themfelves  up  entirely  to  feraphick  Joys. 

It  is  eafy  to  find  thefe  Therapeutce  among  the 
Myftics  of  our  Days.  The  Monks,  who  leave  the 
World  and  retire  into  Defarts,  that  they  may  have 
nothing  to  dilrurb  them  in  their  Contemplation, 
refemble  them  ftrongly.  The  Fanaticks,  or  the 
Enlightned,  as  they  call  themfelves,  are  alfo  of  this 

*  Prideaux's  Connection. 

f  Philo  de  vita  contemplativa,  p.  668.  edit.  Colon. 

Caft. 
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Caft.  They  believe,  as  thofe  People  did,  that  they 
have  received  the  Spirit  in  a  fupernatural  Way  ;  that 
it  entirely  poflefTes  them,  that  they  are  guided  by  it 
in  all  Things,  and  confequently  juftified  by  it. 

You  fee,  dear  Moneeca,  that  I  had  Reafon  to 
maintain  there  was  fcarce  a  Nazarene  Sect,  in  which 
might  not  be  difcovered  fomewhat  of  the  Leaven 
of  fome  one  of  thofe  which  anciently  prevailed  a- 
mong  the  Jews.  In  this  manner,  the  Opinions  of 
Men  fucceed  each  other.  After  being  profcribed 
for  a  certain  Space  of  time,  they  again  revive,  and 
find  again  new  Partizans. 

There  was  in  Judea,  a  little  before  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  that  Kingdom,  a  certain  Seel  who  called 
themfelves  Herodians,  and  who  took  Rife  from  He- 
rod the  Great.  This  Sect  fubfifts  at  this  Day  in  all 
Courts.  The  Errors  of  thefe  confifts  in  following 
blindly  the  Will  of  their  Prince,  and  in  thinking 
that  Party  always  in  the  right  which  has  a  fuperior 
Force  on  its  Side.  Herod  followed  this  Principle  in 
his  own  Practice.  Jofephus  f,  a  celebrated  Hifto- 
rian  of  our  Nation,  tho'  too  much  defpifed  by  us, 
informs  us,  that  this  Prince,  to  make  his  Court  to 
the  Romans,  did  many  Things  which  were  not  on- 
ly forbidden  by,  but  were  directly  contrary  to  the 
Spirit  of  our  Laws.  Nay,  he  digrefTed  fo  far  from 
the  right  Road,  as  to  build  Temples  and  to  erect 
Statues  for  Idolatrous  Worfhip,  which  abominable 
Crimes  he  excufed  by  the  Obligation  he  lay  under 
of  keeping  on  good  Terms  with  the  Romans,  His 
Followers  adopted  his  Maxims  ;  and  the  Courtiers, 
thofe  eternal  Idolaters  of  a  Monarch's  Favour, 
were  almoft  to  a  Man  of  this  Sect ;  which  was 
thoroughly  defpifed  by  the  more  virtuous  "Jews, 
and  is  even  now  held  in  Abomination,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Diflance  of  Time,  by  all  fuch  as  have 
•)•  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xv.  cap.  12. 
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a  true  Senfe  of  Religion ;  and  prefer  the  Service  of 
God  to  a  vain  and  fleeting  Glory.  See,  my  Friend, 
how  a  Nazarene  Author  has  treated  thefe  Herodians. 
"  I  believe  they  were  like  Herod,  but  half  Jews  ; 
<c  Men  who  made  Profeflion  indeed  of  that  Religi- 
cc  on,  but  could,  upon Occafion,  accommodate  them- 
"  felves  to  the  Pagan  Idolatry,  and  do  whatever 
<c  was  demanded  of  them.  The  Sadducces,  who 
cc  believed  there  was  no  Life  after  this,  ran  almoft 
<c  unanimoufly  into  that  Opinion,  infomuch  that 
<(  they  came  afterwards  to  be  confounded  with  that 
•<  Sea  *." 

One  may,  Monceca,  boldly  venture  to  affirm, 
that  the  Belief  of  the  Prince  determines  that  of  his 
Courtiers  in  general,  and  influences  in  time  that  of 
his  People.  In  effect,  it  is  next  to  an  Impoflibility 
that  the  Religion  of  the  Sovereign  mould  not  in 
time  deftroy  and  abforb  the  reft.  Would  it  not 
have  been  fufficient  to'  have  turned  all  France  Pro- 
teftants,  if  Henry  IV.  had  continued  in  that  Reli- 
gion ?  Had  it  been  lb,  I  am  perfuaded  there  would 
have  been  fewer  Papifts  in  Paris,  than  there  are 
now  of  the  Reformed.  For  it  is  impoflible,  that  in 
the  Courfe  of  four  or  five  Generations,  there  mould 
not  in  every  Family  be  a  Chief,  defirous  of  Ho- 
nours, Offices,  and  fuch-like  Marks  of  Diflindlion. 
Ambition,  in  proportion,  reigns  equally  among  Great 
and  Small.  In  order  to  make  a  Fortune  eaiily,  a 
Man  muft  be  of  the  Religion  of  his  Prince.  This 
is  an  excellent  Reafon  in  its  Favour,  and  an  Argu-  . 
ment  very  prevalent  with  the  greateft  Part  of  Man- 
kind. 

In  order  to  demonftrate  the  Truth  of  this  Fact, 
we  need  only  confider  what  is  become  of  the  Popifti 
Religion  in  the  North,  and  it  will  prefently  con- 
vince us,  that  the  Religion  of  the  Prince  will  abfo- 

*  Prideaux\  Connexion. 
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lutely,  in  time,  fwallow  up  the  reft  :  If  the  Suc- 
ceflbrs  of  Herod  had  all  of  them  thought  as  he  did, 
the  Jeivijh  Religion  would  foon  have  been  half  ex- 
tinguifh'd.  The  P  bar  i fees  themfelves  would  have 
gone  over  to  his  Sect ;  for  they  had  too  much  Pride 
and  Vanity  not  to  defire  a  Share  in  the  Royal  Fa- 
vour. Thofe  who  exprefs  a  great  deal  of  Zeal  for 
an  Opinion,  are  not  the  leaft  likely  to  change  it. 
I  have  feen  many  Nazarenes  who  have  writ  with 
much  Heat  in  defence  of  a  Doclrine  which  Intereft 
or  Honours  hath  afterwards  tempted  them  to  defert  ; 
while  ignorant  Peopie,  and  Men  of  a  middling  Ca- 
pacity have  fuffered  with  invincible  Conftancy  in  de- 
fence of  their  Behaviour.  It  is  not  very  difficult  to 
gain  the'Dodtors  of  the  Sorbonne,  in  cafe  it  become 
necefliiry  to  eftablifh  any  new  Opinion  in  France* 
By  the  means  of  Benefices,  the  Sovereign  has  in  his 
hand  the  Keys  of  the  Clergy's  Hearts.  If  the  Jan- 
fcnijls  could  obtain  Preferments  to  the  full  Extent  of 
their  Delires,  they  would  certainly  make  lefs  Noife 
than  they  do.  But  the  Molinijh  take  all,  which 
will  never  bring  both  Parties  to  an  Agreement. 

May'ft  thou  enjoy,  dear  Monceca,  Health,  Wealth 
and  Prcfperity. 

Cairo. 


LETTER. 
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LETTER     CXXVII. 

Jacob  Brito,  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

^Tp  H  E  Superftition  of  the  Portuguefe,  my  dear 
**  Monceca ,  puts  me  in  mind  of  that  ancient  Se- 
verity with  which  our  Forefathers  kept  the  Sab- 
bath. There  was  a  Time  when  that  Superftition 
was  pufh'd  fo  far,  that  the  Jews,  by  a  falfe  Delica- 
cy of  Confcience  durft  not  defend  their  Lives  upon 
that  Day.  If  they  were  attacked,  they  rather 
fuffer'd  themfelves  to  be  flain  than  they  would  a- 
void  it  by  Refiftance.  In  the  Beginning  of  the 
Wars  under  the  Maccabees,  the  Folly  and  Incon- 
venience of  this  Conduct  became  manifeft  by  its 
mifchievous  Confequonces.  Men  of  Senfe,  who 
faw  clearly  that  the  divine  Law  could  not  enjoin 
any  thing  apparently  deftru£tive  of  Society,  decided, 
that  the  fourth  Commandment  did  not  forbid  the 
defending  of  their  Lives  when  they  were  attack'd, 
or  found  themfelves  in  Danger.  In  thus  explain- 
ing the  Commandment,  they  certainly  came  nearer 
to  its  true  Senfe ;  but  ftill  their  Explication  wanted 
Scope.  For  after  all,  they  imagined  that  they  were 
only  to  refift  in  cafe  of  an  Attack,  and  that  even 
this  Decifion  did  not  give  them  a  Power  of  im- 
peding any  preparative  Steps  towards  the  Ruin  of 
the  Publick,  or  Deftru&ion  of  any  private  Perfons  ; 
but  only  a  Permifnon  to  defend  themfelves  at  the 
laft  Extremity.  Thus  it  fell  out,  that  if  the  Jews 
Were  attack'd  upon  the  Sabbath-day  they  made  a  vi- 
gorous Refiftance ;    but  if  they  were  befieged  in  a 
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Town,  they  did  not  think  it  lawful  to  hinder  the 
raifing  of  Mounts  or  of  Batteries.  They  durft  not 
fo  much  as  make  a  Sally  in  order  to  drive  the  Ene- 
my from  an  advantageous  Poft,  becaufe  in  this  Cafe 
they  would  have  been  Aggrefibrs ;  and  except  in  a 
Point  of  the  laft  Extremity,  they  held  it  a  Thing 
abfolutely  unlawful  to  oppofe  Force  by  Force. 

It  was  this  falfe  Delicacy,  in  a  great  Meafure, 
which  gave  Pompey  an  Opportunity  of  taking  the 
Temple.  He  foon  perceiv'd  the  Nature  of  the  few- 
iJJ)  Difcipline,  and  inftead  of  making  Attacks  on  the 
Sabbath-Days,  he  employed  them  entirely  in  per- 
fecting his  Works,  in  raifing  Batteries,  filling  up 
Ditches  and  erecting  Machines  ;  from  which  Change 
of  Conduct  he  found  all  the  good  Effects  he  could 
defire.  His  Soldiers  did  their  Bufinefs  fo  well  and  fo 
commodioufly,  that  at  length  they  fapp'd  a  great 
Tower,  which  falling,  drew  after  it  a  confiderable 
Part  of  the  Wall.  The  Breach  thus  made,  they 
mounted  and  carried  the  Place  by  AfTault.  Thus  the 
Temple  was  taken  and  fack'd  through  the  blind  Su- 
perftition  of  thole  who  mould  have  defended  it. 

Whatever  our  Rabbins  may  fay,  my  dear  Monce- 
ca,  I  fhall  never  be  brought  to  believe,  that  the  Di- 
vinity can  expect  from  Men  a  Compliance  with  a 
Law,  hurtful  or  prejudicial  to  Society.  The  Light 
of  Nature  Ihews  us,  that  the  Deity  intends  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Mankind,  and  that  the  Rules  he  has  given 
us  for  our  Conduct  have  all  that  Tendency.  We 
ought  therefore  to  reject  in  the  Celebration  of  the 
Sabbath,  whatever  may  render  it  hurtful ;  and  fince 
from  the  Time  of  the  Maccabees  it  has  been  admit- 
ted, that  Refinance  in  Cafes  of  extreme  Neceflity  is 
lawful,  we  ought  likewife  to  conclude,  that  we  are 
permitted  to  do  any  thing  which  may  be  needful  on 
that  Day  to  prevent  the  Snares  laid  by  our  Enemies 
from  taking  Effect. 

Vol.  IV.  D  The 


50  The  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  127. 

The  Nazarenes  aft,  in  this  refpec"t,  more  wifely 
than  the  Jews.  They  have  their  Sabbath-Day  as 
well  as  we,  but  they  don't  obferve  that  Day  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  to  render  it  hurtful.  They  do  not  ap- 
prehend that  the  Service  of  God  obliges  them  to  per- 
mit, by  a  blameable  Indolence,  the  Deftruclion  of 
his  Temple  and  Altars.  The  Nazarenes  fay  likewife, 
that  in  certain  Laws  the  Letter  kills,  but  the  Spirit 
giveth  Life  ;  and  that  they  are  always  to  be  explained 
in  fuch  a  rational  manner,  as  that  the  Divine  Com- 
mands may  coincide  with  the  Meafures  requifite  for 
the  publick  Good.  Neceflity  may  difpenfe  with 
many  things.  It  were  to  be  wifh'd  that  our  An- 
ceftors  had  thought  as  reafonably  on  the  Head  of  the 
Sabbath,  as  our  Brethren  do  in  the  Country  where  I 
live.  They  are  not  circumcifed,  they  eat  Pork,  go 
to  the  Nazarene  Churches,  fing  Vefpers,  and  if  it 
be  necefTary,  fay  Mafs  ;  yet  remain  neverthelefs  good 
Jews  in  their  Hearts.  Of  what  Ufe  would  a  falfe 
and  foolifh  Zeal  be,  which  would  ferve  only  to  ruin 
entirely  the  Remains  of  our  unfortunate  Nation  in 
thefe  Parts  ?  I  heartily  difapprove  a  fierce  and  haugh- 
ty Behaviour  on  certain  Occafions.  It  is  more  al- 
lowable to  be  a  little  negligent,  or  even  to  be  want- 
ing to  our  Duty  with  refpecl:  to  one  Precept,  than 
to  hazard  an  Inability  of  fulfilling  the  reft. 

It  is  not  becaufe  I  have  not  a  proper  Admiration 
of  that  Conftancy  which  appeared  in  the  Behaviour 
of  our  Anceftors  that  I  reafon  thus ;  I  own  I  am 
ftruck  with  it :  But  what  then  ?  I  cannot  approve 
of  it.  What  Mortal  Man  but  muff,  be  aftonifhed, 
when  he  confiders  their  Firmnefs  ?  Jofephus  and  o- 
ther  Hiftorians  have  preferved  a  full  Account  there- 
of, and  tranfmitted  it  to  Pofterity.  The  Nazarene 
Authors  do  them  all  imaginable  Jufrice.  See  how 
s.n  Englijh  Writer  fpeaks  of  the  Conduct  of  our 
^fathers  at  the  time  Pcmpey  fack'd  the  Temple. 

"  During 
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"  During  all  this  Diftrefs,  fays  he,  amidft  the  Cries 
<c  and  the  Diforders  naturally  attending  thefe  Bar- 
"  barities,  the  Prietts  ftill  continued  in  the  Temple, 
"  and  ftill  difcharged  the  Duties  of  their  Functions; 
"  they  perfifted  in  them  with  wonderful  Calmnefs 
"  and  Steddinefs  of  Mind,  notwithstanding  the 
"  Rage  of  their  Enemies,  and  notwithstanding  the 
"  Anguifh  of  Soul  they  muft  feel  at  feeing  their 
<€  Relations  and  Friends  die  before  their  Eyes,  chu- 
"  fing  to  fall  by  the  Swords  of  their  Enemies,  who 
"  were  now  Matters  of  all,  rather  than  abandon 
"  the  Service  of  their  God.  Many  of  them  went 
H  to  mingle  their  Blood  with  that  of  the  Sacrifices 
cc  which  they  offered,  and  by  the  Sword  of  the 
"  Heathens  became  Victims  to  their  Duty.  Pom- 
"  pey  himfelf  could  not  help  admiring  this  Firm- 
"  nefs,  this  Conttancy,  to  which  fcarce  any  Paral- 
"  lei  can  be  found  *." 

Whatever  Contempt  other  Nations  may  have  fof 
ours,  I  believe,  I  may  affirm,  my  Friend,  without 
Breach  of  Truth,  that  never  any  People  gave  more 
convincing  Marks  of  Bravery  than  we  have  done  in 
lighting  againft  our  Enemies,  or  have  fhewn  greater 
Veneration  for  the  Deity.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
fometimes  fail'd  ;  but  who  are  they  to  whom  the 
fame  Objection  may  not  be  made  ?  For  a  Nation 
never  to  be  deficient  in  any  Point  of  Duty,  we  muft 
fuppofe  it  compofed  of  Men  void  of  human  Frailty. 
Where  are  they  to  be  met  with  who  have  refitted 
fuch  Perfections  as  we  have  felt,  without  finking 
under  the  Weight  of  their  Misfortunes  ?  We  how- 
ever remain  uncrufh'd.  We  have  fuftain'd  with  a 
Patience  worthy  of  the  greateft  Admiration,  all  the 
Punifhments  that  have  been  inflicted  upon  us.  We 
are,  as  it  were,  Vagabonds  throughout  the  Earth, 
profcribed  in  many  Parts  of  the  World,  and  forced  to 

*  Pridtaux's  Connection, 
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pay  for  the  very  Air  we  breathe,  in  Places  which  af- 
ford us  a  Retreat :  Evils,  capable  of  deftroying  even 
the  Conftancy  of  a  Stoick.  Yet  in  the  midft.  of 
thefe  Diftrefles,  fcarce  one  in  an  Age  can  be  found 
amongft  us  who  abandons  his  Belief,  and  proves  a 
Traitor  to  his  God. 

The  NazarencS)  who  blame  without  diftindtion  all 
our  Actions,  even  fuch  as  deferve  the  higheft  Com- 
mendation, give  the  Name  of  Wrongheadednefs  to 
our  Conftancy,  inftead  of  doing  Juflice  to  our  Firm- 
nefs.  Their  Hatred  towards  us,  makes  them  fo  blind 
that  they  make  Crimes  even  of  our  Virtues.  I  mould 
be  glad  if  they  would  inform  me,  how  that  which  in 
themfelves  they  ftile  Grandeur  of  Soul  and  Fidelity  to 
Providence,  comes  to  be  in  us  Obftinacy  and  Hard- 
nefs  of  Heart  ?  Inafmuch  as  we  are  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded  of  the  Truth  of  our  Religion,  and  believe  as 
firmly  as  they  do,  why  are  we  more  wrongheaded 
than  they  ?  Obftinacy  is  that  Vice  which  engages  a 
Man  to  defend  his  Opinion,  even  after  he  is  convin- 
ced of  its  Falfhood.  But  there  can  be  nothing  more 
unworthy  of  an  honeft  Man  than  to  change  his  Sen- 
timents in  religious  Matters,  purely  out  of  Complai- 
fance.  It  is  becoming  like  certain  Idolaters  in  the 
Indies,  who  make  a  Trade  of  their  Religion  in  their 
Negotiations  with  the  Nazarene  Miftionaries  ;  they 
abandon  the  Worfhip  of  their  Idols  while  the  Fathers 
furnifh  them  with  a  better  Subfiftance  than  otherwife 
they  could  obtain  ;  but  whenever  they  are  turn'd  out 
of  their  Pay,  away  they  run  to  their  Woods,  and 
to  their  falfe  Gods  again. 

Conftder,  my  dear  Monceca,  the  feveral  Sects  of 
the  Nazarenes,  which  have  fprung  up  in  the  Space  of 
feventeen  hundred  Years,  they  are  almoft  all  extinct. 
One  Age  hath  feen  a  Religion  rife  and  fall,  which  yet 
in  its  Day  had  a  Multitude  of  Partizans.  In  this 
fpringing  and  decaying  of  Religions,  ours   hath  fuf- 

fered 
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fared  no  Diminution.  I  am  perfuaded  there  are  at 
this  Day  as  many  Jews  fcattered  over  the  Earth  as 
there  were  in  the  World  at  the  time  of  the  laft  De- 
ftruclion  of  Jcrufakm  by  the  Romans.  It  feems  that 
Heaven  is  alike  employ'd  in  multiplying  them  and 
their  Misfortunes.  If  all  the  Jews  who  are  in  the 
Countries  of  the  Great  Moguls  in  Mo/cozy,  in  Tur- 
fy, in  Africa,  and  in  the  feveral  Kingdoms  of  Eu- 
rope, were  afTembled  in  one  Country,  I  doubt  whe- 
ther there  would  be  a  more  numerous  or  a  more  puif- 
fant  Nation  in  the  Earth.  This  (hall  one  Day  hap- 
pen, dear  Monceca,  when  the  long  Captivity  under 
which  we  now  languifh,  fhall  have  its.  final  Period. 
The  Walls  of  Jcrufakm  mall  be  rebuilt  by  her  Chil- 
dren, the  Holy  Temple  again  reftored,  and  the  Al- 
mighty worshipped  therein  by  his  faithful  Ifraelites^ 
in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore.  Let  the  Naza- 
renes  then  go  on  to  boaft  their  own  Profperity,  and 
to  upbraid  us  with  our  Misfortunes.  He  who  hath 
brought  us  into  this  Slavery,  and  hath  made  us  ftoop 
to  the  Yoke  of  thefe  Nations,  can  deliver  us  when  he 
pleafes,  and  when  our  Crimes  (hall  be  expiated,  then 
the  Nazarenes  {hall  begin  to  feel  the  Punifhment  of 
theirs. 

We  may  apply  to  our  Enemies  what  an  EngliJJ) 
Governor  once  faid  to  a  French  General  when  Eng- 
land was  deprived  of  Calais,  the  laft  of  the  numerous 
Conquefts  it  had  made  in  Frar.ce.  The  General- 
afk'd  the  Governor  pleafantly,  JVhen  do  you  think  you 
Jhall  pafs  the  Water,  and  ejlablijh  your  fives  again 
here  f  That  wefia/l  do,  replied  the  Governor  grave- 
ly, whenever  your  Sins  are  greater  than  ours.  If  this 
Gentleman  was  right  in  his  Conjecture,  then  towarcs 
the  latter  End  of  the  Reign  of  Lnvls  XIV.  the 
French  were  greater  Sinners  than  the  Englifo.  It  is 
true  that  Heaven  at  laft  pardon'd  them,  and  their 
Enemies  quickly  pafs'd  the  Sea  again.  It  (hall  be, 
D  3  dear 
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dear  Monceca^  with  the  Jews  as  with  the  Nazarenes  ; 
whenever  they  become  virtuous,  God  will  put  an 
end  to  their  Sufferings.  All  the  different  Captivities 
that  we  have  endured  are  but  the  Effects  of  our 
Vices,  and  as  thefe  have  not  produced  an  Amend- 
ment, God  hath  thought  fit  to  continue  cur  AiHic- 
tions,  that  he  may  change  intirely  our  evil  Inclina- 
tions, and  render  us  worthy  of  being  call'd  by  his 
Name.  The  longer  our  Slavery  lafts,  the  more  a- 
greeable  its  End  will  be.  In  vain  have  the  Nations 
confpired  the  Ruin  of  Ifracl  j  their  Projects  fhall  be 
all  difappointed  ;  the  Almighty  fhall  diffipate  their 
dark  Contrivances  as  the  Wind  drives  Smoke  away. 
When  our  Deliverer  fhall  come  to  break  our  Chains, 
the  Earth  mall  tremble  at  his  Prefence,  and  Kings 
fhall  fall  down  at  his  Feet ;  he  fhall  overcome  all 
Obdacles,  and  Sion  fhall  be  reftored,  and  become 
more  flourifhing  than  of  old.  Happy !  Happy  ! 
Monceca,  fhall  the  Jews  be  who  mall  then  enjoy  the 
Light  of  the  Sun  ;  they  fhall  fee  in  one  Day  more 
Miracles  done  than  have  been  hitherto  wrought  from 
the  Creation  of  the  World.  They  fhall  contem- 
plate the  Face  of  the  moft  augufr.  Mejjiah,  refplen- 
dent  with  Glory.  Perhaps  that  Day  is  nearer  than 
we  imagine.  The  Deliverer  of  Ifrael  may  appear 
in  an  Inftant ;  it  is  alfo  poffible  that  happy  Moment 
may  be  far  off.  God  alone  knows  when  it  fhall  come 
to  pafs.  Let  us  fubmit  with  all  due  refpe£t  to  his  De- 
crees. Let  us  adore  his  holy  Providence,  and  let  us 
be  affured,  that  if  he  punifhes  us  it  is  for  our  Good, 
and  that  in  the  End  he  may  bring  us  to  Glory. 

May'ft  thou  enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca^  live 
happily  and  content,  and  may  the  God  of  our  Fa- 
thers grant  thee  Profperity  in  all  things. 

Lijlon, 

LETTER 
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LETTER    CXXVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Jacob   Brito^ 

T  HAVE  many  times  confidered  what  it  was, 
*  which  could  render  ibme  Nations  fo  much  more 
affable  than  others.  I  am  at  length  perfuaded,  that 
it  is  Amply  Education  ;  and  that  it  is  purely  the  In- 
ftrucYions  we  give  Children  in  their  tender  Years, 
which  determines  their  future  Temperament,  and 
infpires  them  with  that  Politenefs  which  is  of  fo 
great  confequence  to  Society. 

Some  Authors,  moderately  furnifh'd  with  Un- 
derstanding, have  maintain'd,  that  thofe  are  the 
mod  polifh'd  who  dwell  in  Countries  fubjecl:  to  ab- 
folute  Monarchs  *.  If  we  may  credit  thefe  Men, 
Brutality  is  a  kind  of  neceffary  Confequence  of  Li- 
berty. They  compare  the  Politenefs  of  the  French, 
with  that  Quicknefs  and  Haughtinefs  vifible  in  the 
Englijh,  and  that  plain  natural  Behaviour,  which  is 
the  Characleriftick  of  the  Dutch  and  Sw'tfs.  But  the 
Examples  thefe  Authors  make  ufe  of,  in  order  to  fu- 
ftain  their  Opinions,  are  abfolutely  deftroy'd  by  o- 
thers  j  which  very  plainly  prove,  that  the  Liberty  of 
a  Nation  does  not  at  all  prejudice  Affability,  or 
Complaifance.  The  Greeks  and  Ro?nans,  while  their 
feveral   Republicks  were  in  the   greateft   Splendor, 

*  See  amon* ft  other  things.  Litres  fur  les    Holhndois, 
foid  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Muralt. 

D  4  were 
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were  the  People  in  the  World  the  moll:  civilized,  the 
mod  polite;  while  the  Perfians  and  the  Parthians, 
Slaves  to  abfolute  Princes,  were  confidered  as  Bar- 
barians. 

If  we  compare  the  Affability  of  the  Venetians  \v\xh 
the  unmannerly  Behaviour  of  the  Turks,  we  (hall 
readily  agree,  that  defpotick  Government  is  far 
enough  from  infpiring  Politenefs ;  we  muft  look 
therefore  for  this  Caufe  fomewhere  elfe,  than  in  ei- 
ther Submifiion  or  Liberty.  For  as  we  fee,  that 
fome  free  People  have  little  Complaifance,  and  that 
under  defpotick  Governments  there  may  be  found 
fome  who  have  lefs  ;  and  as  it  is  certain,  that  the 
Mufcovites  were  heretofore  the  moft  reftiff  and  the 
molt  brutal  of  all  People,  at  the  very  time  that  they 
were  aliblutely  Slaves ;  we  muft  acknowledge  that 
the  Idea  we  are  apt  to  form  of  a  Ferocity  arifing 
from  a  Spirit  of  Liberty,  is  not  at  all  founded  in  Rea- 
fcn,  but  in  Prejudice  :  Wherefore  we  ought  to  con- 
tinue our  Search. 

I  think,  and  that  with  reafon,  dear  Brito,  that 
Education  is  the  ruling  Motive  in  moil:  of  the  Ac- 
tions of  Mankind  ;  they  have  been  more  or  lefs 
tractable,  according  as  they  have  been  more  or  lefs 
cultivated  in  their  Youth.  When  they  have  been 
taught  early  to  render  themfelves  fociable,  to  bend 
their  Tempers,  and  to  accommodate  their  Wills  to 
thofe  of  others,  it  grows  into  a  Cuftom,  and  they 
become  infenfibly  complaifant  without  thinking  of 
being  fo.  In  fhort,  Habit  is  to  them  a  fecond 
Nature.  But,  when  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
brought  up  in  a  full  Gratification  of  their  Painons, 
and  allowed  to  follow  blindly  their  own  Humours, 
their  Temper  becomes  more  and  more  reftive,  and 
they  grow  the  more  and  more  impertinent  as  they 
grow  in  Years  ;    the  Nature   of  the  Government 

they 
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they  live  under,  neither  abating  nor  encreafing  the 
Rufticity  of  their  Manners. 

The  Mufcovites  are  not  become  more  fubmLTive 
within  thefe  twenty  Years,  and  they  are  become 
more  polite.  Peter  Alexowife  found  the  Secret  of 
polifhing  their  Manners  and  abolifhing  their  ill  Cuf- 
toms,  without  making  them  Slaves.  He  made  them 
more  fociable,  by  obliging  them  to  educate  their 
Children  in  a  proper  manner.  The  Mufcoviie  Court 
differs  as  much  from  what  it  was  twenty  Years  ago, 
as  the  Court  of  France  differs  from  that  of  Conflan- 
tinople  ;  and  yet  I  look  upon  thefe  Courts  as  Anti- 
podes to  each  other  in  this  refpecl. 

The  Mufcovites  were  heretofore  lefs  polim'd  and 
lcfs  affable  than  xhzTurks^  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the 
Laws  of  Civility,  and  very  moderately  fkill'd  in 
thofe  of  Nations.  The  Character  of  Ambaiiadur 
was  fcarce  enough  confidered  amongft  them  to  pre- 
ferve  him  who  bore  it  from  Indignities.  IVicque- 
fort,  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Ambaflador  and  his 
Functions,  fpeaks  of  them  in  thefe  Terms  : 

"  The  Mufcovites  are  void  of  good  Manners, 
"  barbarous  and  brutal;  and  tho'  Birth  makes fome 
44  diitinclion  between  the  better  and  the  meaneft 
44  Sort  of  them,  yet  are  they  all  Slaves  to  the  Czar, 
44  and  through  abafe  and  fervile  Education  one  fees 
"  nothing  amongft  them,  which  is  not  low,  flupid 
44  and  clownifh.  The  Czar,  or  Grand  Duke, 
44  takes  upon  himfelf  the  Expences  of  all  .Ambafla- 
'■'•  tiers,  as  foon  as  they  enter  his  Dominions,  and 
44  continues  to  defray  them  fo  long  as  they  remain 
46  in  them  ;  but  then  this  Kindnefs,  Honour,  or 
44  whatever  you  will  call  it,  is  accompany 'd  with  a 
41  kind  of  beaftly  Arrogance.  For,  whereas  in  all 
44  other  Courts  the  Matter  of  the  Ceremonies,  or 
tC  Iritrodu&or  of  Ambaffadors,  does  all  Civilities 
"  to  publick  Mmiilers,  and  gives  them  the  Place 
D  5  "  of 
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<c  of  Honour  in  their  Houfes,  in  the  Name  of  his 
u  Mafter ;  the  Mufcovite  Priftave  does  his  utmoft 
"  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  that  Place,  avoids 
ic  lighting  from  his  Horfe  till  the  Minifter  is  actually 
"  difmounted,  throws  himfelf  firft  into  a  Coach  or 
"  into  a  Sledge;  and,  in  {hort,  behaves  with  theut- 
**  moft  Saucinefs  upon  all  occafions.  There  are  feve- 
*'  ral  Defcriptions  of  this  Court,  and  its  Formalities. 
M  Amongft  others,  a  moft  impertinent  one  in  the 
*'  Account  of  the  EmbafTy  fent  by  the  Duke  of 
*c  Holfiein  Gottorp  thither,  and  into  Perfia  in  the 
*'  Year  1633.  But  I  do  not  remember  any,  in 
ct  which  this  Nation  is  fet  in  a  better  light,  than  in 
<c  that  which  we  have  of  the  Earl  of  Carlijle,  who 
*c  went  thither  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Great- 
*c  Britain,  in  the  fame  Year. 

'*  The  Priftave,  who  received  him  at  Archangel, 
<c  took  the  hand  of  the  AmbafTador,  and  would 
"  not  yield  up  that  Point,  till  the  Governor  of 
"  the  Town  directed  him  to  comply  with  the 
"  Earl's  Defire  ;  who  was  a  Man  of  Spirit,  and 
"  would  not  fuffer  any  Injury  to  be  done  to  the 
*'  King  his  Mafter.  They  fixed  the  Day  on 
"  which  he  was  to  make  his  Entry  into  Mo f cow. 
46  He  was  on  horfeback,  and  after  he  had  rode 
•*  above  half  a  League,  they  told  him  it  muft  be 
<J  put  off  until  the  next  Day,  and  obliged  him  to 
«c  take  up  his  Lodgings  in  a  pitiful  Village.  The 
4<  AmbaiTador  fhewed  not  a  little  Reientment  ;  he 
46  even  wrote  to  the  Czar  upon  it  in  very  ftrcng 
"  Terms  :  But  this  fignified  nothing,  they  gave 
"  him  no  Satisfaction,  either  on  this  Account,  or 
*4  on  the  Errand  on  which  he  came.  Nay,  on  a 
•*  certain  Occafion  in  which  they  ought  to  have 
*'  done  him  the  higheft  Honours,  they  took  an  Op- 
*'  portunity  to  offer  bim  the  moft  outrageous  Infult. 
"  The  Czar  invited  him  to  Dinner,    but  caufed 

"  him 
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"  him  to  be  placed  at  a  feparate  Table,  at  a  greater 
€<  diftance  from  his  own  than  that  at  which  his 
cc  Bcjars  fate,  who  are  in  fact  his  Slaves,  who 
"  were  placed  on  the  right-hand,  while  the  Am- 
"  baffador  fate  on  the  left.  At  length  he  took  his 
"  leave,  fo  little  fatisfy'd  with  the  Court,  that  he 
"  refufed  the  Prefents  which  were  offered  him,  and 
"  exprefs'd  his  Refentment  in  fuch  Terms,  that  the 
*<  Czar  fent  an  exprefs  Embafly  to  complain  of  him 
"  to  the  King  his  Mafter  *." 

Tho'  this  PaiTage  is  fomewhat  long,  yet  am  I 
perfuaded,  my  dear  Brito,  you  will  not  find  it 
tedious.  It  proves  indubitably,  that  the  mod  fub- 
miflive  People  in  the  World,  may  be  at  the  fame 
time  exceeding  brutal ;  and  it  gives  us  likewife  a 
very  juit  Idea  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of 
the  Mufeovites.  It  is  true,  that  within  thefe  few 
Years  great  Changes  have  been  made  amongft 
them ,  but  after  all,  there  are  many  things  in  their 
Manners  that  want  Correction,  and  to  Time  it 
muff  be  left  to  compleat  what  Pete)'  Alexowitz  has 
begun.  After  all,  to  him  will  be  owing  the  total 
Change  of  a  People  fo  favage  and  fo  defective  in 
point  of  Civility. 

I  have  been  inform'd  by  the  Chevalier  Ma'ifm, 
when  I  was  at  Paris,  that  he  went  often  to  the  Inn 
at  Toulon,  where  the  young  Mufcovites  boarded, 
whom  the  Czar  fent  thither  to  learn  the  Arts  of 
Navigation  and  Ship-building ;  they  ferved  at  that 
time  in  the  Marines.  "When  they  firft  came  to 
that  Place,  there  was  hardly  a  Day  pad  over  their 
heads  but  they  boxed,  and  were  fometimes  ready 
to  draw  their  Knives    about  who    mould   have  the 

*  Wicquefort  de  l'AmbalLdeur,  lib.  I.  §.  xvin. 
p.  476. 

D  6  firft 
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firft  Cut  of  the  Meat.  They  look'd  more  like 
Bears  Whelps  Half  lick'd,  than  Men.  However, 
by  degrees  they  loft  all  their  ill  Habits,  and  re- 
turned into  their  own  Countries  as  polifhed  and  as 
well  bred,  as  if  they  had  been  born  in  the  heart  of 
Europe. 

The  Strangers  who  have  gone  over  into  Mofcovy, 
have   done  infinite  Service   in  that    Country.     Be- 
fides  propagating   the    Arts,    they  have   fhewn  the 
People  the  Abfurdity  of  their  old  Cuftoms.     I  look 
upon  the  French  and   Germans  fettled   there,    as  fo 
many    MiiTionaries   employed     in    teaching    them 
Humanity;  and  who  do  infinitely  greater  Service, 
than  thofe  do  who  run  to  the  Eaji  and  Weft-Indies, 
merely  to  extend  the  Power  of    the   Pope.     The 
firft  Duty  of  Men,    next   to  that  of  worshipping 
the  Deity,    is    miniftring  to   the    Wants  of   their 
Fellow-Creatures.     He  muft  have  very  little  Cha- 
rity in  his  Nature,  who   does  not  rejoice  at  hear- 
ing of  a   whole  Nation    being   brought    to    their 
Senfes.     Tho'  I  am  a  Jew,  I  take  part  in  the  good 
Fortune  of  Mankind ;    and   when   I    underftand, 
that  a  Man  travels  to  augment  it ;    I  look   upon 
him  as  an  Hero.     The    World    is  the  Country  of 
a   Philcfcpher,    he    ought  to  be  afhamed  of  that 
mean  and  bafe    Jealoufy,    which  conftitutes    what 
is  called  National  Prejudice.     I  wifh  with    all    my 
Heart,  that  the  Swifs  Franknefs,  the  good  Senfe  of 
the  Dutch,  French  Wit,  and  Englifl)  Penetration, 
were   difFufed  through  the  whole  human  Species ; 
they  would  not  indeed  after  all  this  be  Jczvs,    but 
they  would  be    worthy  of  becoming  fuch,    and   I 
mould  willingly  .acknowledge  them    my  Brethren. 
You  fee,    my    dear    Brito,    my  Sentiments,    with 
refpecl:  to  the  Mafs  of  Mankind.     I    don't  know 
whether  ycu  will  approve  them  5    but  I   fancy  you 

are 
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are  fo  much  above  all  Prejudice,  that  you  cannot 
but  love  Virtue  wherever  it  appears. 

I  go  from  hence  the  firft  of  next  Month,  in 
order  to  pafs  fome  Time  in  England.  I  have  al- 
ready written  to  "Jeremy  Co/la,  to  hire  for  me  an 
Apartment  in  fome  quiet  Part  of  the  City.  It  has 
been  always  my  Care  throughout  my  Travels,  to 
lodge  in  Places  where,  when  I  thought  proper,  I 
might  indulge  Meditation,  without  Danger  of  being 
dilturbed.  In  all  great  Cities,  and, efpccially  in  Pa- 
ris and  London,  a  Man  who  applies  himfelf  to  Stu- 
dy, ought  to  be  as  careful  in  his  Choice  of  a  Lodg- 
ing, as  a  Man  about  to  marry  is  in  that  of  his  Wife; 
and  for  the  fame  Reafon,  his  Tranquility  depending 
on  his  Choice.  It  is  true,  that  in  France  or  in  Eng- 
land, one  may  eafier  change  one's  Houfe  than  one's 
Wife ;  but  after  all,  when  one  is  once  fixed,  re- 
moving is  very  troublefome. 

I  muft  acknowledge  to  you,  my  Friend,  that 
Change  is  troublefome  to  me  in  all  things.  I  main- 
tain a  perfect  Uniformity  in  my  Conduct,  and  my 
Manner  of  Life  is  entirely  oppofite  to  that  of  fome 
other  Perfons,  who  pafs  their  Days  in  a  fort  of  con-, 
tinued  Agitation.  I  have  often  pitied  at  Paris  a 
Number  of  French  People  who  were  everlaftingly  in 
a  Hurry,  and  who  feemed  to  me  as  uneafy  as  if 
they  had  been  in  a  Place  befieged. 

To  fay  the  Truth,  an  Itch  of  Change,  and  a 
Paffton  for  Novelty,  are  not  unlike  Pofieffions  ;  I 
mean  thofe,  which  the  Vulgar  apprehend  come 
from  the  Devil.  There  are  more  philofophical 
Reafonings  neceflary  to  cure  a  Brain  thus  turned, 
than  Drops  of  holy  Water  to  a  Nazarene  Prieft, 
who  would  drive  Ajhtaroth  or  Belial  out  of  a  Body, 
in  which  they  lay  in  Garifon.  After  all,  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  philofophical  Arguments  do 
no  more  good  in  one  Cafe,  than  ecclefiaitical  Cere- 
monies 
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monies  in  the  other ;  fo  that  both  Maladies  remain 
incurable.  This  Cafe  is  common  at  Paris,  where 
one  half  of  the  Smarts  are  as  thoroughly  nVd  to 
their  Follies,  as  the  Convulfionifts  are  to  their  Dif- 
eafes.  You  will  be  aftonifh'd,  my  dear  Brito,  at 
feeing  me  treat  thefe  People  like  Demoniacks  j  but 
to  fpeak  fincerely,  I  don't  know  what  elfe  to  call 
them.  What  Name  can  one  give  to  a  Sett  of  Peo- 
ple, who  commit  all  forts  of  Extravagances  with  an 
air  of  Myftery.  You  will  fay  perhaps,  that  if  the 
thing  be  fo,  I  call  thofe  Demoniacks  who  ought  to 
be  called  Cheats  and  Impoftois.  It  may  be  fo.  I 
leave  it  entirely  to  you  to  decide  that  Queftion. 

May  God  grant  you,  dear  Brito>  Health,  Con- 
tent and  Happinefs. 
Hamburgh, 


LETTER     CXXIX. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftarui- 
nople. 


fpHERE  is  nothing  more  difputcd,  than  that 
A  Preference  which  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
Memory  of  fovereign  Princes  diftinguifhed  by  their 
Virtues  ;  and  it  feems  a  Thing  not  yet  decided 
whofe  Name  fhould  ftand  firft  in  this  Lift.  For. 
my  part,  dear  Jfaac,  I  know  none  fo  worthy  of 
that  Pofl  of  Honour,  as  Henry  IV.  King  of  France, 
All  the  other  Princes,  of  whom  Men  talk  fo  much, 

if 
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if  they  had  many  good  Qualities,  have  alfo  had 
many  bad  ones ;  and  there  is  not  one  amongft  them 
who  has  not  tarnifh'd  the  Luftrie  of  his  Virtues, 
not  only  by  a  light  Fault,  but  by  fome  confiderable 
Excefs,  incompatible  with  Humanity  and  the  Cha- 
racter of  a  Man  of  Worth.  You  may  not  perhaps 
have  reflected  thoroughly  upon  this  Subject,  I  will 
therefore  give  you  evident  Proofs  in  Support  of  my 
Opinion,  by  running  over  all  the  Heroes  of  Anti- 
quity, glancing  alfo  a  little  on  the  Moderns. 

If  we  go  as  high  as  the  fabulous  Times  and  the 
Siege  of  Troy,  and  take  upon  us  io  examine  the 
Heroes  of  Homer,  we  (hall  find  them  a  Company 
of  hair-brain'd,  proud,  cunning,  or  perjured  Per- 
fons.  Achilles  is  a  head-flrong  Creature,  who  fuf- 
fers  half  the  Greeks  to  be  knock'd  o'  the  head  to 
no  purpofe ;  fo  great  a  Brute  that  he  outrages  the 
Corpfe  of  HeRor,  whofc  Valour  he  ought  to  have 
honour'd  :  None  but  mean  and  bafe  Minds  infult 
over  a  vanquifh'd  Enemy.  Agamemnon  was  the 
Hangman  of  his  Family,  he  facrificed  his  Daughter 
to  his  own  Ambition.  Ajax  is  a  Madman,  Ulyjfes 
a  Cheat,  Telemenes  the  Murderer  of  his  Son.  In 
fhort,  without  doing  the  leaff.  Injury  to  thefe  an- 
cient Heroes,  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  the  very  beft 
of  them  could  not  be  (tiled  a  Man  of  Probity. 

But,  without  dwelling  upon  thefe  Times  of  Fic- 
tion, let  us  look  a  little  into  the  Conduct  of  thje 
greateft  Monarchs  in  the  Univerfe.  What  Crimes 
did  not  Alexander  the  Great  commit  in  the  lafr. 
Years  of  his  Life  ?  What  is  there  grofs  or  abo- 
minable, into  which  he  did  not  run  ?  He  butcher'd 
his  Friends  with  his  own  Hand,  he  caufed  his  beft 
Captains  to  be  put  to  death,  he  gave  himfelf  up 
to  Drinking  and  Debauchery  ;  and  many  a  Man 
has  been  broke  upon  the  Wheel,  for  a  lefs  horrid 
Murder    than    that  of  Clytus.      I  do   not  know, 

whether 
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whether  I  ought  to  put  Marius  and  Sylla  into  the 
Rank  of  Sovereigns;  but  this  I  know,  that. while 
they  were  at  the  Head  of  the  Roman  Republick, 
they  committed  more  Villanies,  Robberies  and  Mur- 
ders, than  were  ever  perpetrated  by  the  Miquelets 
in  Catalonia i  or  the  Camifars  in  France. 

Pompey  and  Cczfar  were  two  illuftrious  Highway- 
men, who  difputed  for  a  long  time  which  mould 
have  the  Honour  of  robbing  his  Country.  Both 
abufed  the  Powers  granted  them  by  the  Republick, 
and  whatever  pompous  Titles  their  Partizans  might 
give  them,  it  is  impoilible  for  us  to  confider  them 
in  any  other  light  than  as  Deftroyers  of  their 
Country.  The  one  thought  of  enflaving  it,  under 
the  Pretence  of  defending  it ;  the  other  pretended 
a  Right  to  it,  in  revenge  for  the  Injuries  done 
him. 

Antony,  Augujius  and  Lepidus,  made  the  Earth 
and  the  Sea  blufh,  by  their  bloody  Profcriptions. 
I  look  upon  them  as  three  Knights  of  the  Road, 
who,  on  the  Death  of  their  Captain,  fhared  his 
Booty  among  them,  and  a  little  after  fell  to  quar- 
relling amongft  themfelves.  It  is  true,  that  An- 
guflus  in  the  latter  part  of  his  Life  behaved  well ; 
but  had  he  been  a  private  Man  he  would  have  been 
hang'd  many  a  fair  Day,  before  his  Penitence  ap- 
peared. The  Nazarenes  have  a  Proverb,  JVhen  the 
Devil  grew  old,  he  turned  Hermit :  This  was  his 
Character  to  a  hair. 

Let  us  now  quit  the  Heroes  of  Antiquity,  and 
come  to  thofe  of  later  Times ;  among  whom,  I 
own  we  mall  find  Men  of  greater  Worth ;  but  none 
of  them  without  their  Faults,  and  thofe  very  confi- 
der..ble  ones  too. 

Francis,  the  firft  King  of  France,  had  a  thoufand 
Virtues.  He  was  good,  generous,  fincere ;  but 
with  all  thefe  good  Qualities  he  was  certainly  falfe 

to 
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to  his  Word,  after  he  was  delivered  from  his  Cap- 
tivity in  Spain,  and  paid  for  that  Time  the  Em- 
peror Charles  the  Ytn  ?n  the  Coin  which  he  had 
more  than  once  received.  That  great  Emperor, 
with  all  his  Virtues,  could  not  boaft  of  much  Sin- 
cerity, and  his  greateft  Admirers  muft  allow  this 
confiderable  Deficiency. 

Times  within  our  Memory  have  produced  four 
Heroes  of  different  Virtues,  all  of  them  endowed 
with  great  good  Qualities,  which  each  of  them 
fullied  by  fome  notable  Defects. 

The  nrft  of  thefe  Heroes  is  William  the  Third, 
King  of  Great-Britain,  who  had  without  doubt  ve- 
ry mining  Properties,  which  would  have  appeared 
however  brighter  in  the  Eyes  of  Pofterity,  and  have 
been  more  confidered  by  Men  of  true  good  Senfe, 
if  he  had  never  contributed  to  the  dethroning  his 
Father-in-law.  What  does  the  World  fay  of  a 
Man  who  lays  his  Hands  on  his  Father's  Goods, 
and  obliges  him  to  run  about  in  a  miferable  Man- 
ner, begging  his  Bread  ? 

Lewis  the  XlVth,  is  the  fecond  of  thefe  Heroes. 
He  was  good-natur'd,  magnificent,  hated  Cruelty, 
loved  learned  Men,  and  encouraged  the  Arts  and 
Sciences,  lb  as  to  render  them  flourifhing  in  his 
Dominions.  His  Enemies  continually  objected 
his  exorbitant  Ambition  ;  and  yet  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  juftify  him  upon  that  head,  at  leaft  to 
excufe  him.  He  had  good  Reafons  for  punifhing 
the  Spaniards,  who,  for  a  long  feries  of  time,  had 
endeavoured  the  Deftrudtion  of  France.  If  he  ag- 
grandized his  Kingdom,  nothing  can  be  plainer, 
than  that  in  augmenting  his  proper  Glory,  he 
augmented  alfo  the  Good  of  his  People.  His  Am- 
bition and  his  Conquefts  therefore,  may  be  well 
enough  approved.  In  fhort,  he  had  equal'd  Henry 
the  IVth,  had  he  never  taken  the  Advice  of  the 

Jefuits, 
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Jefuits,  or  fet  his  Eyes  on  Madam  Monte/pan.  To 
take  a  Woman  away  from  her  Hufband,  and  to  be 
fo  far  governed  by  Priefts,  as  to  drive  out  of  his 
Dominions  by  their  Advice  People  to  whom  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  had  infinite  Obligations,  render'd 
it  necefTary  for  Lewis  the  XlVth  to  have  all  the 
great  Qualities  he  flood  poflefs'd  of,  from  preventing 
his  Fame  from  being  utterly  deftroy'd  by  thofe  two 
moft  remarkable  Slips  in  his  Conduct. 

I  know  very  well,  my  dear  I  fa  ac,  that  the  Po- 
liticians excufe  the  Banifhment  of  the  Reformed, 
by  the  Necefiity  there  was  of  having  but  one  Re- 
ligion in  France^  in  order  to  eftabliih  its  Tranqui- 
lity on  a  firm  Bafis.  I  muft  own,  that  thefe  Rea- 
sons have  a  great  deal  of  Weight.  However,  in 
exiling  the  Proteftants,  there  was  no  Neceflity  of 
having  recourfe  to  as  many  Murders  and  Profcrip- 
tions,  as  ever  render'd  a  Triumvirate  infamous.  I 
own  too,  that  it  is  faid,  that  Lewis  the  XlVth  was 
totally  ignorant  of  all  thefe  Cruelties  \  and  that 
being  as  he  was  of  a  humane  Difpofition,  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  hinder'd,  had  he  known  any 
thing  of  the  matter.  But,  granting  this,  he  was 
ftill  refponfible  ;  becaufe  he  was  fo  weak  as  to  give 
himfelf  up  to  the  pernicious  Counfels  of  Monks  and 
Devotees. 

The  Character  of  the  late  Czar  Peter  the  Firil, 
is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  Mixture  of  Magnanimity 
and  Cruelty,  of  Virtues  and  Vices.  Let  the  World 
fay  what  they  will  of  his  Glory,  I  fhall  never  be 
brought  to  believe,  that  his  intractable  Fiercenefs 
was  a  Virtue,  or  that  a  Father  ought  to  reckon 
among  his  illuftrious  Actions  the  Death  of  his 
Son. 

Charles   the  Xllth  of  Sweden^    had   a  furprifing 
Courage,    and   with  it  a  Multitude  of  other  great 
Qualities;    but  he  pufh'd  his  Revenge  to  Extre- 
mity i 
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mity ;  and  perhaps  God  himfelf,  by  that  Chain  of 
Evils  which  follow'd  after  the  Battle  of  Puhowa, 
punifh'd  in  this  World  his  Cruelty  towards  Patkul, 
which  was  the  more  inexcufable,  confidering  the 
Character  with  which  he  was  cloathed. 

All  thefe  Heroes  of  whom  I  have  been  fpeaking, 
and  whofe  Characters  I  have  ventured  to  examine, 
muft  be  at  leaft  allowed  to  have  tarnifhed  the  Luftre 
of  their  Virtues,  by  capital  Errors.  Henry  the  IVth 
had  no  Failings,  but  fuch  as  are  incident  to  human 
Nature.  He  vanquifh'd  his  Enemies,  and  as  foon 
as  he  had  done  fo,  he  generoufly  forgave  them 
whatever  they  had  done  amifs.  He  conquer'd 
himfelf  his  own  Kingdom,  and  made  War  only 
to  recover  what  was  juftly  his  Due,  and  to  drive 
out  thofe  Enemies  who  came  to  attack  him  in  his 
own  Dominions,  and  to  foment  Troubles  and  Di- 
vifions  among  his  Subjects.  He  was  the  Father  of 
his  People  ;  "the  Widow  and  the  Orphan  always 
found  an  Azylum  at  the  Foot  of  his  Throne.  He 
loved  Women,  but  not  like  Lams  the  XlVth.  He 
was  in  that  fo  good  and  fo  perfect:,  that  if  in  the 
Times  of  Idolatry,  when  illuftrious  Princes  were 
ranked  amongft  the  Gods,  he  had  been  there  placed, 
I  believe  I  ihould  have  wanted  an  extraordinary 
Meafure  of  divine  Grace,  to  hinder  me  from  en- 
tring  the  Temple  of  Henry  the  IVth,  and  burning 
Incerife  on  his  Altar. 

France  is  at  this  Day  governed  by  a  Prince,  who 
may  perhaps  one  Day  rival  the  greateft  King  of 
his  Race.  He  has  already  fhewn  us  Good-nature, 
Generofity,  Clemency  and  Difcretion,  almoft  be- 
yond Comparifon  \  fo  many  good  Qualities  ought 
furely  to  be  confidered  as  an  Earneft,  that  other 
Virtues  fhall  appear  when  Occafion  calls  them 
forth. 

The 
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The  Nazarencs  have  a  Cuftom  of  praying  de- 
voutly in  their  Churches  for  the  Safety  of  their 
King.  They  intreat  Providence  daily  to  preferve 
him  and  render  him  profperous.  Who  could  have 
imagined,  all  this  confidered,  that  the  beft  King  in 
the  World  mould  be  affaffinated  in  the  midft  of  his 
People,  to  whom  he  was  a  common  Parent  ?  O 
ftrange  !  O  haplefs  Inftance  of  the  Folly  and  Fren- 
zies of  Men  !  Lewis  the  Xlth  met  with  few  Rebels 
amongft  his  Subjects.  Henry  the  IVth  found  a- 
mongft  them  Enemies  the  moft  cruel. 

The  beft  Kings  have  feldom  met  with  proper 
Returns  from  their  People.  It  feems  as  if  Severity 
was  the  fole  Method  whereby  Fear  and  Reverence 
can  be  imprefTed  on  the  Croud  ;  mean  and  fervile 
Creatures,  whom  only  a  rigid  and  inflexible  Admi- 
niftration  can  govern.  The  Kindnefs  and  Clemency 
of  the  prefent  King  of  France,  hath  ferved  but  to 
increafe  the  Fiercenefs  of  the  Molhiifis,  and  the 
Malignity  of  the  Janjenifis,  Confident  of  Impunity, 
they  have  from  time  to  time  committed  the  molt 
unpardonable  Ofxences. 

It  is  not  long  fmce  a  Prelate,  whofe  Name  is 
Lejtteau  *,  who  had  been  a  Jefuit  before  his  Pro- 
motion to  that  Rank,  compos'd  a  Book,  intituled, 
An  Anfwer  to  the  Anecdotes  on  the  Conftitution  Uni- 
genitus.  In  this  Piece,  in  refuting  the  Sentiments 
of  the  janfeni/rs,  he  has  run  into  the  moft  outra- 
geous Invectives  againft  Perfons  the  moft  venerable ; 
and  not  contented  even  with  this,  hath  treated  very 
unadvifedly  of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the 
Kingdom.  The  King  was  content  with  fimply 
condemning  the  Books,  forbidding  the  Sale  thereof; 
and  directing,  that  all  who  were  poflefled  of  Copies, 
fhould  bring  them  to  Perfons  who  were  appointed  to 

*  Bifhop  of  Sifter  on. 

that 
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that  End,  by  an  Arret  of  Council.  Without  que- 
ftion,  my  Friend,  you  apprehend  that  the  Prelate, 
itruck  with  the  Kindnefs  and  Clemency  of  his  Prince, 
hath  ever  fince  behaved  with  more  Caution.  Nothing 
like  it.  Some  Months  after  the  Condemnation  of 
his  Work,  he  publifhed  a  Sequel,  written  in  the 
very  fame  Spirit;  this  was  again  condemned  by 
another  Arret  of  Council.  Maugre  all  this,  our 
Prelate  is  again  at  work,  and  will,  in  all  Probabili- 
ty, publifh  another  Volume  by  way  of  Continuation 
to  the  Anecdotes. 

To  fay  the  Truth,  dear  Ifaac,  Subjects  are  fome- 
times  apt  to  abufe  the  Good-nature  and  Companion 
of  their  Princes.  There  is  not,  in  my  Opinion, 
any  Boldnefs  equal  to  that  of  fome  Ecclefiafticks. 
They  will  fometimes  undertake  the  moft  extra- 
vagant Things.  That  Confideration,  which  they 
think  is  due  to  their  Character,  gives  them  Spirit 
enough  to  undertake  any  thing,  infomuch  that 
they  execute  with  Afiurance  what  other  People 
would  not  fo  much  as  fuffer  to  enter  into  their 
Heads.  One  may  fafely  fay,  my  Friend,  that  in 
all  Religions  the  greateft  Happinefs  which  can  pof- 
iibly  attend  the  Society,  is  to  have  Men  of  Wif- 
dom  and  of  peaceable  Difpofitions  for  their  Priefts. 
Ecclefiafticks  are  in  States  what  Emeticks  are  in 
Medicine ;  nothing  more  ufeful  when  apply'd  pro- 
perly, nothing  fo  dangerous  when  adminiftred  mal- 
a-propos.  A  Prelate  of  Probitv,  an  honeft  Parfon, 
a  prudent  Minifter  of  any  Church,  a  virtuous  Rab- 
bi, are  ineitimable  Treafures.  But  what  Mifchiefs 
do  they  occafion  when  thefe  People  give  themfeives 
up  to  work  Evil  ? 

"  May'ft  thou,  dear  Ifaac,  enjoy  Content,  Huppi- 
nefs  and  Satisfaction,  as  long  as  thou  enjoyeft  Life. 
Hamburgh. 

P.  Si 
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P,  S,  It  is  proper  that  I  fhould  take  notice  here 
of  a  Thing  which  will  be  thought  ridiculous  by  fuch 
only  as  know  not  the  mighty  Impreffion  which  the 
Actions  of  truly  great  Men  ftamp  on  Hearts  fin- 
cerely  addicted  to  Virtue.  I  have  twenty  times, 
when  paffing  the  Pont-neuf  at  Paris  in  the  Night, 
on  feeing  his  Statue,  felt  fo  affecting  a  Remembrance 
of  the  rare  Qualities  of  Henry  IV,  that  I  could  not 
avoid  going  up  to  the  Iron  Rails,  and  killing  them 
with  infinite  Refpe£f.  I  muft  too  own,  that  once 
or  twice,  I  have  burft  there  into  Tears.  I  know 
there  are  fome  People  who  will  call  this  Folly,  but 
I  muft  tell  them  that  I  defpife  alike  their  Cenfure 
and  their  Approbation.  The  Defcendants  of  thofe 
who  reached  the  Knife  to  that  auguft  Monarch's 
Breaft,  can  have  no  Idea  of  the  Senfe  honeft  People 
have  of  his  Fate.  The  Difference  between  them 
and  me  is  this ;  I  falute,  with  proper  RefpecT:,  the 
Statue  of  a  great  and  good  King,  while  they  fuper- 
ftitioufly,  and  with  a  filly  Veneration,  kifs  the  Re^ 
licks  of  fome  doting  Monk  or  canting  Hypocrite. 


Jacob  Brito,  /uAaron  Monceca. 

I  T  is  fome  time,  my  dear  Monceca,  fince  I  left 
*  off  fpeaking  to  you  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms 
of  the  ancient  Egyptians  :  But  I  am  now  going  to 
communicate  to  you  what  I  have  obferved  moft 
curious  in  their  Tombs.  I  have  examined  many, 
and  in  all  have  met  with  what  abundantly  fatisfied 
my  Curiofity. 

There 
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There  lies  ftretched  on  the  Banks  of  the  Nile,  a 
fandy  Plain,  which  is,  as  it  were,  the  general  Bu- 
rying-place  of  this  Nation.  It  is  full  of  Sepulchres, 
many  of  which  have  heen  opened.  There  are  found 
in  moft  of  them  Mummies  in  Chefts  or  Coffins, 
which  are  ftill  intire.  Near  thefe  Coffins  are  fre- 
quently found  the  Images  of  thofe  Gods,  to  whom, 
while  living,  thePerfon  was  moft  devoted.  Thence 
is  evidently  derived  a  Cuftom  amongft  the  Turks ^ 
of  having  certain  Sentences  out  of  the  Alcoran  in- 
terred with  them,  as  alfo  that  praolifed  by  fome  fu- 
perftitious  Nazarenes,  of  having  the  Images  of  their 
Patrons  buried  with  them  :  Thus  you  fee  this  vain 
and  filly  Notion  is  far  from  being  new.  After  this 
manner  Superftition  is  perpetuated,  and  one  Religion 
adopts  the  Chimaeras  and  Puerilities  of  another. 

The  Method  in  ufe  among  fome  of  theNazarenes, 
of  placing  in  their  Churches  certain  Images,  exvoto, 
in  difcharge  of  their  Vow j,  is  in  like  manner  taken 
from  the  Egyptians  and  the  Greeks,  When  they 
had  either  fufrered  Shipwreck,  or  very  narrowly  e- 
fcaped  fome  great  Danger,  they  earned  it  to  be  re- 
prefented  in  a  Piece  of  a  moderate  Size,  and  when, 
by  fhewing  it,  they  had  excited  the  Charity  and 
Compaffion  of  the  People,  at  laft  they  dedicated  it 
in  the  Temple  of  that  Divinity  to  whom  they 
thought  themfelves  moft  indebted  for  their  Prefer- 
vation. 

What  in  this  refpeel  was  done  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  Years  ago,  is  praclifed  at  this  Day.  The 
Saints,  Male  and  Female,  have  taken  place  of  the 
Gods  and  Goddenes.  St.  George  fupplies  the  room 
of  Mars,  St.  Anthony  that  of  Pan,  St.  Lucia  ftands 
for  Diana,  and  St.  Cecilia  for  Minerva.  There  is 
no  Corporation,  no  Company  of  Tradefmen  with- 
out its  Patron.  The  Shoe-makers  have  St.  Crifpin, 
the  Taylors  St.  Placidus,  the  Rope-dancers  St.  Pan- 
2  taleon. 
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taleon.  Tho'  thefe  laft  were  never  regularly  incor- 
porated, yet  the  Danger  they  ftand  expofed  to,  of 
breaking  Legs  and  Arms,  hath  obliged  them  to  look 
out  a  Patron  for  their  whole  Fraternity. 

When  I  was  at  Venice,  I  was  often  in  the 
Churches  of  the  Nazarenes,  the  Walls  of  which 
were  covered  with  Thighs,  and  Heads,  and  Hands, 
and  Arms,  and  Feet,  6V;  all  made  of  Wax,  and 
confecrated  to  the  Saint  unto  whom  the  Church  was 
dedicated,  in  Acknowledgment  of  Miracles  fuppofed 
to  have  been  wrought  by  him.  This  formed  at  once 
the  moft  pleafant,  and  withal,  the  moft  whimfical 
Sight  in  the  World. 

A  Nazarene,  who  had  not  much  Faith  in  Legs  of 
Wax,  told  me  a  pleafant  Story  when  I  was  in  Ger- 
?nany.  He  informed  me  that  one  Michon  having  had 
the  good  Luck  to  marry  his  Sweetheart,  exerted  him- 
felf  in  an  extraordinary  Way  for  fome  Months  after 
their  Nuptials.  He  had  a  found  Conftitution  ;  the 
Accomplifhment  of  his  Defires  added  to  his  Vigor, 
and  Madam  Michon  thought  herfelf  exceeding  happy 
in  her  Choice.  However,  an  unlucky  Accident 
came  fuddenly  to  damp  the  Felicity  of  this  happy 
Bride.  Mr.  Michon,  who  was  neither  a  Saint  nor 
a  true  Lover,  ufed  to  ftray  now  and  then,  believing 
it  incompatible  with  the  Character  of  a  Smart,  to 
be  confined  like  the  Vulgar.  One  Evening  having 
fupp'd  with  his  Friends,  and  the  Wine  putting  odd 
Notions  into  his  Head,  he  went  to  a  certain  Temple 
of  Venus,  where  he  offered,  according  to  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Place,  and  brought  away  a  flaming  Return. 
Mr.  Michon,  however,  perceived  it  in  time,  and 
being  exceflively  embarafled,  impofed  on  his  Wife 
a  Courfe  of  Abftinence,  equally  unufual  and  unfatif- 
factory.  She  endured  for  fome  time  this  Misfor- 
tune without  fpeaking,  but  at  laft,  lofing  all  Patience, 
fhe  ventured  to  enquire  the  Reafon  of  his  Behaviour 
1  in 
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in  the  following  Terms.  I  cannot  conceive,  [aid 
fhe,  Mr.  Micbon,  whence  your  Indifference  pro- 
ceeds ;  but  I  am  very  fenfible  that  for  fome  time 
paft  we  have  lived  together  pretty  coolly.  This 
Difcourfe  perplexed  the  Hufband  not  a  little,  he 
would  not  on  any  fcore  tell  the  matter  of  fact .;  and 
yet  finding  it  neceffary  to  fay  fomewhat,  he  firft 
fetched  a  deep  Sigh,  and  then  in  a  faint  Voice  pro- 
ceeded thus  :  Alas  !  Madam  Mlchon  !  I  have  met 
with  the  faddeft  Accident !  The  poor  Woman  a- 
larm'd  at  this  Introduction,  preffed  him  to  explain 
himfelf.  Is  it  fo,  cry'd  {he,  that  you  have  frill 
your  Secrets  ;  what  then  is  become  of  that  eter- 
nal Affection  you  fwore  to  bear  me  ?  I  am  going- 
continued  he,  to  inform  you  of  an  Adventure 
which  has  driven  me  almoft  to  defpair.  I  went 
fome  days  ago  with  a  few  Friends  to  a  Country 
Place  not  far  from  Town.  There  walking  about,  I 
attempted  to  jump  over  a  little  Ditch,  and  my 
Foot  flipping,  —  I  can  fcarce  tell  you  the  reft.  I 
made  fuch  an  Effort  to  fave  myfelf,  that  I  quite 
ftrain'd  not  my  Leg  or  my  Ancle,  but  a  Part  of  far 
greater  Confequence.  O  mercy  !  exclaim'd  Ma- 
dam Mi 'ebon ,  what  is  it  you  tell  me  ?  Is  it  poffible  ? 
Yes,  my  dear  Spoufe,  return'd  Mr.  A4icbon,  there 
is  nothing  more  certain.  But  bad  as  it  is,  my  Ma- 
lady is  not  without  Remedy.  An  eminent  Surgeon, 
under  whofe  Care  I  am,  alTures  me,  that  in  fix 
Weeks  I  {hall  be  certainly  cured,  without  retaining 
the  leaft  Inconvenience  from  the  Accident.  O  re- 
join'd  the  Lady,  you  have  quite  revived  my  Spirits, 
I  was  afraid  your  Illnefs  would  have  been  far  more 
ftubborn  and  dangerous.  We  muft,  however,  ne- 
glect nothing  which  may  contribute  to  your  Cure  ; 
I'll  go  and  offer  a  Vow  to  St.  Pantabon.  *Tis  to 
him  we  adurels  in  cafe  of  broken  Bones  or  ftrain'd 
Sinews  ;  I  doubt  not,  but  by  his  Afliftance,  to  fee 
\      L.  IV.  E  you 
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you  fpeedily  recovered.  Madam  Micbon  madehafte 
to  execute  her  Defign.  She  made  the  Figure  of 
the  Part  afflicted  in  Wax,  and  then  away  fhe  hur- 
ried to  the  Church  of  the  Cordeliers,  to  have  it  ex- 
pofed  in  an  honourable  Place.  A  young  Lad  car- 
ried the  Offering  in  a  Balbn  covered  with  Linen. 
The  Monk  who  performed  the  Ceremony  removing 
the  Cloth,  was  furprized  at  the  Sight,  and  turning 
away  his  Eyes,  Carry  away  that,  faid  he  to  the  Boy. 
Father,  reply'd  the  Child,  in  a  foft  Tone,  it  is  the 
Vow  of  Madam  Micbon.  Carry  it  away,  I  fay, 
cry'd  the  Monk  haftily,  and  tell  her,  we  have 
incomparably  better  in  the  Convent.  Thus  Madam 
Micbon' s  Vow  loft  its  Place,  but  her  Hufband  reco- 
vered fpeedily  for  all  that. 

The  Nazarenes  are  the  firft  in  turning  their  own 
Superftitions  into  ridicule :  But  they  continue  Slaves 
to  them  for  all  that.  This,  dear  Monceca,  is  an 
evident  Proof  that  there  is  little  Solidity  in  their 
Judgments.  I  cannot  well  comprehend  how  Folks 
act  commonly  directly  oppofite  to  their  Manner  of 
Thinking.  One  is  furprized  to  fee  the  moft  extra- 
vagant things  done  fometimes  by  Men  who  difcourfe 
very  reafonably.  When  one  hears  thefe  People 
talk,  one  is  apt  to  imagine  that  they  were  intended 
for  the  Inftructors  of  Mankind  ;  yet,  upon  examin- 
ing their  Conduct,  the  Man  of  Senfe  is  loft,  we 
difcover  in  his  ftead,  the  Bigot,  the  Furiofo  and  the 
Debauchee. 

I  now  return,  my  Friend,  to  the  Tombs  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians.  You  know  that  the  Pyramids, 
which  arefo  famous,  are  the  Monuments  of  Kings. 
The  Grandees  of  the  Kingdom  followed  their  Ex- 
amples, and  caufed  thofe  to  be  erected  which  are 
diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  the  leffer  Pyramids, 
and  lie  along  the  Side  of  the  River.  As  for  private 
Perfons,  they  were  interred  in  the  Catacombs  which 

are 
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are  very  numerous  in  the  Tandy  Plain  fituated  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  fouthern  Pyramids.  When 
they  were  interr'd  in  thefe  Tombs,  they  covered 
the  Stone  which  clofed  up  the  Entrance  four  or  five 
Foot  deep  with  Sand,  which  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Bodies,  by  fecuring  them 
from  the  Injuries  of  the  exterior  Air.  Over  and  a- 
bove  this  Precaution,  there  was  no  Egyptian  but 
was  embalmed  after  his  Deceafe,  in  a  manner  more 
or  lefs  coftly,  according  to  the  Abilities  of  his 
Heirs. 

Superflition  was  alfo  the  Caufe  of  all  this  Card 
about  Funerals.  The  Priefts  allured  the  People* 
that  in  a  certain  Period  of  Years,  an  entire  Revo- 
lution would  happen,  and  thofe  whofe  Bodies  could 
be  preferved  to  that  time,  would  have  them  reftored 
and  live  in  them  again.  Everyone,  from  that  Self- 
love  which  is  inherent  to  Man,  being  defirous  of 
finding  at  that  time  his  old  Cafe,  directed  his  Heirs 
to  take  all  imaginable  Care  of  their  Bodies.  What 
aftonifhes  me  is,  that  the  Hump-back'd,  the  Lame, 
the  Blind,  and  every  other  maim'd  kind  of  Folks, 
had  as  ftrong  an  Inclination  as  the  reft,  to  inhabit  a 
fecond  time  fo  incommodious  and  fo  difagreeable  a 
Lodging.  It  is  apparent  from  hence,  that  thefe 
Egyptians  did  likewife  believe,  that  when  the  Body 
was  once  deftroyed,  there  was  no  getting  another. 
However,  'tis  certain,  that  all  this  Pains  was  taken 
for  the  Cabinets  of  the  Curious,  and  the  Apotheca- 
ries Shops  of  the  prefent  Times. 

Amongft  the  Bodies  of  deceafed  great  Men, 
which  had  been  preferved  through  many  Ages,  and 
were  actually  intire  in  the  time  of  Augujius3  Hifto- 
rians  mention  particularly  that  of  Alexander  the 
Great.  They  tell  us  farther,  that  Augujlm  being 
in  Egypt  had  the  Curiofity  of  going  to  fee  the  Tomb 
of  that  famous  Prince,  and  that  he  faw  therein  the 
E  2  Body 
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Body  in  a  Shrine  of  Glafs  fubftituted  in  the  room  of 
one  of  Gold,  which  was  taken  away  by  Seleuchus 
Cyhiofaftes  *.  'Tis  idle,  dear  Moncsca,  for  Sove- 
reigns the  moft  potent  and  the  moil  dreaded,  to 
dream  of  refpecl  being  paid  them  after  Death.  Time 
delivers  Men  from  that  fervile  Attention  which  li- 
ving Princes  exact;  and  the  Tombs  of  the  old  Egyp- 
tian Kings,  that  of  Alexander  and  other  Heroes  of 
Antiquity,  have  been  violated  with  as  little  Cere- 
mony as  thofe  of  private  Men.  They  were  not  fo 
much  as  fpared  in  Times  wherein  their  Memories 
were  recent.  We  adore,  in  a  manner,  living 
Princes,  and  Crouds  of  Flatterers  continually  pur- 
fiie  them  with  Vows  for  their  Profperity  -}  But, 

When  breathlefs,  they  are  Duft  become, 

And  all  the  Glories  of  their  Pride, 
Are  fhrunk  within  the  filent  Tomb, 
Tho'  for  its  Splendor  it  be  ey'd, 
Yet  they  are  low  and  loft  indeed, 
And  hungry  Worms  upon  them  feed. 

There  all  their  fwelling  Titles  lofe, 

Givers  of  Peace  and  Thunderbolts  of  War  j 
And  as  no  more  they  can  their  Bounty  ufe, 
There  free  from  Flatterers  they  are. 
Nature  makes  equal  in  their  Graves, 
Whom  Fortune  made  or  Lords  or  Slaves  f. 

See,  my  dear  Monceca,  what  becomes  of  Monarchs 
the  moft  potent  and  the  moft  redoubtable  !  It  is 
impoflible  to  exprefs  the  fudden,  the  certain  Fall 
of  human  Greatnefs  better  than  Malherbe  has  done. 

*  Suetonius  in  O&av.  cap,  xviii.     Dion.  Caff.  lib.  I . 
p.  4^4.     Strabo,  lib.  xvii.  p.  794. 
f  Aialherbe. 

The 
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The  firft  time  I  read  over  the  Works  of  that  inimi- 
table Poet,  I  was  prodigiouily  ftruck  with  thefe 
Lines.  A  Native  of  France ,  fettled  at  Pera9  made 
me  a  prefent  of  his  Writings  ;  which  I  have  con- 
ftantly  preferved  with  the  greateft  care,  as  fcarce  in- 
feriour  to  thofe  of  Horace. 

Take  care  of  yourfelf,  dear  Morxeca^  live  con- 
tent, happy,  and  without  Care  \  and  let  me  hear 
from  you  fometimes. 

Cairo. 


LETTER     CXXXI. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  On  is, 
Caraite^  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftan- 
tinople. 

T  N  my  laft  I  wrote  you  my  Sentiments  con- 
•*■  cerning  thofe  great  Princes,  who  are  in  fome 
meafure  deify'd  by  Pofterity  ;  and  I  then  ventured 
without  Ceremony  to  give  Henry  IV.  of  France., 
Preference  before  them  all.  I  have  often  reflected 
fince  that  time  on  the  Reafons  which  induced  my 
fo  doing ;  and  the  more  I  confider  them,  the  more 
I  am  perfuaded  that  I  was  in  the  right  in  fo  doing. 
I  have  fo  thorough  a  fenfe  of  the  great  Virtues  of 
that  Monarch,  that  I  make  no  queflion  but  Hea- 
ven defign'd  the  Punimment  of  France  by  the  Civil 
Wars,  and  other  Mifchiefs  fhe  endured,  during  the 
Minority  of  Lewis  XIII.  for  the  little  care  taken  in 
avenging  that  terrible  Parricide.  They  contented 
themfelves  with  punifhing  the  Afiaflin;  and  the 
E  3  Lofs 
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Lofs  of  fo  great  and  good  a  King,  was  fol- 
low'd  only  by  the  Execution  of  a  fingle  Villain. 
On  fuch  an  occafion,  all,  who  by  their  Practices 
or  by  their  Difcourfes  had  promoted  fo  abominable 
a  Fa6r,  mould  have  been  wafted  together  to  their 
Jong  Homes,  through  a  Sea  of  Blood.  All  the  Pro- 
scriptions of  the  Triumvirates  which  made  Rome 
Itfelf  tremble,  Would  have  been  jufliflable  at  fuch  a 
time  ;  and  there  ought  to  have  been  offered  on  the 
Tomb  of  that  generous  Prince  every  Perfon,  on 
whom  a  juft  and  well-grounded  Sufpicion  could  have 
been  fixed. 

It  feemed  as  if  Heaven  referved  the  Punimmenfc 
of  this  Crime  to  itfelf,  in  order  to  render  it  more 
terrible,  and  to  exert  itfelf  on  fuch  occafions  in  an 
extraordinary  manner  :  For  fo  it  is,  that  Providence 
rarely  permits  Aflaffins  to  efcape  even  in  this  Life 
their  deferved  Rewards,  efpecially  when  it  is  a  Prince 
on  whom  their  Cruelties  have  been  exercifed.  The 
Murder  of  Ccefar  is  a  pregant  Inftance  of  the  Truth 
of  what  I  fay.  Hiftory  informs  us,  that  of  fixty 
Perfons  who  confpired  againft  him,  not  one  died  a 
natural  Death.  They  all  perifhed  miferably,  and 
with  all  the  Circumftanccs  of  Horror  that  can  be 
conceived.  Cajjins,  who  was  the  laft,  met  a  Fate 
as  melancholly  as  that  of  the  reft  *.  The  Deity, 
always  careful  and  attentive  to  the  Safety  and  Tran- 
quility of  Men,  feems  to  have  bound  himfelf  to  pu- 
nifh  even  in  this  World  fuch  Wretches  as  dare  at- 
tack the  Perfons  of  Princes. 

Reflect,  my  dear  Ifaac9  on  a  thing  which  is 
not  more  ftrange  than  true.  Almoft  all  the  Na- 
%arenc  Monarchs  who  have  been  aflaffinatcd,  have 
met  with  their  Fate  from  the  Hands  of  Monks,  or 
from   Perfons  influenced  by  them.     It  was  a  Do- 

*  Plutarc.  in  Caefare.  Sueton.  in  Jul.  Caef.  cap.  Ixxx. 
J&utrop.  lib.  vi.   circa  jinem. 

minican 
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minican  who  poifon'd  the  Emperor  Henry  VII ;  and 
in  the  Performance  of  that  execrable  Fact,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  molt  facred  Rite  in  his  Religion. 
Another  Monk  of  the  fame  Order,  plunged  his  Po- 
niard into  the  Bread  of  Henry  III.  of  France,  A  Je- 
fuit  folicited  *,  and  at  length  influenced  a  crack- 
brain'd  Youth  f  to  attempt  the  Murder  of  the  beft 
King  in  the  World  ||.  What  Ills  may  they  not  per- 
petrate, when  aflembled  in  a  Body  ?  And  yet  thofe 
who  ought  mod  to  hate  and  to  deteft  them,  furTer 
them  to  throng  about  their  Pcrfons  through  an  Ex- 
cefs  of  Weaknefs.  We  are  told,  that  Lewis  t]>e 
XHIth,  of  whom  I  was  fpeaking  to  you,  trembled 
when  he  faw  a  Monk,  and  did  not  care  that  they 
mould  remain  long  in  his  Prefence.  I  readily  believe 
this;  but  you  may  rely  upon  it,  that  even  to  this  day 
Monks  are  forbid  to  enter  the  Caftle  of  Verfailles 
without  Permiflion,  or  to  come  any  where  elfe  where 
the  King  is.  I  was  informed  of  this,  when  I  was 
at  Paris ;  and  I  am  pofitive,  as  to  the  Fact.. 

In  fpite  of  all  thefe  Marks  of  Contempt,  which 
are  fhewn  towards  the  Monks  on  certain  Occafions, 
I  think  we  may  juftly  apply  to  them  what  Tacitus 
fays  of  Aftrologcrs,  againfl:  whom  they  continually 
iiTued  Edicts,  in  order  to  drive  them  out  of  Rome* 
and  yet  kept  them  there  notwithftanding  %.  But 
this  is  a  Bufinefs  belongs  to  the  Nazarenes,  and 
not  to  us ;  if  they  have  a  mind  to  be  governed  by 
Monks,  what  have  we  to  do  to  find  fault  ;  let  us 
leave  them  in  their  Infatuation,  and  proceed  to  a 
more  entertaining  Subject. 

*  John  Guignard. 

f  John  Chattl. 

II   Henry  IV. 

X  G^nus  Hominutti  Potertibus  infidum,  fperxnt'hus  fa*- 
lax,  quod in  Civitate  no  lira,  &  <vetabitur  Jem[  ir,  &  /".  - 
tintbitur.     Tacit.  HiA.  lib.  I. 

E  4  I 
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I  am  foon  to  imbarkfor  England,  with  two  Men 
of  very  different  Characters ;  the  one  is  an  extra- 
vagant Admirer  of  the  Italian  Mufick,  a  great  Tra- 
veller for  the  fake  of  improving  himfelf  in  this 
Science,  and  who  has  been  actually  in  Italy  for 
that  purpofe  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time.  He  ne- 
ver fpeaksof  any  thing  but  Concerts,  Symphonies, 
Virtuoil,  Sonatas,  Motets,  Cantatas,  &c.  The 
other  is  a  Mctaphyfician,  everlaftingly  in  the  Clouds, 
and  who  employs  all  his  time  in  reconciling  the 
Syftems  of  Defcartes,  Gajfendi,  Locke,  and  Male-- 
tranche.  He  is  difturbed  in  his  Converfation,  fo  as 
to  appear  diftracled  ;  and  fometimes  one  can  fcarce 
get  four  Words  out  of  him  in  a  whole  Day.  One 
ices  him  frequently  ftamp,  bite  his  Nails,  fcratch 
his  Head  ;  and  when  the  Queftion  is  very  intricate, 
you  would  think  by  his  Diilortions  that  he  labour- 
ed under  fome  very  terrible  Difremper.  It  hap- 
pens now  and  then  that  in  the  midft  of  his  pro- 
found Meditations,  our  Lover  of  Mufick  confults 
him  on  the  Beauty  of  a  new  Air ;  Sir,  fays  he,  do 
me  the  favour  to  give  me  your  opinion  of  this  Song, 
Upon  this  he  falls  a  finging,  and  whilft  he  is  a  qua- 
vering his  Italian,  the  Metaphyfician  fhrugs  up  his 
Shoulders,  turns  up  his  Eyes  towards  Heaven,  and 
from  the  bottom  of  his  Heart  wifhes  Song  and  Song- 
ffer  both  at  the  Devil.  He  endeavours  to  get  away, 
and  to  fhelter  himfelf  in  another  Room  ;  but  the 
Man  of  Song,  to  prevent  this,  feizes  his  Arm,  Ah, 
dear  Sir,  fays  he,  don't  flir,  let  me  fing  that  Verfe 
over  again  ! Well !  Is  it  not  fine  ? With- 
out qucjlion,  that  Vinci  is  a  great  Man  !  I  protejl, 
I  would  rather  have  been  the  Author  of  his  Arta- 
xerxes,  than  be  King  of  Corlica.  Speak  truth  new, 
Sir,  and  acknowledge,  that  Philofophers  make  but  a 
mean  figure  in  the  Word,  zvhen  compared  with  Mufi- 
ciaiis. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  laft  Words  bring  the  Metaphyfician  to  his 
Senfes,  and  how  much  foever  he  was  buried  in 
Thought,  he  could  not  endure  with  Patience  to  hear 
thefe  great  Men  run  down,  of  whom  he  thinks  it 
his  honour  that  he  is  a  Difciple.  You  think  then, 
fays  he,  with  a  difaainful  Smile,  that  a  Mufician 
ought  to  receive  a  deal  of  Rcfpecl  in  the  Worlds  and 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  cf  Knowledge  and  Genius 
requifite  in  order  to  fing  Re,  Mi,  Fa,  Sol.  Go,  go. 
Sir,  you  only  banter.  Hark  you,  I  will  tell  you  of 
zvhai  life  Mufick   is    cf,  in   the  World.     It  ferves 

for nothing ;  or,  at  moft,  it  ferves  only    to 

amufe  a  few  poor  giggling  Girls,  and  effeminate 
Petit  Maitres.  But  Philofophy  inflrucls  Men  how 
to  behave  wifely*  This  gives  them  Purity  of  Manner  s9 
teaches  them  to  bridle  their  Pajpons  ;  there  is  no  Se- 
cret  in  Nature,  which  it  does  not  unfold.  In  a  wordy 
it  employs  our  lilts,  and  fatisfies  our  Defires,  at  one 
and  the  fame  time, 

"  But  tell  me,  Sir,"  reply  d  our  Virtuofoin  Mu- 
fick, "  are  not  you  a  Philofopher,  or  don't  you 
"  at  lcaft  ftudy  Philofophy  ;  are  you  in  confequence 
"  of  it  content  and  quiet  in  your  Mind  ?  You 
"  fhall  hardly  perfuade  me  of  that.  I  fee  you 
"  in  continual  Motion  j  you  do  not  enjoy  fo  much 
"  as  a  Moment's  Eafe.  You  eat  fometimes,  with- 
"  out  knowing  that  you  are  eating;  and  fpeak 
cc  too,  not  feldom  in  the  very  fame  way.  Your 
'c  Head  is  fo  full  of  Chimaera's,  that  you  can  hard- 
"  ly  tell  when  'tis  Day  and  when  'tis  Night. 
"  T'other  day  you  took  into  your  head  to  throw 
tc  yourfelf  into  a  Refervoir  ;  and  if  I,  good-for- 
"  nothing  Man  of  Song,  had  not  catched  hold  of 
<c  your  Coat,  your  Philofophy  had  been  in  great 
4t  hazard  of  being  drown'd.  Do  you  think  to 
"  perfuade  me,  that  a  Science  which  tranfport> 
M  People  fo,  as  not  to  fee  a  great  Collection  of 
E  5  "  Water 
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"  Water  at  the  foot  of  a  Gravel- walk,  commu- 
**  nicates  any  kind  of  Wifdom  ?  For  my  part,  to 
<c  tell  you  the  truth,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
<c  you  Philofophers  are  very  comical  fort  of  People. 
<c  They  are  reading,  forfooth,  what  is  written  in 
"  the  Heavens,  without  knowing  what  panes  under 
**  their  Feet  *.  You  have  a  mighty  Contempt  for 
cc  Mufick,  Sir  ;  but  I  defy  you  to  prove  that  it  is 
"  half  fo  mifchievous,  as  that  fort  of  Fanaticifm, 
<c  which  you  call  Philofophy.  If  it  ravilhes  the 
"  Senfes,  it  is  in  (o  foft,  fo  fweet  a  manner,  that 
**■  we  fall  into  a  kind  of  ecftatic  Repofe. 

"  Do  but  obferve  a  Man  coming  out  of  an  Ope- 
*c  ra  Houfe,  you  fee  him  beating  time  with  his  Feet 
**  as  it  were  for  half  an  hour.  If  he  is  young  and 
*e  light-timber 'd,  he  cuts  a  few  Capers,  and  pre- 
*c  fently  falls  a  finging  a  favourite  Air.  He  comes 
"  up  to  a  Woman  with  a  gallant  Air,  like  that  of 
*c  Ach  when  he  falutes  Galatea  ;  all  is  eafy,  all  is 
<c  pleafant,  like  the  Place  from  whence  he  comes. 
"  On  the  other  hand,  obferve  a  young  Fellow  at 
*c  the  Univerfity,  as  he  is  coming  from  the  publick 
*'  Schools,  his  Eyes  how  wild  !  his  Air  how  fierce  ! 
*<  his  Head  full  of  Logick,  and  a  Syllogifm  between 
*'  his  Teeth.  One  Difputation  juft  nniihed,  he 
<c  meditates  another ;  and  is  confidering  in  his 
*c  Mind  what  new  Arguments  may  be  made  ufe  of 
**  for  demolifhing  his  Adverfary.  He  is  everlafting- 
**  ly  out  of  humour ;  and  all  his  Knowledge,  all 
**  his  Philofophy  ferves  only  to  torment  him.  Tell 
*'  me,  dear  Sir,  which  is  moft  ufeful  to  Society, 
"  that  kind  of  Study  which  vexes  People,  puts  them 
<c  as  it  were  out  of  their  Senfes;  and  under  pre- 
*'  tence  of  rendring  them  wife,  does  in  fact  make 

*  Quod  eft  ante  Pedes  nenio  fpettat ;  Cceli  fcrutantur 
plagas*     Cicero  de  Divinat.  lib.  ii. 

"  them 
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Ci  them  Fools;  or  that  which  amufes  them  agre$- 
cc  ably,  removes  all  Chagrin,  and  leaves  the  Soul 
"in  perfect  Tranquility.  This,  dear  Sir,  is  the 
"  fpecifick  Difference  between  Mufick  and  Philo- 
cc  fophy.  You  may  fay  what  you  pleafe,  but  I 
u  fhall  never  alter  my  Opinion. " 

Mighty  well !  reply'd  the  Metaphyfician,  with 
an  Air  of  Contempt;  1 ivould  advife  you  to  pafs  all 
your  Life  in  Singings  you  will  be  then  upon  the  level 
zvith  the  Nightingales.  As  for  me,  1  apprehend  God 
has  given  me  a  Faculty  of  Thinking,  and  I  am  obliged 
to  make  ufe  of  it.  I  do  not  pretend  to  rejlrain  you 
from  excrcifing  the  Talents,  bejlcwcd  upnn  you  by  Na- 
ture ;  but  I  expecl  that  you  fliould  likewife  allow  me  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  as  have  fallen  to  my  Share. 

u  You  call  that  Thinking,  reply  'd  our  Advocate 
c<  for  Harmony,  which  is  no  better  than  following 
"  wild  and  extravagant  Ideas,  which  are  the  Effects 
"  of  a  difordcr'd  Imagination ;  for  my  part,  I 
"  look  upon  Thinking  in  quite  another  light.  I 
M  apprehend  it  to  be  fuch  an  Ufe  of  Reafon  as  en- 
"  ables  me  to  pafs  eafily  through  Life,  and  admini- 
<c  iters  to  all  thofe  Wants  which  in  the  courfethere- 
"  of  I  am  fure  to  feel.  I  believe  'tis  better  to  leave 
<c  fearching  into  things  beyond  our  Underftanding, 
"  and  to  apply  ourfelves  to  that  fort  of  Knowledge 
<c  which  is  uleful  and  neceflary.  As  for  Example, 
"  contriving  how  to  live  commodioufly  and  happily, 
"  to  eat,  drink,  fleep,  laugh,  ling,  and  pafs  plea- 
*'  fantly  the  Days  which  Heaven  beftows  upon  us, 
■*  inftead  of  beftowing  them  in  ufelefs  Meditations. 
<c  Tell  me,  dear  Sir,  what  fort  of  Illnefs  your  way 
"  of  thinking  will  cure  ?  Can  a  Man,  by  ftudying 
<c  the  Metaphyficks,  eafe  himfelf  of  a  Megrim.  So 
4<  far  from  it,  that  it  will  make  him  ten  times 
*'  worfe ;  and  he  had  better  by  half  have  heard  an 
i*  Overture  of  U^e  Opera,  or  any  other  agreeable 
E  6  "  Piece 
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"  Piece  of  Mufick,  which  might  have  charm'd  his 
"  Mind,  and  render'd  him  infenfible  of  his  Pain. 
"  When  a  Man  is  attacked  by  the  Vapours,  what 
V  good  will  Philofophy  do  him  ?  Turn  him  perhaps 
u  quite  mad,  by  increafmg  his  Melancholy.  But 
"on  the  other  hand,  if  he  hears  a  Violin,  his  ill 
•*  Humour  goes  off,  his  Spirits  begin  to  revive,  and 
<c  he  is  as  chearful  as  ever.  There  cannot  be  a 
"  ftronger  Demonftration  of  the  Power  of  Mufick, 
M  than  what  is  feen  every  Day  in  Italy,  in  the  Cafe 
<c  of  a  Perfon  bit  by  a  Tarantula.  Go,  harangue 
<c  the  fick  Perfon  about  the  Schemes  of  your  Gaf- 
*'  fendi,  Defcartes,  and  all  your  Men  of  Science,  it 
"  will  fignify  juft  nothing  ;  the  Man  will  certainly 
<c  die,  in  fpite  of  all  your  Eloquence.  Let  but  a 
*c  Fiddle  enter,  up  jumps  the  Patient,  le^ps,  (kips, 
<v  capers,  and  derives  from  Mufick  that  Remedy 
"  which  reftores  him  to  his  Health  and  Senfes.  Af- 
M  ter  he  has  footed  it  an  Hour  or  two,  weary  and 
tc  quite  worn  out,  he  falls  faft  afleep  ;  and  when 
*'  he  awakes,  finds  himfelf  perfectly  well.  All  the 
"  Philofophy  in  the  World  can  do  nothing  like 
46  this  :  Can  it  ?  " 

I  don't  know,  Ifaac,  whether  the  Conventions 
of  my  Fellow-Travellers,  will  appear  diverting  to 
you  ;  but  I  allure  you,  they  prove  fo  to  me,  and 
I  pafs  my  Moments  very  agreeably  in  hearing  their 
Altercations. 

May 'ft  thou  enjoy  thy  Health,  live  content  and 
happy,  and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  continue  to 
cover  thee  with  Blefiings. 

Hamburgh, 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXXXII. 

Jacob  Brito  to   Aaron  Monceca. 

hp  H  E  Diflentions,  my  dear  Monceca,  to  which  our 
-*■  Brethren  frand  expofed  in  this  Country,  have 
led  me  to  make  many  Reflections  on  the  reciprocal 
Mifchiefs  the  Nazarcnes  do  each  other  in  confe- 
quence  of'  that  horrid  Maxim,  That  it  is  not  only 
lawful,  but  even  neceflary  to  exterminate  Hereticks. 
The  Confequences  flowing  from  this  cruel  Principle 
are  fatal  alike  to  Men  of  all  Beliefs,  notwithftanding 
thofe  who  maintain  them  do  not  advert  to  its  ne- 
ceflary Confequence,  that  it  expofes  themfelves  to  all 
the  Evils  they  inflict  on  their  Adverfaries.  If  once 
they  reflected  on  the  Inconveniences  which  a  perfe- 
cting Principle  draws  after  it,  they  would  quickly 
change  their  Sentiments. 

People  that  are  Hereticks  in  one  Country,  are 
Orthodox  in  another ';  as  thofe  that  are  Orthodox  in 
one  Place,  are  Hereticks  in  another.  This  Truth 
will  appear  plainly,  if  we  confider  ever  fo  flightly 
the  prevailing  Religions  throughout  Europe.  A  Pro- 
teftant  is  an  Heretick  at  Paris,  but  is  one  of  the  E- 
lec~r.  at  London.  A  Papift  is  an  Idolater  in  England ; 
whereas  in  France,  it  is  held  there  is  no  PaiTage  to 
Heaven,  but  by  the  Popiih  Road.  See  then,  how 
Nations  who  believe  oppofitcly,  agree  in  believing 
this,  that  all  are  Hereticks  who  are  not  of  their  Re- 
ligion ;  that  is,  of  their  eitablifh'd  Religion.  If  we 
fhould  fuppofe  the  Principles  of  the  Inquifition  fpreai 
throughout  all  Nations,  what  Horrors !  what  Blood- 
1  fhed 
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fhed  would  they  bring  upon  the  World  !  In  Portu- 
gal, in.  Spain,  in  France,  in  Italy,  in  Aujlt  ia,  Bo- 
hemia and  Poland,  they  would  cut  the  Throats,  burn, 
break  on  the  Wheel,  or  mafTacre  without  Diftin- 
cl:ion,  Lutherans,  Calvinifts,  Church-of-England 
Men,  &V.  In  Holland,  Great-Britain,  Denmark 
and  Prujjia,  they  would  hang  and  draw  Papifts,  if 
fome  Divines  had  their  Way,  and  the  Magiftrate 
had  no  more  Humanity  than  the  Clergy.  In  Muf- 
covy  they  would  tyrannize  over  and  condemn  to 
Death  both  Catholicks  and  Proteftants,  as  equally 
Hereticks,  in  difbelieving  the  Ruffian  Faith.  In 
Turkey  again,  the  fame  Muscovites  would  fall  a  Sa- 
crifice to  the  Glory  of  Mohammed;  and  in  Perfia, 
to  the  Honour  of  All, 

Obferve,  dear  Monceca,  the  Horrors,  Crimes  and 
Impieties,  which  follow  inconteftably  from  this  Max- 
im, That  we  ought  to  perfecute  Hereticks,  and  ob- 
lige them  to  change  their  Sentiments  by  Punilhments 
and  Tortures.  If  fuch  as  pretend  to  be  animated  by 
a  true  Zeal  for  the  Glory  of  God,  were  really  in- 
fluenced by  any  fuch  Spirit,  they  would  be  far  from 
endeavouring  thus  to  convince  the  Mind,  or  from 
thinking  it  a  right  way  to  remove  Prejudice  from 
the  Heart,  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  Violences  as  are 
contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nature  and  the  Idea  which 
Reafon  gives  Men  of  the  Deity.  They  would  per- 
ceive, that  in  perfecuting  their  Adverfaries  they  ex- 
pofe  their  Brethren  to  the  fame  Mifchiefs  wherever 
they  were  fcattered  in  other  Places.  Eut  inafmuch 
as  they  are  guided  by  their  Paffion,  or  rather  by 
their  Fury,  provided  they  do  but  accomplifn  their 
Defigns  in  the  Places  where  they  are  Mailers,  they 
never  think  of  what  may  happen  any  where  elfe, 
in  ccnfequence  of  what  they  do  at  home. 

The  Roman-Catholicks,  or  rather  the  Court  of 
Rome,    the  Ecclefiafocs  and  the  Monks  employed 

all 
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all  forts  of  Methods,  in  order  to  drive  the  Prote- 
ftants  out  of  France.  After  a  good  deal  of  Murder 
and  Bloodfhed,  the  brought  their  Project  to  bear. 
But  what  followed  ;  why,  the  Popifh  Religion  itfelf 
received  very  fhortly  the  greateft  Check  it  ever  fuf- 
tained.  England  totally  barred  Popery  from  return- 
ing thither ;  it  coft  an  unhappy  King  three  King- 
doms ;  or  rather  it  coft  a  weak  Prince  fuch  a  Sacri- 
fice for  confiding  in  Priefts  ;  and  the  Proteftants 
they  had  banifhed  ferved  for  a  Pretence  to  exile  an 
infinite  number  of  Papifts,  and  feizing  their  Effects. 

While  at  Paris,  they  deftroyed  without  Mercy 
whatever  wore  the  Appearance  of  Proteftantifm  ; 
the  Prince  of  Orange  wifely  made  ufe  of  the  Handle 
their  Madnefs  furnifhed.     To   fay  the  Truth,  his 
/affairs  would  have  fuffered  if  thofe  of  the  Reformed 
Religion   had   been  more  mildly  treated.     To  the 
Perfections  railed  by  the  French  Clergy,  and  to  the 
Clergy  in  another  Country,  that  Prince  flood   in- 
debted   for   the   Crown  of  Great-Britain.     If   the 
Jijuits,  from  their  Itch  to  governing,  had  not  put 
King  James  on  fo  many  Extravagancies,   William 
the  Hid  would  have  found  no  occafion  of  going  over 
to  England,    in  order  to  maintain   the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  an  opprefled  Nation.     All  Hiftorians 
agree,  that  King  James  pufh'd  his  Attachment  and 
Submimon  to  the  Jefuits  much  too  far.    Madam  de 
la  Fayette,  tho'  a  zealous  Catholick,  acknowledges 
neverthelefs  in  her  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  France 
during  the  Years  1688  and  1689,  that  when  they 
came'in  that  Country  thoroughly  to  know  the  Cha- 
racter of  this  Prince,  they  retained  for  him  only  a 
fort  of  Pity  bordering  on  Contempt.     The  Arch- 
bi'.hop  of  Rhci??is,  Maurice  le  Tellier,  as  we  are  in- 
form'd  by  that  Lady,   could  not  help  faying,  in  a 
fneering  way,  Look  upon  that  good  Man,  he  quitted 
three  Kingdoms  for  one  Mafs.    It  was  alfo  thought  a 
6        J  Mark 
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Mark  of  his  bad  Tafte,  that  he  was  continually  be- 
fet  with  JefuitSj  and  that  he  affected  to  fay  that  he 
was  of  their  Order  *.  The  Continuators  of  Rapirfs 
Hiftory  of  England,  tho'  they  are  declared  Enemies 
to  the  Proteftant  Religion,  have  made  no  difficulty 
of  inferring  this  fmgular  Story,  and  of  adding  to  it 
the  following  Reflection  :  They,  that  is,  the  People 
of  France,  went  fo  far,  as  to  impute  fecrctly  his  Mif- 
fortimes  to  him,  as  if  they  were  Crimes,  on  account 
of  his  having  engaged  France  in  a  tedious  and  ruinous 
War,  of  which  they  for ef aw  the  Effecls  f . 

It  was  not,  however,  King  fames,  dear  Monceca, 
to  whom  the  French  ought  to  have  attributed  the 
Troubles  and  Difficulties  that  were  brought  upon 
them  by  the  maintaining  his  Caufe.  It  was  to  them 
who  gave  him  thofe  pernicious  Counfels,  and  plun- 
ged him  into  that  Abyfs  from  whence  he  never  got 
out ',  it  was  to  them  that  they  mould  have  attri- 
buted thofe  Evils,  and  on  them  they  mould  have 
devolved  their  Spleen.  The  Misfortunes  of  that 
Prince  were  the  Effects  of  the  Ambition  of  the 
Jefuits,  and  of  their  pernicious  Maxim,  That  all 
Means  are  to  be  employed  for  deftroying  Hereticks. 
The  Englijh  had  before  their  Eyes  the  Example  of 
the  French  Proteftants ;  and  they  were  afraid  with 
good  Reafon,  that  they  mould  one  Day  find  it  their 
own  Cafe.  "  If  the  King,  faid  they,  begins  to 
*'  diminrfh  our  Privileges,  and  to  extend  thofe  of 
4C  our  Adverfaries,  we  fhall  by  little  and  little  be 
"  reduced  into  a  Situation  which  will  incapacitate 
fC  us  from  refifting  the  Defigns  of  the  Court  of 
*4  Rome.  At  prefent  they  make  ufe  of  Fraud,  by 
"  and  by  they  may  make  ufe  of  open  Force.  The 
44  French  Proteftants  fet  Henry  the  IVth  upon  the 

*  P.  120,  124,  155;. 

•\  Continuation  de  Rapin  Thoyras,  torn.  xi.  p.  4f . 

"  Throne ; 
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<c  Throne  ;  fo  long  as  he  lived,  they  were  not  op- 
<c  prefTed,  but  a  little  after  his  Death  they  began 
"  to  trick  them,  and  then  to  perfecute  them  ;  at 
c«  laft  they  banifhed  them,  and  taught  them  to  ex-. 
"  perience  the  Effects  of  that  abominable  Maxim, 
"  that  to  make  ufe  of  all  Methods  to  extirpate 
"  Hereticks,  is  allowed  by  divine  and  human 
"  Laws.  Let  us  then  prevent  the  Storm  which 
"  threatens  us;  let  us  ftrangle  the  Serpent  we  have 
"  nourifhed  in  our  Bofom,  and  give  a  mortal 
"  Wound  to  Popery,  by  dethroning  a  King  who 
"  protects  it,  and  would  eftablifli  it  on  the  Ruins 
"  of  our  Liberty,  and  our  Religion.  If  there  is 
"  any  thing  bafe  in  this  Action,  our  Enemies  have 
"  no  Right  to  reproach  us;  if  we  rebel,  we  rebel 
"  againft  a  Popifh  Prince,  and  they  let  us  the  Ex- 
"  ample  in  refufing  to  acknowledge  a  Proteftant 
"  one.  Did  they  not  publifh  a  Million  of  Writings, 
"  to  prove  that  a  People  were  not  bound  to  fubmit 
"  to  a  Heretick  Prince,  their  Preachers  employed 
"  all  their  Talents  for  publifhing  this  Doctrine  in 
"  the  midft  of  Paris.  At  prefent  we  find  it  necef- 
"  fary  to  adopt  their  Maxim  ;  we  do  no  more  than 
"  dethrone  a  King  attainted  and  convicted  of  Pope- 
"  ry,  which,  with  Reafon,  we  look  upon  as  of  all 
"  others  the  moft  dangerous  Herefy." 

Obferve,  my  dear  Monceca,  in  the  Remarks  made 
by  the  Englijh^  what  fatal  Effects  the  Doctrine  of 
Reprifals  in  religious  Wars  will  inevitably  have. 
Confider,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Mifchief  which  the 
ungoverned  Rage  of  different  Sects  hath  brought 
upon  whole  Nations.  For  after  all,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Rifques  the  Protectants  in  England  might 
run,  I  can  by  no  means  approve  of  their  Conduct. 
I  am  throughly  perfuaded,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for 
Subjects,  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  to  take  up 

and  I  have  often,  with 
great 
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great  Pleafure,  heard  you  maintain  the  fame  Thing 
with  much  Vivacity.  However,  when  once  we 
admit,  that  Men  are  at  liberty  to  break  their  Faith 
to  Hereticks,  and  to  compel  them  by  Force  to  alter 
their  Opinions,  we  open  a  wide  Gap  to  all  forts  of 
Diforders  ;  we  {hake  the  Thrones  of  Kings,  and 
breathe  into  the  People  among  whom  we  inhabit, 
a  Spirit  of  Treaion  and  Rebellion. 

If  it  were  once  thoroughly  eftablifhed  through- 
out Europe,  That  Religion  has  nothing  to  do  with 
Government,  how  happy  would  the  People  be,  and 
how  much  more  at  Eafe  their  Kings,  than  now 
they  are  ?  What  is  it  to  them,  if  fome  of  their 
Subjects  fing  in  French,  in  Englijh,  in  Dutch,  or  in 
German,  while  others  believe  the  Pfalms  are  pro- 
faned in  any  other  Language  but  Latin  ?  If  for  this 
Purpofe  they  affemble  on  Saturday  or  on  Sunday , 
pay  their  Taxes,  and  difcharge  all  the  Duties  they 
owe  to  Society  ?  But,  fay  the  Politicians,  when 
there  are  many  Religions  in  a  Country,  it  is  im- 
poflible  but  they  fhould  produce  Civil  Wars.  This 
I  admit,  if  any  one  of  thefe  Religions  maintains  that 
pernicious  Maxim,  That  it  is  lawful  to  employ  all 
Methods  for  fubverting  and  deftroying  others  -,  and 
that  fometimes  all  the  other  Seels  will  unite  toge- 
ther, in  order  to  demolifh  that  which  would  other- 
wife  tyrannize.  But  in  a  well-governed  State, 
where  the  People  in  general  are  perfuaded  that  every 
Man  ought  to  be  allowed  to  think  freely,  and  to 
ferve  God  as  he  fees  proper,  all  the  World  will  en- 
joy Peace  and  Quiet,  tho*  there  fhould  be  fifty  dif- 
ferent Religions  in  the  Dominion  of  that  State.  In 
order  to  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this  Propor- 
tion, we  need  only  enquire  into  the  prefent  Situation 
of  England  and  Holland.  How  many  different  Seels 
are  there  in  thole  Countries  ?  Yet  they  give  each 
other  no  manner  of  Trouble-*  Jews,  Anti-Trini- 
tarians, 


Let.  132.     The  Jewish  Spy.  91 

tarians,  Quakers,  Anabaptifts,  Lutherans,  Prefby- 
terians,  Independents,  Muggletonians,  difpute  fome- 
times  with  each  other,  but  they  never  think  of  cut- 
ting Throats ;  and  if  fometimes  there  happens  any 
Troubles  on  account  of  religious  Controverfies  in 
England,  all  the  different  SeSs  treat  it  as  a  Popifli 
Spirit,  and  immediately  enter  into  a  League  offen- 
five  and  defenfive,  in  order  to  cover  themfelves 
from  its  Effects.  In  a  word,  they  feem  to  be  all 
equally  afraid  of  this  pernicious  Principle,  That  it  is 
a  juft  and  reafonable  Thing  to  perfecute  Hereticks 
for  their  own  Good.  To  this  Point  a  certain  Au- 
thor teftifies,  who  both  had  an  Opportunity  of 
knowing,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Terror 
all  Religions  in  England  have  of  Popery.  "  If  one, 
"  fays  he,  fhould  afk  me  to  what  Degree  different 
*c  Seels  are  to  be  tolerated  ?  I  anfwer,  that  they 
<c  ought  all  to  ftand  on  equal  Terms  ;  that  they 
"  fhould  at  all  Times  and  in  all  Places,  be  at  liberty 
«  to  juftify  their  Faith,  by  Difputing,  by  Preaching 
"  in  their  Affemblies,  and  by  Publishing  Books. 
"  But  Popery  ought  to  be  entirely  deprived  even 
"  of  the  Benefit  of  Toleration,  not  as  a  Religion, 
"  but  as  a  tyrannical  Faction,  ready  to  opprefs 
"  others,  and  fo  far  from  being  content  with  an 
"  Equality,  that  it  is  always  Arriving  for  Domini- 
"  on,  and  not  only  fo,  but  fecks  alfo  the  utter  De- 
"  ftru£tion  of  fuch  as  oppofe  it  *." 

To  this  PafTage  from  the  Virgil  of  England,  per- 
mit me  to  add  another  from  an  illuftrious  Defender 
of  Toleration,  too  much  addicted  to  Philofophy  to 
fall  into  any  Prejudices  on  the  fcore  of  Religion. 
"  Never  fear,  fays  he,  that  the  MifTionaries  mould 
"  quarrel  amongfl  themfelves,  when  the  great  Bu- 
"  (inefs  of  Dragooning  is  on  foot.     The  TbomiJis9 

*  Mi/tons  Mifcellaneous  Works, 

"and 
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<c  and  the  Scotifts,  the  Mclimjh  and  the  *JanfemJls, 
"  forget  their  Differences,  banifh  their  Difputes, 
**  and  labour  one  and  all  in  the  Execution  of  that 
"  Catholick  Precept,  Compel  them  to  come  in*.*9 

One  Thing,  Monceca,  furprizes  me,  the  Popifh 
Nazarenes  are  by  no  means  ignorant  of  the  Mif- 
chiefs  induced  by  their  violent  Conduct  on  their 
Brethren  in  other  Places.  They  know  very  well 
what  Reproaches  thofe  Brethren  of  theirs  fuffer  on 
account  of  thefe  Perfecutions,  and  of  their  Luft  of 
Power  ;  and  yet,  inftead  of  behaving  more  mildly, 
they  act  with  greater  Rancour  than  ever,  as  if  they 
intended  to  perpetuate  Perfecutions,  inftead  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  their 
Antagonifts,  poffefTed  with  the  fame  unaccountable 
Spight,  torment  innocent  Perfons,  who  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  Cruelties  committed  by  their 
Brethren.  'What  Connection  is  there  between  an 
Englijh  Papift  and  an  Italian  Jefuit  ?  Or  why  fhould 
one  be  punifhed  for  the  Faults  of  the  other.  It  is 
as  abfolutely  Popim  to  perfecute  an  honeft  Roman- 
Catholick  in  Ireland,  as  it  is  to  banifh  a  Proteftant 
of  France.  Ought  there  to  be  Reprizals  in  Matters 
of  Religion  ?  What  Matter  of  Triumph  !  What 
Subject  for  Reflection,  Monceca  !  doth  the  unequi- 
table Conduct  of  the  Nazarene  Sects  afford  to  an 
honeft  yew  ? 

Fare  thee  well,  Monceca,  live  content  and  happy. 

Lljbon. 

*  Bayle,  Dittionaire  Hiftorique  &  Critique,  torn.  iii. 
P-339- 
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LETTER    CXXXIII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite^  formerly  a  Rabbi  ^  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 


T  T  is  not,  dear  Ifaac9  above  four  or  five  Days 
-*•  fince  I  came  to  London.  It  is  therefore  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  give  you  any  juft  Idea  of  the  Cha- 
racter of  the  Englijh.  It  is  true,  I  have  taken  no- 
tice of  many  Things  which  ftrike  me,  and  which 
are  certainly  worthy  the  Attention  of  a  Traveller  ; 
but  as  yet  I  have  not  had  Leifure  to  look  into  them 
diffidently.  There  is  one  Thing  which  renders  it 
very  difficult  to  characlerife  the  Englijh.  It  is  this  : 
They  have  a  great  many  Virtues,  which  feem  di- 
rectly oppofite  to  Vices  with  which  they  are  how- 
ever tainted.  The  Contrarieties  which  one  is  fure 
to  difcern  in  examining  the  Manners  and  the  Mode 
of  Thinking  amongft  thefe  People,  appear  fo  extra- 
ordinary, that  it  requires  a  very  ferious  Examina- 
tion before  one  can  pretend  to  affign  their  good  or 
ill  Qualities. 

In  order  to  give  a  true  and  juft  Notion  of  this 
Nation,  it  is  abfoluteiy  neceflary  to  diveft  one's  felf 
of  all  Prejudices,  to  forget  that  one  is  a  Frenchman^ 
a  German,  or  Italian,  and  to  form  ail  our  Sentiments 
of  Men  by  Rules  furniihed  by  the  Light  of  Pveafon. 
My  Opinion  is,  that  a  Judge  thus  qualified,  will 
find  in  the  Englijh  many  great  and  mining  Qualities', 
tho'  fhaded  by  not  a  few  Follies  and  Vices.     But 

as 
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as  there  is  no  Nation  pofTefTcd  of  Worth  unabated 
by  fome  difadvantageous  Qualities,  fo  if  the  Virtues 
of  the  EngUJh  are  found  to  be  far  more  confiderable 
than  their  Faults,  we  cannot,  with  any  (hew  of  Ju* 
ftice,  decry  them  as  a  People,  or  expect  that  while 
they  are  Men,  they  mould  not  participate  of  the 
Frailties  to  which  human  Nature  is  liable. 

I  fee,  fince  I  have  been  here,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Country  in  general  are  large,  well  made, 
agile,  robuft  People.  I  perceive  likewife,  that  their 
exterior  Form  is  in  fome  meafure  a  Picture  of  their 
inward  Frame  of  Mind.  Many  intelligent  People 
have  allured  me,  that  the  Vigour  and  Activity  of 
an  EngUJh  Genius,  is  not  inferior  to  the  Strength 
and  Nimblenefs  of  an  Englijhman\  Body.  Of  this 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  you  Proofc  in  my  fubfe- 
quent  Letters,  and  promife  you  to  communicate 
whatever  Difcoveries  I  make  here,  with  a  Sincerity 
becoming  a  Philofopher,  to  whom  Mankind  feems 
to  be  but  one  great  Nation. 

On  my  Arrival  in  London,  I  could  not  but  take 
notice  of  that  Plenty,  Magnificence  and  Contempt 
of  little  Things,  for  which  the  EngUJh,  as  a  People, 
are  diftinguifhed  when  fpoken  of  in  other  Nations. 
I  likewife  obferved  that  Fiercenefs  which  Strangers 
are  fo  apt  to  call  Infolence  ;  and  from  the  beft  En- 
quiry I  have  been  able  to  make  into  it,  I  can  by  no 
means  think  it  merits  fo  harm  an  Appellation. 

If  one  were  to  judge  of  the  EngUJh  by  what  is 
faid  of  them  by  other  Nations,  and  regulate  one's 
Opinion  by  theirs,  one  muft  fall  into  very  grofs  Er- 
rors. Molt  of  the  Relations  written  by  Travellers, 
;ire  ftrongly  feafoned  with  that  Prejudice  againft 
England^  which  however  ill  founded,  is  fpread  but 
too  generally  throughout  Europe.  It  is  true  indeed, 
that  the  EngUJh  have  given  fome  Caufe  for  this,  by 
their  common  manner  of  preferring  themielves  to 

all 
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all  the  reft  of  Mankind  ;  an  Indecency  ever  attend- 
ed with  ill  Confequences. 

This  Fault,  however,  is  not  peculiar  to  them; 
it  is  common,  in  fome  degree  or  other,  to  all  Na- 
tions. To  fpeak  freely,  the  Englifi  puih  it  too  far, 
and  with  too  little  Referve.  As  they  are  rich  and 
powerful,  they  think,  and  fure  it  is  a  great  Fault, 
that  they  are  not  bound  to  keep  Meafures  with  other 
People.  But  notwithstanding  this,  all  the  Tales 
which  are  daily  told  of  their  Brutality  and  want  of 
Manners,  deferve  rather  Pity  than  Correction ;  and 
one  fhould  rather  defpife  than  attempt  to  confute 
them.  I  muft  allow  that  the  Englijh  are  not  very 
defirous  of  being  acquainted  with  Strangers;  and 
when  they  are  acquainted  with  them,  give  them 
every  now  and  then  to  underftand  that  they  are  their 
Betters  in  every  refpecl: ;  and  I  do  admit  that  this 
Humour  is  ridiculous.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  excufe 
fuch  an  unhappy  Oddity  of  Temper,  (o  contrary 
to  the  Rules  of  Good  Manners,  and  even  to  thofe 
of  Reafon.  But  ftill  there  is  a  good  deal  of  Dif- 
ference between  Infolence  and  a  good  Opinion  of 
one's  fclf.  Where  is  there  a  Creature  more  opini- 
onated and  felf-conceited  than  a  Fren ch  Petit- Maitre ; 
and  yet  who  is  more  civil,  more  complaifant,  or 
more  polite  than  he  ?  To  fay  the  Truth,  the  EngUfhy 
to  their  good  Opinion  of  themfelves,  add  the  Vanity 
alfo  of  giving  others  to  underftand  as  much,  and  it 
is  this  that  renders  their  Condu6t  fo  difguftful. 

A  Stranger  in  this  Country  cannot  walk  the 
Streets  without  hearing  the  People  enter  into  a  De- 
fcription  of  him,  and  blaming  whatever  he  has 
about  his  Perfon  differing  from  themfelves.  This 
puts  a  Traveller  unavoidably  out  of  Humour,  he 
cannot  with  Patience  hear  his  Countrymen  injured 
through  his  Sides,  and  himfelf  tacitely  cenfured  as 
2  well 


96  7he  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  133. 

well  as  the  reft.  When  therefore  he  comes  home, 
he  remembers  nothing  of  the  good  Qualities  of  the 
Englijh^  their  Faults  only  remain  fre(h  in  his  Me- 
mory, and  he  paints  them  in  fuch  Colours  as  Spleen 
and  Vengeance  furnifh  him  with. 

I  have  done  my  utmoft,  Ifaac^  to  difcover  the 
true  Sources  of  the  Pride  and  Haughtinefs  of  the 
EngliJJ),  their  Contempt  of  other  Nations,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  French  \  and  I  imagine,  that  with- 
out much  Difficulty,  I  am  come  at  the  true  Caufe. 
The  Refugees,  by  their  own  Conduct,  have  in- 
spired thefe  People  with  a  contemptible  Idea  of  their 
former  Condition,  and  by  Reflection,  with  high 
Notions  of  their  own.  They  who  are  opulent 
themfelves,  and  live  in  the  midft  of  Riches  and  A- 
bundance,  regard  with  an  Eye  of  Pity,  Men  ftrug- 
gling  with  Want ;  and  yet  fuch  as  in  this  Country 
are  not  blefied  with  the  Goods  of  Fortune,  do  not 
try  all  Methods,  and  endeavour  at  any  Rate  to 
better  their  Condition.  On  the  contrary,  fatisfled 
with  a  little,  while  they  enjoy  it  with  Liberty,  they 
live  quietly  and  chearfully.  We  fee  few  Englijh- 
?nen  going  to  feek  their  Fortunes ;  they  blufh  at  the 
Thoughts  of  getting  Money  in  the  way  of  fome 
other  Adventurers.  Their  Commerce  is  their  fole 
Refource  ;  a  Way  equally  reputable  to  themfelves, 
and  ufeful  to  their  Country.  It  is  not  therefore  at 
all  ftrange,  that  Men  who  think  in  this  refpecl:  fo 
philofophically,  mould  defpife  People  whom  they  fee 
running  all  the  World  over  in  queft  of  Money,  en- 
deavouring to  acquire  it  by  all  forts  of  Means,  even 
by  fuch  as  with  them  pafs  for  fhameful  and  fcan- 
dalous  Methods. 

One  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  fuch  of  the 
EngUfl)  as  are  well  to  pafs,  are  fierce  and  haughty 
in  ri^rht  of  their  Fortunes,  and  that  fuch  as  are  in  a 

meaner 
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meaner  Condition,  are  vain  and  proud,  becaufe  they 
know  how  to  be  fatisfled  with  their  Condition. 

The  great  number  of  Knights  of  the  Induftiy 
which  fwarm  in  the  City  of  London,  contributes  not 
a  little  to  the  giving  the  Englijh  an  ill  Opinion  of  the 
Foreigners  in  general,  and  of  the  French  in  particu- 
lar. Such  as  have  never  travelled,  form  their  Ideas 
of  Strangers,  according  to  the  Conduct  of  thole 
whom  they  have  feen  judging  rafhly  of  the  whole 
Piece  by  the  worft  Part  of  its  Selvidge. 

This,  without  doubt,  is  the  Caufe  of  the  Con- 
tempt thefe  People  have  for  the  Inhabitants  of  every 
other  Country  but  their  own.  To  this  Contempt 
they  join  an  undifguifed  Hatred  with  refpect  to  the 
French.  On  this  head  the  Men  of  Quality  and  the 
Vulgar  have  but  one  way  of  thinking  ;  indeed  it 
feems  to  be  the  Topick  on  which,  of  all  others,  they 
are  bell  agreed.  There  are  feveral  Reafons  which 
may  be  offered  foi  this  extraordinary  Prejudice  ;  the 
Wars  fubfifting  as  it  were  continually  between  the 
two  Nations,  their  particular  Interefts  which  almofl 
conftantly  thwart  each  other  ;  and  to  fum  up  all, 
Religion,  which  carries  all  Things  to  Extremities 
whenever  it  interferes  with  national  Difputes. 

If  the  Differences  which  have  fo  long  reigned  be- 
tween France  and  England  were  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  thofe  between  the  Germans  and  the  French,  the 
Conclufion  of  the  War  would  alio  put  an  end  to 
the  Animofity  between  the  Nations.  When  People 
fight  for  the  Glory  and  Interefts  of  their  Sovereigns, 
as  foon  as  they  have  received  Satisfaction,  the  thing 
is  at  an  end ;  no  body  thinks  of  what  is  pait,  tho* 
it  frequently  happens  that  whole  Provinces  have 
changed  their  Matters ;  the  Inhabitants  are  neither 
the  better  nor  the  worfe  for  it ;  they  lofe  not  either 
their  Eftates  or  their  Privileges,  but  enjoy,  under 
their  new  Sovereigns,  all  that  they  poffeiTed  under 
Vol.  IV.  F  the* 
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their  old.  But  when  there  is  a  War  between  France 
and  England,  it  is  far  from  being  the  fole  Concern 
of  Sovereigns.  Every  private  Man  has  his  Share  ; 
and  as  many  Merchants  as  there  are  in  each  refpec- 
tive  Country,  fo  many  Enemies  there  are.  A  French 
Ship  taken  by  die  Englijh  is  a  complicated  A£t, 
whereby  all  the  Owners  of  that  Ship  and  Cargo  are 
injured  in  their  tendered  Concern.  Every  Burgefs 
of  St.  Alalo's,  every  Trader  of  Dunkirk,  becomes 
the  fworn  Enemy  of  the  Merchants  of  London ;  and 
on  the  other  !hand,  every  Captain  of  a  French  Pri- 
vateer is  a  petty  Sovereign,  and  fights  in  his  own 
Quarrel  againft  the  Englijh  Nation. 

The  Wars  between  the  Empire  and  France  are 
between  Crown'd  Heads  ;  the  Wars  between  the 
French  and  the  Englijh  are  between  particular  People, 
and  the  ancient  Hatred  on  each  Side  is  ftrengthned 
by  every  new  Difference ;  this  is  much  the  ftronger 
on  account  of  Difference  in  Religion,  which  of  all 
other  Caufes  moft  keeps  up  national  Antipathies. 

All  Men  abhor  fuch  as  would  put  any  Reftraint 
upon  their  Confciences ;  but  even  this  Abhorrence 
grows  ftronger,  when  fuch  as  are  neither  our  Ma- 
iters,  our  Friends,  or  our  Countrymen,  pretend  to 
meddle  with  our  Religion.  The  Retreat  of  the  late 
King  James  II.  into  France;  the  Succours  given  him 
there  ;  the  many  Attempts  made  in  his  Favour,  have 
provoked  the  Englijh  more  than  a  War  of  twenty 
Years  Duration. 

Another  thing,  which  has  fwell'd  the  Pride  and 
Vanity  of  that  Nation,  is  the  peedy  and  miferable, 
and  of  confequence,  the  mean  and  fubmiffive  State 
of  a  multitude  of  French  People,  who  have  fled  thi- 
ther from  time  to  time  on  account  of  their  Religion. 
I  do  admit,  that  Folks  who  have  loft  their  Eftates, 
who  are  banifti'd  their  Country,  and  have  no  means 
of  efcaping  Want  but  from  the  Bounty  of  the  Eng- 
2  HJh, 
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lijh,  are  excufable  in  paying  them  greater  Complat- 
fance  than  it  would  be  right  in  other  Circumftanccs 
to  do.  But  ftill  there  are  fome  Bounds  to  be  kept  even 
in  this  Cafe,  and  they  ought  not  to  ftoop  to  thofe 
outrageous  Flatteries  which  of  all  things  depreciate 
them  moft  in  the  Opinions  of  thofe  whom  they 
flatter. 

The  Englifo,  who  followed  the  Fortunes  of  King 
jfames,  ought  to  have  been  Patterns  to  the  French  Re- 
fugees. They  were  banifh'd,  as  well  as  they,  they 
had  exactly  the  fame  Grounds  for  Complaint;  and  yet 
diftinguifhing  their  Country  from  thofe  particular  Per- 
fons  who  were  at  the  Helm,  and  were  the  immediate 
Inftruments  and  Favourites  of  King  William^  they 
were  as  true  Britons  at  St.  Germaim  as  at  London. 

How  is  it  poiTible  that  People  who  (incerely  love 
their  Country,  who  have  a  Paffion  deeply  engraven 
for  it  in  their  He:irts,  who  are  capable  of  maintain- 
ing this  Spirit,  and  this  true  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  in  a 
ftrange  Country,  and  under  a  Load  of  Misfortunes  ? 
How  is  it  poiTible,  I  fay,  that  fo  gallant  a  People 
mould  do  otherwife  than  defpife  an  abjee~l  Race  of 
Men,  continually  decrying  the  Land  of  their  Na- 
tivity, blaming  what  before  they  applauded,  and 
blindly  approving  what  they  heretofore  condemned. 
It  is  certain,  my  Friend,  that  this  Conduct  in  the 
French  hath  in  part  drawn  the  Contempt  of  the 
EngUJh  upon  them.  They  would  have  found  the 
fame  Relief  if  they  had  kept  up  their  Spirits  under 
their  Misfortunes  ;  and  if  they  had  fhewn  a  Refolu- 
tion  not  to  facrifice  that  Love  they  ought  to  have 
had  for  their  Country,  for  the  fake  of  a  precarious 
Subfiftence,  I  am  confident  the  Englifo  would  have 
efteemed  them  much  more  than  they  do. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac,  and  let  me  often  hear  frt  m 
thee. 

London, 

F2  LETTER 


ioo  The  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  134 


LETTER     CXXXIV. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is, 
Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

I  Begin,  dear  Ifaac,  to  know  the  Englijh  Nation 
-*■  well  enough  now  to  enter  on  a  diftinci:  Account 
of  them.  At  prefent  I  fhall  not  offer  any  thing  to 
your  View  relating  to  their  Nobility,  which  when 
I  do,  I  muft  diftinguifh  into  various  Claries,  but 
content  myfelf  with  endeavouring  to  give  you  a  clear 
Notion  of  the  reft  of  the  Nation. 

The  Englijh  are  not  fuch  Fools  to  think  Trade  a 
Scandal :  Amongft  them  a  Man  of  Bufinefs  makes  a 
very  confiderable  Figure,  and  with  Reafon ;  for  while 
he  endeavours  to  enrich  himfelf,  he  at  the  fame  time 
contributes  towards  the  enriching  of  his  Country. 
Almoft  all  the  Merchants  in  this  Country  are  the 
Sons  of  Knights,  or  at  leaft  of  principal  Gentlemen  ; 
nay,  there  have  been  fometimes  Lords,  who  have 
thought  it  no  Difcredit  to  them  that  their  Brethren 
and  their  Children  were  bred  up  to  Trade. 

The  Idea  which  the  E?iglijh  have  of  Merchants, 
renders  People  of  that  Denomination  quite  another 
fort  of  Men  than  they  are  elfewhere.  As  there  is 
nothing  in  their  Profeffion  which  either  damps  their 
Spirits,  or  debafes  their  Reputation,  they  think  in 
quite  another  way  than  French,  German,  Flemijh,  or 
Italian  Merchants  do.  They  have  as  quick  Notions 
of  Honour  as  of  Intereft,  and  are  no  lefs  concerned 

for 
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for  their  Country's  being  enriched,  than  for  the 
Increafe  of  their  private  Fortunes.  This  is  one  of 
the  great  Caufes  of  the  bright  Figure  which  Trade 
makes  in  London. 

There  is  another  thing  peculiar  to  the  Traders 
in  this  Country  ;  it  is  the  wife  and  prudent  Ufe  they 
make  of  the  Riches  they  acquire.  When  an  Eng- 
lijhman  hath  railed  an  Eftate  in  Trade,  he  leaves 
it  off  and  becomes  a  Country  Gentleman.  They 
are  indefatigable  for  fome  Years  in  Bufmefs,  and 
then  they  wifely  and  contentedly  fit  down  and  en- 
joy the  Fruit  of  their  Labours.  It  feems  as  if  this 
Nation  alone  had  preferved  a  juft  Senfe  of  that 
Equality  which  Nature  meant  to  eftablifh  among 
Men.  It  is  not  only  the  Traders  do  not  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  by  the  fwelling 
Sounds  of  empty  Titles,  but  the  very  People  be- 
have with  proper  Moderation  in  this  refpeel,  and 
in  their  Addreffes  to  the  Great,  fhew  nothing  of 
that  Fear  and  flavifh  Admiration  which  is  fo  com- 
mon in  all  other  Countries. 

A  Lord  here  is  only  refpected  in  proportion  to 
the  Good  he  does.  If  he  is  a  good-natur'd,  eafy, 
affable  and  generous  Perfon,  he  is  generally  efteem  - 
ed,  and  meets  with  all  the  Marks  of  Refpeel:  he 
can  defire  ;  which  are  fo  much  the  more  pleafing, 
becaufe  he  well  knows  he  would  not  receive  them, 
if  they  were  not  due  to  his  Merit.  If  on  the  other 
hand,  he  has  no  good  Qualities  in  him,  he  is  look- 
ed upon  with  Indifference,  and  treated  as  a  ufelefs 
Member  of  Society.  He  enjoys,  it  is  true,  the  Pri- 
vileges due  to  his  Rank,  and  leads  juft  fuch  a  Life 
at  London^  as  a  difcarded  Courtier  at  Vcrfallles.  I 
muft  tell  you  farther,  my  Friend,  that  an  Englijh 
Nobleman  appears  to  be  more  mortified  on  loung 
the  Regards  of  his  Countrymen,  than  a  Frenchman 
feems  to  be  when   in   Difgrace  with   his  Prince. 

F  3  You 
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You  will  the  more  readily  apprehend  this,  when  I 
tell  you,  that  a  ftrong  Pafiion  for  Glory,  and  for 
the  Honour  of  his  Country,  is  predominant  in  every 
Englijh  Soul. 

It  is  not  only  in  this  fort  of  Conduct  towards  the 
Great,  that  the  meaner  fort  of  People  refemble  the 
more  fubftantial.  It  is  the  fame  thins;  with  regard 
to  moft  of  the  good  and  bad  Qualities  they  poflels  : 
For  the  Englijh  in  general  being  a  thinking  People, 
Reafon  and  Common  Senfe  fupply  even  in  the 
meanefl:  of  them,  any  Defects  in  their  Education. 

The  Manner  in  which  the  People  are  drefled,  is 
a  Demonftration  of  the  Eafe  in  which  they  live. 
One  fees  here  an  Air  of  Abundance^  among  even 
the  loweft  People  ;  and  it  is  this  extraordinary  Plen- 
ty which  makes  the  Mob  infolent,  and  gives  that 
Air  of  Fiercenefs  complained  of  even  in  thofe  of 
fuperior  Rank.  Self-conceit  is  the  natural  Defect 
cf  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country.  Whatever  Si- 
tuation of  Life  they  are  in,  they  fet  a  high  Value 
upon  themfelves  ;  for  let  them  live  how  they  will, 
they  are  Jiill  Enghjhmen^  and  on  this  they  ground  a 
kind  of  indelible  Title  to  Refpecl:. 

I  told  you  in  my  firft  Letter,  that  the  Virtues 
and  Vices  of  this  Nation,  are  equally  great,  and 
that  one  fees  in  their  Characters  aftonifhing  Con- 
tradictions :  I  will  now  fupport  this  Obfervation 
by  Inftances.  The  Englijh  have  a  great  and  noble 
Spirit;  they  deteft  Treachery ;  this  Generofity  of 
theirs  will  not  allow  them  to  fee  Combatants  on 
unequal  Terms.  If  a  Man  in  the  Streets  of  London 
fhould  pretend  to  cane  another  who  had  no  Stick  in 
his  Hand,  he  wrould  be  mobb'd.  But  if  a  Perfon 
were  indifcreet  enough  to  draw  upon  a  naked  Man, 
the  Prentice  Boys  and  Journeymen  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, would  be  tempted  either  to  pull  him  to 
pieces,  or  throw  him  into  the  Thames,     Such  are 

the 
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the  Effects  of  this  their  generous  Impetuofity,  which 
feems  excufahle  on  account  of  the  Rectitude  of  their 
Intentions.  But  thefe  very  People,  who  can't  en- 
sure to  fee  Men  engaged  on  unequal  Terms,  re- 
femble  the  ancient  Romans  in  their  Liking  to  Gla- 
diators. Is  there  not  fomething  favage  in  behold- 
ing  fuch  bloody  Spectacles  ?  When  they  can't  fee 
Men  fight,  they  divert  themfclvcs  at  the  Expencc 
of  Cocks,  Dogs  and  Bulls.  This  Ferocity  of  theirs 
mud  be  fatisfied,  and  for  want  of  their  own  Spe- 
cies, they  are  content  to  (acrifice  Animals  to  their 
Humours. 

Who  can  imagine,  that  a  People  fo  cruel  and 
bloody  in  their  Diverfions,  are  notwitb {landing 
humane  and  charitable  in  the  higheft  Degree  ? 
There  are,  however,  very  few  among  the  Englijby 
who,  if  their  Circumftances  allow  it,  refufe  an 
Alms  to  the  Poor.  Nay,  they  carry  the  thing  fur- 
ther ftill ;  they  do  not  ftay  till  they  are  afk'd,  the 
Sight  of  Indigence  is  fufficient  to  move  them,  and 
from  a  Motive  of  Humanity  they  give,  that  they 
may  be  eafy  in  themfelves. 

One  of  the  moll  fingular  Differences  in  the 
Temper  of  thefe  People  is  their  Contempt  of  Trifles, 
and  their  exceflive  Love  of  what  they  call  the  Fa- 
fo'ion.  One  cannot  but  be  amazed  to  fee  in  the 
lame  People  Sentiments  and  Inclinations  fo  entirely 
oppofite.  To  this  Oddity  I  cannot  help  joining 
another,  which  is  perhaps  as  fingular,  viz.  their 
Propenfity  to  Chicane.  When  one  confiders  the 
multitude  of  Law-fuits  which  are  daily  decided  in 
London,  and  when  one  reflects  on  the  Prudence  and 
Good  Senfe  which  one  every  where  difcovers  in  the 
Books  and  Difcourfes  of  the  Englijh,  one  is  tempted 
to  think,  that  they  talk  like  Philofophers,  think 
like  Pettifoggers,  and  act  like  the  Normans,  from 
whom,  in  a  great  meafure,  their  beft  Families  are 
F  4  defcended. 
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defcended.  This  is  certain,  that  falfe  Witnefles  are 
as  plenty  here  as  in  Normandy.  Nay,  one  would 
imagine  that  they  had  fome  RefpecT:  for  them,  and 
were  afraid  of  deftroying  the  Breed  ;  they  punifh 
them  fo  (lightly  in  comparifon  of  what  they  defcrve, 
that  a  Knight  of  the  Poft  in  London  is  infinitely 
a  fafer  Employment  than  a  Janfeni/l  Bookfeller  in 
Ptirh . 

As  to  Religion,  every  Englifhman  has  one  of  his 
own  Cut.  If  there  was  a  Proclamation  to  bring  in 
their  Creeds,  I  do  verily  believe  there  would  not  be 
two  alike.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  Variations 
in  point  of  Belief,  they  are  incredibly  zealous  for 
the  particular  Seels  under  the  Denomination  of 
whieh  they  range  themfelves.  A  Church?nan  hates  a 
Prefbyter'wn  as  heartily  as  a  Janfenijl  does  a  Jefuit* 
The  Prefbyterian  pays  the  Churchman  in  his  own 
Coin,  but  they  unite  in  detefting  a  Papift^  who 
has  in  his  Turn  a  cordial  Abhorrence  for  them 
both  *. 

How  does  fo  whimfical  a  Behaviour  as  this  agree 
with  the  Good  Senfe  of  the  Englijh^  and  with  that 
Toleration  in  Matters  of  Religion  which  fubfifts 
among  them  ?  One  is  forced,  when  one  fpeaks 
freely,  to  confefs  that  there  are  a  kind  of  Follies 
which  may  be  ftiled  national,  and  that  a  People 
cught  to  be  erteemed  wife  and  happy  whofe  Weak- 
nefles  are  few  and  favourable.  On  this  Principle, 
dear  Ifaac,  I  cannot  help  faying,  that  the  Englijh 
are  very  much  indebted  to  Nature.  For  amongft 
the  different  Follies  with  which  all  Nations  are  in- 
fecled,  the  Englijh  have  for  their  Share  the  lighten1, 
and  the  leaft  dangerous  to  Good  Senfe.    With  thefe 

*    Inde  furor  njulgi  quod  numhta  nxicinorum 
Odit  quifque  locus  j  cum  folos  credat  habendas 
EJJe  Deo>)  quos  ipfe  colit.     Juv.  Sat.  xv, 
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fmall  Faults,  they  have  great  and  mining  Virtues. 
We  obferve  amongft  them  a  Conftancy  which 
elfewhere  pafTes  for  philofophick.  They  have  the 
Courage  to  declare  againfl  old  Opinions  whenever 
they  difcover  them  to  be  erroneous ;  it  fignifies  no- 
thing to  tell  them  that  their  Fathers  thought  fo  an^ 
fo,  and  that  they  ought  to  revere  the  Antiquity  of 
any  Opinions.  This,  I  fay,  fignifies  nothing  to 
them  ;  for  no  fooner  is  the  Delufion  manifeft  than 
they  affert  their  Right  of  difcarding  it.  It  is  a  com- 
mon thing  to  hear  an  Engli/Jman  fay,  We  have 
play'd  the  fool  as  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  thing  thefe  two 
or  three  hundred  Years,  it  is  high  time  that  we 
fhould  become  wifer,  and  not  put  it  into  the  power 
of  our  Children  to  make  the  fame  Complaints,  and 
with  the  fame  Juftice,  againfl:  us,  that  we  do  againfl 
our  Forefathers. 

It  is  certainly,  dear  Ifaac,  a  pleafing  thing  to 
difccrn  in  a  whole  Nation  a  Difpofition  to  make  ufe 
of  their  Reafon  ;  and  this  appears  the  more  extraor- 
dinary* when  we  confidcr  that  moil  other  Nations 
condemn  and  perfecute  fuch  as  have  the  Courage  to 
ac~t  in  this  manner. 

Another  eifential  Quality  in  the  Englijh  is  their 
Neglect  of  Nicety;  or  as  they  call  it  Finicalnefs. 
A  Petit- Mai tre  at  London  is  not  more*  the  Jeft  of 
Men  of  Senfe  than  of  the  meaneft  People.  He  is 
regarded  by  both  as  a  fort  of  a  Marmot,  or  any  o- 
ther  pretty  dancing  Animal  that's  fhewn  at  Fairs. 
You  cannot  imagine,  my  Friend,  how  much  I 
admire  this  Sagacity.  For  furely,  if  Cuftom  did 
not  blunt  the  Underftandings  of  other  Nations,  they 
would  fee  thefe  Triflers  in  the  fame  Light,  and  be 
as  well  pleafed  with  their  Tricks  and  Grimaces,  as 
with  a  Monkey's  dancing  on  the  Rope. 

The  Englijh  are  commonly    charged    with    Iu- 

conftancy  and  Ficklenefs.    To  fay  the  Truth,  their 

F  5  Hiftory 
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Hiftory  is  a  clear  and  diftinct  Proof  of  the  Inequa- 
lity of  their  Behaviour  towards  their  Princes.     In 
order  to  excufe  this,  they  pretend  that  they  have 
never  been  wanting  in  their  Duty  with  refpedt   to 
their  Sovereigns,  but  when  they  were  forced  to  it 
in  order  to  preferve  their  Rights.     If  this  AiTertion 
of  theirs  was  founded  in  Truth,  one  might  believe 
that  the  Love  of  Liberty  was  the  Caufe  of  their 
Revolutions.     But  notwith  (landing  all  they  fay  in 
extenuation  of  their  Conduct,  it  is  eafy  enough   to 
fee  that   this  Liberty,  of  which  they  talk  fo  much, 
ferves  fometimes  only  for  a  Pretence  to  cover  their 
Lightnefs  and  Love  of  Change.     Ambitious  Men 
amongft  them  know  how  to  work  on  the  Credulity 
of  the  People,  and  by  filling  their  Minds  with  falfe 
Fears  upon  this  Subject,    conduct  the  Motions  of 
popular  Fury  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  lift  themfelves 
into  the  belt  Places. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this,  one  needs 
only  confider  the  Revolutions  amongft  them,  as  they 
themfelves  reprefent  them.  We  mall  fee  that  they 
have  happened  under  Princes  of  Characters  directly 
oppofite  ;  whence  it  is  plain,  that  the  Conduct  of 
their  Princes  was  not  the  true  Caufe.  The  Englijh 
were  equally  difpleafed  with  the  foft  and  indolent 
Behaviour  of  Henry  VI.  and  wTith  the  bold  and  en- 
terprizing  Temper  of  Edward  IV.  depofmg  both 
thefe  Princes  in  their  Turns  ;  and  by  an  Effect  of 
the  fame  Inconftancy  unknown  to  every  other  Na- 
tion, they  were  alike  difpleafed  with  the  Gallantry 
and  love  of  Pleafure  which  diftinguifh'd  Charles  II. 
and  the  Capacity  and  Activity  which  all  the  World 
allowed  to  JVllliam  III.  They  caball'd  and  plotted 
againft  both  with  the  fame  Obftinacy,  tho'  they  had 
fet  each  of  them  upon  the  Throne  with  all  poffible 
Marks  of  Joy  and  general  Satisfaction. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Troubles  under  Kings  fo  different  in  their 
Maxims  of  Government,  (hews  plainly  that  the 
Fault  lies  in  the  Englifo  Nation;  and  that  which 
frill  more  clearly  proves,  that  the  Rights  and  Li- 
berties of  the  Nation  are  not  always  in  queftion,  is, 
that  Revolutions  have  happened  under  Kings,  who, 
inftead  of  encroaching  upon  or  violating,  have  ac- 
tually conferved  and  enlarged  their  Rights  by  vo- 
luntary Conceffions.  Let  us,  however,  my  Friend, 
acknowledge,  that  tho'  Englijh  Sovereigns  have  not 
always  been  in  fault,  yet  have  they  not  on  the  other 
hand  been  always  free  from  Blame. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac,  live  content  and  happy. 
London. 


LETTER     CXXXV. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite^  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

*TpHE  Englijh,  dear  Ifaac,  allow  their  King  fuch- 
A  a  kind  of  Power  as  certain  Philofophers  attri- 
bute to  the  Deity.  The  Sovereign,  in  this  Country, 
may  do  as  much  Good  as  he  will,  but  as  for  Hurt, 
that  lies  pretty  much  out  of  his  Reach  :  He  may, 
if  he  pleaies,  fpare  an  Offender's  Life,  but  he  can 
take  away  the  Life  of  no  Man.  It  is  the  Law, 
and  the  legal  Judges  only,  who  have  the  Power  of 
punifning  in  this  Country,  where  arbitrary  Autho- 
rity can  do  nothing.  The  moil  coniiderable  Em- 
ployments, however,  are  in  the  King,  that  is  to 
F  6  fay, 
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fay,  are  in  his  Gift.  He  nominates  Bifhops,  and 
other  dignify'd  Clergy.  He  cannot  however  re- 
move People  from  their  Offices ;  that  muft  be  done 
in  a  legal  way.  While  Men  in  Place  are  honeft, 
act  up  to  their  Duty,  and  are,  ftri£tly  fpeaking,  the 
Servants  of  their  Country,  they  have  nothing  to 
fear,  either  from  the  Inconftancy  or  evil  Difpofi- 
tion  of  their  Princes,  who  have  an  abfolute  Power 
over  none  but  their  domeftic  Servants. 

The  King  and  the  State  have  their  feparate 
Rights.  It  is  an  eftablifh'd  Maxim  in  England^ 
and  openly  defended  by  the  beft  Lawyers,  that  the 
King  has  two  Superiors,  God  and  the  Law,  to  whom 
he  owes  the  fame  Refpecl  with  the  meaneft  of  his 
Subjects  *. 

Is  it  not  true,  faid  an  Englijh?nan,  a  Friend  of 
mine,  to  me  one  Day,  that  the  People  were  not  cre- 
ated to  he  the  Slaves  of  Princes,  and  to  afford  them 
the  cruel  Pleajure  of  tormenting  f  He  muft  he  a  Fool 
who  fbould  dare  to  fay,  that  God  created  one  Man  to 
make  others  miferable.  Since  then  Kings  are  appointed 
not  for  the  Deftruclion,  but  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  People,  not  to  do  them  Evil,  hut  to  be  their  Be- 
nefactors, it  follows,  that  like  ether  Men,  they  muft  be 
obedient  to  the  Laws  made  for  the  common  Good  of  the 
Society.  If  indeed,  we  could  be  always  fare  of  having 
virtuous  and  wife  Kings,  there  would  be  no  need  of 
circumfcrihing  them  within  any  Bounds,  their  Probity 
and  Rectitude  of  Heart  wauld  fufficiently  limit  themy 
and  anfwer  effectually  the  Intention  of  the fe  fort  of  Re- 
flections. But  the  Throne  is  too  often  filled  with  Per- 
fons  who  fland  in  the  utmoft  need  of  Lazus  to  controul 
their  Wills.  How  happy  had  it  been  for  the  Romans, 
if  in  time  they  had  checked  the  Cruelties  of  Tiberius 

*  R.ex  in  Regno  fuo  fuperiores  habet  Deum  &  Le- 

Ca- 
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Caligula  and  Nero,  and  obliged  them  to  quit  their 
Title  to  Sovereignty,  zvhen  they  took  up  the  fcandalous 
Trade  of  Tyrants  ? 

Our  Kings,  continued  my  Friend,  enter  into  a 
Contract  with  us  ;  zvhile  they  obferve  the  Conditions 
of  it,  they  have  all  imaginable  refpeel  paid  the?n,  they 
enjoy  their  "Prerogatives  in  the  mojl  ample  Manner ■, 
and  are  as  abfolute  in  doing  good  to  their  People  as 
they  can  wijh.  It  is  true,  if  they  forget  their  Pro- 
mises, they  run  the  Hazard  of  exciting  fome  very  dan- 
gerous  Sedition.  But  to  avoid  this,  there  is  no  more 
requifite  than  that  they  jhould  keep  their  JVords,  and 
remember,  that  at  their  Coronation  they  fwore  to  ob- 
ferve the  Laws  and  to  fee  them  obferved.  IVJjy  Jhould 
the  People  be  ?nore  bound  by  their  Pro?nifes  than  their 
Sovereigns  ;  a  King  zvho  becomes  a  Tyrant  feis  his  Sub- 
jects a  bad  Example,  and  teaches  them  by  his  own  Con- 
duel,  to  make  light  of  the  mofi  f acred  and  folemn  Agree- 
ments. But  it  may  be  faid,  that  cur  Lives  and  For- 
tunes depend  upon  our  Princes.  True,  and  ive  ought 
to  facrifice  both  in  their  Quarrels,  if  they  are  wife  and 
jujl.  Inafmuch  as  they  are  the  Fathers  of  their  Sub- 
jects, we  ought  to  behave  towards  them  with  flial 
Piety.  But  fuch  a  Submiffion  can  only  be  expecled 
while  that  reciprocal  Relation  fubfifls  whence  it  natu- 
rally arifes. 

If  Kings  are  above  the  Laws,  and  if  they  may  dif- 
per'fe  with  them  when  they  think  fit,  to  what  Purpcfe 
do  they  promifc  that  they  will  obferve  certain  Rules  ? 
All  that  they  do  upon  this  head,  and  all  the  Affurances 
that  they  give  are  only  Mummeries.  When  a  Prince 
is  crown 'd,  and  there  folemnly  fwears  to  obferve  cer- 
tain Rules,  zve  ought,  it  feems,  to  look  upon  this  fw ear- 
big  as  a  ?nere  necejfary  Form  in  the  Ceremony,  not  to 
be  omitted  for  the  Sake  cf  Decency \  tho*  in  Facl  it  is 
ufelefs,  and  ferves  only  to  /hew  that  there  ivere  Free- 
men in   times  paft,  but  that   all  zvho  live  nozu  are 

Slaves, 
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Slaves.  There  is  no  body  quite  fo  mad  as  pofitively  to 
ajfert  this ;  the  mojl  zealous  Defenders  of  arbitrary 
Power  acknowledge,  that  a  Sovereign  ought  to  keep 
his  Promifes,  and  yet  abfurdly,  and  beyond  all  Ccmpre- 
henfion,  they  conclude  that  they  may  violate  them  with 
Impunity. 

I  muft  confefs,  my  near  Ifaac,  that  what  this 
Englijhman  faid  to  me  Teemed  very  plaufible.  In 
effe£t,  it  appears  reasonable,  that  if  we  aflert  Kings 
are  bound  by  their  Promifes,  we  fhould  alfo  ad- 
mit, that  it  is  lawful  to  difobey  them  when  they 
break  their  Words  ;  for  it  feems  to  be  a  neceflary 
Confequence  of  the  mutual  Engagements  between 
Sjvereigns  and  their  People,  that  they  fhould  no 
linger  fuhfift  when  thofe  Conditions  are  wanting, 
for  the  fake  of  which  it  v/as  agreed,  that  this  Di- 
ftin£tion  of  Sovereign  and  Subject  mould  take  place. 
Now  it  cannot  be  denied  that  fuch  as  have  writ- 
ten with  the  greateft  Warmth  againft  Sedition, 
have  pofitively  aflerted  that  Princes  could  not  vio- 
late their  Contracts  with  their  People,  without  be- 
ing guilty  of  Injuftice.  u  It  muft  be  allowed,  fays 
f*  the  famous  Grotius  *,  that  when  Princes  under- 
"  take  to  govern  by  certain  Rules,  their  Sove- 
•'•  reignty  is  in  fome  Degree  limited  and  reftrained  ; 
*'  whether  thofe  Obligations  regard  barely  the  Ex- 
Ci  ercife  of  their  Power,  or  directly,  and  in  the 
"  firft  Inftance,  affecl:  the  Power  in  their  Hands, 
<c  In  the  firft  Cafe,  whatever  they  do  contrary  to 
"  their  Promife  being   an  Acl:  of  Injuftice,  every 

*  Fatendum  tamen  id  iibi  fit  arflius  quodammodo  rcddi 
imperium,  f<ve  obligatio  duntaxat  cadat  in  exercitium  ailus, 
f<ve  etiam  diretle  in    ipfam  facidtatem.     Priore  Jpecie, 

aclus  contra  p~omijfumf:cl  us  cr  it   injuflus,   quia 

vera  promijjio  jus  dat  eiy  cui  promitiitur.  Altera  autem 
facie  crit  ctiam  nullus  dtfeilu  facultatis.  Hugo  Grotius , 
dc  Jure  Belli  &  Pads,  torn.  i.  p.  [21. 

«  Pro- 
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**  Promife  veiling  a  Right  in  thofe  to  whom  the 
<c  Promife  is  made.  In  the  other  Cafe,  the  Act  is 
"  unjuft  and  void  at  the  fame  time,  for  want  of  a 
«*  legal  Power  to  fupport  it." 

Behold,  my  dear  Ifaac,  a  precife  Decifion  by  an 
Author  whofe  Character  is  above  Sufpicion.  But 
he  explains  himfelf  ftill  more  clearly  in  another 
place,  wherein  he  feems  to  have  forgot  his  own  Sy- 
ftem.  "  Now,  if  it  be  demanded,  fays  he,  what 
"  will  happen  if  this  Claufe  be  added  to  the  Con- 
"  tract,  that  in  cafe  the  King  breaks  his  Word, 
"  he  fhall  forfeit  his  Title  to  the  Crown  ?  I  anfwer, 
"  that  even  in  this  cafe  the  Power  of  the  King  does 
**  not  ceafe  to  be  abfolute,  but  that  he  holds  his 
"  Power  as  it  were  for  a  time  *." 

It  feems  to  me,  Ifaac,  that  our  Author  could  not 
well  fay  more  againft  arbitrary  Power,  and  the  vio- 
lating Subjects  Rights  with  Impunity,  Grothts9 
however,  paiTes  for  an  Author  directly  oppofite  in 
Sentiments  to  the  Anti.-Royalifts.  And  tho'  it 
may  be  faid  in  his  fayour,  that  there  is  no  Con- 
tract between  Sovereigns  and  Subjects,  wherein  it  is 
exprefly  ftipulated,  that  the  Forfeiture  of  their 
Crowns  fhall  attend  the  breaking  of  their  Words, 
yet  it  is  too  feeble  to  deftroy  what  he  before  ad- 
vanced. For  tho'  in  thefe  Engagements  between 
Subjects  and  Kings  it  be  not  declared,  that  by  the 
Violation  of  the  Contract  the  Prince  (hall  lofe  his 
Rights,  fuch  a  Claufe  is  neverthelefs  tacitly  com- 
prehended in  them,  becaufe  this  Contract  cannot 
be  relied  on,  if  the  People  did  not  referve  to  them- 
felves  fuch  a  Power  to  enforce  it.     Without  this, 

*  Quid  ft  addctur  ft  Rex  fidem  fallat,  ut  turn  Regno 
tadatf.  Ne  fi  quidem  Imterium  deft  net  effe  fummum,  fed  e- 
rit  hqbendi  imminutus  per  Conditionem  &  Imperium  tern- 
porario  non  cbfimile.  Grotius  de  Jure  Belli  &  Fuels,  p. 
125. 

fuch 
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fuch  Engagements  would  be  fruir.lefs ;  for  tho'  they 
mi^ht  ferve  to  bind  Subjects  to  their  Prince,  yet  it 
mull  be  to  fuch  a  Prince  as  could  not  bind  himfelf  in 
return.  With  refpect  to  all  fuch  Conditions,  they 
mufl  either  be  real  and  effectual,  or  vain  and  ufelefs. 
But  the  univerfal  Opinion  is,  that  they  are  real,  and 
that  both  Parties  are  bound  to  oblerve  them.  Well 
then,  both  Parties  mull  referve  a  Right  of  forcing 
the  Obfervation,  and  therefore,  tho'  it  be  not  /pe- 
rilled in  the  Engagements,  that  Princes  when  they 
break  them  lofe  their  Authority,  yet  this  Claufe 
Teems  necenary  to  the  Validity  and  the  Security  of 
the  Contract. 

Thefe  Reafons,  dear  Ifaac,  feem  very  flrong  a- 
gainft  fuch  as  maintain  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  take 
Arms  againfl  our  Prince.  I  mufl  own  to  you,  how- 
ever, that  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded  the  People 
have  no  Right  to  dethrone  their  Sovereign  ;  I  go  flill 
farther,  for  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  if  they  had  fuch 
a  Power,  the  Abufe  of  it  would  bring  upon  them 
the  greatefl  Miferies. 

When  we  compare  the  Compacts  between  So- 
vereigns and  their  Subjects  to  thofe  between  pri- 
vate Men,  we  run  into  a  very  great  Error.  We 
ought  to  diflinguifh  between  the  Promifes  of  Kings, 
and  thofe  of  their  Subjects  ;  the  latter  may  be  com- 
pell'd  to  the  Performance  of  their  Promifes  by  a 
temporal  Power,  becaufe  they  are  fubjecl  to  Men, 
but  iPrinces  being  accountable  only  to  God,  are 
not  under  the  fame  Predicament.  The  Engage- 
ments into  which  they  enter  with  their  People  are 
not  however  ufelefs,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  com- 
pell'd  to  adhere  to  them,  in  as  much  as  they  are 
binding  before  God,  and  in  that  Light  Checks  to 
their  Wills. 

Reafon,  and  the  Publick  Tranquillity  may  both 
be  urged  to  eftablifh  this  Doctrine.     For  if  it  be  ad- 
mitted, 
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mitted,  that  under  a  Pretence  of  violating  the  Laws, 
Princes  may  be  dethroned,  to  what  Mifchiefs  and 
Inconveniencies  would  all  Governments  be  expofed  ? 
The  People  inconftant,  whimfical,  wholly  inclined 
to  change,  would  be  fubjecl  to  all  Impreffions,  and 
be  at  all  times  ready  to  revolt.  Reftlefs  and  un- 
quiet Spirits  will  always  find  fpecious  Pretexts  to 
excufe  thefe  Seditions  and  Troubles,  fo  m  the  end 
Peace  would  be  loft.  "  I  acknowledge,  fays  Gro- 
"  tins  *,  that  Kings  are  eftablifhed  to  no  other 
"  end  than  that  they  might  adminifter  Juflice  to 
*'  their  Subjects  ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from  hence, 
"  that  die  People  are  above  their  Kings.  Guardi- 
"  ans  are  afligned  without  doubt  for  the  Good  of 
"  their  Pupils,  and  yet  this  Trull  gives  a  Power  to 
"  the  Guardian  over  his  Ward.  I  know  it  will  be 
"  faid,  that  a  Guardian  who  is  guilty  of  Male-ad- 
"  miniftration  "may  be  difcharged  from  his  Truft, 
"  from  whence  fome  would  conclude,  that  the 
"  People  have  the  fame  Right  with  refpecT:  to  the 
<c  Prince.  But  the  Cafe  it  very  different;  for  the 
<c  Guardian  hath  a  Superior  on  whom  he  depends, 
<c  whereas  the  Prince  has  none.  As  in  finite  things 
"  there  cannot  be  an  infinite  Progreffion,  fo  it  is 
"  abfolutely  neceflary  to  flop  at  him,  or  in   Repub- 

*  Verum  ejjfe  p.oft  Herodotum,  Herodotus  pojl  Heftodum 
dixit  fruend.v  fuftici.-e  caufd  lieges  conftitutos.  Sed  non 
ideo  confequens  eft  quod  Mi  inferunt  Populos  Reges  ejj'e  fu- 
pcriores  :  nam  &  Tutclu  Pupilli  caufd  re  pert  a  eft,  cf  ta- 
men  Tutclu  jus  eft  ac  pot  eft  as  in  pupil/urn.  Ncc  eft  quod 
inftet  aliquis  Tute/am  ft  male  rem  pupillarcm  adminiftret  a- 
v:o-icri pofte,  quare  iff  in  rege  idem  jus  ejfe  debere  ;  nam 
in  Tutore  hoc  procedit  qui  fuperiorcm  habet  J  at  in  hnperiis 
quia  progreftfus  in  infinitum  non  datur,  omninc  in  aliqud  aut 
a  aut  caetu  conftituendum  eft  quorum  peccata,  quia 
Juperiorem  Jc  judicem  non  babent,  Deus  ftbi  cum  peculiari 
effe  teftatior.     Hugo  Grotius,  ubi  fupra  torn.  I.  p.  106. 

«  licks 
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"  licks  at  a  Senate  independent  of  all  other  Powers 
"  except  God." 

If  we  attentively  confider  thefe  Reafons,  it  is 
impoffible,  my  Friend,  that  we  mould  not  yield  to 
them,  and  agree  that  in  Contracts  between  Subjects 
and  Sovereigns,  Reafon  and  the  publick  Good  re- 
quire, that  Heaven  only  fhould  judge  of  the  Infrac- 
tions of  which  the  latter  are  guilty. 

Thofe  who  take  upon  themfelves  the  Characters 
of  Advocates  for  the  Rights  of  the  People,  fancy 
that  the  RefpecT:  we  alledge  due  to  Princes,  is  the 
mere  effect  of  Prejudice,  which  we  want  Spirit  e- 
nough  to  get  over.  But  in  this  they  are  deceived, 
and  it  is  eafy  to  prove  the  contrary  from  the  Ex- 
amples of  many  great  Men,  who,  tho'  born  under 
a  Republick,  excemVely  jealous  of  its  Liberty,  have 
neverthelefs  maintained,  that  it  never  can  be  law- 
ful to  take  up  Arms  againft  Sovereigns,  whatever 
Faults  they  commit.  "  We  rauft,  fays  an  illuftri- 
"  ous  Roman ,  bear  the  Luxury  or  Avarice  of  our 
"  Governors  as  we  do  dear  Years,  Storms,  and 
"  other  Irregularities  in  Nature.  There  will  be 
"  Vices  as  long  as  there  are  Men,  but  the  Mifchiefs 
"  flowing  from  them  are  neither  conftant  nor  per- 
"  petual;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  times,  in 
"  which  we  are  indemnified  for  thefe  Mifchiefs  by 
"  the  Benefits  we  receive  *." 

Is  it  polTible,  my  Friend,  to  fay,  that  a  Man 
brought  up  in  the  midft  of  Rome,  and  who  had  im- 
bibed from  his  tender  Youth  Republican  Principles, 
mould  be  perfuaded  that  great  Refpect  is  due  even  to 
bad  Princes  through  any  fort  of  Prejudice  ?  I  cannot 

Quo  mo  do  ftertlitqtem  ant  mmios  imbres  Cff  cetera  na- 
ture ?nalat  ita  luxum  CS5  awaritiam  Dominantium  tolerate. 
Vitia  eru?it  donee  Homines,,  fed  neque  bssc  continua  &  me- 
liorum  interventu  penfuntur.  Tit.  Liv.  Hilt.  lib.  iv.  cap. 
lxxiv.  num.  4. 

believe 
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be'ieve  that  any  Man  living  would  advance  fuch  an 
Abfurdity. 

Fare  thee  well,  Jfaac,  may  the  God  of  our  Fa- 
thers give  thee  continual  Profperity. 

London. 


LETTER     CXXXVI. 

Aaron  Monceca,  /a  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

TVyi  EN  of  Quality  in  this  Country  are  as  little  at- 
■*■*"*•  tach'd  to  the  Court,  as  the  meaner  fort  of  Peo- 
ple are  to  them.  For  as  the  People  fhew  no  Refpect 
to  a  Lord  farther  than  his  Virtues  and  good  Qualities 
•demand,  fo  the  Nobility  in  general  adhere  to  the 
Court  only  lb  long  as  it  appears  to  have  no  Defigns 
contrary  to  the  Welfare  of  the  People. 

One  thing,  dear  Ifaac,  is  very  extraordinary  in 
England,  and  that  is,  to  obferve  a  fincere  Love  for 
their  Country,  in  Men  whofe  Employments  oblige 
them  to  be  about  the  Court.  In  all  other  Countries, 
Courtier  and  Slave  are  fynonimous  Terms  ;  and  with 
Reafon,  the  Vices  of  Princes  being  as  much  adored 
by  fuch  Men  as  their  Perfons.  But  here,  the  Vir- 
tue and  Probity  of  the  Prince  attracts  Veneration  ; 
when  they  difcern  in  their  Sovereign  any  Faults 
which  may  be  prejudicial  to  their  Country,  inftead 
of  flattering  his  Defects,  they  provide  the  Deft  they 
can  againft  it. 

This 


u6  The  Jewish  Spy*.      Let.  136. 

This  Grandeur  of  Soul  is  the  natural  Confe- 
quence  of  the  thinking  Difpofition  of  the  E?iglljh, 
who,  generally  fpeaking,  decline  Employments, 
and  content  themfelves  with  the  Pleafures  of  a  pri- 
vate and  retired  Life.  In  France  all  the  Gentle- 
men are  naturally  attached  to  the  Court,  even  fuch 
as  live  in  the  Provinces  are  fo  accuftomed  to  enjoy 
little  Employments,  that  without  them  they  cannot 
believe  themfelves  happy,  or  in  a  Situation  worthy 
of  their  Birth.  Amongj  them  the  Love  of  their 
Country  is  a  mere  Chimaera.  What  fignifies  the 
Misfortunes  of  their  Countrymen  to  them,  if  they 
can  but  have  the  Pleafure  of  arriving,  fome  Way 
or  other,  at  an  Employment  which  puts  it  in  their 
power  to  revenge  themfelves  upon  fuch  as  have 
flighted,  maletreated  or  injured  them,  while  they 
were  yet  but  private  Men  ?  The  Englijh  think  quite 
otherwife  ;  there  is  not  a  Man  amongft  them  who 
has  any  Ambition  to  be  the  firft  Slave.  The  Cha- 
racter of  Independency  appears  more  elevated  to 
them  than  that  fhining  Servitude  which  charms 
moft.  Men  in  the  other  Courts  of  Europe.  In  this 
Country  there  are  many  private  Men,  who  would 
refufe  even  the  higheft  Pods  of  Honour,  if  they  were 
to  be  attended  with  the  Lofs  of  Freedom  of  Senti- 
ment, and  that  Liberty  of  Action  which  is  their 
Delight. 

It  is  in  England,  my  dear  Ifaac,  where  it  may 
be  faid,  that  Truth  is  carried  even  to  the  Throne, 
and  appears  there  with  Luftre.  Happy  the  Nation 
fince  this  Cuftom  hath  been  introduced  !  The 
Prince  too  hath  found  his  Advantage  therefrom,  by 
being  delivered  from  thofe  Errors  into  which  In- 
attention or  his  Paflions  betrayed  him,  by  Repre- 
fentations  prudent  and  fincere.  No  Monarch  ever 
repented  of  his  liftening  to  the  Advice  of  thofe  who 
fet  his  Faults  before  him  freely  and  truly,    whereas 

many 


Let.  136.       The  Jewish  Spy.  117 

many  Kings  have  been  milled,  not  a  few  totally  de- 
stroyed by  liftening  to  bafe  Flatteries.  There  is  no 
Condition  of  Life,  lays  Montaigne ,  which  ft  and*  in 
Tieed  of  ?nore  free  and  fmart  Advertifements  than  that 

of  Sovereign  Authority.  • Kings   frequently  find 

themfelves,  before  they  are  aware ,  engaged  in  the  Ha- 
tred and  Dejlruclion    of  their  People,  by  Steps  they 

might   have  eafily   avoided, Generally  fpeaking, 

Favourites  look  more  to  their  own  Affairs  than  to  thofe 
of  their  Maflers ;  and  in  fome  meafure  they  are  in  the 
right.  For  to  fpeak  the  truth,  the  Liberties  of  a  true 
Friend/hip  are  rude  and  perilous  Attempts  when  cxer- 
eifed  tozuards  a  Prince  *. 

It  is  to  themfelves,  my  Friend,  that  Courtiers 
owe  this  unlucky  Situation,  which  Montaigne  fo 
well  defer ibes,  the  Liberties  of  a  true  Friendjhip  are 
rude  and  perilous  Attempts  when  exereifed  toivards  a 
Prince.  If  they  all  thought  as  the  Englifh  do,  they 
would  never  bring  themfelves  to  fuch  a  Pafs  as  not 
to  dare  to  exercifc  their  Reafon,  and  to  look  upon 
Truth  as  a  dangerous  and  impracticable  Virtue. 
They  would  by  this  means  have  preferved  a  Right 
of  being  ufeful  to  their  Matters,  inftead  of  encou- 
raging their  Faults,  by  treating  them  as  fo  many  ex- 
cellent Qualities. 

The  fame  good  Senfe  which  hinders  Courtiers  and 
Men  of  Quality  from  being  Slaves  in  England  to 
the  Superior  Dignity  of  their  Prince,  teaches  them 
alfo  how  to  fupport  their  own  Quality,  without 
fuffering  their  Grandeur  to  turrt  their  Heads.  We 
very  rarely  fee  here  Men  magnificently  drefs'd  af- 
fuming  high  Airs  of  State,  fpeaking  in  an  elevated 
Tone,  talking  everlaftingly  of  their  Birth,  their 
Dependents,  their  Horfes,  ftrutting  a  tiptoe,  hoift- 
ing  their  Shoulders  up,  taking  Snuff,  adj lifting  their 
Perukes,  and  then  deciding  peremptorily,  and  with 

*  Montaigne's  Eflays,  Book  III. 

2  the 
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the  Air  of  an  Oracle  on  Things  of  the  utmoft  Im- 
portance, fmiling  or  finging  while  one  is  talking  to 
them,  and  feldom  deigning  to  make  an  Anfwer  in 
more  than  two  Words.  A  Man  of  this  Character, 
I  fay,  is  not  commonly  met  with  at  London  ;  and 
when  he  is,  thefe  affected  Airs  which  would  make 
him  feem  fcmebody  in  another  Place,  render  him 
here  hateful  to  the  Populace,  and  ridiculous  to  his 
Equals. 

Ignorance  is  a  Vice  which  has  very  few  Partizans 
in  this  Country,  even  among  Men  of  Quality.  In- 
stead of  blufhing  at  a  ftricl:  Application  to  the  Sci- 
ences, they  fnew  the  utmoft  Contempt  for  fuch  as 
conceive  it  a  declining  the  Privilege  of  Nobility  to 
trouble  themfelves  with  more  Knowledge  than  that 
of  being  able  to  read  tolerably  and  write  a  common 
Letter.  In  more  Countries  than  one,  a  Man  that 
with  a  certain  Air  can  fay  a  pleafant  thing,  is  look'd 
upon  as  a  fine  Fellow  ;  in  England  he  would  be 
ftiled  a  Blockhead  without  Mercy,  becaufe  there 
Things  receive  their  Value  from  their  Worth  ;  a 
Lord  who  can  fmg  and  talk  Nonfenfe  to  a  Wo- 
man, is  in  that  Couatry  a  Coxcomb.  He  who  has 
thefe  Phrafes  everlaftingly  in  his  Mouth,  A  Man  of 
?ny  Quality ,  a  Per/on  of  my  Birth,  is  laughed  at  and 
derided.  Had  he  all  the  Quality  of  the  Venetian 
Senate  put  together,  and  nothing  elfe  to  recom- 
mend him,  he  would  meet  but  little  Efteem  at 
London. 

It  is  in  that  Country  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have 
Merit  in  order  to  have  Credit.  Nobility  has  indeed 
Privileges,  but  thofe  Privileges  are  merely  honora- 
ry. A  Lord  who  is  incapable  of  diftinguifhing  him- 
felf  by  his  Parts,  muft  confole  himfelf  with  them  as 
well  as  he  can.  A  Swifs  Author  introduces  a  Lord 
defcribing  his  own  Situation  very  emphatically, 
that  is,  fuch  a  Lord  as  hath  nothing  but  what  he  de- 

lives 


Let.  136.      The  Jewish  Spy.  119 

rives  from  his  Birth.  It  is  true,  fays  he,  we  cannot 
be  ar  reflect  for  our  Debts,  but  then  it  is  but  here  and 
there  we  can  find  Credit,  Inflead  of  an  Oath,  we  fay 
upon  our  Honours  ;  but  to  balance  this,  we  are  feldom 
believed :  there  is  indeed  a  Law  t.  prevent  People  from 
fpeaking  ill  of  us ;  but  if  his  Lord/hip  is  too  bufy  with 
his  Cane,  his  Lordjhip  may  be  beat  *.  It  is  true, 
dear  Ifaac,  all  this  mult  not  be  literally  taken,  but 
however,  it  is  fufficient  to  ihew,  that  in  England^ 
how  great  foever  a  Man's  Quality  is,  he  muft  have 
Merit  alfo  to  render  him  confiderable.  You  need 
not  therefore  be  furprized  at  feeing  more  Men  of 
Quality  Patrons  of  the  Sciences  in  this  Country  than 
elfe where  ;  Ambition  and  the  Defire  of  Glory  ex- 
cite in  them  quite  different  Paflions  than  are  felt  by 
Men  of  their  Rank  in  other  Countries,  where  their 
Heads  are  turn'd  to  other  Things.  A  Frenchman 
thinks  himfelf  illuftrious  enough  in  right  of  his 
Coaches,  Horfes,  Domefticks,  Furniture  and  fine 
Clothes  ;  an  Englifmnan  admits,  that  thefe  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  Merit,  and  that  all  thefe  Trifles  do 
not  contribute  to  raife  his  Character  in  the  leaft. 

There  is  yet  another  Reafon  which  forces  People 
of  Diftin£tion  in  this  Country  to  cultivate  Sciences 
and  the  Belles  Lcttres.  It  is  the  Necemty  they  are 
under  of  understanding  ancient  and  modern  Poli- 
cies, which  is  a  kind  of  Knowledge  for  which  they 
find  frequent  occafion.  Not  only  Lords,  but  all 
Men  of  fuch  a  Rank  as  hope  for  any  Employments, 
are  obliged  to  be  well  verfed  in  Hiftory  and  Poli- 
ticks. In  England,  fays  an  illuftrious  Author,  Men 
commonly  think,  and  Learning  is  even  in  greater  Cre- 
dit there  than  here.  This  Advantage  is  the  natural 
Confequence  of  their  Form  of  Goverm?ient ;  there  are 
in  London  near  J even  or  eight  hundred  Perfons  who 

*_Muralt'j-  Letters  on  the  Englijh  Nation. 

have 
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have  a  Right  to  fpcak  in  public k,  and  to  fupport  the 
Inter  eft  of  the  Nation.  At  leajl,  five  or  fix  thoufand 
pretend  to  this  Honour  in  their  Turns.  All  the  rejl 
pretend  to  judge  of  the  Behaviour  of  this  People.  li- 
very Man  ??:ay  print  what  he  thinks  fit  on  publick  Af- 
fairs. Thus  the  whole  Nation  is  wider  a  Necejfity  of 
knowing  more  than  any  other  Nation.  One  hears  no- 
thing talked  of  but  the  Government  of  Rome  and  A- 
thens.  A  Man  is  f  Greedy  whether  he  will  or  will  not^ 
to  read  the  Authors  who  treat  of  thefe  Things ;  this 
Study  naturally  leads  a  Man  to  the  Belles  Lettres. 
In  fliort,  every  Man  is  a  fort  of  a  Statefman.  How 
comes  it,  that  cur  Mag'iftraies,  our  Lawyers,  our  Phy- 
ficians,  our  Ecclefiafticks,  have  more  Learning,  a  bet- 
ter Tajle,  and  a  greater  Share  of  IVit  than  the  reft  of 
the  French  Nation  f  Is  it  not  truly,  becaufe  their 
Condition  of  Life  requires  a  greater  Cultivation  of  the 
Mind  *. 

See  then,  dear  Ifaac,  the  eflential  Caufe  of  the  dif- 
ference there  is  between  Englifl)  and  French  Cour- 
tiers. The  firft  need  nothing  to  recommend  them 
but  Patience,  Supplenefs,  and  a  little  Court-Craft. 
On  the  contrary,  the  latter  cannot  fucceed  but  in 
right  of  fuperior  Knowledge,  good  Senfe  and  requi- 
fite  Learning  ;  thefe,  and  thefe  only,  being  the  Arts 
by  which  Rivals  are  to  be  overcome. 

Before  I  finifh  my  Letter,  I  muft  take  notice  to 
you,  dear  Ifaac,  of  one  of  the  Privileges  of  the  No- 
bility in  this  Country.  Whoever  ventures  to  libel 
them  is  liable  to  fuffer  deeply  in  his  Pocket.  This 
is  fettled  by  an  exprefs  Law  f  ;  and  I  have  been  told 
on  this  Subject  a  whimfical  Story  :  The  Son  of  a  rich 
Inn-keeper  having  been  lucky  enough  to  pleaie  the 
Wife  of  a  Man  of  Quality,  did  not  apprehend  that 

*    Voltair'i  Letters,  Lett.  XX. 

f  He  means  the  Action  of  Scandalum  Magnatum. 

this 
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this  Law  could  prove  any  Bar  to  his  Endeavours  in 
this  way.  He  had  the  good  Luck  to  fucceed  in  his 
Amour,  and  the  Lord  had  the  good  Luck,  if  it  can 
be  fo  called,  to  find  it  out;  upon  which  he  ufed 
means  to  procure  a  Divorce,  but  failing  of  the  ne- 
ceflary  Proof  in  the  proper  Court,  he  was  forced  to 
content  himfelf  with  recovering  Damages  againft  the 
Inn-keeper's  Son :  Since  this  Affair  it  is  a  fettled 
Point,  that  a  Man  fails  in  his  refpect  to  the  Nobility, 
when  he  becomes  too  agreeable  to  their  Wives. 
However,  there  are  fome  arch  People  who  fcruple 
not  to  fay,  that  there  are  fprightly  Fellows  who  will 
ogle  Women  of  Quality,  tho'  at  the  Hazard  of  their 
Fortunes.  If  the  Men  of  Title  in  Italy  had  any 
Privilege  of  this  fort,  I  dare  fay  they  would  be  as 
tender  of  it  as  the  Englljh  are  of  their  Liberty  *. 

Adieu,  dear  Ifaac,  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers 
cover  thee  with  BlefTings. 

London. 

*  Our  Author  bath  been  not  a  little  mijlnken  in  this 
Matter,  which  is  the  only  Story  of  the  D.  of  N.  filing 
Sir  John  Germaine,  <wbg  was  an  Innkeeper's  Son  at  the 
Hague,  not  on  the  Statute  of  Scan.  Mag.  but  on  an  Aclion 
of  the  Cafe,  for  criminal  Cunzerfation  'with  his  Dut chefs. 
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LETTER     CXXXVII. 


Aaron  Monceca, 
Caraite^  formerly  a 
tinople. 


to    Isaac    Onis, 
Rabbi   at    Conftan- 


I 


HAVE  read,  my  dear  Ifaac^  the  Relation  of  a 

Prodigy  inferted  in  an  *  hiftorical  Journal,  and  I 
find  in  it  Tome  Things  fo  particular,  that  I  perfuade 
myfelf  you  will  concur  with  me  in  Opinion,  that  the 
Facts  contained  therein  are  abfolutely  irreconcileable 
to  Philofophic  Speculations,  and  all  the  Efforts  of 
the  reafoning  Faculty.  I  will  firft  give  you  a  faith- 
ful Extract  of  what  I  have  read,  and  then  my  fincere 
Opinion  of  the  fupernatural  Things  therein  contained. 

"  We  have  had  in  this  Country  a  new  Scene  of 
"  Vampirifm,  which  is  duly  attefted  by  two  Officers 
"of  the  Tribunal  of  Belgrade ,  who  took  Cogni- 
"  zance  of  the  Affair  on  the  Spot,  and  by  an  Officer 
"  in  his  Imperial  Majeffy's  Troops  at  Gradifch  (in 
<c  Sdavonia)  who  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  Pro- 
*c  ceedings. 

cc  In  the  Beginning  of  September  there  died  at 
"  the  Village  of  Kifilova,  three  Leagues  from  Gra- 
"  diftb,  an  old  Man  of  above  threescore  and  two  : 
"  three  Days  after  he  was  buried  he  appeared  in 
€t  the  Night  to  his  Son,  and  defired  he  would  give 
<c  him  fomewhat  to    eat.     The  Son  did   fo,    the 

Father  eat,    and    then    difappeared.     The   next 


(,-. 


*  Mercure    Hijiorique  et   Politique,  O&ob.    1736,  p. 
403—4II. 
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M  Day  the  Son  told  his  Neighbours  thefe  Particu- 
"  lars.  That  Night  the  Father  did  not  come,  but 
"  the  next  Evening  he  made  him  another  Vifit, 
"  and  defired  fomething  to  eat.  It  is  not  known 
"  whether  his  Son  gave  him  any  Thing  or  not, 
"  but  the  next  Morning  the  young  Man  was  found 
cc  dead  in  his  Bed.  The  Magiftrate  or  Bailiff  of 
cc  the  Place  had  Notice  of  this,  as  alfo  that  the 
c<  fame  Day  five  or  fix  Perfons  fell  Tick  in  the  Vil- 
"  lage,  and  died  one  after  the  other.  He  fent  an 
cc  exact  Account  of  this  to  the  Tribunal  of  Bel- 
<l  grade,  and  thereupon  two  Commiftioners  were 
c<  difpatched  to  the  Village  attended  by  an  Execu- 
<c  tioner,  with  Inftructions  to  examine  clofely  into 
"  the  Affair.  An  Officer  in  the  Imperial  Service, 
"  from  whom  we  have  this  Relation,  went  alfo 
"  from  Gradifch,  in  order  to  examine  perfonallv  an 
"  Affair  of  which  he  had  heard  fo  much.  The/ 
"  opened  in  the  firft  place  tlie  Graves  of  all  who 
"  had  been  buried  in  fix  Weeks.  When  they  came 
"  to  that  of  the  old  Man,  they  found  his  Eyes 
<c  open,  his  Colour  frefh,  his  Refpiration  quick 
"  and  ftrong,  yet  he  appeared  to  be  ftiff  and  infen- 
<c  fible.  From  thefe  Signs  they  concluded  him  to  be 
"  a  notorious  Vampire.  The  Executioner  thefe- 
"  upon,  by  the  Command  of  the  Commiffioners, 
"  ftruck  a  Stake  thro'  his  Heart ;  and  when  they 
"  had  fo  done,  they  made  a  Bonfire,  and  therein 
"  confumed  the  Carcafe  to  Afhes.  There  was  no 
"  Marks  of  Vampirifm  found  on  his  Son,  or  on 
"  the  Bodies  of  the  other  Perfons  who  died  fo 
"  fuddenly. 

<c  Thanks  be  to  God,  we  are  as  far  as  any 
"  People  can  be  from  giving  into  Credulity,  we 
"  acknowledge  that  all  the  Lights  of  Phyfick  do 
"  not  enable  us  to  give  any  Account  of  this  Fact, 
"  nor  do  we  pretend  to  enter  into  its  Caufes. 
G  2  «  How* 
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c<  However,  we  cannot  avoid  giving  Credit  to  a 
"  Matter  of  Fact,  juridically  attefled  by  competent 
"  and  unfufpected  WitneiVes,  efpecially  fince  it  is  far 
•*  fiom  being  the  only  one  of  the  kind.  We  fhall 
"  here  annex  an  Inftance  of  the  fame  fort  in  1732, 
"  already  inferted  in  the  Gleaner,  No.  18. 

"  In  a  certain  Canton  of  Hungary,  which  is  cal- 
"  led  in  Latin  Oppida  Heidonum,  on  the  other  Side 
"  the  Tibifcus,  vulgarly  called  the  Teyjfe\  that  is  to 
"  fay,  the  River  which  wafhes  the  celebrated  Ter- 
<c  ritory  of  Tokay,  as  alfo  a  Part  of  Tranfihania . 
<e  The  People  known  by  the  Name  of  Hey  dukes  be- 
"  lieve  that  certain  dead  Perfons,  whom  they  call 
6i  Vampires,  fuck  the  Blood  of  the  Living,  info- 
"  much  that  thefe  People  appear  like  Skeletons, 
*c  while  the  dead  Bodies  of  the  Suckers  are  fo  full  of 
tc  Blood,  that  it  runs  out  at  all  the  Paflagesof  their 
u  Bodies,  and  even  at  their  very  Pores.  This  odd 
"  Opinion  of  theirs  they  fupport  by  a  Multitude  of 
"  Facls  attefted  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  leave 
"  no  room  for  doubt.  We  fhall  here  mention 
"  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable. 

"  It  is  now  about  five  Years  ago,  that  a  certain 
"  Heyduke  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Village  of  Medreiga, 
"  whofe  Name  was  Arnold  Paul,  was  bruis'd  to 
<c  Death  by  a  Hay-Cart,  which  ran  over  him. 
"  Thirty  Days  after  his  Death,  no  lefs  than  four 
<c  Perfons  died  fuddenly,  in  that  manner  wherein, 
"  according  to  the  Tradition  of  the  Country,  thofe 
"  People  generally  die  who  are  fuck'd  by  Vampires. 
<c  Upon  this  a  Story  was  called  to  mind,  that  this 
*c  Arnold  Paul  had  told  in  his  Life-time,  viz.  that 
**  at  CoJJova  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  Turkijh  Servia, 
"  he  had  been  tormented  by  a  Vampire  3  (now  the 
"  eftablifned  Opinion  is,  that  a  Perfon  fuck'd  by  a 
"  Vampire,  becomes  a  Vampire  himfelf,  and  fucks 
"  in  his  Turn.)     But  that  he  had  found  a  way  to 

"  rid 
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««  rid  himfelf  of  this  Evil,  by  eating  fome  of  the 
c<  Earth  out  of  the  Vampire's  Grave,  and  rubbing 
"  himfelf  with  his  Blood.  This  Precaution  how- 
"  ever  did  not  hinder  his  becoming  a  Vampire  ;  in- 
"  fomuch  that  his  Body  being  taken  up  forty  Days 
"  after  his  Death,  all  the  Marks  of  a  notorious 
"  Vampire  were  found  thereon.  His  Complexion 
"  was  frefh,  his  Hair,  Nails,  and  Beard  were 
"  grown;  he  was  full  of  fluid  Blood,  which  ran 
"  from  all  Parts  of  his  Body  upon  his  Shroud.  The 
"  Hadnagy  or  Bailiff  of  the  Place,  who.  was  prcfent 
"  at  the  taking  of  him  up,  and  who  was  a  Perfon 
"  well  acquainted  with  Vampirifrn,  caufed  a  fharp 
cc  Stake  to  be  thruft,  as  the  Cuftom  is,  through  the 
"  Heart  of  Arnold  Paul,  and  alfo  quite  through  his 
"  Body  ;  whereupon  he  cried  cut  dreadfully  as  if  he 
"  had  been  alive.  This  done,  they  cut  off  his  Head, 
"  burnt  his  Body,  and  threw  the  Afhes,  thereof  into 
M  the  Saave.  They  took  the  feme  Meafures  with 
"  the  Bodies  of  thofe  Perfons  who  had  died  of 
M  Vampirifrn,  for  fear  that  they  fnould  fail  to  fuck- 
"  ing  in  their  Turns. 

"  All  thefe  prudent  Steps  did  not  hinder  the  fame 
<c  Mifchief  from  breaking  out  again  about  five 
"  Years  afterwards,  when  feveral  People  in  the 
"  fame  Village  died  in  a  very  odd  manner.  In  the 
"  fpace  of  three  Months,  feventeen  Perfons  of  all 
"  Ages  and  Sexes  died  of  Vampirifrn,  fome  fud- 
"  denly,  and  fome  after  two  or  three  Days  fuftcr- 
c'  ing.  Amongfl:  others  there  was  one  Stanojka^ 
"  the  Daughter  of  a  Hcyduke,  whofe  Name  was 
"  Jovitzo,  who  2;oing  to  Bed  in  perfect  Health, 
"  waked  in  the  middle  of  the  Night,  and  making. 
"  a  terrible  Outcry,  affirmed  that  the  Son  of  a  cer- 
il  tain  Hcyduke  whofe  Name  was  Mill?,  and  who 
"  had  been  dead  about  three  Weeks,  had  attempt- 
"  ed  to  ftrangle  her  in  her  Sleep.  She  continued 
G  3  "  from 
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"  from  that  time  in  a  languifhing  Condition,    and 

44  in  the  Space    of   three  Days  died.     What  this 

"  Girl  had  (aid,  difcovered  the  Son   of  Millo  to  be 

4;  a  Vampire.     They  took  up  the  Body,  and  found 

44  him  fo  in  effect.     The  principal  Perfons  of  the 

44  Place,  particularly  the   Phyfician  and  Surgeons, 

44  began  to  examine  very  narrowly,  how,  in  fpite 

44  of  ail  their  Precautions,    Vampirifm    had  again 

44  broke  out  in  fo  terrible  a  manner.     After  a  ftricl: 

44  Inquifition,  they  found  that  the  deceafed   Arnold 

44  Paul  had  not  only  fuck'd  the  four  Perfons  before 

44  mentioned,  but  likewife  feveral  Beafts,  of  whom 

16  the  new  Vampires    had   eaten,    particularly  the 

44  Son  of  Millo.     Induced  by  thefe  Circumftances, 

44  they  took  a  Refolution,  of  digging  up  the  Bo- 

44  dies  of  all  Perfons  who  had  died  within  a  certain 

44  time.     They  did  fo,  and  amongft  forty  Bodies, 

44  there    were    found    feventeen    evidently    Vam- 

44  pires.     Through  the  Hearts  of  thefe  they  drove 

44  Stakes,  cut  off  their   Heads,    burnt  the  Bodies, 

44  and  threw  the  Afhes  into  the  River.     All  the 

44  Informations  we  have  been  fpeaking  of  were  ta- 

44  ken  in  a  legal  way,  and  all  the  Executions  were 

44  alfo  fo    performed,    as    appears    by    Certificates 

44  drawn  up  in  full  Form,  atteffed  by  feveral  Offi- 

44  cers  in  the  neighbouring  Garrifons,  by  the  Sur- 

44  geons  of  feveral  Regiments,  and  the  principal  In- 

44  habitants  of  the  Place.     The  verbal  Procefs  was 

44  fent  towards  the  latter  End  of  laft  January  to  the 

44  Council  of  War  at  Vienna ,  who  thereupon   efta- 

44  blifhed  afpecial  Commiflion  to  examine  into  thefe 

44  Facts.     Thofe  juft  now  mentioned  were  attefted 

44  by  the  Hadnagi  Barriarar,  the  principal  Hey  duke 

44  of  the  Village,  as  alfo  by  Battuer,  firft  Lieute- 

44  nant  of  Prince   Alexander   of  Wirtemberg^  Flick- 

44  Jlenger^  Surgeon  Major  of  the  Regiment  of  Fur- 

44  Jiembergi 
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cc  ftembergy  three  other  Surgeons  of  the   fame  Regi- 
"  ment,  and  feveral  other  Perfons. 

I  thought  proper,  my  dear  Ifaac,  to  lay  before 
you  all  the  ftrange  Stories  that  have  been  related  of 
Vampires,  that  you  might  the  better  judge  of  the 
Matter,  and  that  the  Circumftances  of  one  Story 
might  ferve  to  enlighten  another.  I  fhall  impatient- 
ly expect  your  Sentiments,  and  in  the  mean  time 
fhall  give  you  my  own  freely. 

There  are  two  different  Methods  whereby  the 
Falfity  of  this  Opinion,  that  dead  Perfons  can  re- 
turn and  fuck  the  living  may  be  demonftrated  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  the  Fa£l  may  be  (hewn  to  be  impoflible. 
Firft,  by  explaining  by  the  means  of  phyfical 
Caufes  all  that  is  attributed  to  Vampirifm ;  and  fe- 
condly,  by  denying  totally  the  Truth  of  thefe  Sto- 
ries, which  I  take  to  be  the  fafeft  and  wifeft  way. 
But  inafmuch  as  the  Names  of  the  Perfons  who  have 
figned  this  Relation  give  fuch  an  Authority  thereto, 
as  ferves  to  render  it  credible  ;  I  mall,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  fhew  how  little  RefpecT:  is  due  to  thefe  Au- 
thorities in  Philofophical  Matters,  admit  that  feveral 
Perfons  have  died  of  that  Malady,  which  is  called 
Vampirifm. 

I  lay  this  down  as  a  Principle,  that  it  is  poflible 
to  find  Bodies,  which  after  having  been  fome  Days 
interred,  have  fluid  Blood  in  their  Veins ;  1  likewife 
aflert  that  it  is  an  eafy  Matter  for  People  to  fancy 
that  they  have  been  fucked  by  Vampires,  and  fo  to 
terrify  themfelves  by  thefe  Apprehenfions,  as  in  a 
fhort  time  to  die  of  Fright :  For  having  their  Heads 
full  all  Day  of  thefe  ftrange  Stories,  what  Wonder 
is  it,  if  at  Night,  and  in  their  Dreams,  thefe  Ideas 
fhould  ftill  difturb  their  Imagination,  and  produce 
that  Effec~l  which  Terror  often  produces,  immediate 
or  confequential  Death  ?  How  often  have  we  feen 
Perfons  die  away  on  the  News  of  fome  terrible  Mis- 
G  4  fortune  I 
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fortune  ?    How   frequently  has    even  exceffive  Joy 
produced  the  lame  Effect  ? 

In  examining  the  Stcry  of  the  Death  of  thefe  pre- 
tended Martyrs  to  Vampirifm,  I  difcover  all  the 
Marks  of  an  epidemic  Fanatieifm,  and  I  fee  clearly 
that  the  Impreflions  of  their  own  Fears  was  the 
true  Caufe  of  their  Deftru&ion.  Mark  the  Story 
of  the  Hey  duke  %  Daughter  ;  fne  went  to  Bed  well, 
awakened  in  the  middle  of  the  Night,  cry'd  out  that 
fhe  had  been  attack'd  by  a  Vampire,  named  a  cer- 
tain dead  Perfon  fhe  had  been  thinking  of,  conti- 
nued in  a  languishing  Condition  for  fome  Days,  and 
then  died.  Whoever  has  Eyes,  and  ever  fo  little 
Notion  of  Philofophy,  will  eafily  difcern  that  this 
pretended  Vampirifm  is  the  pure  Effects  of  a  heated 
Imagination.  Here  is  a  Girl  who,  by  her  crying 
out,  pretends  to  have  avoided  being  fuck'd  by  a 
Vampire  ;  certain  it  is  that  fhe  efcaped  the  three 
other  Nights,  when  to  be  fure  there  were  People 
who  fat  up  with  her.  Is  not  this  a  clear  and  de- 
monflrative  Proof,  that  fhe  did  not  die  of  Vampi- 
rifm, but  of  Terror,  Apprehenfion  and  Melan- 
choly ? 

Thofe  who  have  been  in  Places  afflicted  with  the 
Plague,  know  by  Experience  what  ftrange  Confe- 
rences Fear  can  produce.  The  Moment  a  Man 
is  a  little  out  of  Order,  he  takes  it  for  granted  that 
he  is  flruck  with  the  epidemick  Malady,  and  this 
alarms  him  fo  much,  that  'tis  ten  to  one  if  he  ef- 
capes.  The  Chevalier  de  Ma'iftn  told  me  at  Parisy 
that  being  at  Marfeilles  when  the  Plague  raged 
there,  he  actually  knew  an  Inftance  of  a  Woman's 
dying  with  Fear  on  her  Maid's  being  feized  with 
an  Ague,  which  fhe  took  for  the  Plague.  This 
Woman's  Daughter  alio  fell  into  a  mortal  Illnefs 
from  the  fame  Caufe.  Two  other  Perfons  in  the 
fame  Houfe  took  their  Beds,  fent    for  a  Phyfician, 

and 
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and  told  him  they  had  the  Plague.  The  fame  Phy- 
fician  vifited  the  Maid-Servant,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Perfons  who  were  Tick,  and  afTurcd  them  that  none 
of  them  had  the  Plague,  advifed  them  to  rife,  to 
go  about  the  Houfe,  and  to  live  as  they  were  wont, 
and  not  to  frighten  themfelves.  But  with  refpe6t 
to  the  Miftrefs  of  the  Family,  his  Care  was  all  in 
vain,  for  in  the  fpace  of  two  Days,  as  I  have  told 
you,  fhe  died  of  mere  Apprehenfion. 

Let  me  now,  my  Friend,  examine  the  firfl  Re- 
lation, That  of  the  young  Man  who  died  by  be- 
ing fuck'd  by  his  dead  Father  ;  be  pleafed  to  con- 
fider  the  Circumflances,  and  you  will  fee  that  he 
died  in  truth  of  Fear,  of  Folly,  or  of  the  Vapours. 
The  Story  he  told  his  Neighbours  the  firil  Morning, 
is  a  Proof  that  his  Imagination  was  difturbed,  and 
that  he  was  excemvely  frighted.  This  firft  Attack 
of  his  ill-grounded  Fear,  ferved  to  dillemper  his 
Reafon,  and  to  render  him  lefs  able  to  refill  the 
next  Return  of  his  Pannick.  Accordingly,  when 
it  did  furprize  him,  it  produced  the  Effect  which 
might  naturally  be  expected  ;  it  overcame  his  ani- 
mal Spirits,  and  deprived  him  of  Life.  You  will 
take  Notice,  my  dear  l/aac,  that  this  did  not  hap- 
pen the  next  Night,  very  probably  for  this  Reafon, 
becaufe  his  Neighbours  watched  with  him,  and 
thereby  kept  up  his  Courage  ;  or  in  other  Words 
parry 'd  the  Attack. 

I  come  next  to  fpeak  of  the  dead  Bodies  which 
were  found  full  of  Blood,  their  Beards,  Nails,  and 
Hair  of  their  Heads  grown,  and  all  the  other  Cir- 
cumflances.  Of  all  thefe  flrange  Things,  if  we  ad- 
mit the  Truth  of  any  part,  we  fliall  be  as  com- 
plaifant  as  can  be  expected  ;  for  to  be  fure  the 
greatell  part  of  the  Circum (lances  were  pure  Ima- 
gination. All  Philofophers  know  how  ready  the 
People  in  general  are,  and  even  what  a  Propenfiy 
G  5  there 
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there  is  in  fome  Hiftorians  to  magnify  whatever 
has  the  Air  of  being  fupernatural.  However,  not 
to  infift  too  much  upon  this,  it  is  far  from  being 
impoflible  to  account  phyfically  for  thefe  Circum- 
ftances. 

Experience  teaches  us,  that  there  are  certain 
Earths  which  have  a  Property  of  preferving  Bodies 
put  into  them  for  a  long  Time  as  frefh  as  when 
they  were  put  into  the  Ground.  The  Reafons  of 
which  have  been  fo  often  ftated,  that  it  would  be 
tedious,  and  at  the  fame  time  needlefs  in  me  to  re- 
peat them.  At  Thouhufe  there  is  a  Vault  belong- 
ing to  the  Church  of  a  Monaftery,  where  dead 
Bodies  remain  fo  entire,  that  even  after  two  hun- 
dred Years  Continuance  there,  they  feem  as  freih 
as  when  firft  buried  ;  they  fet  them  againft  the 
Wall  in  their  ordinary  Clothes,  and  they  look  as  if 
they  were  alive.  What  is  ftill  more  extraordina- 
ry, Bodies  buried  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Vault, 
become  Food  for  Worms  in  a  Day  or  two  at 
moil. 

As  to  the  growing  of  the  Nails,  the  Hair,  and 
the  Beard,  the  fame  Thing  is  frequently  obferved 
in  dead  Bodies  in  all  Places.  So  long  as  there  re- 
mains any  Moifture  in  the  Body,  we  need  not  be 
furprized  if  thofe  Parts  grow  which  require  only 
Moifture  to  fupply  them. 

The  Fluidnefs  of  the  Blood,  and  its  being  found 
liquid  in  the  Veins,  feems  the  greateft  Difficulty  ; 
and  yet  even  this  may  be  fo  well  accounted  for  by 
phyfical  Caufes,  as  to  (hut  out  all  Neceflity  of  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  Miracles.  With  refpecl  to  this,  I 
fay,  that  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  rarifying  the  nitrous 
.Damps  in  the  Graves,  where  the  Bodies  lie,  enables 
thereby  many  of  thofe  nitrous  Particles  to  infinuate 
themfelves  into  the  Body,  where  entring  the  Biood, 
and  caufing  a  Fermentation^  they  may  diflolve  that 
I  Coagulum 
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Coagulwn  occasioned  by  Death,  and  make  it  by  de- 
grees, not  flow  indeed,  but  become  liquid  in  the 
Veins.  This  is  the  more  probable,  becaufe  fome- 
thing  like  it  may  be  performed  by  a  very  eafy  Ex- 
periment. For  if  we  boil  in  a  Pipkin  two  Parts  of 
Milk,  with  one  of  Oil  of  Tartar,  the  Liquor  will 
become  red,  becaufe  the  Salts  in  the  Tartar  diflblve 
the  oily  Parts  in  the  Milk,  and  turn  it  into  a  kind 
of  Blood  ;  it  is  true  that  Blood  is  naturally  of  a  more 
florid  Colour,  but  it  differs  very  little  in  Confiftence. 
There  is  therefore  nothing  impoflible  in  this  Suppo- 
fition,  that  the  Juices  in  the  dead  Body,  by  nitrous 
Particles  fermenting  with  them,  may  furnifh  a  Li- 
quor nearly  refembling  Blood  ;  efpecially  if  we  con- 
iider  that  thefe  Juices  in  their  natural  State  are  very 
oily,  and  confequentl/  muft  by  fuch  a  Fermentation 
be  of  a  very  high  Co(our. 

You  fee,  dear  Ifaat9  that  without  abfolutely  de- 
nying every  Particular  in  the  Certificates,  if  is  very 
poflible  to  rid  ourfelves  of  the  ftrangeft  Circum- 
ftances  in  thefe  Stories.  To  fay  the  Truth,  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  give  any  Credit  to  them, 
however  attefted  :  For  either  thefe  Vampires  actu- 
ally go  out  to  fuck,  or  they  do  not.  If  they  go 
out,  then  they  muft  be  vifible,  or  they  muft  be  in- 
vifible,  as  it  mould  feem  they  are ;  for  upon  com- 
ing to  the  Afliftance  of  thofe  who  cry  out,  there  is 
nothing  to  be  feen.  It  follows  then  that  the  Bo- 
dies do  not  go  out.  This  Point  being  gained,  we 
muft  fuppofe  that  it  is  the  Soul.  Now  the  Soul  is 
cither  fpiritual,  or  compofed  of  a  very  fubtile  Mat- 
ter ;  fhall  we  fuppofe  then,  that  in  this  fubtile  Mat- 
ter the  Blood  is  carried  to  the  Grave,  and  there 
poured  into  the  Body  ?  Is  not  this  fending  the  Soul 
of  a  ft  range  Errand  ?  To  fay  the  Truth,  my  dear 
JfaaC)  I  am  afnamed  to  fpend  fo  much  Time  in  ex- 
G  6  pofing 
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pofing  Vampirifm,  and  find  myfclf  precifely  in  the 
Situation  of  that  Nazarene  Doctor,  who  faid,  that 
he  blufhed  for  thofe  whom  he  refuted,  and  at  the 
Neceffity  he  was  under  of  fpeaking  to  them  in  fuch 
Terms  *.  I  told  you  at  firft,  that  there  was  very 
fmall  heed  to  be  given  to  thefe  wonderful  Certifi- 
cates, which  when  thoroughly  examined,  have  really 
very  little  Authority. 

Farewel,  Ifaac,  live  well,  contented  and  hap- 

py- 

London, 


LETTER     CXXXVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  On  is, 
Caraite9  formerly  a  Rabbi,  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

♦TpHERE  are  in  this  Country,  dear  Ifaac,  as 
"*  many  different  Seels  as  in  Holland.  The 
Englijh  are  too  jealous  of  their  Liberty  to  fubmit 
to  the  Neceffity  of  thinking  in  one  Way,  or  to  be 
with-held  from  finking  cut  now  and  then,  to  fee 
what  fort  of  Country  the  Land  of  Error  is.  They 
will  make  ufe  of  their  Reafon  in  all  their   Actions, 

*  Sedjam  purfet  me  if  a  refellere,  dim  eos  non  puduerit 
ijla  fentite.  Cum  <vero  aufi  fnt  etio.m  ea  defender e9  ncn 
jam  eorum,  fed  itfius  Generis  bum  am  y  me  pudet^  cujus  cu- 
res kac  ftrt  e  potucmnt.     Aug.  Epiih  LVI. 

and 
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and  can  by  no  means  think  of  becoming  Slaves  to 
the  Notions  of  fome  particular  Divines. 

Though  every  Man  be  at  liberty  in  England  to 
follow  what  Religion  he  pleafes,  yet  what  is  em- 
phatically called  the  Church  prevails.  The  King, 
and  all  the  People  of  Quality  almoft  are  Members 
thereof,  and  fome  of  them  zealous  enough.  It  is 
requifite  to  profefs  one's  felf  a  Churchman,  in  or- 
der to  poflefs  any  Office  or  Employment  in  the 
State  in  England  or  Ireland.  The  very  Name  im- 
plies that  it  is  the  chief  Faith,  and  as  it  were  the 
Religion  of  the  State.  The  Nonconforming  how- 
ever do  not  ufually  call  it  the  Church,  or  its  Mem- 
bers Churchmen,  but  cavalierly  enough  the  Parti- 
zans  of  the  Bifhops  ;  for  whatever  the  Englijh  may 
have  borrowed  from  the  Sentiments  of  Calvin^  their 
Common-Prayer,  and  their  Church  Ceremonies,  fa- 
vour not  at  all  of  that  Divine  :  on  the  contrary,  they 
come  nearer  to  the  Church  of  Rome^  efpecially  in 
their  Cathedral  Worfhip,  which  hath  a  very  great 
Refemblance  thereto.  The  Bimops,  who  are  in 
number  twenty-fix,  have  their  Archdeacons,  who 
have  Jurifdic~tion  over  the  Priefts  in  their  Diocefes. 
All  the  Clergy,  of  whatever  Degree,  are  very  ex- 
act in  receiving  their  Tithes,  and  other  ecclefi- 
aftical  Dues  ;  thefe,  however  popifh,  they  confci- 
entioufly  retain,  and  very  pioufly  fenced  againft  the 
Reformation's  breaking  in  here.  The  Bifhops  have 
even  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  but  as  the 
Canon  Law  does  not  permit  them  to  give  their 
Voices  in  Matters  of  Blood,  fo  when  their  Enemies 
are  to  be  deftroyed,  they  can  do  no  more  than  ca- 
bal againft  them. 

While  the  Englijh  were  yet  in  the  Humour  of 
burning  Proteftants  for  the  Glory  of  God,  the 
fingle  Determination  of  one  of  thefe  Pontiffs  fent 
a  Man  to  the  Stake.     At  prefent  there  is  nothing 

like 
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like  this,  People  of  all  Religions  are  fafe  from  Fire, 
tho'  not  from  the  Rage  of  the  Ecclefiafticks.    The 
Priefts  of  the  different  Seels  hate  one  another  mor- 
tally, and  their  ill  Humour  frequently  diffufes   itfelf 
thro'  their  Flocks.    There  have  been  fome  Bifhops 
who  would  have  given  ten  Years  Revenue  to  have 
indulged  themfelves  their  full  Swing  in  perfecuting 
the  Nonconform  ifts  ;    as  thefe  again,   on  the  other 
hand,  would  be  infinitely  overjoyed,  could  they  but 
abfolutely  extinguish  Epifcopacy,    and  deftroy  that 
prieftly  Pomp,  the  Sight  of  which  they  bear  with 
fo  much  Pain.    For  you  muff  know,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fundamental  Points  are  the  fame  with 
Churchmen,  and  with  Prefbyterians,  yet  that  Heat 
with  which  they  efpoufe  thofe  Differences,  which 
all  of  them  own  to  be  uneffential,    is  fo  violent, 
that  it  has  fometimes  come  to  fhedding  of  Blood. 
Thus  by  an  incomprehenfible  Madnefs,  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  Papifts  ardently  endeavour  the  De- 
finition of  all  Proteftants,   Proteftants  themfelves 
contribute  to  facilitate  their  Defigns   by  mutually 
deftroying  each  other,   or  at  leaft  contributing  to 
each    other's    Deftruction,    only  becaufe  they  are 
called   by  the  different  Names  of  Churchmen   and 
Prefbyterians.     You  may  very  poflibly  be  defirous 
of  knowing  what  are  the  Sources  of  thefe  Divi- 
fions ;    it  is  by  chance  in  my  Power  to  give  you 
fome  Account  of  this  Matter,  efpecially  in  refpecr. 
to  the  French  and  Walloon  Prefbyterian  Refugees  in 
England. 

I  was  going  t'other  Day  with  one  of  my  Friends 
by  the  French  Church,  he  defired  I  would  go  in 
and  hear  the  Sermon  :  You  know  it  is  a  Cuftom 
with  me  to  go  into  the  Places  of  Devotion  of  all 
Seels,  in  order  the  better  to  comprehend  their 
Doclrines,  and  their  Ceremonies ;  I  therefore  rea- 
dily agreed  to  his  Propofal,    and  in  we  went.     I 

was 
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was  perfectly  ravifhed  with  the  modeft  and  fober 
Beginning  of  the  Preacher's  Difcourfe ;    yet  before 
he  had  well  opened  it,  I  heard  a  prodigious  Noife 
in  the  Church.    All  who  were  prefent  began  to  acl: 
like   the  Convulfionifts    in   France,    one    cough'd, 
another  fneez'd,  fome  {hook  their  Heads,  molt  of 
them  put  their  Hands  to  their  Hats ;  but  above  all, 
fome  People  in  a  Gallery  over-againft  me  feemed 
to  lofe  all  fort  of  Patience ;    they  fpread  out  their 
Arms,  and  put  themfelves  into  fuch  ridiculous  Poftures 
that  I  could  not  forbear  afking  my  Friend  what 
was  the  matter  :    But  guefs  my  Surprize,  when  on 
turning  towards  him,    I  faw  him  playing  Tricks 
like  the   reft.     Lord  blefs  me,   faid  I,  what  is   the 
matter  ?    Is  it  thus  you  behave  in  a  Place  of  Public^ 
Worflnp  !     Let  us  go  out,  faid  he,  /  find  it  is  i??i- 
pojjible  for  ?ne  to  keep  my  Temper,  or  to  avoid  giving 
a  publick  Tefti?nony  of  the  jujl  Senfe  I  have  of  the 
Affront  offered  to  our  Church.     Upon   this,    up  he 
ftarted,  and  out  he  went,  followed  by  at  leaft  three 
Fourths  of  the  Congregation.     Pray  tell  me,    faid 
I,  when  we  were  in  the  Street,  what  this  Matter 
is  ;    Is  there  in  your  Religion  any  Feajls  ivhich  ap- 
proach the  ancient  Bacchanalia,  or  have  your  Priejh 
the  Power  of  turning  your  Heads  before  they  have 
well  opened  their  Mouths  f    Ah  !  that  Preacher,  faid 
he,  hath  violated  one  of  our  mojl  J acred  Rites  ;    / 
will  tell  you  his   Crime  ;    he  had  the  AJfurance   to 
preach  tvithout  putting  on  his  Hat.     Blefs  me,    re- 
ply'd   I,    what    great  Harm  was    there  in    that  ? 
JVould  his  Doclrine  have  been  a  grain  the  zvorfe  on 
this  Account  ?     Do  you  think  that  having  a  Hat  on 
alters  a  Man's  Thoughts,  or  that  it  gives  him  clearer 
or  brighter  Ideas,  than  if  his  Head  zvas  uncovered  ? 
I  now  begin  to  under/land  what  you  all  meant  by  clap- 
ping  your  Hands  to  your  Hats ;  at  firft  I  mujl  own 
that  I  thought  you  were  all  dijlracled.     It  were  to 

be 
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be  wijtid,  faid  my  Friend,  that  we  hadftill  hadlefs 
Patience,  and  that  we  had  ordered  the  Man  to  hold 
his  tongue  ;  tuhat  will  the  7 For  Id  fay,  when  they  Jh  all 
hear  what  has  pajfcd  at  our  IVorJhip  To-day  f  They 
will  think  us  a  fort  of  amphibious  Creatures ;  they 
will  expecl  next  to  fee  us  go  to  the  ejlabliflfd  Church  : 
This  comes  of  the  Folly  of  letting  Jlrange  Mini/iers 
preach  without  acquainting  them  with  the  Rules  and 
Orders  of  cur  Congregation. 

Surprized  at  what  I  heard,  I  could  not  help  fay- 
ing, And  do  you  place  this  among  the  Number  of  the 
Grievances  which  keep  you  out  of  what  the  People  call 
here  the  Church  ?  T&s  !  faid  he  haftily,  I  do ;  their 
Bowing,  their  Vejlments,  their  Surplices,  and  their 
Epifcopal  Robes  are  like  this,  and  all  impure  Rags 
of  Popery.  It  feems  then,  returned  I,  that  you  dif- 
pute  warmly  about  Trifles.  How  is  it  poffible,  that 
you  who  look  upon  all  Ceremonies  as  indifferent,  Jhould 
noftvithjlanding  believe  there  is  any  thing  in  a  Mari  s 
Weari?jg  a  longer  or  a  foorter  Garment,  in  his  ap- 
pearing in  a  black  Robe  or  a  white  ?  Did  your  Le- 
giflator,  and  his  primitive  Difciples  leave  you  Pat- 
terns for  Clothes  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  your  f acred 
Books  about  how  many  Ells  of  Stuff  are  to  enter  into 
a  PrieJVs  Garment? 

My  Pleafantries  were  very  far  from  pleafing  my 
Friend,  who  was  a  zealous  Pre(byterian.  I  fee,  fays 
he,  you  affecl  to  jujiify  the  Church,  yet  let  me  tell 
you,  that  you  acl  in  this  contrary  to  the  Jews,  who 
follow  our  Cuflom  in  their  Synagogue.  That  is  true, 
faid  I,  becaufe  it  is  our  CuJlo?n,  and  univerfally  re- 
ceived among jl  the  Ifraelites.  We  acl  in  this  refpecJ 
uniformly  in  all  Countries  where  the  People  drefs  in 
JVigs,  and  zvhere  they  drefs  in  Turbans  -,  amongji 
the  Turks,  the  Perfians,  &c.  we  never  uncover  our 
Heads.  But  we  look  upon  this  purely  as  a  Civil 
Ritey  and  not  at  all  as  a  Thing  cjfential  to  Religion. 

Yqu 
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You  do  ivell,  rcply'd  my  Friend,  you  have  a  Right  to 
aSi  as  you  pleafe,  and  fo  have  we  ;  while  there  are 
French  and  Walloon  Prefbyterians,  there  will, 
Thanks  be  to  God,  be  found  Men  who  will  Jlick  to 
their  own  Cujloms,  a?id  preach  with  their  Hats  ony 
iu  fpight  of  all  the  lordly  Prelates  upon  Earth.  Say- 
ing this,  he  turned  about,  and  left  me  abruptly, 
and  with  an  Air  of  Difcontent. 

You  muft  not  be  furprized,  my  dear  Ifaac,  at 
this  want  of  Decorum  in  my  Friend,  or  at  the 
Intemperance  of  his  Zeal.  The  Prefbyterians  in 
general  are  exceflively  prejudiced  in  favour  of  their 
Mode  of  Wormip,  and  of  all  their  Cuftoms.  They 
are  morofe  and  very  petulant,  and  have  no  fort  of 
Complaifance,  if  you  attempt  in  the  verieft  Trifle 
to  put  them  out  of  their  way.  The  greater  Credit 
their  Adverfaries  have,  the  greater  Obftinacy  they 
put  on.  It  would  be  an  eafier  Talk  to  perfuade  the 
Janfenifts.  to  accept  the  Bull  Unigenitus,  than  to 
perfuade  the  Prefbyterians  to  put  their  Hats  on  when 
the  Pfalms  are  fung,  or  to  put  them  off,  when  they 
are  only  read.  Behold,  dear  Ifaac,  for  what  Whim- 
fies  thefe  People  contend.  A  Man  muft  be  very 
fond  of  the  Title  of  Nonconformity,  who  merely 
for  the  Sake  thereof  would  refufe  to  quit  fuch  ridi- 
culous Cuftoms. 

You  muft  not  fancy  that  the  Churchmen  in 
this  Country,  are  a  grain  more  reafonable,  or  lefs 
whimfical.  If  one  of  their  Preachers  was  to  put 
on  his  Hat,  it  would  put  his  whole  Congregation 
in  a  Flame ;  and  they  had  rather  fee  all  the  Non- 
conformifts  in  the  Univerfe  perim,  than  fhew  them 
fo  much  brotherly  Love  and  Tendernefs  as  to  part 
with  their  Surplice,  or  the  feveral  Genuflexions  of 
their  Clergy  in  the  Celebration  of  Divine  Service. 
You  are  an  obftinate  Crew,  fay  they  imperioufly  to 
the  Prefbyterians,    who  will   not  be  perfuaded  to 

liften 
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liften  to  the  Church  in  Things  which  are  con- 
fessedly indifferent.  You  are  Perfecutors,  reply  the 
Prefbyterians  fiercely,  inafmuch  as  you  would  ty- 
rannically fubjecl:  us  to  Cuftoms  of  human  Inven- 
tion. It  is  precifely  becaufe  they  are  indifferent, 
that  you  are  inexcusable,  becaufe  while  you  confefs 
them  to  be  fuch,  you  would  compel  us  to  receive 
and  to  fubmit  to  them,  tho'  we  know  this  to  be  a 
Thing  indifferent. 

The  Drefs  and  Countenances  of  the  Prefbyteri- 
ans, efpecially  of  their  Preachers,  anfwers  exactly 
their  true  Character  ;  they  walk  gravely,  and  with 
a  very  ftifF  Air  ;  their  Heads  and  Faces  are  in  a 
manner  hid  by  overgrown  Hats,  and  their  Shoulders 
covered  with  a  moft  enormous  large  Cloak.  If 
one  of  thefe  Reverend  Perfons  was  to  appear  at 
Paris,  he  would  be  taken  for  fome  grave  old  Di* 
vine,  who  by  appealing  to  fome  future  Council,  had 
embarafs'd  himfelf  with  his  Bifhcp,  and  was  in  ab- 
folute  Difgrace  at  Court. 

A  Clergyman  of  the  Church  is  quite  another 
Creature ;  he  is  drefTed  in  a  light  eafy  Caflbck, 
tied  with  a  Surcingle  ;  over  this  he  wears  a  large 
flowing  and  magnificent  Robe,  very  gracefully  ga- 
thered on  his  Shoulders  into  a  hundred  Plaits ;  a 
good  Wig  well  powdered,  or  light  enough  to  want 
none,  fets  off  his  Face,  and  an  excellent  good 
Beaver  with  a  comely  Hat-band  and  Rofe  fur- 
mount  this.  Thus  equipped,  they  refemble  ftrong- 
ly  the  better  fort  of  Ecclefiafticks  in  France,  who 
pique  themfelves  upon  Drefs,  and  are  frequently 
to  be  met  with  in  great  Cities,  haughty,  fuperb, 
and  fcornful.  Such  a  Clergyman  looks  down  on 
other  Mortals  as  pitiful  Infe&s  fcarce  worthy  of 
his  Attention,  confidering  himfelf  as  already  a 
Bifhop,  and  in  confequence  thereof  a  Member  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.     Glad  at  his  heart  to  fee  the 

Prefby- 
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Prefbyterians  exprefs  a  Diflike  at  his  Grandeur, 
laughing  within  himfelf  to  think  that  this  very  Dif- 
like keeps  them  out  of  the  Road  of  acquiring  it ; 
and  inftead  of  defiring  to  unite  him  and  the  reft  of 
the  Nonconformifts  to  the  Faith  he  profefTes,  he 
thinks  of  nothing  but  forcing  their  Obedience,  which 
without  Ceremony  he  practices  whenever  it  lies  in  his 
Power.  In  a  word,  fierce  and  untraceable,  becaufe 
he  is  of  the  eftablifh'd  Religion,  he  would  have  all 
Things  bend  before  him -,  and  to  paint  him  to  the 
Life,  do  but  figure  to  yourfelf,  Ifaac,  a  Jefuit,  who 
to  convert  all  the  Proteftants  in  the  World,  would 
not  part  with  a  fingle  Lamp  which  burns  before  the 
Image  of  St.  Ignatius,  the  Chief  and  Lawgiver  of 
his  Order. 

I  own  that  when  I  left  Paris,  I  thought  I  had 
loft  for  ever  the  Janfenijls  and  the  Molinijls ;  but 
fince  my  Arrival  in  England,  I  have  found  them 
again  in  the  Churchmen  and  DifTenters,  who  have 
copied  them  fo  perfectly,  that  if  Miracles  were  in 
fafhion  here,  as  in  France  and  in  Italy,  I  mould  not 
queftion  in  the  leaft  feeing  now  and  then  an  Englijh 
Prelate  canonized,  for  having  been  zealous  in  per- 
fecting Non  Cons,  or  many  DifTenters  in  Convul- 
fions  at  the  Grave  of  fome  Saint  Paris  of  their  own 
Fraternity. 

The  Englijh  make  a  Jeft  of  the  religious  Difputes 
which  at  this  Day  divide  France,  and  they  have 
certainly  Reafon.  There  cannot  be  a  greater 
Weaknefs,  or  a  more  flagrant  Sign  of  Superftition 
amongft  any  Nation,  than  their  being  the  Dupes 
of  the  Hatred,  Ambition,  and  falfe  Faith  of  cer- 
tain bold  Ecclefiafticks,  who  under  pretence  of  en- 
lightening certain  Points  of  Doctrine,  difturb  So- 
ciety, and  in  the  End  intereft  the  State  in  their 
petty  Quarrels.  After  all,  are  not  the  Englijh  how- 
ever in  the  fame  Condition  with  the  French  f    Are 

not 
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not  the  Church  Divines  as  defirous  of  inflaming 
their  Zealots  againft  the  Nonconformifts  ?  If  it 
depended  upon  them,  will  they  not  force  all  the 
World  to  blind  Obedience,  even  tho'  it  were  at 
the  Expence  of  half  Mankind  ?  Are  not  they  in- 
finitely delighted  with  that  Share  they  have  in  the 
Government,  and  do  they  not  make  the  utmoft 
Ufe  of  it  they  are  able  ?  In  fhort,  Can  there  be 
found  a  more  perfect  Copy  of  the  French  Jefuit, 
than  in  the  Englijh  High-Churchman  ?  Or  can  two 
People  refemble  each  other  more  than  the  Prefby- 
terian  and  the  Janfenifl  ?  Thefe.laft  are  equally 
obflinate  in  their  Opinions ;  they  declaim  constantly 
and  loudly  againft  all  Honours  and  Preferments, 
with  which  however  it  is  impoffible  that  either 
fhould  be  troubled.  They  affect,  a  morofe  Air,  a 
Twang  through  the  Nofe  in  Preaching,  a  kind  of 
Stjuerpo  Drefs,  are  declared  Enemies  to  Pleafure, 
hate  their  Enemies  devoutly,  are  exceffively  ambi- 
tious ;  and  cloak  all  thefe  hopeful  Qualities  with 
exteriour  Piety.  Can  Mortals  refemble  one  another 
more  perfecUy  ? 

You  muft  therefore,  dear  Ifaac9  acknowledge, 
that  the  Englijh  very  unjuftly  reproach  the  French 
with  the  Troubles  which  Molinifm  and  Janfenif?n 
create  in  their  Country.  It  would  be  eafy  for  the 
French  to  juftify  themfelves  by  recriminating.  I  do 
admit,  that  the  Madnefs  of  one  People  cannot  juf- 
tify the  Madnefs  of  another,  but  however  it  may 
ferve  to  excufe  it.  Every  where  if  you  find  Di- 
vines, you  find  amongft  them  Ambition,  Jealoufy, 
Vanity,  and  of  confequence  Difputes  and  Perfec- 
tion. The  common  People  but  too  readily  adhere 
to  different  Opinions,  juft  as  they  ftrike  them.  They 
have  neither  Senfe  enough  to  fathom  them,  nor 
Prudence  enough  to  avoid  them.  We  need  not  then 
be  aftonifhed  that  they  follow  blindly  the  Guides 

they 
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they  have  made  choice  of.  At  London  the  State 
ads  with  refpe£t  to  the  Church  and  the  Prefbyte- 
rians,  juft  as  at  Paris  between  the  Molinifts  and  the 
'Janfenifts^  and  always  without  knowing  why  it  in- 
clines rather  this  way  than  that.  If  there  were  none 
but  Philofophers  and  Divines  in  the  World,  the  lat- 
ter would  certainly  be  obliged  to  abandon  their  Dif- 
putes,  for  want  of  finding  Difciples  to  maintain 
them. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac^  live  happy  and  content,  and 
may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  remove  far  from  thee 
a  pertinacious  difputing  Spirit. 
London, 


LETTER     CXXXIX. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Car  ait  e,  formerly  a  Rabbi ,  at  Con  (tan  ti- 
nople. 

f-pHE  Englijh,  my  Friend,  are  perfuaded,  that  with 
refpedt  to  the  Sciences  they  excel  all  other  Na- 
tions. They  imagine  that  Nature  hath  furnifhed 
them  with  Talents,  which  fhe  hath  denied  to  other 
People.  When  they  are  told  that  there  is  no  con- 
vincing Reafon  appears  in  Juftiflcation  of  this  their Af- 
ffertion,  and  that  there  is  fomething  very  odd  in  fup- 
pofing  that  a  Man  born  ten  Leagues  off  their  Shore, 
or  indeed  that  any  two  Men  born  ten  Leagues  a- 
funder,  mould  not  have  as  much  Wit  the  one  as 
ithe  other ;  they  prefently  run  you  over  a  Lift  of 
their  celebrated  Authors,  characterize  each  of  them 

in 
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in  a  pompous  manner,  and  then  put  the  Queftion  ; 
Why,  if  the  thing  be  not  as  they  fay,  there  are 
not  as  many  great  Men  found  in  any  other  Nation  ? 
Such  as  difpute  unfairly  with  the  Englijh,  and  fuch 
as  cannot  get  over  their  natural  Prejudices,  endea- 
vour to  rid  themfelves  of  this  Difficulty,  by  denying 
that  the  Authors  of  whom  the  Englijh  boaft  are  at  all 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  other  Nations.  But  if  we  fpeak 
truly  and  fincerely,  we  muft  confefs  that  this  Objecti- 
on is  not  eafily  fhifted  off.  It  muft  on  the  contrary 
be  owned,  that  the  Englijh  have  amongft  them 
Writings,  which  feem  to  have  been  dictated  by 
Perfons  of  more  than  human  Capacity.  Whoever 
has  read  Locke  and  Newton  with  fuch  Application  as 
is  neceffary,  in  order  to  tafte  the  Excellency  of  their 
Writings,  cannot  but  be  convinced  that  there  are 
among  the  Englijh  certain  learned  Perfons  who  think 
more  freely,  and  more  folidly,  than  the  Learned  in 
other  Nations. 

I  know,  dear  Ifaac,  that  the  Liberty  which  the 
People  enjoy  here,  gives  a  certain  Hardinefs  and 
Elevation  of  Mind  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  ma- 
ny other  Countries.  If  we  will  have  Men  Philofo- 
phers,  we  muft  allow  them  Liberty  of  Thought, 
and  the  free  Ufe  of  their  Reafon.  It  would  be  as 
wild  and  as  ridiculous  to  look  for  fuch  a  Perfon  as 
Locke  in  Spain,  as  to  think  of  making  an  Orange 
grow  as  happily,  and  to  the  fame  degree  of  Per- 
fection in  a  little  Tub  as  in  the  open  Air,  and  in 
a  Soil  fit  for  it.  But  if  there  are  Nations  hampered 
and  opprefled,  there  are  alfo  fome  other  Nations 
not  a  grain  lefs  free  than  the  EngliJ}),  and  who 
might  therefore  give  the  fame  Loofe  to  their  Ima- 
ginations as  they  do.  Whence  then  comes  it,  that 
even  amongft  them  there  are  not  Philofophers  equal 
to  the  Englijh  ? 

You 
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You  fee,  dear  Ifaac,  that  fome  Reafons  there  are 
which  feem  at  leaft  to  favour  the  Opinion  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Country  have  taken  up,  that  there 
is  more  Wit,    and  a  deeper  Reach  in  Science  a- 
mongft  them  than  amongft  their  Neighbours ;  but 
after  all,  thefe  Reafons  are  rather  fpecious  than  fo- 
lid  :  For  if  Things  are  fearched  to  the  Bottom,  we 
fhall  find,  that  there  are  among  other  Nations  Per- 
fons  of  as  great  and  {hining  Parts,  as  amongft  the 
Englijb,    tho'  they  have  not  written  fuch  perfect 
Pieces.     What  I  advance  on  this  Subject  will  ap- 
pear a  Paradox,  however  there  is  nothing  more  cer- 
tain.   In  the  Time  that  Philofophy  was  obfcured  by 
the  dark  Mifts  thrown  thereupon  by  the  Commen- 
tators  of  Arlftotle  and  the  Schoolmen,  the  Englijb 
were  in  the  fame  Condition  with  their  Neighhours, 
as  much  blinded  and  cramped  in  their  Difcoveries  as 
they.     All  the  Force  of  their  Imaginations  did  not 
fet  them  at  liberty ;  they  were  as  much  the  Slaves 
of  Ariftotle,  and  as  much  in  love  with  the  eflential 
Forms,  which  was  the  Jargon  of  his  Difciples,  as 
thofe  whom  they  now  excel ;  they  fubmitted  to  the 
Yoke  of  the  Romijh  Divines,-  and  had  Schoolmen 
amongft  them  as  well  as  elfewhere.     A  Frenchman^ 
in  thofe  Days  of  Darknefs,  had  the  Courage  to  re- 
fufe  paying  Homage  to  this  Idol.     He  did  more, 
he  wrote  againft  its  Worfhip  ;  and  Gajfendiy  by  his 
learned  Differtations  againft  Arijlotle,   became  the 
Forerunner  of  Defcartes,  the  Reftorer  of  true  Phi- 
lofophy, and  the  great  Scourge  of  the  Peripateticks. 
Mankind  after  having  been  fo  long  plunged  amidft 
Vifions  and  Chimaeras,  began  on  a  fudden  to  ufe 
their  Reafon,  and  to  examine  Opinions  before  they 
received  them.     In  confequence  of  this  a  multitude 
of  Difcoveries  equally  furprizing  and   ufeful,    fuc- 
ceeded  to  lying  Tales  and  grofs  Puerilities.     Na- 
ture's 
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ture's  abhorring  a  Vacuum  was  found  to  be  a  mere 
Whim,  the  Air  appeared  to  be  a  heavy  Body,  Te- 
lefcopes  were  invented,  Geometry  was  extended 
much  farther  than  it  had  ever  been  ;  and  by  habi- 
tuating themfelves  to  Reafon,  Men  went  infenfibly 
far  greater  Lengths  than  at  the  firft  themfelves  could 
have  hoped. 

While  thefe  happy  Revolutions  were  made  in  the 
Republick  of  Science  in  France,  what  pafled  in  Eng- 
land? Little;  one  might  fay,  nothing.  Hobbes9 
the  Friend  and  Admirer  of  Gajjendi,  was  almoft  the 
only  great  Philofopher  in  this  Country.  But  what  a 
Difference  was  there  between  Gajfendi  and  HobbesP 
His  Works  *,  tho'  they  have  in  them  good  Things, 
may  yet  be  appealed  to  in  proof  of  the  Superiority 
of  the  French  Author.  We  fee  in  them  no  efta- 
blifh'd  Syftem  fupported  by  perfwafive  Arguments  ; 
in  many  Places  he  is  very  hard,  and  in  others  not 
at  all  to  be  underftood.  Where  he  feems  to  make 
Matter  the  firft  Caufie  of  all  Things,  he  feems  to 
be  below  Spinoza  ;  where  he  afferts  God  to  be  the 
Creator  of  the  World,  he  is  by  no  means  equal  to 
Deficartes,  who,  to  fay  the  Truth,  opened  the  Eyes 
of  the  Englijh  Literati. 

No  fooner  they  faw  their  Errors,  than  they  began 
to  make  extraordinary  Ufes  of  the  Lights  they  had 
received,  and  perfected  many  Things  which  others 
had  but  begun ;  they  did  that  for  fucceeding  Gene- 
rations, which  the  Difciples  of  Defcartes  had  done 
for  them ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  put  Knowledge  into 
a  proper  Train,  and  left  it  to  be  farther  cultivated 
by  their  Pofterity. 

*  Elementorum  Philofiophise  fe.ciio  prima  de  Corpore. 
See  alfo  Prtelettiones  fex  ad profit 'fibres  Sai)ilia?ios.  And 
another  Book,  intituled,  De  Homine,  fipve  Elementonmi 
Pbilofioph'ue  Settio fiecunda. 
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I  make  no  Difficulty  of  affirming,  that  there 
wants  as  much  Quicknefs  of  Thought,  and  as  great 
Strength  of  Genius  to  diftinguifh  the  Road  to  Truth 
in  the  midft  of  Errors,  as  to  purfue  that  Rout  hap- 
pily when  once  it  is  difcovered.  I  do  admit,  that 
Newton  is  much  fuperior  both  to  Defcartes  and  Gaf- 
fendi.  But  if  the  Englijh  Philofopher  had  lived  at 
the  fame  time  they  did,  it  is  poffible  he  might  not 
have  gone  fo  far.  Confider,  my  Friend,  that  the 
firft  Principles  of  Newton9 s  Philofophy,  are  the  fame 
which  Gajfendi  eftablifhed  on  the  Ruin  of  Peripate- 
ticifm.  The  Neceffity  of  a  Void  which  had  been  fo 
long  exploded,  and  almoft  forgotten  for  twelve  hun- 
dred Years,  was  firft  demonftrated  by  the  Galiick 
Sage.  It  is  on  this  Void  fo  flrangely  recovered,  that 
Newton  founds  thofe  Reafons  of  his,  whereby  he 
fhews  the  Pofitions  laid  down  by  Defcartes  to  be  im- 
poffible.  And  if  by  this  means  he  has  vanquished 
the  Cartefians,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  he  does  it  by 
virtue  of  the  Force  borrowed  from  Gajfendi. 

I  am  fatisfied,  my  dear  Ifaac^  that  if  we  ieflecf. 
attentively  we  (hall  fee  no  Caufe  to  allow  this  Claim 
the  Englijh  put  in,  to  Superiority  of  Genius  overall 
other  Nations.  It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  they 
are  actually  the  greateft  Philofophers  in  the  World. 
But  as  I  have  (hewn  they  owe  this  in  fome  Meafurc 
to  the  French^  fo  it  is  not  impoffible  that  this  Na- 
tion in  its  Turn  may  hereafter  produce  fome  great 
Man  who  may  not  only  equal,  but  even  exceed  the 
illuftrious  Newton.  But  with  refpeel:  to  fuch  as  to 
defeat  this  Claim  deny  the  Excellence  of  the  Englijh 
Philofophers,  we  muft  neceflarily  afcribe  this  to 
Blindnefs  owing  either  to  Prejudice  or  to  Ignorance. 
In  order  to  be  affined  of  this,  we  need  only  com- 
pare the  Sages  of  England  with  thofe  whom  their 
Adverfaries  oppofe  to  them,  and  the  Truth  will 
clearlv  appear. 

Vol.  IV.  H  Defcartes 
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Defcartes  deftroyed  the  Chimaeras  of  the  School- 
men ;  he  taught  Mankind  how  to  difcover  the  Er- 
rors of  the  Ancients,  and  thereby  pointed  out  the 
Means  of  difcovering  his  own.  He  made  a  great 
Progrefs  in  Geometry ;  and  we  owe  to  him  the 
Application  of  Algebra  to  Curves.  He  wanted  but 
little  of  perfecting  Dioptricks,  which  in  his  Hands 
became  in  a  manner  a  new  Science.  He  made  ufe 
in  this  Branch  of  Science  of  that  Geometrical  Turn 
and  Quicknefs  of  Invention  with  which  Heaven  had 
blefled  him,  and  which  he  had  heightened  by  a 
moft  affiduous  Application.  Behold  the  mighty 
Talents  of  this  Man,  but  remember  at  the  fame 
time  his  Defects.  He  was  deceived  in  his  Notions 
of  the  Soul.  His  Proofs  of  the  Being  of  a  God 
are  not  always  either  juft  or  evident.  Innate  Ideas, 
which  he  obltinately  maintained,  have  not  the  leaft 
Appearance  of  Truth.  He  has  advanced  fome  Er- 
rors about  the  Laws  of  Motion  and  the  Nature  of 
Light.  He  has  done  ftill  more,  he  has  adapted 
thofe  Puerilities,  and  that  playing  with  Words,  with 
which  he  reproached  the  Schoolmen.  He  treats  his 
own  Term  indefinite  exactly  as  they  were  wont  to 
ufe  their  Terms,  alledging  that  Space  and  Matter 
are  not  either  finite,  or  infinite.  In  fine,  he  would 
perfuade  us  that  his  Belief  was  that  God  could  change 
the  EfTence  of  Things. 

Newton  did  not  only  make  ufe  of  the  Lights,  but 
of  the  Faults  of  Defcartes ;  he  went  as  far  beyond 
the  Point  where  he  left  Geometry  as  Defcartes  had 
done  beyond  that  Point  where  he  found  it.  In  this 
refpect  I  mull:  own,  that  the  Merit  is  equal  in  each 
of  our  Philofophers.  But  at  the  fame  time  it  muft. 
be  acknowledged,  that  Newton  is  a  much  greater 
Geometrician  than  Defcartes^  and  in  all  the  other 
Parts  of  Philofophy  he  has  the  fame  Advantage.  One 
may  fay  that  Newton  has  difcovered  a  new  World, 

and 
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and  found  the  Means  of  explaining  the  moft  ab- 
ftrufe  Things.  He  has  fhewn  the  Errors  of  Def- 
cartes  as  to  the  Nature  of  Light,  and  which  is 
much  more,  he  has  fubftituted  in  their  ftcad,  Prin- 
ciples that  are  true,  and  which  are  demonftratcd  to 
be  fo  by  many  Experiments.  He  has  deflroyed  all 
his  Vortices;  he  has  fhewn  the  Impoffibility  of  their 
Exiftence,  he  has  fubftituted  in  their  Place  Attrac- 
tion^ the  Effects  of  which  he  has  demonftratcd,  and 
calculated  its  Proportions.  'Tis  to  this  Philofopher 
the  Univerfe  ftands  indebted  for  that  prodigious 
Knowledge  which  he  brought  to  Light.  It  was 
Newton  who  taught  all  the  Learned,  to  their  no 
fmall  Amazement,  that  a  Tendency  to  the  Center  was 
the  folc  Caufe  that  Bodies  weigh  in  Proportion  to 
their  Matter  ;  and  that  to  the  fame  Caufe  was  ow- 
ing the  Motion  of  Planets  and  Comets.  If  it  were 
poilible  to  believe  that  any  Man  might  remain  un- 
e4^alled,  one  would  be  tempted  to  fuppofe  it  was 
this  Philofopher,  who  has  (o  clearly  manifeftcd  the 
Laws  of  Nature.  At  leaft,  it  jnuft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  if  any  one  hereafter  mould  arife  capa- 
ble of  rivalling  this  great  Man,  fuch  Philofophers  as 
we  have  at  prefent  in  the  World  are  infinitely  his 
Inferiors. 

Some  very  learned  Men,  and  above  all  the  Car- 
tefians,  afrec~t  to  compare  Mallebranche  with  Locke. 
I  find,  dear  Ifaac,  the  fame  Difference  between 
thefe  Philofophers,  or  at  leaft  as  great  a  one  as  be- 
tween Newton  and  Defcartes.  Mallebranche  in  his 
fublime  and  extravagant  Illufions  appears  rather  a 
Poet  than  a  Philofopher.  He  aim'd  too  high,  and 
inftead  of  reaching  Heaven  as  he  intended,  he  has 
got  but  half  way.  So  that  he  can  neither  difcover 
what  he  endeavours  to  find  out,  nor,  by  his  Height, 
can  he  penetrate  the  Secrets  of  Men.  He  admits 
innate  Ideas,  and  alio  others  by  which  we  fee  all 
H  2  Things 
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Things  in  God.  He  could  not  perfuade  himfelf 
that  the  Exiftence  of  Bodies  could  be  demonflrated. 
In  a  word,  his  Philofophy  is  no  more  than  an  in- 
genious Romance,  which  is  fometimes  very  unintel- 
ligible. 

Locke  always  wife,  and  always  ftudious  of  Truth, 
lays  down  Principles  perfectly  right,  -draws  Confe- 
quences  from  them  which  are  ftri6tly  juft,  is  exact 
in  ail  his  Proofs,  and  has  difplayed  all  the  hidden 
Secrets  of  the  human  Understanding.  He  has 
taught  the  Learned  not  to  decide  on  any  thing 
which  is  not  thoroughly  known.  Before  his  time 
Philofophers  had  given  us  their  own  Vifions  on  the 
Nature  of  the  Soul  for  Truths,  he  has  deftroyed 
thefe  Chimeras,  ruined  the  Doctrine  of  innate  Ideas, 
and  demonftrated  to  us  that  all  our  Ideas  are  derived 
to  us  from  our  Senfes.  Having  anatomized  as  it 
were  the  Caufcs  of  the  human  Reafon,  and  expofed 
to  Mortals  all  the  Knowledge  it  is  pofiible  to  hope 
of  the  Effence  of  the  Soul,  he  has  made  them  ob- 
ferve  with  equal  Candor  and  Sagacity,  that  they 
never  could  have  comprehended  the  Nature  of  the 
human  Mind,  if  God  had  not  been  pleafed  to  grant 
to  a  material  Being  the  Faculty  of  thinking. 

Confider,  dear  Ifaac,  how  much  more  certain, 
more  natural,  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Expref- 
iion,  lefs  rarified  his  Sentiments  are  than  thofe  of 
JVlailebranche.  Compare  the  Candor  and  Sincerity 
of  the  Englifn  Metaphyfician  with  the  Preemption 
and  Pride  of  this  Frenchman.  He  not  only  bounded 
the  Power  of  the  Divinity  with  refpecT:  to  the  Souls 
of  Men,  but  adopted  a  Syftem  as  ridiculous  as  it  is 
unfuftainable  with  refpe£t  to  thofe  of  Beafts,  whom 
he  would  have  to  be  mere  Machines,  like  to  Clocks, 
eating  vAthout  Pleafure,  roaring  without  Pain,  nei- 
ther defiring  nor  fearing  any  thing.  Certainly,  my 
Friend,  Mallebranche  mutt  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
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Vanity ;  if  he  fancied  that  it  was  in  his  Power  to 
induce  Men  to  take  up  with  fuch  Dreams  as  thefe. 
I  know  very  well  that  he  did  but  follow  Defcartes 
who  invented  them,  but  he  is  nothing  the  lefs  blame- 
able  for  that,  he  ought  not  to  have  embraced,  but  to 
have  rejected  them.  But  how  came  he  to  take  into 
his  Head  that  Matter  was  fufceptible  cf  Thought ; 
he,  I  lay,  who  admitted  the  Exiftence  of  Bodies  out 
of  mere  Complaifance,  and  who  found  fault  with  his 
Mafter  for  not  abfolutely  denving  it.  In  order  to  be 
fully  convinced,  faid  he,  that  there  are  Bodies,  it 
ought  not  only  to  be  demonjlraied  that  there  is  a  God, 
and  that  God  will  not  deceive  us,  but  alfo  that  Grd 
has  a  (fund  us,  that  he  has  effectually  created,  them^ 
which  I  do  not  find  proved  in  any  of  the  Works  of  M. 
Defcartes.  God  informs  the  Under/landings  and 
obliges  us  to  afford  our  Affent  two  ways :  By  Evi- 
dence, and  by  Faith.  I  admit  that  Faith  obliges  us  to 
own  that  there  are  Bodies ,  but  as  for  any  Evidence  I 
fee  it  not.  Nor  do  I  think  there  is  any  fujfeient  to 
enforce  our  Belief  %.  Do  you  believe,  my  Friend  , 
that  Locke  would  have  ever  attempted  to  prove,  that 
there  is  nothing  exifts  but  God,  and  our  Minds  ? 
No,  no,  he  was  too  wife  to  amufe  himfelf  with  fuch 
blind  Illuiions. 

Farewcl,  dear  Ifaac,  live  happy  and  content,  and 
never  become  the  Votary  of  any  Philofophy,  which 
is  not  warranted  by  Reafon. 

London. 

*  Recherche  de  la  Veriti,  EcIaircifTemsnt  fur  la  I  Li- 
vre,  p.  499. 
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LETTER     CXL. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

T  N  my  laft  Letter,  dear  Ifaac,  I  gave  you  fome 
Account  of  the  Englijh  Philofophers.  In  this  I 
propofe  to  continue  that  Account,  and  to  give  you 
feme  Ideas  of  the  other  learned  Men  of  that  Coun- 
try. You  are  acquainted  with  the  Works  of  the 
famous  Chancellor  Bacon,  He  was  in  fome  fort  the 
Precurfor  of  Defcartes  and  Gojfendi.  One  may 
fafely  fay,  that  he  foretold  that  the  Ruin  of  Schola- 
ftick  Im pertinencies  was  at  hand.  He  faw  the  Im- 
perfection of  that  Philofophy,  and  was  the  firft  who 
pointed  out  the  Means  of  redrefling  it  *. 


*  He  very  fully  proved,  that  the  Philofophy  of 
Ariftotle  did  not  deferve  to  be  preferred  before  the  Syf- 
tems  of  other  ancient  Authors  ;  that  it  had  been  long 
hated  and  defpifed  by  the  Greeks  and  other  Heathen  Na- 
tions, and  never  found  Admirers  but  in  times  of  profound 
Ignorance  when  the  Sciences  were  utterly  neglecled. 
£)uod  <vero  fytant  Homines  in  Philofophia  Arijlotclis  magr 
num  utique  amfenfum  ejfte  ;  cum  poft  illam  edita?n  Anti- 
quoru?n  Philofophia  cejfa-terint  et  exolcverint ;  aft  apud 
tempera,  qu<e  fequuta  funt,  nil  melius  in-ventum  fuertt ; 
adeo  ut  ilia  tarn  bene  poftta  et  fundata  wideatur,  ut  u- 
trumque  tempus  ad  fe  traxerit:  Primo,  quod  de  cejfati- 
or.e  Jntiquarum  Pbilofopki arum  poft  Jriftotelis  opera  edita 
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A  Proteflant  of  my  Acquaintance  was  faying  to 
mc  the  other  Day  that  Savonarola  prepared  the  Way 
for  Luther  1  Calvin,  and  the  other  Reformers,  and 
that  Bacon  had  done  the  fame  for  the  Philofophers 
of  our  times.  Fortune,  faid  he,  feems  to  take  a 
Pleafure  in  perfecuting  thefe  Precurfors  as  you  call 
them  3  Savonarola  was  hanged,  and  Bacon  fined, 
and  loft  his  Office  by  Judgment  of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers.  The  Englijh  value  the  Moral  E  frays  of  this 
Author  at  a  high  Rate.  They  have  reafon  for  fo  do- 
ing ;  thefe  Eflays  are  indeed  very  good,  but  they  are 
by  no  means  equal  in  point  of  Beauty  or  of  Delicacy, 
to  the  Eflliys  of  Michael  de  Montagne.  As  much  as 
the  Phyfical  and  Metaphyseal  Philofophers  of  the 
Enghijk  tranfeend  the  French  Literati  in  the  fame 
kind  ;  fo  great  is  the  Difference  between  the  French 
S:epticks  and  the  Englijh  Writers  in  that  Way.  No 
Author  of  this  Country  ever  came  up  to  Montague* 
much  lefs  to  Bayle.  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
they  ever  had  a  Writer  poflefled  of  fuch  a  prodigious 
Fund  of  Erudition  as  that  Philofopher  enjoyed,  and 
who  had  the  inimitable  Faculty  of  treating  the  mod 
abftrufe  Queftions  in  fo  entertaining  a  manner,  as  to 
make  them  agreeable  to  Men,  the  World,  and  even 
to  Ladies  themfelves. 

You  know,  dear  Ifaac,  that  the  Englijh  have  no 
Hiftorian  comparable  to   Titus  Livius,    to  Tacitus, 

Homines  cogiio.v.t  idfrdfum  ejl  j  diu  enim  pojlea,  vfque  n.i 
tempora  Ciceronis  et  fecula  fequeutia,  manferunt  opera  -xr- 
tenmi  philofophorum.  Sed  temporibus  infequentibus,  ex 
inundatione  Barbarorum  in  imperium  Romanum,  pojlquam 
Dodrinu  Humana  -xe/ut  naufragium  perpejfa  ejjet  ;  turn 
demum  philofophiee  Arijlotelis  et  Platonis  tanquam  tabula* 
ex  materia  leviora,  et  minus  folida  per  find  us  temporum 
fervatce  funt.  Bacon  Novum  Organum  Scientiarum,  Lib. 
j.  cap.  'LXXVir.  p.  298. 
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to  Saluji,  to  Father  Paul,  to  de  Thou,  or  even  to 
Father  Daniel.  Is  it  not  a  furprizing  thing  that 
Party-Spirit  fhould  more  ftrcngly  influence  this 
whole  Nation  than  it  does  the  Jefuits  thcmfelves. 
Of  late  Years  Burnet  took  it  into  his  Head  to  imi- 
tate de  Thou,  but  we  fee  plainly  that  he  had  it  in  his 
Head  only  ;  for  in  point  of  Exaclnefs,  Method, 
and  Purity  of  Stile,  he  comes  not  near  him  ;  not  to 
fpeak  of  his  Partiality,  with  which  all  Parties  re- 
proach him.  They  tell  us,  that  in  his  firft  Volume 
there  are  not  above  five  or  fix  Characters,  and  his. 
own  is  placed  at  the  Head  of  them  all.  This  Cri- 
ticifm  however  may  be  unjuft ,  becaufe  it  is  pofiible 
the  Defecl:  may  not  proceed  from  any  Malignity  in 
the  Hiftorian,  but  from  the  Want  of  proper  Sub- 
jects for  Panegyrick.  In  a  word  it  would  be  a  diffi- 
cult thing  to  pick  out  of  the  EngliJJ?  Hiftory  any  two 
Reigns  fo  corrupt  and  tyrannical,  as  thofe  which  he 
has  painted  out.  However  that  be,  this  we  know 
for  certain,  that  a  Whig  never  keeps  within  Bounds 
when  he  writes  of  a  Tory  Adminiftration,  and 
that  the  Tories  again  are  not  a  grain  more  modeif , 
or  more  reafonable  in  their  Reprefentaticns  of  the 
Whigs. 

The  Authority  of  E?igUjh  Hiftorians  is  on  a 
Level  with  thofe  who  wrote  in  France  under  the 
Reigns  of  Charles  the  Ninth,  and  Henry  the  Third. 
And  it  would  be  a  difficult  thing  ever  to  find  in  this 
Country  Perfons  capable  of  Writing  what  Poller ity 
may  give  an  entire  Credit  to.  There  feems  to  be 
two  Caufes  for  this.  The  firft  is  the  Hatred  of 
oppofite  Parties ;  one  Part  of  the  Nation  is  at  all 
times  the  fworn  Enemy  of  the  other.  The  fecond 
is  that  Preemption  and  good  Opinion  which  all  the 
Englijh  Writers  have  of  themfelves.  They  cannot 
find  in  their  Hearts  to  allow  other  Nations  any  Ad- 
vantages which  appear  to  them  deitruclive  of  their 

owji 
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own  Glory.  If  they  difguife  without  Scruple,  and 
even  falfify  fuch  Facts  as  happen  under  their  own 
Eyes  to  ferve  their  Party-Purpofes,  how  much  more 
ready  muft  they  be  to  mifreprefent  what  happens 
abroad,  when  it  does  not  fuit  them  to  tell  the 
Truth  ? 

If  the  Englijh  have  no  good  Hiftorians,  it  is  made 
up  to  them  by  their  excellent  Poets.  You  are  ac- 
quainted, dear  Ifaac,  with  the  Paradife  Lojl  of  Mil- 
ton. This  Poem  has  not  all  the  Beauties  of  the 
JEneid,  but  I  confefs  I  like  it  much  better  than  the 
Gierufalemme  Liber  a  ta  of  Taffb  ;  to  me  it  feems  that 
the  Englijh  Poet  has  made  a  much  better  ufe  of  Re- 
ligion than  the  Italian.  I  do  not  think  that  we  can 
find  either  in  Virgil  or  in  Homer  any  thing  more  fub- 
lime  than  the  Portrait  Milton  has  given  us  of  the 
Deity,  making  War  on  the  rebellious  Angels.  He 
fays,   the  Almighty  took  his  Arms  from  Terror. 

There  is  fomething  very  majeftick  in  this  Idea, 
and  if  one  dares  to  bring  the  Divinity  like  a  Hero 
into  the  Field  of  Battle,  one  cannot  certainly  give 
him  a  better  Squire  than  Terror,  whom  this  Bard 
afiigns  him. 

Waller  is  a  Poet  very  far  below  Catullus,  and  yet 
very  much  fuperior  to  Voiture.  His  Writings  are 
gallant  and  full  of  Beauties,  but  faint  and  languifh- 
ing,  at  leaft  fometimes  ;  his  Verfe  having  neither  the 
Brightnefs,  nor  the  Beauty  of  La  Fontaine,  at  the 
fime  time  that  it  wants  the  unnatural  Flights  of 
Guarinu  In  fhort,  he  has  not  quite  the  Merit  of 
the  French  Author,  nor  quite  fo  many  Faults  as  the 
Italian. 

Pope  is  without  Contradiction  one  of  the  great- 
eft  Poets  in  the  Univerfe.  One  may,  indeed  one 
ought  to  look  upon  him  as  a  formidable  Rival  to 
Boileau,  Comeille,  Racine,  Virgil  and  Homer.  This 
laft  Author  is  perhaps  more  perfect  in  his  Englijb 
H  5  Trani- 
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Tranfiation,  than  in  the  Original.  I  cannot  think 
that  there  is  any  thing  in  Poetry  more  ingenious, 
more  arch,  and  more  gallant  than  his  Poem  of  the 
Rape  of  the  Lock.  The  Lutrln  of  Boileau  is  a 
ftronger  and  more  manly  Piece,  hut  it  is  very  far 
from  being  fo  pleafant.  They  afliire  me  in  this  Coun- 
try, that  Pope  was  not  above  twenty  Years  of  Age 
when  he  compofed  that  charming  Poem.  The  noble 
Defcription  given  us  by  Virgil  of  the  Employments 
of  deceafed  Heroes  in  the  Elyfian  Shades,  does  not 
furpafs  Pope's  pleafant  Picture  of  the  Amufement  of 
the  Ladies  after  their  Deceafe. 

Think  not,  when  Woman's  tranfient  Breath  is  fled, 

That  all  her  Vanities  at  once  are  dead  : 

Succeeding  Vanities  fhe  frill  regards, 

And  tho'  fhe  plays  no  more,  o'erlooks  the  Cards. 

Her  joy  in  gilded  Chariots,  when  alive, 

And  love  of  Ovibre,  after  Death  furvive. 

For  when  the  Fair  in  all  their  Pride  expire, 

To  their  flrft  Elements  the  Souls  retire  : 

The  Sprites  of  fiery  Termagants  in  Flame, 

Mount  up,  and  take  a  Salamander's  Name. 

Soft  yielding  Minds  to  Water  glide  away, 

And  fip,  with  Nymphs,  their  elemental  Tea. 

The  graver  Prude  finks  downward  to  a  Gnome  ^ 

In  fearch  of  Mifchief  ft  ill  on  Earth  to  roam. 

The  light  Coquettes  in  Sylphs  aloft  repair, 

And  fport  and  flutter  in  the  Fields  of  Air. 

It  mult  be  acknowledged,  dear  Ifaac,  that  it  is 
ftmply  impoflible  to  conceive  the  Reveries  of  the 
Cabalifts  better  applied,  than  they  are  by  him,  in 
order  to  form  a  juft  and  delicate  Critique  on  the 
Fair  Sex. 

All  the  different  Characters  of  Women  are  ex- 
actly defcribed  in  this  Account  of  their  Amufements 

after 
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after  Death,  and  by  a  Stroke  familiar  to  great  Ma- 
ilers, the  Poet,  tho*  he  fuppofes  them  dead,  paints 
them  fo  to  the  Life,  that  nothing  can  be  either 
more  entertaining  or  more  inftructive. 

The  Earl  of  Rochcfter  hath  written  feveral  Sa- 
tires in  a  Stile  as  nervous  and  as  beautiful  as  that  of 
Boileau.  He  had  indeed  a  ftrong  and  piercing  Wit, 
a  brifk  and  lively  Imagination.  He  lived  like  Petro- 
niiis^  and  died  like  La  Fontaine.  He  piqu'd  himfelf 
through  the  Courfe  of  his  Life  on  maintaining  the 
Character  of  a  Free-Thinker.  Some  time  before 
he  went  out  of  the  World  however,  he  thought  fit 
to  change  his  Sentiments  entirely.  The  fear  of 
Death,  and  of  the  Confequences  that  might  attend 
it,  aftonifhed  him.  In  his  laft  Moments  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  a  Divine.  But  in  order  to  fave  his  Repu- 
tation as  a  Philofopher,  he  chofe  to  capitulate  rather 
than  furrender  at  Difcretion.  However,  after  fome 
Conferences  with  the  Doctor,  he  yielded,  fign'd 
whatever  was  thought  fit,  and  facrificed  even  his 
dear  Philofophy,  after  all  the  pains  he  had  taken  to 
preferve  it.  He  acknowledged  all  his  Errors,  and  a 
little  after  his  Deceafe  Dr.  Burnet  publiftied  an  Ac- 
count of  this  extraordinary  Converfion. 

This,  dear  Friend,  is  the  ordinary  Cuftom  of 
Atheifts.  While  they  enjoy  perfect  Health,  they 
will  not  forfooth  believe  that  there  is  a  God,  or  at 
leaft.  they  do  their  utmofl  net  to  believe  it,  becaufe 
they  imagine  that  ridding  themfelves  of  this  Belief, 
they  may  plunge  with  greater  Security  into  Vice. 
But  when  they  are  ready  to  leave  the  World,  their 
falfe  Philofophy  vanifhes,  and  they  throw  themfelves 
into  the  Arms  of  thofe  who  offer  their  AfTiftance  to 
difoel  the  Horrors  of  their  Hearts.  They  become  then 
as  iubmifTive,  as  before  they  were  incredulous.  There 
ia  fcarce  any  thing  of  which  they  may  not  be  per- 
H  6  fuadd 
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fuaded  in  thefe  their  laft  Hours.  They  take  on 
truft  whatever  is  faid  unto  them,  refume  all  the  Pre- 
judices of  which  they  fancied  themfelves  cured  for 
ever  ;  witnefs  thofe  weak  Creatures  who  have  order- 
ed themfelves  to  be  cloathed  in  the  Habits  of  Monks, 
and  directed  that  they  fhould  be  fo  interred. 

It  is  not  Reafon,  it  is  Fear  and  Terror  that 
makes  a  Man  make  fuch  a  Change  as  this  on  the 
Verge  of  Life.  To  be  convinced  of  this,  one  need 
only  reflect  on  the  conftant  Cuftom  of  thefe  Per- 
fons,  which  is  to  die  in  the  Religion  in  which  they 
were  born.  If  their  Converfions  were  Fruits  of 
Conviction,  they  would  in  this  cafe  a£r.  as  others  do 
in  their  full  Health,  who  often  fee  caufe  to  alter 
their  religious  Opinions,  and  to  live  in  another  Faith 
than  that  which  they  received  in  their  Childhood  : 
With  how  much  Juftice  then,  dear  Ifaac,  may  we 
defpife  a  Man  who  all  his  Life  long  refufes  to  ac- 
knowledge the  moft  evident  Truths,  and  on  a  fick 
Bed  condefcends  to  refume  the  moft  ridiculous  Pre- 
judices ? 

Befides  the  Poets  of  whom  I  have  been  fpeaking, 
there  have  been  many  others  who  defer ve  the  Efleem 
of  Men  of  Parts.  The  Englijh  are  by  no  means  de- 
ficient in  Dramatick  Poets.  I  fhall  very  fpeedily 
give  you  my  Thoughts  on  their  Theatre. 

It  is  not  at  all  furprizing  that  Poetry  hath  been 
carried  fuch  a  Length  in  this  Nation.  Men  of  the 
firft  Quality  have  not  difdained  to  become  Follow- 
ers of  the  Mufes.  My  Lord  Rofcomnwn^  the  Duke 
of  Buckingha?njhire,  the  Earl  of  Dorfet^  and  many 
other  Perfons  of  an  elevated  Rank  have  written 
Pieces  which  give  them,  with  Juftice,  the  Title  of 
great  Poets.  Thefe  Examples  have  excited  the 
Envy  and  Ambi.i  >n  of  private  Men,  every  body 
naturalty    imitates  the   Grandees  c»    his    Country, 

and 
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and  it  is  the  Happinefs  of  the  Englijh  to  have  always 
amongft  them  Men  of  Quality  of  diflinguifhed  Me- 
rit, pailionately  fond  of  Glory  and  the  Belles  Lct- 
tres.  To  be  in  the  Mode  here,  there  is  no  Ne- 
ceflity  of  learning  ridiculous  Grimaces,  and  an  af- 
fected Laugh,  or  a  contemptuous  Difregard  for  the 
Sciences,  lince  whoever  would  pretend  to  treat  as 
Pedants  all  fuch  as  devote  themfelves  to  Learning 
and  to  Books,  would  be  thought  dull  itupid  Crea- 
tures, and  become  as  ridiculous  as  they  would  en- 
deavour to  make  others. 

Before  I  finifh  this  Letter,  I  muft  take  notice  of 
one  of  thofe  amiable  Wonders,  one  of  thofe  plea- 
fing  Prodigies,  with  wThich  once  in  twenty  Ages, 
Providence  is  pleafed  to  amaze  Mankind.  This 
Phaenomena  fo  favourable  to  England  and  the  Sci- 
ences, is  the  prefent  Queen  Confort.  This  Princefs 
is  not  only  free  from  all  the  Foibles  of  her  Sex,  but 
is  alfo  unblemifhed  by  any  of  thofe  flight  Failings 
which  we  difcern  in  the  greateft  Men.  She  is  a 
Heroine,  but  a  Philofophick  Heroine.  Her  Gran- 
deur hinders  not  her  having  all  the  Kindnefs,  Ten- 
dernefs,  and  Affability  that  can  be  wimed,  neither 
do  the  necefTary  Cares  of  a  Crown  prevent  her 
cultivating  and  protecting  the  Sciences.  Her  Li- 
beralities are  conitantly  afforded  to  the  Unhappy, 
but  of  the  unfortunate  Learned  (he  is  particularly 
tender. 

It  muft  appear  furprizing  to  you,  Ifaac,  that  fo 
many  Talents,  and.fo  great  Virtues,  mould  centre 
in  one  Perfon  ;  be  afTured  however,  that  all  the 
Praifcs  I  beftow,  are  much  inferior  to  what  that 
Princefs  deferves.  You  know  that  the  Luftre  of  a 
Throne  is  not  apt  to  dazzle  me.  My  Philofophick 
Eves  can  through  that  Splendor  difcern  the  Truth, 
which  when  I  cannot  divulge  with  Honour,  I  keep 

a  pro- 
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a  profound  Silence.  I  leave  to  the  Writers  of  De- 
dications the  Trade  of  praifing  the  Great  to  an 
extravagant  degree,  in  order  to  acquire  fome  very 
moderate  Penfion.  I  am  willing  to  grant  the  fame 
Indulgence  to  a  Poet ;  the  Mufes  have  for  a  long 
time  proftituted  their  Praifes,  they  may  now  do  it 
bv  Prefcription.  How  many  Tyrants,  how  many 
Drivellers,  how  many  illuftrious  Good-for-nothings 
have  they  commended  ?  But  never  can  I  admit, 
that  a  Philofopher  fhould  debafe  himfelf  fo  far  as  to 
betray  the  Truth,  and  offer  Incenfe  to  an  Idol,  the 
Worthlefnefs  of  which  he  knows. 

Farewel,  dear  Ifaac,  live  content  and  happy,  and 
write  me  an  Anfwer  fome  time  or  other. 
London, 


LETTER     CXLI. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite^  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople, 

tip  H  E  Englljh  have  certain  Cuftoms,  dear  Ifaac^ 
'•*  which  appear  to  me  as  idle  as  any  that  I  have 
obferved  amongft  other  Nations.  I  was  invited  the 
other  Day  to  aflift  at  the  Funeral  of  a  Citizen, 
and*  I  confefs  to  you  that  I  found  it  almoft  impofiible 
to  penetrate  into  the  Reafon  of  their  Ceremonies, 
which  feemed  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  thofe  I  had 
obferved  at  Paris  on  the  like  Occafion. 

As 
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As  foon  as  a  Man  expires  in  this  Country,  they 
ftrip  him  with  all  imaginable  Care  of  every  thing 
made  of  Linen.  A  Mohammedan  is  not  more  care- 
ful in  warning  a  dead  Body,  a  Jew  in  doling  its 
IfTues,  or  a  Papljl  in  muttering  his  fuperftitious 
Prayers  over  it,  than  the  Englljh  are  in  putting  on 
a  Woollen  Shroud.  There  are  a  great  Number  of 
thefe  fort  of  Veftures  always  to  be  had  ready  made, 
great  numbers  of  People  gaining  their  Livelihood 
thereby.  It  is  forbidden  to  ufe  about  a  dead  Body 
any  Material  which  is  not  of  Woollen  ;  and  if  even 
Cotton,  or  flaxen  Thread  be  employed,  it  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  Crime  againft  the  State.  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly furprized,  when  I  firft  heard  of  this  Cuf- 
tom,  but  when  I  came  to  underftand  the  Reafon 
of  it,  I  was  very  far  from  condemning  the  Englijh. 
The  Intention  of  the  Law  which  forbids  burying  in 
Linen,  is  to  encourage  the  Confumption  of  Wool- 
len Goods.  I  muft  confefs,  that  it  is  fcarce  pofiible 
to  carry  a  Concern  for  Trade  farther,  than  to  make 
the  very  Dead  intereft  themfelves  in  it.  This, 
without  doubt,  is  a  home  Pufti ;  and  if  the  reft  of 
their  Funeral  Cultoms  were  as  well  founded,  I 
mould  not  pretend  to  criticife  them,  but  mould  as 
readily  approve  them  as  foon  at  I  underftood  their 
Caufes.  But  there  are  many,  of  which  they  do 
not  only  find  themfelves  at  a  lofs  to  aflign  the 
Reafon,  but  alfo  freely  admit  that  they  fcarce  know 
any  End  that  they  have. 

When  a  dead  Man  has  been  attended  by  his 
Woollen  Valet  de  Chambre,  and  is  equipt  with  a 
fine  or  a  coarfe  Suit  according  to  his  Degree  ;  for 
the  Chriftians,  you  know  carry  their  Vanity  even 
to  their  Graves  ;  they  leave  him  for  two  or  three 
Days  in  the  middle  of  his  Apartment,  to  give  him 
time  to  come  to  Life  acrain  if  he  mall  fo  pleafe. 

I 
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I  cannot  attribute  to  any  other  Caufe  this  Cuftom 
of  keeping  a  dead  Body  two  or  three  Weeks,  fome- 
times  till  it  be  putrihed.  If  this  be  the  true  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Cuftom,  then  I  am  perfuaded  that  the 
Heads  of  Families  firft  brought  it  up,  and  that  their 
Children  had  no  Share  therein.  For  many  of  them 
would  to  my  Knowledge  look  not  a  little  out  of 
humour,  if  from  time  to  time  ibme  of  thefe  dead 
Folks  mould  take  it  into  their  Heads  to  live  again, 
and  in  confequence  thereof  quit  their  Shrouds. 

It  appears  to  me,  dear  Jjaac,  that  notwithstand- 
ing thefe  Precautions,  for   fear  any  fuch   mould   be 
buried  alive,  People  are   notwithstanding  eafier  on 
the  Article  of  the  Lofs  of  their  Relations  than   in 
any  other.   When  the  Deceafed  has  fhewn  an  obfti- 
nate  Refolution  to  remain  where  he  is,  they  nail 
him  up  in  his  Coffin,  and  when  this   is  carried   to 
the  Grave,    it  is  covered   with  a  large  black   Pall 
bordered  with  white.     This  Covering   is  fo  wide, 
that  fix  Men  can  ftand  underneath  it,  without  ei- 
ther difcovering  themfelves,  or  any  part  of  the  Cof- 
fin's being  expofed  to  view  ;  thefe  Christians  of  the 
Reform'd  Religion  pretend  hereby  to  do  Honour  to 
the  Dead.     I  fnould  have  eafily  guefs'd  this,  if  I 
bad  not  been  told  it,  having  obferved  that  all  the 
European  Nations,  except  the  Turks^    take  a  great 
Pride  in  feeing  certain  Pieces  of  Stuff  or  Silk  borne 
up   by  Perfons   appointed   for   that  Purpofe.     This 
we  fee  in  refpect  to  the  Robes  of  Kings  and  other 
Sovereign    Princes.     Counfellors  of  Parliament    at 
Paris    have    likewife   Train-bearers,    and    fo   have 
Priefts  in  their  Proceftions.     But  Women  are  folli- 
citous  above  all  in  this  refpect,  and  as  if  their  Ho- 
nour lay  chiefly  in  their  Tails,  when  they  are  of  a 
certain  Rank,  expect:  to  have  them  borne  up  after 
them.    Surely,  Jjaac,  there  is  fomething  very  plea- 
2  fant 
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(ant  in  this.  But  to  return  to  the  EngUJh  Fu- 
nerals. 

The  Coffin,  thus  covered  with  its  fable  Veil,  is 
preceded  by  a  certain  Number  of  difmal-looking 
Fellows,  who  look  like  fo  many  Serjeants,  each 
with  a  black  Staff  in  his  Hand  tipp'd  with  Silver  ; 
Next  march  the  Parfons,  with  a  (low  and  folemn 
Motion  ;  the  Relations  of  the  Deceafed  clofe  the 
Proccflion,  and  now  and  then  appear  extremely  for- 
rowful.  At  length  the  Body  comes  to  the  Church, 
there  it  is  fet  down  for  a  while.  In  the  mean  time 
there  is  a  Sermon  preached,  in  which  the  Praifes  of 
the  dead  Perfon  are  not  forgotten.  They  likewife 
take  this  Opportunity  of  receiving  certain  Fees  on 
account  of  the  Permiflion  of  the  Corpfe's  entering 
the  Church  with  the  black  Pall  or  Covering  before 
mentioned.  Each  Parifh  has  three,  of  different 
Prices.  The  EngUJh  Churchmen,  tho'  they  no  lon- 
ger talk  of  the  Fire  of  Purgatory,  keep  up  how- 
ever a  good  many  Money-getting  Ceremonies  in 
Funerals,  and  have  only  changed  the  Romijh  Prayers 
for  the  Dead  into  very  harmlefs  Compliments  on 
their  Memory.  In  this  refpecl,  I  cannot  but  com- 
mend their  Decency  and  Candor.  They  don't  think 
it  proper  to  take  Church-Dues,  without  returning 
fome  way  or  other  Church-Favours. 

When  the  Corpfe  is  interr'd,  the  People  return 
in  the  fame  Order  to  the  Houle  ;  there  they  give 
them  Wine,  white  and  red,  and  fometimes  burnt 
with  Spices  ;  every  one  takes  a  little  to  comfort  him 
for  the  Lois  of  his  Friend,  and  the  Women  drink 
a  Glafs  or  two  in  order  to  keep  up  their  Spirits. 

I  find  thefe  Culloms  altogether  as  ridiculous  as 
thofe  of  the  Papifts,  tho'  I  confefs  they  are  a  little 
more  cheerful.  Inftead  of  doleful  lamentable  Pfalms, 
they  content  themfelves  with  a  fhort  Sermon  ;  and 

in 
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in  the  room  of  the  Popifh  Holy  Water,  thefe 
Churchmen  have  wifely  brought  in  a  Glafs  of  Wine 
for  themfelves.  One  may  well  enough  compare 
the  Popifh  Burials  to  the  Ceremonies  of  Magicians 
employed  in  calling  up  departed  Shades  ;  whereas 
thofe  of  the  Church  of  England  differ  nothing  from 
the  Feafts  of  People  in  good  humcur,  Compli- 
ments and  good  Cheer  are  here  united ;  and  in 
comparing  Folly  with  Folly,  I  muft  own  that  which 
entertains  is  much  more  excufable  than  that  which 
afflicts  me. 

People  of  Diftinc"tion  in  this  Country  are  buried 
in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Paris ;  they  are  carried 
in  a  Hearfe  attended  by  feveral  Coaches  full  of 
Mourners  and  Friends.  In  this  manner  they  are 
conducted  to  the  Churches,  and  placed  in  the  Vaults 
belonging  to  their  refpe£tive  Families. 

I  muft  own,  my  Friend,  that  I  am  exceedingly 
aftonifhed,  on  considering  the  Ceremonies  ufed  by 
the  Churchmen  in  this  Country,  at  their  exclaim- 
ing fo  loudly  at  the  Papifts.  They  are  lefs  exempt 
than  they  fancy  from  thofe  Reproaches  which  they 
beftow  fo  liberally  upon  others.  In  my  opinion, 
the  Prefbyterians  are  lefs  in  danger  of  being  retort- 
ed upon  in  this  refpe£t  ;  their  Ceremonies  are  fewer 
and  more  fimple,  which  renders  them  lefs  mocking 
in  the  Eyes  of  a  Philofopher.  Give  me  leave  for 
a  Moment  to  fuppofe  myfelf  a  Papift.  /  will  un- 
dertake^ fays  I  to  a  Churchman,  to  prove  that  you 
have  Cujloms  of  as  extraordinary  a  Nature  as  ours, 
and  that  the  Thing  with  which  you  mojl  reproach  us, 
and  which  in  fad  never  did  happen  amongjl  us,  hath 
fallen  out  frequently  among  ft  you.  How  often  have 
your  Doffors,  and  your  Hiftorians,  nay,  and  even 
your  Poets,  made  themfelves  merry  at  our  Expence  on 
Pope  Joan  ?     M  How   happy,    fav    you,    was   the 

«  Church 
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6'  Church  when  under  this  Female  Prefident  ?  A 
c<  pleafant  Succcjfor  this  of  St.  Peter  !  Would  not  the 
'<  Apoflle,  think  you,  look  down  from  Heaven  with 
<c  Amazement  at  the  Sight  of  a  Wo?nan  in  his  Chair? 
"  What  could  the  People  fay  when  Jhe  was  brought 
<c  to  bed  of  a  little  Popeling  in  a  public k  Place?" 
Thefe  PleaJ'antries,  however,  belong  more  properly  to 
the  Englifh  Church  than  to  the  Roman,  as  I  will 
undertake  to  prove.  For  take  which  Side  you  ivill : 
Suppofe  that,  with  the  Learned  of  thefe  Times,  you 
give  up  the  Story  as  a  Forgery,  and  acknowledge  that 
there  never  was  fuch  a  Thing  as  a  Female  Pope ; 
you  ?nujl  then  grant,  that  the  Clamours  made  on  this 
Subjecl  are  very  ill  founded ;  and  you  muji  likewife 
alloiv,  that  this  is  a  Jhrciud  Sign  of  your  Readinefs 
to  charge  us  with  Things  of  which  we  never  were 
guilty.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  pcrfijl  in  believing 
that  this  Tale  of  a  Fe?nale  Pope  is  really  no  Ficlion, 
I  will  then  undertake  to  prove  to  you  on  your  own 
Principles,  that  this  could  not  pojfibly  bring  any  Dif- 
honour  on  the  Church,  fincc  what,  according  to  your 
own  Account,  hath  but  once  happened  a?nongJl  us, 
has  been  however  frequent  enough  amongjl  you.  The 
Sovereign  is  conjlantly  alloived  to  be  Head  of  the 
Church  in  England  :  What  think  you  then  during 
the  Reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  Anne  ?  Had  you  not 
then  Female  Popes?  You  cant  deny  the  Matter  of 
Facl,  which  expofes  you  to  thefe  Pleafantries  ?  Did 
not  the  Marjlml  de  Biron  boajl  that  he  had  feen  the 
Head  of  the  Church  in  England  dance.  I  know 
very  well,  that  your  Authors  Jloutly  difpute  this  Point, 
maintaining  pofitively  that  this  Princefs  did  no  more 
than  play  on  the  Harpft chord.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
you  muj}  admit  that  Jhe  might  have  danced,  if  Jhe 
had  fo  pleafed;  nay,  Jhe  might  have  gone  farther, 
and  imitated  Pope  Joan  in  all  Things.  Let  me  afk 
you  then  ;  Would  you  have  thought  the  worfe  of  your 

Reli- 
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Religion  for  fucb  an  Accident  ?  TFithcut  doubt  you 
would  anfvuer^  that  the  Failings  of  a  particular  Per- 
fori  cannot  prejudice  any  Church.  I  alfo,  on  my  part, 
a/ledge  the  fame  Thing,  and  I  defy  you  to  find  a  Re- 
ply ;  move  which  way  you  will,  I  JJjall  always  have 
it  in  my  Power  to  recriminate.  But,  fay  you,  when 
cur  Queens  happen  to  be  at  the  Head  of  our  Re- 
ligion, it  is  a  mere  Accident ;  they  enjoy  an  empty 
Title,  and  pei  form  none  of  the  Funclions.  Now  this 
is  zvhat  I  abfclutely  deny,  for  they  have  a  direct  Au- 
thority over  the  Clergy,  and  in  quality  of  Heads  cf 
the  Church,  perform  all  that  any  other  Heads  of  the 
Church  do  at  any  other  Time.  Before  you  can  rid 
yourfelf  of  this  Objection,  you  muft  /hew  how  Kings 
are  Head:  cf  the  Church,  and  zu here in  the  Difference 
lies  between  their  Exercife  of  that  Office,  and  the 
Manner  in  which  it  is  difcharged  when  you  have  a 
Queen  Regent. 

When  the  Provinces  of  Zealand  and  Holland  of- 
fered by  their  Ambaffadors  to  acknowledge  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth for  their  Sovereign,  Jhe  rcjecled  that  Offer, 
and  told  them  withal,  that  they  were  in  the  wrong 
to  revolt  about  fo  fmall  a  Matter  as  the  Mafs.  If 
you  won't  aflifl:  thereat,  faid  Jhe,  as  a  Ceremony 
of  the  Church,  go  to  it  as  to  a  Play.  Suppofe  I 
took  it  into  my  Head  to  a£t  fuch  a  Scene  before 
you,  would  you  run  away  ?  I  know  you  would 
not,  but  ftand  ftili  and  look  on.  You  fee  I  am 
in  a  manner  ready,  for  I  am  drefs'd  in  a  white 
Robe,  and  that  is  one  of  the  main  Things  in  the 
Bufinefs. 

Do  you  believe  that  a  Qieeen  who  was  fo  well  verfed 
in  a  Ceremonial  of  another  Church,  as  to  have  been 
able  to  have  gone  through  it  in  cafe  of  need,  JJjould 
be  at  all  at  a  lofs  about  the  Rites  of  her  own  Church, 
of  which  Jhe  was  the  Head,  or  at  all  diffident  of 
her  Right  of  performing  them,  if  Jhe  had  Jo  thought 

fit. 
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fit.  For  my  part,  I  believe  that  if  Elizabeth  had 
taken  it  into  her  Head  to  preach,  none  of  her  Sub- 
jects 1  or/Id  have  had  any  Pretence  td  ce  fart  her  Ser- 
tmns.  This,  Sir,  is  my  way  of  talking  to  £;:?!ijh 
Churchmen. 

Confider,  dear  Ifaac,  that  different  Sed~ts  attack 
each  other  in  the  weaker!  Parts,  without  considering 
whether  they  are  not  guilty  then,  elves  of  die  fame 
Faults  which  they  impute  to  their  Adverfaries.  The 
Prefbyterians  indeed  may  be  allowed  to  throw  Pope 
Joan  in  the  Dim  of  the  Papifts,  becaufe  they  Hand 
in  no  fear  of  a  Recrimination.  The  Church  in 
this  Country  feems  to  be  the  Mean  between  that  of 
Rome,  and  the  Conventicle  of  Geneva.  The  Mem- 
bers of  that  Communion  have  not  fo  many  Cere- 
monies as  the  former,  neither  have  they  the  Sim- 
plicity of  the  latter ;  thev  feem  to  be  afraid  of  do- 
ing too  much  on  one  Side,  or  of  doing  too  little 
on  the  other. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac,  live  content  and  happy. 
London. 


LETTER     CXLII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conitami- 
nople. 

A  Very  melancholy  Affair,  my  dear  Ifaac,  of 
■**■  which  I  was  unluckily  a  Spectator  a  few  Days 
ago,  compels  me  to  make  fome  ferious  Reflections 
on  the  Force  of  Prejudice,    fince  I  am  convinced 

how 
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how  far  wrong  Notions  and  a  falfe  Love  of  Glory 
can  carry  Men. 

One  of  my  Friends  propofed  to  me  going  to  fee 
a  very  pleafant  Sight  :  I  afk'd  him  very  ferioufly 
whether  there  was  any  thing  in  it  curious.  There 
cannot^  anfwered  he,  be  any  thing  more  entertain- 
ing,  and  befides,  there  are  excellent  Rope-dancers, 
The  Gravity  with  which  my  Friend  fpoke,  fuffi- 
ciently  perfuaded  me  that  I  fhould  have  no  Rea- 
fon  to  be  difpleafed  with  the  Sight,  and  therefore 
I  readily  came  into  his  Propofal.  I  followed  my 
Conductor,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  London, 
we  fell  upon  a  great  Road  where  there  was  an  in- 
finite number  of  Spectators  afTembled  in  a  Groupe. 
But  judge,  dear  Ifaac,  at  my  Surprize,  when  look- 
ing about  me  I  faw  a  Gibbet,  and  twenty  Highway- 
men and  other  Malefactors  on  the  point  of  being 
executed.  I  cannot  fay  that  I  faw  both  at  the 
fame  time,  for  the  latter  were  not  yet  come,  but 
the  People  fpoke  of  their  coming  with  a  high  Air  of 
Satisfaction.  How!  faid  I  to  my  Friend,  What  is 
this  !  The  charming  Spcclacle  of  which  you  fpoke  to 
me  !  Be  quiet,  faid  he,  you  will  have  all  the  Reafon 
in  the  World  to  be  fatisfied,  the  Play  will  prefently 
begin,  they  only  wait  for  the  Affors,  who  are  upon 
the  Road. 

While  my  Friend  was  a  fpeaking  I  heard  a 
prodigious  Noife  ;  I  turned  my  Head  and  faw  a 
Cart,  and  in  it  feveral  People,  fome  of  whom  were 
well  drefs'd.  Ay  I  Ay  I  cried  my  Friend,  /  fee. 
by  the  Looks  of  the  Gentlemen  that  you  ivill  be  well 
enough  pleafed  with  this  Scene.  Why,  return'd  I, 
what  are  thefe  People  ?  and  what  do  they  come  here 
for  P  Come  here  for,  return'd'  he,  laughing,  why 
thefe  People  are  to  perforin  the  principal  Parts. 
I  then  began  to  confider  with  Attention  the  People 
in  the  Cart,  who  as  they  patted  near  me  appeared, 
1  notwith- 
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notwithstanding  they  were  fo  well  drefTed,  to  have 
each  a  Cord  ahout  his  Neck,  with  which  a  Moment 
after  he  was  to  be  tyed  up.  I  was  going  to  afk  my 
Friend  fome  Queftions  about  the  Drefs  of  thefe  Peo- 
ple, which  I  thought  pretty  extraordinary,  and  at 
the  fame  ill  chofen  ;  but  I  was  prevented  by  the 
Harangue  of  one  of  the  Highwaymen  :  He  cough'd, 
he  fnit,  looked  about  him,  as  unconcernedly  as  if  he 
had  been  a  Spectator  ;  next  he  pulled  off  a  pair  of 
white  Gloves  and  put  them  up  in  his  Pocket,  and 
then  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  Croud,  he  told  them, 
that  God  permitted  him  to  come  to  that  End  for 
playing  at  Cards  on  Sundays ;  had  it  not  been  for 
this  Crime,  he  fancied  it  feems  that  he  fhoukl 
never  have  been  difcovered,  but  have  gone  on 
quietly  and  methodically  in  the  way  of  his  Profef- 
fion. 

While  the  Gentleman  was  making  his  Speech, 
another  of  his  Companions  practifed  a  thoufand 
whimfical  Grimaces,  and  faid  from  time  to  time 
twenty  Droll  Things  in  order  to  make  the  Specta- 
tors fmile.  If  I  had  not  been  informed  how  this 
Comedy  was  to  end,  I  mould  certainly  have  fan- 
cied I  had  been  prefent  at  a  Mountebank's  Sta^e. 
Our  Highwayman  Orator  fpoke  pretty  much  with 
the  Air  of  one  of  thefe  itinerant  Doctors  when  he  is 
diftributing  his  Packets  ;  and  the  other  Fellow7,  who 
contented  himfelf  with  leiler  Motions  and  a  fort  of 
dumb  Shew,  refembled  pretty  ftrongly  a  Picrot  or 
'Jack  Padding.  As  I  was  looking  very  attentively 
upon  thefe  unhappy  Creatures,  in  order  to  difcover 
whether  this  falfe  Bravery  with  which  they  mimick 
Heroifm  in  their  laft  Moments  would  really  hold 
out,  the  Hangman,  who  had  already  faften'd  the 
Ropes  to  the  Gallows,  gave  the  Horfes  a  ftroke 
with  his  Whip,    and   the   Cart   Hiding  away,    the 

Actors 
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Actors  remained  pendant  in  the  Air,  where  they 
made  a  very  odd  figure.  Immediately  upon  this  a 
great  Number  of  People  ran  to  put  them  out  of 
their  Pain.  Some  pulled  them  by  the  Legs,  others 
ltruck  them  with  their  Fifts  upon  the  Stomach,  and 
by  the  Eafe  and  Coolnefs  with  which  they  did  this, 
I  perceived  that  the  Englljh  were  far  enough  from 
that  Delicacy  which  infpires  other  People  on  fuch 
Occafions,  and  fills  them  with  a  Horror  for  fuch  as 
by  their  Crimes  have  brought  themfelves  to  a  vio- 
lent Death. 

As  foon  as  I  had  loft  Sight  of  this  difmal  Spec- 
tacle, I  could  not  help  thinking  of  that  Infenlibi- 
lity  with  which  thofe  whom  I  juft  now  cenfured 
fuffered,  and  concerning  which  I  took  occafton 
to  queftion  my  Friend  :  Pray,  foid  I,  what  could  be 
the  caufe  that  thefe  two  Highfvay?nen  put  on  an  Air 
of  Intrepidity,  unaffecled  by  any  of  their  Companions 
in  Death?  The  Reafon,  returned  my  Friend,  fiMsr, 
hecaufe  they  had  an  Inclination  to  die  as  they  had  llv'd, 
and  to  leave  behind  them  the  Char  after  of  Men  of 
Spirit.  Jn  other  Countries  when  a  Criminal  Is  con- 
demn'd,  his  Head  Is  prefently  taken  up  with  the  Im- 
portance of  his  Voyage,  and  his  Confclence,  forfooth, 
claims  all  his  Attention.  Here  It  Is  quite  another 
Thing,  a  Man  of  Courage  who  hopes  to  wipe  off  a 
part  of  the  Shame  by  his  Manner  of  fujla'ming  his 
Punlfmient,  has  other  fort  of  Thoughts  in  his  Head. 
He  takes  care  to  get  hlmfelf  Jkav 'd,  powder' d,  and 
well  drefs'd,  and  then  this  Drefs  again  is  in  part,  to 
have  Air  of  a  Wedding,  and  part  that  of  a  Funeral. 
He  likewlfe  equips  hlmfelf  with  fuch  a  Speech  as 
you  heard  the  Man  makejuf  now,  of  which  he  gives 
a  Copy  to  a  Perfon  who  confoles  him  in  his  loft  Mo- 
ments, by  giving  him  folemn  Ajfurances  of  feeing  it 
printed  and  pubiijhed. 

How 
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How  !  cry'd  I,  Jiruck  with  Afhnifhmtnt  at  what 
my  Friend  had  told  me,  is  it  pojjible  that  all  the  fad 
Stuff  I  heard  that  Fellow  fay  jhould  he  printed  and 
laid  before  the  World  ?  I  /hall  be  no  longer  afto- 
nifhed  that  Malefactors  die  here  like  Beajls,  zvithcr.it 
/hewing  any  Marks  of  Concern  for  the  flagrant  Vil- 
lanics  they  have  committed,  or  like  Fools  trifle  azuay 
their  la/I  Moments  in  playing  antick  Tricks  to  divert 
a  Mob.  Is  it  permitted  amongji  a  People  who  pique 
themfehes  fo  ?nuch  on  their  Reflection  a?id  Good  Scufey 
that  publick  Executions  fiould  be  thus  in  a  mttrmet 
burlefqud,  the  neceffary  Confequencc  of  which  mujl  be 
the  encouraging  all  thofe  Crimes  that  are  moft  dan- 
gerous for  the  Publick  ?  The  Fear  of  Shame  is  as 
flrong  in  a  human  Soul,  as  the  Fear  of  PunijL 
How  many  People  zvould  rifqv.e  their  Lives  to  refcue 
thcmfclves  from  Want,  if  the  Fear  of  expeftng  their 
Families  to  cvcrla/ling  hfamy  did  not  withhold  them  ! 
Yet  in  this  Country,  it  is  not  only  thought  an  Ad?  of 
Injuflice  to  reflccl  on  the  Family  of  a  Criminal,  but 
it  is  likewife  thought  reafonable  to  abate  as  much  as 
is  poffible  the  Shame  of  his  Execution.  Whatever  hi 
has  done  in  his  Life,  a  Malefactor  may  acquire  the 
EJleem  of  this  Nation  at  his  Death,  provided  he  be- 
haves then  like  a  Beafl  or  a  Madman.  Corfdering 
this,  I  am  really  amazed  there  are  not  in  England 
?nany  ?nore  Thieves  cf  all  Stamps  than  there  are. 
Sure  I  am,  that  all  i?naginable  Pains  is  taken  to  en- 
creafe  their  Number.  It  is  true  i!?cy  are  puni/?/d9 
but  provided  they  die  intrepid,  this  Puni/hment  carries 
along  with  it  very  little  Shame.  If  a  Fellozv  dies 
boldly  and  with  Spirit,  his  Me?nory,  in/lead  of  being 
abhorred,  is  cherijhed,  a>:d  the  Prefs  is  employed  t$ 
tranfmit  an  Account  of  his  Bravery  to  Pojlerity. 

If  inftead  of  applauding  a  Malefactor's  Jlupid 
Harangue,  who  is  impudent  enough  to  ?nake  a  Jeji 
of  his  Sufferings  his  Behaviour  was  treated  ivitb  a 

Vol.  IV.  I  proper 
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proper  Contempt ,  and  his  ill-placed  Intrepidity  received 
the  Refentment  it  defcrved,  by  an  Appearance  of  dou- 
ble Indignation  in  the  Spectators,  Men  capable  of  bad 
Practices  would  be  abajhcd  at  the  Confederation  of 
their  Confcquences ;  and  the  Fear  of  the  Infamy  at- 
tending them  would  affright  them  more,  than  the 
Fear  of  that  violent  Death  to  which  they  are  expofed, 
the  Horror  of  which  is  greatly  abated  by  the  Applaufe 
they  expeel  from  the  Refolution  with  which  they  die. 
It  is  really  with  me  a  Queffion  zvho  is  leaf  in  his 
Wits,  the  Man  who  applauds  a  hardned  Criminal, 
or  the  Criminal  who  fancies  he  can  efface  his  Guilt 
by  Jhewing  no  fort  of  Concern  about  it. 

All  thefe  Arguments,  dear  Ifaac,  made  no  Im- 
preffion  upon  my  Friend  ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  he 
pretended  to  defend  this  crying  Abufe  founded  only 
on  ridiculous  Prejudices,  and  flattered  himfelf  that 
he  had  fully  excufed  it,  by  attributing  it  to  the  na- 
tural Intrepidity  of  the  Englijh,  and  the  Contempt 
they  have  for  Death.  It  is,  faid  I,  for  that  very 
Reafon,  that  the  People  of  this  Country  Jhould  have 
ether  Motives  to  refrain  them  ;  when  taking  away 
their  Lives  will  not  terrify  Folks,  muff  you  not  have 
Recourfe  to  other  Methods  to  deter  them  from  doing 
Mifchief?  It  might  be  allowable  amongft  Nations 
where  the  Fear  of  Death  terrifies  beyond  Defcription, 
to  abate  fomething  of  Shame  in  their  Executions,  be- 
caufe  in  other  refpetls  they  have  Force  enough  to  pro- 
duce the  Effetls  ivhich  are  looked  for  from  them  ;  but 
amongjl  you  Englifh,  how  is  it  poffible  to  keep  you  to 
your  Duty  f  This  was  received  juft  as  my  former 
Difcourfe  had  been.  My  Friend  contented  him- 
felf with  laughing  in  my  Face,  and  I  muft  own 
that  as  to  -this  Head,  the  Englijh  are  a  very  odd  fort 
of  People. 

I  dare  fay,  dear  Ifaac,  you  will  be  no  lefs  fhock'd 
than  I,   at  this  ridiculous  Practice  of  extenuating 

ia 
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in  fuch  a  manner  the  Infamy  which  fuch  Wretches 
deferve  who  perim  by  the  Halter,  and  that  you 
will  readily  admit  that  the  Prejudices  of  fome  po- 
lite Nations  are  frequently  as  ridiculous  as  thofe  of 
untaught  Savages.  Every  Man  who  will  make  ufe 
of  his  Reafon,  will  eafdy  difcern  that  it  is  a  Thing 
more  excufable  to  pufh  to  Extremity  the  Seventy 
with  which  fuch  Men  are  treated,  as  bring  them- 
felves  to  fuffer  ignominious  Deaths,  than  by  pitying 
them  to  hurt  Society.  All  imaginable  Pains  mould 
be  taken  to  find  out  Means  of  itriking  fuch  People 
with  Terror,  and  this  more  efpecially  as  they  pre- 
tend  to  defpife  Death.  The  Duke  de  Fendofme, 
during  the  laft  War  in  Italy,  caufed  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Banditti  and  AfTaflins  to  be  hang'd  up,  but 
without  being  able  to  put  an  End  to  fuch  Difor- 
ders  \  which,  on  the  contrary,  continued  as  frequent 
as  ever,  the  moft  horrid  Murders  being  committed 
every  Week,  either  on  account  of  Jealoufy,  or  pri- 
vate Piques.  At  length,  however,  the  Duke  fell 
upon  a  Remedy  unthought  of  before  ;  he  took  hold 
of  the  Italian  Superftition,  and  gave  Orders,  that 
no  Aflaffin  mould  for  the  future  be  allowed  a  Con- 
feflbr,  in  order  to  fettle  his  Confcience  before  Death. 
This  had  the  defired  Effect,  for  it  terrified  thofe 
Mifcreants  infinitely  more  than  the  Fear  of  Death. 
The  Rifque  of  bring  hang'd  was  nothing  ;  but  to 
be  hang'd  without  Confeflion  was  a  Chance  they 
could  not  be  brought  to  itand. 

When  I  was  at  Paris,  the  Chevalier  de  Mai/J/i 
told  me  a  Story  of  a  Soldier  who  was  condemned 
to  be  fhot,  and  who  abfolutelv  refufed  to  have  an/ 
thing  to  do  with  the  Priefts.  All  imaginable  Pains 
were  taken  to  convince  him  of  the  Folly  and  Wio 
kednefs  of  fuch  a  Behaviour,  but  in  vain,  he  re- 
mained firm  to  the  very  Hour  o£  his  Execution, 
I  2  notwith- 
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notwithstanding  all  the  Reprefentations  of  his  be- 
coming the  Prey  of  Devils,  and  of  his  fuffering  the 
moft  intolerable  Torments  to  all  Eternity  when  he 
came  to  die.  In  this  fullen  Difpofition  he  was  led 
out;  but  as  he  went  along,  he  took  it  into  his 
head  to  afk  what  they  would  do  with  his  Body  ?  To 
which  it  was  anfwered,  that  it  would  be  thrown 
into  the  Common  Sewer.  How  !  faid  he,  jharit 
I  be  buried  in  holy  Ground?  No,  reply 'd  the  Prieft, 
ftnee  you  are  determined  not  to  die  like  a  Chrijlian, 
we  fee  no  Reafon  why  you  Jhould  fare  like  a  Chri- 
Jlian  after  Death.  The  Thoughts  of  not  being  in- 
terred in  a  Church-yard,  did  more  with  this  Fellow 
than  the  Fear  of  Damnation.  He  thought  nothing 
of  his  Soul's  lying  eternally  in  Hell ;  but  he  could 
not  bear  that  his  Body  mould  be  thrown  into  a 
Common  Sewer. 

Behold,  my  dear  Ifaac,  an  evident  Proof  of  the 
Effects  which  Shame  and  a  fenfe  of  Infamy  will 
produce,  even  in  the  Minds  of  the  moft  hardned 
Men.  There  will  always  remain,  even  among  fuch 
Creatures  as  thefe,  fuch  a  Portion  of  Self-Love,  as 
will  make  them  extremely  fenfible  of  any  Expref- 
fions  of  Horror  towards  them.  For  this  Reafon  I 
am  perfuaded  that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  unjuft, 
that  it  is  in  truth  a  Thing  ufeful  to  Society,  to 
keep  up  a  fort  of  Shynefs  towards  fuch  Families  as 
have  had  any  of  their  Branches  cut  off  by  the  Hands 
of  the  common  Hangman.  Throwing  an  indeli- 
ble Blemifh  upon  thofe  who  are  moft  dear  to  a 
Man,  is  a  Curb  that  will  reftrain  fome  Difpofitions 
untraceable  by  other  Means  ;  and  Experience  will 
fhew,  that  fuch  as  are  no  way  fenfible  of  the  Fear 
of  Death,  retain  yet  a  Dread  of  covering  with  per- 
petual Infamy  a  Father,  a  Mother,  Wife  and  Chik 
ilren. 

I  know 
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I  know  very  well,  that  this  Maxim  will  appear 
contrary  to  Equity,  inafmuch  as  it  renders  inno- 
cent People  obnoxious  to  thofe  Punifhments  which 
only  the  Guilty  have  deferved.  But  then  we  muft 
remember,  that  it  is  limply  impoflible  even  the 
wifeft  Lav/s  mould  prove  beneficial  to  all  the 
World.  All  that  can  be  expected  is,  that  they 
mould  turn  to  the  Benefit  of  the  greateft  part  of 
them.  This  is  the  Sentiment  of  a  very  great  Phi- 
lofopher,  who  in  order  to  prove  the  Juftice  of  the 
Roman  Laws  againft  infolvent  Debtors,  maintains, 
that  it  is  better  a  fmall  number  of  People  mould 
run  the  Hazard  of  lofmg  the  Benefit  of  a  juft  Ex- 
cufe,  than  that  the  whole  World  mould  be  left  at 
liberty  to  look  out  fpecious  Pretexts  for  not  paying 
their 'juft  Debts  *•.  ' 

Ym-q  thee  well,    dear  Ifiwc,    live  content,    and 
may  ft  thou  be  happy  in  all  thy  A:tairs. 
London* 


LETTER     CXLIII. 

Isaac  Onis,    Car  alt  e^   heretofore  a  Rabbi 
at    Conftaneinople,     to   Aaron    Mon- 

CEC  A. 

'"p  H  E  Letters  you  have  written  me,  dear  Mon- 

*-     ceca^  and  wherein  you  fpeak  fo  freely  of  the 

Men  of  Letters  in  England^  have  induced  me   to 

*  Satius  enim  erat  a  paucis  etiam  jujlum  accufutionem 
non  accipi,  quam  ab  omnibus  aliquant  tcntari.  Seneca  de 
Benefices,  lib.  vii.  cap.  16. 

I  -i  reflect 
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reflect  a  little  on  the  Great  Men  our  Nation  has 
produced,  and  who  are  utterly  unknown  but  to 
the  fmall  Circle  of  the  Learned.  The  Nazarenes 
in  general  believe,  that  our  Brethren  are  plunged 
in  the  grofTeft  Ignorance,  and  that  ObfHnacy  is 
the  fole  Support  of  our  Religion.  Some  of  their 
Doctors  have  gone  yet  farther,  and  have  taught  a 
moft  extraordinary  Doctrine  incompatible  with  any 
found  Notions,  even  of  the  Divine  Being.  They 
fay,  that  he  permits  the  Ifraelites  to  remain  in  the 
State  they  are,  that  their  perfiiting  in  their  Faith, 
may  ferve  as  a  Proof  of  that  of  the  Nazarenes. 
is  it  poflible  to  advance  any  thing  more  apparently 
falfe  ?  For  let  us  fuppofe  for  a  Moment,  that  the 
Jtwijh  Religion  were  falfe,  would  it  not  ftill  be 
ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that  God  damns  a  certain 
number  of  Creatures  merely  to  afford  the  Means  of 
Salvation  to  others  ?  As  if  it  were  neceffary  for 
him  to  make  ufe  of  fo  cruel  a  Stratagem  to  oblige 
feme  People  to  flick  to  their  Belief.  The  Vanity 
of  the  Ndzarene  glares  exceflively,  in  their  pre- 
tending to  defend  fuch  an  Opinion  as  this  ;  they 
think  it  not  enough,  it  feems,  to  treat  us  upon  all 
Occafions  with  fovereign  Contempt,  but  they  would 
alfo  make  God  participate  with  them  in  this  fort  of 
Uiage,  without  reflecting  that  fuch  a  Manner  of 
acting  is  repugnant  to  his  Eflence.  We  need  not 
be  aitonifh'd,  dear  Mouceca,  at  the  Pride  of  fome 
Philofophers,  who  would  perfuade  us,  that  the  U> 
niverfe  is  made  for  Man  alone ;  and  that  fo  many 
Worlds,  exceeding  in  Size  that  which  we  inha- 
bit, fo  many  Suns,  larger  and  brighter  than  that 
which  enlightens  our  Syftem,  are  fcattered  through 
the  boundlefs  Expanfe,  merely  to  entertain  the  Sight 
of  one  of  us  Worms  upon  the  Earth.  How  ab- 
furd  foever  this  Opinion  may  be,  it  is  ftill  lefs  fo, 
than  to  believe  that  God  makes  one  Soul  cverlaft- 

ingly 
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ingly    miferable,  that  to  another  he  may  facilitate 
the  Means  of  becoming  eternally  happy. 

Vifions  of  this  (lamp  are  fo  ridiculous,  that  there 
is  nothing  difficult  in  expofing  them  even  to  People 
of  very  moderate  Abilities.  But  the  Nazarenc  Di- 
vines are  by  no  means  for  allowing  us  the  Liberty 
of  refuting  their  Errors.  When  one  of  our  learned 
Men  writes  a  Book  in  our  Defence,  our  Adverfa- 
ries  are  not  only  forbid  the  Reading  of  it,  but  in 
certain  Countries  they  pum  this  Severity  fo  far  as 
to  hinder  even  our  felves  from  reaping  the  Benefit 
of  fuch  Inftruc~tions.  In  Italy ,  the  Jews  are  for- 
bid to  have  in  their  Cuftody  Tl)e  Commentaries  of 
Abarbinel  on  the  minor  Prophets.  You  know  as 
well  as  I  do,  dear  Monceca,  how  excellent  a  Book 
that  is,  and  that  the  more  our  Enemies  condemn 
it,  the  more  they  reprefent  it  as  dangerous,  the 
more,  with  refpecl:  to  us,  they  commend  and  ap- 
plaud it.  The  Jealoufy  and  Tyranny  of  their  Priefts 
hath  not  ftopp'd  at  this  fingle  Prohibition  ;  many 
of  their  Doctors  have  written,  that  it  would  be 
both  ufeful  and  neceflary  to  prohibit  all  the  Books 
of  Abarbinel  to  the  Jeivs,  becaufe  they  are  capable 
of  confirming  us  in  our  Sentiments.  Is  it  not, 
Monceca^  a  pleafant  way  of  refuting  a  Book  to  fup- 
prcfs  it  ?  What  Judgment  do  they  think,  I  will 
not  fay  the  Learned,  but  even  the  middle  fort  of 
People,  who  ufe  their  Underftandings,  will  pafs  on 
fuch  a  Conduct  ? 

The  Nazarenes  have  indeed  Reafon  to  fear  the 
Spirit  and  the  Learning  of  Abarbinel :  That  illuftri- 
ous  Rabbin  was  equal  even  to  our  famous  Maimoni- 
des.  What  Spleen  foever  our  Enemies  have  (hewn 
againft  his  Writings,  they  acknowledge,  however, 
that  where  his  Interpretations  have  nothing  to  do 
between  them  and  their  Controverfies  with  the 
Jews,  he  is  fublime,  judicious,  perfpicuous,  and  full 
I  4  of 
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of  Candor.  Can  we  expect  any  more  ?  ought 
we  to  hope  they  will  overturn  their  own  Objec- 
tions ? 

The  Merit  of  Abarbinel  was  fo  great,  that  it 
overcame  the  Prejudices  of  many  of  the  Nazarenes^ 
infomuch  that  after  his  Death,  many  Venetian  No- 
blemen did  not  difdain  to  attend  his  Funeral,  which 
was  celebrated  by  the  principal  Jezus  of  Padua. 
It  was  in  a  Church-yard  of  that  famous  City  that 
this  famous  Jew  was  buried,  and  fome  time  after 
they  interred  Juda  Mentz  in  the  fame  Place.  This 
Rabbi  was  alfo  an  illuftrious  Man.  He  died  Re£tor 
of  the  Academy  of  Padua.  All  Perfons  of  Letters 
agree,  that  he  had  a  brifk  and  lively  Imagination, 
and  that  he  fpoke  and  wrote  with  great  Facility, 
however,  he  had  not  either  the  Knowledge  of 
Adencjjah  Ben  Ifrael,  or  the  profound  Erudition  of 
Sclmion  Ben  Virga.  The  Conciliator  of  the  nrft 
mentioned  Rabbi,  is  an  excellent  Work,  and  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Jews  compofed  by  the  latter,  is  a 
Piece  worthy  of  the  high  eft  Efteem. 

Abraham  de  Balmis  deferves  a  diftinguifhed  Rank 
among  the  Learned  of  our  Nation.  That  illuftri- 
ous Phyfician  was  an  excellent  Grammarian,  and 
an  excellent  Philofopher,  compofed  a  Book  of  the 
utmoft  Ufe  of  the  Means  of  acquiring  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Hebrew  Tongue.  *  A  Chriftian  Cri- 
tique did  not  however  fpare  this  Great  Man.  As 
he  had  too  much  Candor   to  decide  haftily  upon 

*  Abraham  de  Balmis  nihil  aliud  agere  mihi  =vifus  eft 
yuarn  iieier  urn  Doclrinam  perpetuo  coniellere  at  que  impug- 
nare,  mrgis  infeclando  ocmpaius,  quam  in  docendo,  at  in 
dubium  tc.ntum  njocare  prifcovum  prseceptiones  ;  cum  inte- 
rim nihil  cert:  fictuat,  non  dicere  eft,  fed  ridere.  Mun- 
(terus  in  Praefatione  Grammatices,  apud  Spizelii  Felicem 
Literatum,  p.  91  3. 

Things 
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Things  which  feemed  to  him  to  lie  beyond  the 
Reach  of  human  Capacity,  and  as  he  chofe  to  ex- 
amine Things  to  the  Bottom  before  he  admitted 
them  to  be  abfolutely  certain,  they  charged  him 
with  a  Defign  of  deftroying  all  Syftems,  without 
intending  to  erect  any  thing  in  their  ftead.  Thus 
becaufe  he  was  not  ram  and  overbearing,  they  would 
needs  have  him  a  Sccptick. 

The  Nazarenes  are  fo  given  to  fearch  out  what- 
ever may  tarnifh  the  Reputation  of  our  Authors, 
that  they  feldom  fpare  any.  They  feem  efpecially 
to  bend  their  Attacks  againft  thofe  who  have  moft 
Merit.  You  know,  my  dear  Monceca,  that  it  is  to 
the  illuftrious  Akiba  we  ftand  indebted  for  all  that 
is  either  true  or  reafonable  in  refpect  to  the  Oral 
Law  j  and  tho'  I  am  a  Caratte^  yet  I  muft  frankly 
own,  that  if  nothing  had  been  added  to  the  Wri- 
tings of  this  Great  Man,  all  that  he  fays  with  re- 
fpecl: to  the  written  Law,  ought  to  be  received  a- 
mong  all  the  different  Seels  of  Jeivs.  However, 
the  Merit  of  Akiba  is  far  from  ftanding  unimpeach- 
ed  by  the  Nazarene  Doctors  :  They  reprefent  him 
as  a  crafty  Fellow,  a  Cheat  and  an  Impoilor.  Such 
are  the  Appellations  they  beftow  on  a  Rabbi,  who 
by  his  Candor  and  Knowledge,  merits,  that  all  true 
Ifraclhes  fhould  agree  in  giving  him  the  Title  of 
Sethumataah)  or,  The  Authentick. 

It  muft,  however,  be  confefTed,  my  dear  Mon- 
ceca^  that  if  all  the  Books  which  the  Jeivs  attribute 
to  Akiba  were  really  and  truly  his,  the  Nazarenes 
would  have  abundant  Reafon  to  reject  them,  as  full 
of  Lyes  and  Fables.  In  this  refpecl:  they  would 
only  follow  the  Example  of  the  Caraites.  For  I 
mull:  do  fo  much  Juftice  to  the  Skill  and  Merit  of 
that  Rabbi,  as  to  (land  perfuaded,  that  all  the  Re- 
veries in  the  Talmud^  did  not  flow  from  him,  as 
I  5  from 
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from  their  Source,  nor  were  originally  collected 
from  his  Writings.  It  is  very  true,  that  Akiba  was 
the  firlt  Compiler  of  the  Deuterofes,  or  Jewijh  Tra- 
ditions, and  that  he  drew  together  and  digefted  in- 
to one  Work,  what  Hillel,  Simeon,  and  other  Doc- 
tors had  written  in  different  Treatifes ;  but  that 
learned  Rabbi  was  far  from  collecting  all  the  Ex- 
travagances which  we  now  fee  in  the  Talmud.  It 
was  fuch  who  afterwards  laboured  in  that  Work 
who  invented  them,  or  at  leaft  had  the  Weaknefs 
to  tranfmit  them  to  Pofterity.  Even  the  mofl  zea- 
lous Partizans  of  the  Talmud  are  compelled  to  own, 
that  Akiba  was  dead  before  Rabbi  Judak  compofed 
the  Mifna  or  Talmud  of  Jerufalem  -,  they  pretend 
that  this  laft  mentioned  Rabbi  was  born  the  very 
Day  the  other  died  :  But  fure  it  is  without  all  Foun- 
dation, that  after  having  reported  this,  that  they 
break  out  thus,  when  one  Sun  was  eclipfed,  another 
appeared  in  the  Horizon  *.  I  proteft,  dear  Mon- 
cecay  a  Man  muft  be  prejudiced  to  a  high  degree, 
who  can  fee  any  thing  like  an  Equality  between 
thefe  Jews  \  and  I  muft  own  to  you,  that  even  at 
the  Time  that  I  had  no  Thoughts  of  becoming  a 
Caraite,  I  always  looked  on  the  one  as  a  Man  of 
Learning  of  the  firft  Oafs  f,  and  on  the  other  as 
an  Author  of  a  very  fufpicious  Authority.  Heaven 
has  at  length  been  pleafed  to  remove  the  Clouds 
which  hindred  my  Sight,  and  I  now  clearly  diftin- 
guifli  the  Folly  of  thofe  pretended  Traditions,    for 

*  JR.  Juda  Princeps  natus  eft  Mo  Die  quo  obi  if  R.  Aki- 
hn,  de  quo  aiunt  Sol  exortus  eft,  C35  Sol  occid.it.  PezTOB, 
Defence  of  the  Antiquities  of  Times,  p.  76. 

-\  Hi-: jus  nomen  (inquit  Autor  Lib/i  Zemacb  David) 
exiit  ab  u?io  extrerr.o  Mundi  ufque  ad.  aliud,  at  que  tot  am 
legem  Oraiem  ex  ejus  ore  i-.ecijimus,  Konig.  Bibliotheca 
Vetus  &  Nova,  p.  19. 

which 
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which  Reafon  I  reject  them.  But  before  I  took 
this  Step,  I  was  refolved  to  examine  thoroughly  ii - 
to  the  Matter,  that  I  might  avoid  doing  that  ha- 
ftily  which  I  might  repent  at  Leifure.  I  am  there- 
pofitive  that  I  had  good  Grounds  for 
ing  the  2  almud  and  all  its  Dreams.  At  leafr, 
I  flattei  myfelf,  that  I  omitted  nothing  in  my  Pow- 
er, in  order  to  difcover  and  come  at  the  Truth, 
and  if  I  have  been  deceived,  I  truft  that  the  Deity  y 
who  Knows  my  good  Intentions,  will  have  Mercy 
upon  me  ;  for  it  appears  abfolutcly  impofiible  that 
he  mould  have  given  any  Authority  for  the  puerile 
Obfcrvations  dictated  by  our  Rabbies.  Can  it  be 
believed,  that  he  would  ever  defcend  into  a  Tale 
of  the  Neceflities  to  which  we  are  fubjected  by 
the  Structure  of  our  Bodies  ?  Is  it  not  a  morr. 
aflonifhing  Folly,  to  place  among  the  Number  of 
religious  Ceremonies  our  Manner  of  eafing  of  Na- 
ture ?  However,  fome  of  our  Rabbies  have  not 
been  afhamed  to  write  very  copioufly  upon  this 
Subject.  In  the  firft  place,  they  have  fettled  the 
Points  of  the  Compafs  towards  which  thefe  fort  of 
Conveniences  mould  he  turned,  and  thefe  are  the 
North  and  South.  Next  it  is  fettled,  that  we  are 
not  to  remove  our  Garments  but  in  a  fitting  Pof- 
ture ;  this  is  the  fecond  Rule.  And  the  third  is, 
that  in  all  Affairs  of  this  Nature  we  ufe  the  Left, 
and  not  the  Right  Hand,  which  would  be  a  grie- 
vous Offence;  fuch,  according  to  thefe  Rabbins, 
are  the  facrcd  Myfreries  of  the  Law,  which  are  net 
to  be  difpenfed  with  -,  and  to  give  greater  Weight 
to  thefe  Impertinencies,  they  are  infertcd  in  the 
Writings  of  Akiba,  whom  they  have  made  the  Au- 
thor of  thefe  ridiculous  Precepts,  which  doubtlcfs 
he  never  thought  of.  For  it  is  impoflible  to  believe 
that  a  Man  fo  truly  learned  as  he  was,  mould 
I  6  have 
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have  run  into  fuch  low  and  pitiful  Abfurdities  ;  but 
they  were  glad,  no  doubt,  to  lay  hold  of  fo  vene- 
rable a  Name  as  his,  in  order  to  give  a  Sanction  to 
their  Chimaeras  *. 

The  Rabbies,  dear  Monceca^  have  done  as  much 
Mifchief  to  the  Jewijh  Religion  by  their  Imperti- 
nencies,  as  the  Chriftian  Monks  have  to  theirs,  by 
their  deplorable  and  fometimes  ridiculous  Superfti- 
tions.  The  fdly  Works  both  of  the  one  and  the 
other,  have  prejudiced  but  too  many  People  againft 
all  the  Books  in  general,  which  treat  of  both  Reli- 
gions. They  are  fo  much  fcandalized  at  the  Foole- 
ries which  they  fee  not  only  tolerated,  but  approved 
and  commended,  that  they  cannot  perfuade  them- 
felves  that  there  can  be  found  any  fenfible  Writers 
in  thofe  Communions,  wherein  feme  Members  re- 
ceive as  ufeful  and  necefiary  Rules,  fuch  Follies 
and  Extravagancies  as  are  fcarce  pardonable  in  Ideots. 

Thus,  on  account  of  a  Prejudice  fatal  to  the 
Learned  amongft  us,  the  Naiarenes  will  not  be 
brought  to  diftinguim  between  our  Rabbies,  but 
condemn  them  in  the  Lump.  In  the  very  fame 
Manner  the  Proteftants  defpife  many  excellent 
Works  written  by  Catholick  Divines,  but  fure 
with  very  little  Reafon.  For  inftance,  they  flight 
the  moral  Effays  of  M.  Nicole,,  the  Sermons  of 
Bonrdaloue,  and  many  others,  becaufe  they  judge 
of    all    their  Books    of   Piety    by    the  Legend   of 

*  Dixit  Akiba,  Ingrejfus  fum  aliquando  poft  Rabbi 
Jdfuam  in  /edit  fecretar  locum  Cif  tria  didici.  Didici  I. 
quod  non  <verfus  orientem  £sf  occidentem,  fed  *verfw  fepteu- 
trionem  &  auflrum>  convert  ere  nos  debemus.  Didici  II. 
quod  ?.on  in  pedes  ere  SI  um,  fed jam  confident  emy  fe  retegere 
ii  eat.  Didici  III.  quod  Pcdex  non  dextrd  fed  finiftrd 
menu  abjiergendus  fit  .  .  .  Legis  hac  Arcana  fu?:t.  jBara- 
ietha,  in  Maffedi.  Eeruchot.  fol.  62. 
'  St. 
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St.  Francis,  the  Life  of  Mary  Alacoque,  the  Works 
of  the  Monk  Ceefarius,  thofe  of  the  Jefuits  Outer- 
?nan  and  Gazeus,  the  Myjlical  City  of  God,  by 
Mary  d  Agreda,  and  fuch  like.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  muft  be  allowed,  that  there  are  very  few  Papifts 
who  will  be  at  the  pains  of  diftinguifhing  between 
the  learned  and  judicious  Proteftants,  and  thofe  Vi- 
fionaries  who  wait  for  the  Accomplifhment  of  the 
pretended  Prophecies  of  Juricu  or  fuch-like  Rhapfo- 
dies.  Such  are  the  unhappy  Effects  of  that  Preju- 
dice which  weak  and  wicked  Writers  beget  in  others 
igainft  the  Religion  they  profefs. 

Farewel,  dear  Monceca,  live  eafy   and  contented, 
and  mayft  thou  be  always  profperous. 

From  Cairo. 


LETTER     CXLIV. 


Isaac  Onis,  Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi 
at  Conftancinople,  to  Aaron  Mon- 
c  e  ca. 

[  HAVE  within  thefe  few  Days,  my  dear  Mon- 
A  cecay  contracted  an  Acquaintance  with  a  Samari- 
tan Jew.  He  has  fet  me  right  as  to  abundance  of 
Things,  of  which  till  now  I  had  but  very  con- 
fufed  Ideas.  I  looked  upon  the  Samaritans  in  ge- 
neral as  Hereticks  plunged  in  an  Abyfs  of  Errors. 
I  believed  that  none  of  their  Ceremonies  did  at 
all  refcmble  thofe  of  the  ancient  Ifraelites ;  nay,  I 
would  fcarce  admit  that  their  former  Worfhip  had  any 
1  .thing 
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thing  in  common  with  that  of  the  Jews.  Thefe 
Prejudices  of  mine  are  entirely  diflipated,  and  I  am 
thoroughly  fatisfied  that  I  have  been  in  an  Error. 

Of  all   the  Jewijh   Seels,    the  Sa??iaritans  differ 
leaft  in  their  Cuftoms  from  thofe  of  our  Anceftors. 
Moft  of  thefe  People  live  at  Gaza,  Damafcus,  Cai- 
ro, but  principally  at  Sichem,  now  called  Neapolis. 
They  offer  Sacrifices  upon  Mount  Gerizim,  affirming 
pofitively  that  this  is  the  chofen  Place  of  the  Lord. 
They  not  only  cite,  in  Defence  of  this  their  Opi- 
nion,   a  Pafiage  of  their  Peititeuch  *,  which  they 
charge   our  Anceftors  with   corrupting,  by   putting 
Mount  Hcbaly  whence  the  Curfes  were  to  be  pro- 
nounced, for  Mount  Gerizi?n,  whence  the  Bleffings 
were   to  be   derived.     But  they  infift  alfo  en  Pre- 
fcription,  on  the  uninterrupted  Succeflion  cf  their 
High-Priefts,  on  Tradition,  on  Hiflory,   and   f  on 
the 'tacit  Ccnfeflion  of  the  Author  of  the  Chriftian 
Law,  who  did   not  difpute  or  deny  the  Truth  of 
what  the   Samaritan  Woman   alledged,    that  their 
Fathers   worfhipped   on    Mount  Gerizim  %.     This 
Reproach  of  Corruption,  which  our  Anceftors  threw 
by  wholefale  on  this  poor  People,  has  been  adopted 
by  certain  learned  Men  among  the  Nazarenes,  with- 
out reflecting  that  the  eftablifhing  this  Propofition 
as  a  Truth,  would  be  equally  prejudicial  to  them 
and  to  us.    As  I  am  fully  perfuaded  cf  this,  I  mould 
be  glad,  after  reading  my  Letter,  if  you  would  give 
me  your  Thoughts  upon  the  Matter. 

The  Samaritan  from  whom  I  learned  all  thefe 
Particulars,  afTured  me,  that  their  Priefts  are  to 
this  Day  of  the  Race  of  Aaron  3  and  that  they  never 

*  Deuteron.  x>;vii,  4. 

-\  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  iv.  cap.  ult.  k  lib.  xlii.  cap.  6. 

j  1  John  iv.  21,  22. 

inter- 
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intermarry  out  of  that  Family,  that  they  may  not 
fully  the  Honour  of  their  Defcent.  He  tells  us  like- 
wife,  that  the  Altar  on  which  they  facrificed,  is 
the  very  fame  which  was  built  by  the  Ifraclltes  im- 
mediately after  their  Paflage  over  Jordan.  I  mufl 
own  to  you,  dear  Monceca^  that  I  can  fcarce  give 
Credit  to  the  Antiquity  and  Authenticity  of  thefe 
Stories  ;  but  rather  think  it  a  Tale  fit  to  be  infert- 
ed  among  the  fabulous  Collections  of  the  Rabbies. 
If  indeed  any  thing  could  give  it  Weight,  it  muft 
be  that  wonderful  Care  and  Induftry  with  which 
the  Samaritans  have  always  preferved  the  Cuftoms 
of  their  Anceftors,  and  whatever  came  down  to 
them  with  the  venerable  Stamp  of  Antiquity.  They 
yet  keep  up  and  make  ufe  of  the  ancient  Hebrew 
Characters,  which  differ  much  from  thofe  that  are 
in  Ufe  with  us,  and  which  were  the  Invention  of 
Efdras,  after  the  Return  from  the  Babylonlfo  Cap- 
tivity. 

You  will  eafily  apprehend,  my  dear  Monceca, 
that  People  fo  much  attached  as  the  Samaritans  are 
to  the  Cuftoms  of  our  earlieft  Anceifors,  are  far 
enough  from  admitting  as  Rules  of  Faith,  all  the 
Reveries  of  the  Talmud.  Far  from  adopting  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Rabbies,  they  go  yet  farther 
than  the  Caraitts9  and  acknowledge  no  Scriptures 
but  the  firft  Books  of  Mofes^  looking  on  the  reft 
of  the  (acred  Code,  as  written  by  pious  Men  under 
the  immediate  Direction  of  Heaven,  but  yet  of  no 
decifive  Authority  with  refpect  to  Matters  of  Faith. 
It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  the  Samaritans  run  into 
a  grofs  Error  in  this  refpedr  :  For  fince  they  admit 
that  thefe  Books  were  really  written  by  the  Perfons 
whofe  Names  they  bear,  and  that  tneir  Authors 
were  pious  Men,  influenced  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
why  fiiould  they  hefitate  at  admitting  the  Authority 
2  of 
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of  the  Books  themfelves  ?  If  it  could  once  be 
made  out  to  the  Cardites,  that  thofe  who  compofed 
the  Talmud  were  Perfons  of  Wifdom  and  Learn- 
ing, they  would  receive  it  without  Delay ;  much 
more  if  it  could  be  made  appear,  that  the  Rabbies 
by  whom  it  was  compofed  were  enlightned  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

It  is  neceffary,  dear  Monceea,  when  one  would 
avoid  giving  a  blind  Obedience  to  whatfoever  is 
contained  in  a  Book,  to  alledge  that  its  Author  was 
a  mere  Man  and  uninfpired.  For  when  once  it  is 
admitted,  that  a  Book  was  written  by  Infpiration, 
abfolute  SubmifRon  is  due  thereto.  It  is  ridiculous 
to  attempt  to  range  in  different  Oafies,  fuch  Pieces 
as  have  fallen  from  the  Pens  of  infpired  Men.  For 
we  cannot  believe  that  Men  are  more  or  lefs  in- 
fpired, or  that  whatever  they  receive  by  Infpiration 
ought  to  be  received  with  any  different  degree  of 
Credit. 

A  famous  German  Divine  went  very  near  avert- 
ing this  erroneous  Opinion  *.  In  the  Pleat  of  a 
Difpute,  he  advanced  a  Proportion  with  which  his 
Adverfaries  for  ever  after  reproached  him.  He  af- 
firmed, that  a  certain  Work,  written  by  an  ancient 
Divine,  whom  the  Nazarenes  fuppofe  to  be  one  of 
their  Apoftles,  was  low,  poor,  and  little  better 
than  Chaff,  in  companion  of  the  Writings  of  other 
Doctors  f.  His  Enemies  did  not  fail  to  attack  him 
vigoroufly  on  his  maintaining  fo  evident  a  Falfhood. 
In  the  end,  he  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  his 
Error ;  and  at  this  Day  the  moft  zealous  of  his 
Difciples  readily  admit  that  he  committed  a  very 
great  Fault,    in  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  a  Senti- 

•  Luther. 

f  The  E^iftle  general  of  St.  James. 
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ment,  fo  directly  oppofitc  to  Reafon  *.  This  Di- 
vine, in  order  to  deliver  himfelf  from  fome  Diffi- 
culties, durft  not  deny  the  Credit  of  the  Book  which 
made  againft  him;  but  then  he  diminimed  it  as 
much  as  he  could,  and  made  it  much  inferior  to 
another  Book  which  appeared  to  favour  his  own 
Sentiments. 

Strange  is  the  Effect  of  that  blind  Prejudice  into 
which  even  the  greater!  Men  are  apt  to  fall,  through 
an  over-hafty  Defire  of  fupporting  whatever  they 
advance  !  Is  it  poffible  to  find  out  a  greater  Ab- 
surdity than  this  of  diftinguifhing  Degrees  of  Wif- 
dom  in  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  Or  can  there  he  any 
thing  more  oppofite  to  Common  Scnfe  than  this 
Notion,  of  giving  more  or  lefs  Credit  to  divinely- 
infpired  Writings,  as  they  agree  more  or  lefs  with 
cur  own  Opinions  ? 

1  know,  my  dear  Monceca,  that  the  Rabbins  and 
the  CaraiteSy  far  from  imitating  the  impious  Bold- 
nefs  of  certain  Nazarenes,  or  the  ill-founded  Scru- 
ples of  the  SatnaritanS)  preferve  equally  for  the 
Books  of  the  facred  Code,  an  infinite  RefpecT:,  with- 
out pretending  to  judge  by  the  light  of  their  Reafon 
of  the  Worth  of  any  of  the  infpired  Writings. 
But  in  avoiding  this  Error  they  have  run  into  ano- 
ther, which  is  common  to  them  and  to  the  Naxarene 
Doctors  ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  tear  and  torture  cer- 

*  Cum  ait  tern  Mud  legiffem,  nott  re?n  dijjimula<vii  fed 
fatebar  in  refponfione  me  a  ad  GrBgorium  Mart:  num.  In 
ilia  quidem  Pr.-cfatione  fcribit  Lutberum,  S.  Jacobi  Epi- 
jiolam  ?ion  poffe  digitate  cert  are  cum  Epifolis  S.  S.  Petri 
Cif  Pauliy  fed  Epifiolam  ftra?nineam,  ft  cum  aliis  corn- 
par  etur.  £>uam  ejus  fententiam  non  probo,  atque  in  re- 
Ctnfiaribui  Editionibus  cum  omijfa  fint  ilia  'verba,  opinor 
ipfum  pojlea  Lutberum  banc  fuam  fententiam  improbafje, 
Whitakeri  Refponf.  ad  Rainoldi  Refutationem,  p.  103. 

tain 
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tain  PafTages,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  favour  their 
Sentiments,  and  by  this  means  they  vouch  all  the 
Vapours  of  their  heated  Imaginations  by  thefe  forced 
Applications  cf  the  Holy  Writings,  infomuch  that 
there  is  nothing  fo  abfurd,  not  only  with  regard  to 
Rites  and  Ceremonies,  but  alfo  with  refpect  to  the 
Doctrines  of  Religion,  which  they  do  not  attempt 
to  prove  in  this  Manner. 

Is  it,  for  example,  poffible  to  find  out  any  thing 
more  v/ild  and  extravagant  than  the  Rabbinical  In- 
terpretation of  this  Verfe   in  the  Pfalms  ?   Behold ',  / 
was  Jbapen  in  Wickednefs,  and  in  Sin  hath  my  Mo- 
ther conceived  me.     Inftead  of  going  into  the  Opini- 
on of  the  Nazarene  Doctors,  who  have  fully  proved, 
that  the  Prophet  fpeaks  here  of  that  original  Ble- 
mim  derived  to  all  Men  from  their   firft  Parents, 
they  will   needs  have   it,    that  JeJJe   the  Father  of 
David  begat   him   in  Adultery,    tho'  on  his  own 
Wife,    whom  he    took  to  have  been  one  of  her 
Maid-Servants,  upon  whofe  Chaftity  he  had  attempt- 
ed.    Is  not  this,  dear  Monceca^  a  fine  Explication 
of  fo  clear  and  eafy  a  Text  ?     And  what  Opinion 
may  we  not  expect  to  fee  fupported  by  Scripture- 
Proofs,  alledged   by  the  Rabbins,  when  out  of  the 
plained  Things,  they  can  forge  fuch  romantick  Ad- 
ventures,   and   gravely  deliver    fo    extraordinary   a 
Story  as  this  of  the  pretended  Adultery  of  David's 
Father,  tho'  there  be  not  a  Word  of  it  in  the  holy 
Books  ? 

An  Italian  Jew  not  only  adopted  this  fabulous 
Tale,  in  a  Work  which  he  publilhed,  but  even  at- 
tempted to  carry  it  further  than  any  of  his  Brethren 
had  done,  by  making  a  pretty  long  Diflertation  to 
prove,  forfooth,  that  JcJJe  had  done  perfectly  well, 
in  endeavouring  to  go  to  Bed  to  his  Maid,  becaufe 
his  Wife  was  grown  pretty  far  in  Years,  and  as  he 

appre- 
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apprehended  pail:  Child-bearing  *.  This  Sentiment, 
my  Friend,  contains  an  excellent  Moral,  and  if 
thefe  wife  and  honed;  Rabbins  would  but  effectually 
eftablifh  it,  it  would  in  all  human  probability  con- 
tribute pretty  much  to  the  raifing  Servants  Wages, 
in  confederation  of  the  Likelihood  of  their  finding 
more  Employment  than  at  prefent. 

Confefs  then,  dear  Monccca,  that  we  Caraites 
have  fome  Reafon  to  reject  thefe  Rabbinical  Com- 
ments ;  tho'  as  yet  you  are  attached  to  their  Seel, 
it  is  impoifible  you  mould  not  fee  their  Errors. 
That  Uneafinefs  and  EmbarafTment  which  naturally 
attends  a  Man's  changing  his  Religion,  keeps  you 
as  yet  in  the  wrong  Track  ;  but  as  I  earneftly  wifh, 
fo  I  fincerely  hope,  that  the  God  of  our  Fathers 
will  afford  you  his  victorious  Grace,  which  he 
vouchfafes  tofuch  as  he  leads  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth  ;  and  that  thereby  breaking  the  Chains  which 
for  the  prefent  bind  you  to  the  Rabbins,  you  fhall 
come  and  range  yourfelf  under  the  Banner  of  the 
Cardites^  who  are  not  only  the  true  Jezvs,  but  al- 
moft  the  fole  People  in  the  World  who  fubmit 
their  Judgments  to  the  Divine  Writings,  without 
attempting  to  abufe  thefe,  in  order  to  eftablifh  their 
own  Opinions. 

Many  of  the  Nazarene  Doctors,  as  alfo  of  the 
Cadies  and  Mufties  among  the  Muffelmen,  run  in- 
to the  fame  Fault  with  the  Rabbies.  They  do  not 
fubmit  their  Opinions  to  thofe  contained  in  the  Wri- 
tings which  they  believe  infpired,  but  explain  all 
thefe  Works  in  a  manner  conformable  to  their  own 

*  11  Ptf/ficro  tP  Ifat  era  buono,  perche  ejfendo  la  Pa- 
trona  -vecclia,  e  la  Maffera  gio<vaue,  hawva  Defiderio 
di  bower  altri  Figliuoli.  Percecti  da  eifer  imparati  dalle 
Donne  Ebree,  p.  69. 

Notions, 
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Notions,  infomuch  that  ten  Divines,  each  of  a  dif- 
ferent Opinion,  fhall  equally  pretend  to  fupport  his 
own  Doctrines  by  Authority  of  Scripture  ;  and  it  is 
this  Conduct,  fo  inconfiftent  with  publick  Peace  and 
publick  Safety,  that  hath  occafioned  fo  many  religi- 
ous Wars,  and  fuch  Broils  and  Difturbances  in  States. 

The  Nazarenes  would  be  happy,  my  dear  Mon- 
cecay  if  they  did  but  obferve  the  fame  Laws  with 
us  Cardites,  who  never  venture  to  write  any  Com- 
mentaries on  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  It  is  held  with 
us  a  Prophanation,  to  mingle  human  Opinions  with 
Divine  Laws.  The  Cardites  believe  implititely 
whatfoever  they  find  in  the  Scriptures,  without  pre- 
tending to  penetrate  their  Obfcurities,  but  fubmit- 
ting  their  Underftandings,  when  they  meet  with 
Paflages  which  tranfcend  them.  But  for  this  wife 
and  eafy  Maxim,  they  would  at  this  Day  be  as  full 
of  Trouble  and  Confufion  as  other  Se&s.  They 
would  have  a  Train  of  Doctors  differing  in  Opini- 
ons, and  darkening  by  their  Difcourfes  the  Points- 
they  pretended  to  illustrate,  till  by  degrees  fo  many 
and  fuch  arduous  Doubts  would  be  brought  into 
Peoples  Heads,  as  in  the  end  would  lead  them  ei- 
ther into  Scepticifm,  or  Irreligion. 

In  order  to  prove  the  Inutility  of  Commentaries 
on  the  Sacred  Writings,  there  is  nothing  more  re- 
quifite  than  to  fhew,  that  they  are  calculated  to  do 
more  Hurt  than  Good.  Now  there  is  nothing  ea- 
sier, than  to  produce  the  ftrongeft  Evidence  in  fa- 
vour of  this  Propofition.  It  mull,  in  the  firft  place, 
be  laid  down  as  a  Principle,  that  fince  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  certain  Laws  and  Rules  to  Mankind, 
he  has  likewife  been  pleafed  to  explain  himfelf  in  a 
Manner  clear  and  intelligible  :  For  it  would  be  ab- 
furd  to  fay,  that  God  had  revealed  his  Will  to  Man 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  it  was  imnoffible  it  fhould 

be 
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be  comprehended.  Nor  is  it  lefs  unreafonable  to 
fay,  that  God  commanded  Men  to  obey  him, 
but  however  did  not  defire  they  mould  obey  him. 
If  therefore  we  are  bound  to  acknowledge,  that 
God- hath  revealed  his  Will  to  Men  in  Terms  per- 
fectly intelligible,  why  mould  we  attempt  to  explain 
them  more  clearly  ?  A  Divine,  a  Rabbi,  a  Muftir 
or  a  Bronze,  do  they  underftand  the  Extent  of 
Mens  Capacities  better  than  he  who  made  them  ? 
If  he  had  intended  to  teach  Men  the  Myfteries 
which  thefe  fort  of  People  propagate,  he  would 
without  queftion  have  taught  them  plainly. 

But  it  may  be  laid,  that  many  of  the  Sacred 
Books  are  written  evidently  in  a  very  obfcure  Stile, 
and  in  which  there  are  many  Things  not  to  be 
underftood.  Thefe,  without  queftion,  were  given 
by  God  to  Men  for  fome  Ufe  or  other;  and  how 
mail  this  Ufe  be  made  of  them,  if  they  are  not  un- 
derftood ?  It  is  neceffary  therefore  to  enquire  into 
their  hidden  Senfe. 

This  Manner  of  Reafoning,  dear  Monceca,  is 
however  falfe  and  captious.  If  there  are  in  the 
Scripture  certain  Paffages  which  we  do  not  under- 
ftand, we  oi^ght  to  conclude  that  they  are  not  ne- 
cefTary to  our  Salvation,  becaufe  we  cannot  per- 
form what  we  are  not  informed  of,  and  it  is  in 
vain  for  us  to  endeavour  to  penetrate  thofe  Secrets 
which  Providence  hath  but  half  revealed.  Heaven 
knows  that  it  is  for  our  Good  that  we  mould  not 
have  clear  Ideas  of  fome  Things,  and  when  Men 
would  penetrate  into  thefe,  this  Crime  of  theirs 
is  punifhed  by  their  feeling  themfelvcs  bewildered. 
The  Nazarene  Doctors  who  have  employed  their 
Pens  in  writing  Commentaries  on  the  Revelations, 
a  very  obfcure  Piece,  which  they  believe  facred, 
afford  a  clear  Proof  of  the  Truth  of  what  I  fay. 

The 
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The  Proteftants  make  this  Book  the  Bafis  of  all  their 
Invectives  againft  the  Papifts,  and  the  Papifts  again 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  Book,  in  order  to  point  out 
their  Adverfaries  in  the  molt  odious  Colours  *.  Is 
it  poflible  to  make  a  worfe,  or  a  more  unwarranta- 
ble ufe  of  fuch  Works  as  are  fuppofed  to  be  dictated 
by  the  Deity  himfelf  ? 

Farewel,  dear  Monceca,  live  content  and  happy, 
and  beware  of  indulging  a  rafh  Spirit  of  Curiofity. 

Cairo. 

*  The  Revelations  hath  been  in  all  times  one  of  the 
principal  Books  whence  the  Divines  have  drawn  abun- 
dantly injurious  Exprefiions,  in  order  to  pelt  thole  againft 
whom  they  had  a  Spite.  What  is  frill  more  fingular,  is, 
that  the  Rabbies  alio  have  profited  of  thefe  Obfcurities 
in  the  Revelations.  They  pretend  that  this  Book  was 
written  by  one  of  their  Brethren,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
primitive  Chriftians.  See  in  refpecl  to  this  Subjeft  the 
Letter  CLX.  Vol.  V.  As  alfo  the  4th  Letter  of  the 
Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Repnblick  of  Letters.  In  which 
Letters  this  remarkable  Point  of  Hiftory  is  fully  difcuf- 
fed,  and  the  original  PafTages  from  the  Rabbins  alfo  are 
there  produced  at  large. 
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LETTER    CXLV. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Car  ait  e,  formerly  a  Rabbi ,  at  Conflanti- 
nople. 

'"pHE  EngtiJ}),  dear  Ifaac,  are  not  fatisfied  with 
**     enjoying  uninterrupted   Liberty    in  this   Life : 
They  think  alfo  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  quit 
it  when  their  Misfortunes   prefs   them  too  clofely, 
whenever  they  grow  tired    of  it,    or  of  what  partes 
therein.     I  was    prodigioufly  furprized  at  my  firft 
Arrival,  at  the  frequent  Accounts  I  heard    of  fuch 
Deaths.     It  fometimes  happened,  that  a  Man  I  had 
converfed  with  in   the  Evening,  thought  proper  to 
cut  his  Throat  next   Day.     Such  as  brought  the 
News  of  this  Accident,  inftead   of  appearing    afto- 
niihed,  generally  approved  the  Action  mad  as  it  was. 
If  I  enquired  what  the  Reafons  were,  which  deter- 
mined the  diftrac~ted  Creature  to  take  away  his  own 
Life,  JVe  know  not,  anfwered  they  coldly,  *tis  very 
probable  he  did  not  like  his  Situation  in   this   JVorld, 
and  had  a  ?nind  to  fee  how  they  went  on  in  the  other. 
His  Life  was  his  own^  and  acling  as  he  did,  he  hurt 
nobody  but  bimfelf. 

I  fancied  for  a  good  while,  that  fuch  as  thus  took 
it  in  their  Heads  to  make  away  themfelves  did  it  in 
confequence  of  Diftraclion,  and  I  was  very  far  from 
imagining  that  the  EngUJh  hang'd  themfelves,  or 
cut  their  Throats  after  mature  Deliberation  ;  but  by 
the  many  unhappy  Inftances  I  have  feen,  and  by 

the 


192  Tke  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  145. 

the  Relations  I  have  had  from  Perfons  of  undoubted 
Credit,  I  am  convinced  it  is  even  fo. 

About  two  Years  ago  a  working  Man  and  his 
Wife  being  both  weary  of  the  Troubles  they  en- 
dured here,  determined  to  put  an  End  to  them. 
They  had  a  Daughter  of  about  five  or  fix  Years  of 
Age.  They  thought  it  but  reafonable  not  to 
leave  her  expofed  to  thofe  Mifchiefs  which  they 
found  too  hard  for  themfelves  :  On  mature  Con- 
federation, they  refoived  that  fhe  fhould  make  the 
Voyage  with  them.  When  they  had  once  fettled 
and  adjufted  all  Things  necefTary  for  the  Execu- 
tion of  their  Defign,  they  determined  to  juftify  it 
to  the  Publick.  Hereupon,  they  compofed  a  Nar- 
rative of  their  Misfortunes,  entered  into  a  long 
Detail  of  the  Miferies  under  which  they  had  la- 
boured, and  the  Caufes  of  their  dying  as  they  did. 
They  complained,  that  in  fpite  of  their  utmoft  En- 
deavours in  an  honeft.  way,  they  found  it  impoflible 
for  them  to  fubfift  ;  that  they  were  more  diftreiTed 
the  more  they  ftrove  againit.  their  hard  Fortune. 
That  in  fine,  they  faw  but  one  Way  left  to  avoid 
doing  bafe  Things,  and  to  this  they  had  Recourfe, 
befeeching  God,  to  whom,  in  quitting  Life,  they 
bequeathed  their  departing  Souls,  to  have  Mercy 
upon  them,  as  they  firmly  trufted  he  would. 
Having  finifhed  this  their  Apology,  they  firfr.  cut 
the  Throat  of  their  Daughter,  and  then  hanged 
themfelves. 

This  pernicious  Cuftom  of  making  themfelves 
away,  is  far  from  being  peculiar  to  the  meaner 
fort  of  People,  the  Great  are  not  exempt  there- 
from. Men  of  Figure  and  Quality  now  and  then, 
cut  their  Throats,  as  well  as  other  Folks,  purely 
becaufe  the  World  is  no  longer  pleafant  to  them. 
And  fo  far  is  this  from  drawing  any  Reflections 

or 
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or  Stain  upon  their  Memories,  that  they  find  very 
often  Numbers  who  approve  and  applaud  them. 

You  cannot  imagine,  dear  Ifaac,  for  what  flight 
Reafons  the  Englijh  difpatch  themf elves.  Some 
Months  ago,  here  was  a  Man  who  did  his  Bufi- 
nefs,  becaufe  truly  a  new  Duty  was  laid  upon 
Strong  Waters.  He  would  live  no  longer  forfooth, 
fince  Geneva  was  to  be  dearer.  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed of  the  Truth  of  a  ftill  ftranger  Bufinefs.  An 
Englijhman  on  reviewing  his  Life,  fancied  he  faw 
in  it  a  tedious  Repetition  of  the  fame  things.  What, 
faid  he,  have  I  been  doing  all  my  Days  f  I  rife  in 
the  Morning  ;  /  eat  and  drink  at  Noon  ;  /  walk 
about  all  Day,  and  at  Night  I  go  to  Bed',  this  with- 
out Alteration,  is  my  Courfe  of  Life.  Part  of  my 
time  is  fpent  in  drejjing  and  undrejfing.  Afne  Piece 
of  Drugcry  truly  !  Come,  come,  I  a?n  quite  jaded 
zuith  this  endlcfs  infipid  Part  I  am  to  acl,  and  will 
even  quit  it  and  the  World  together.  This  Resolution 
once  taken,  our  Englifkman  to  rid  himfelf  of  his 
Wearinefs,  took  up  a  Piftol  and  mot  himfelf  through 
the  Head.  Without  doubt  you  muft  apprehend 
that  a  Man  who  deflroyed  himfelf  on  fo  flight  an 
Account  was  looked  on  with  Horror.  No  fuch 
thing,  the  Bravery  he  mewed  in  meeting  his  Fate 
gained  him  the  Reputation  of  a  Hero.  But  if  it 
had  been  known  that  he  difcovered  any  Reluclancy* 
or  Appreheniions  at  the  drawing  near  of  Death,  it 
would  have  leflened  his  Reputation.  In  vain  had 
he  killed  himfelf,  his  Effort  would  have  been  looked 
on  with  Contempt.  He  who  would  acquire  the  Cha- 
racter of  a  Man  of  Courage  in  England,  muft  not 
only  do  the  greateft  Crimes,  but  muft  alfo  do  them 
without  any  Signs  of  Shame  or  Repentance. 

Some  Years  ago  a  Frenchman  killed  himfelf, 
but  without  deriving  any  Reputation  from  it ,  on 
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the  contrary,  he  had  the  Misfortune  before  he  ex- 
pired to  hear  himfelf  loaded  with  the  heaviefl  Re- 
proaches. He  had,  unhappily  for  him  !  taken  it 
into  his  Head  to  imitate  the  Englijh.  Whenever 
he  heard  of  a  Man  who  had  cut  his  Throat,  he 
felt  an  inward  Motion  of  Envy,  which  at  the  fame 
time  ftimulated  him  to  follow  fo  glorious  an  Ex- 
ample. You  /hall  fee  one  of  thefe  Days,  faid  he  to 
his  Family,  fomething  will  furprize  you.  I  Jhall 
convince  the  World  the  French  have  as  high  Spirits 
as  the  Englifh.  Yes,  yes,  this  is  a  Tafk  I  take  up- 
on me.  As  he  explained  himfelf  no  farther,  his 
Friends  and  Family  could  not  divine  what  it  was 
he  meant.  After  fome  Deliberation,  he  at  length 
fully  determined  to  vindicate  the  Honour  of  the 
French  Nation,  which  he  conceived  to  be  excef- 
fively  tarnifhed  by  their  want  of  Refolution  to  kill 
themfelves.  Accordingly  he  took  a  Razor,  and 
when  he  was  left  alone  attempted  to  cut  his  Throat. 
But  wanting  Courage  thoroughly  to  do  his  Work, 
he  only  gave  himfelf  a  large  Wound,  and  as  foon 
as  he  faw  the  Blood  ftream,  he  called  in  People 
to  aflifk  him.  Some  Englifh  who  amongft  others 
ran  in,  inftead  of  affording  him  Help,  began  to  in- 
fult  him.  Thefe  French  Dogs,  faid  they,  would  needs 
imitate  us,  and  yet  have  not  the  Courage  to  cut  a 
Throat  as  it  fhould  be.  Look  now,  look  at  this  cow-' 
ardly  Scoundrel,  he  has  not  cut  deep  enough  by  half  an 
Inch.  While  the  Englijh  were  making  thefe  fine 
Reflections,  in  came  the  Relations  of  the  wounded 
Perfon.  A  Surgeon  was  fent  for,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
his  Care  had  no  Effect,  the  poor  Man  after  two 
days  Torture  died,  and  died  without  demonftrating 
that  Equality  he  talked  of. 

I  am  out  of  all  Patience,  dear  Ifaac,  when  I  fee 
People  who  ufe  their  Senfes  to  fo  good  Purpofe  in 
other  Matters  of  Moment,  neglect:  the  ufe  of  them ' 

in 
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in  Things  of  the  laft  Importance,  and  run  into  fo 
extraordinary  an  Abfurdity  as  to  applaud  fuch 
Madmen,  as  for  very  light  Subjects  of  Chagrin  at- 
tempt upon  their  own  Lives.  Not  to  treat  the 
Memory  of  fuch  a  Man  with  proper  Indignity, 
who  throws  away  his  Life  without  any  real  Necef- 
fity,  is  foolifhly  to  approve  Actions  the  moft  cruel 
and  unnatural,  which  either  Melancholy  or  a  bru- 
tal Difpofition  can  fuggeft.  For  from  thefe  Sources 
flow,  in  Fact,  thofe  Effects  which  the  Englijh 
would  willingly  attribute  to  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  and 
particularly  this  Propenfity  to  Self-Murder.  All 
thofe  bitter  Reflections  by  which  they  are  led  to 
this  Extremity  of  Folly,  are  the  Produce  of  a  dark, 
fullen,  cloudy  Temper  of  Mind,  and  of  a  fierce 
Humour  incapable  of  fupporting  with  Conftancy  the 
flighteft  Change  of  Fortune.  It  is  therefore  not  thro' 
Courage,  but  through  Weaknefs  rather,  that  the 
Englijh  difpatch  themfelves  as  they  do.  To  fay  the 
Truth,  there  is  much  more  Spirit  requifite  to  fup- 
port  generoufly  an  unforefeen  Adverfity  than  to  rid 
one's  felf  of  it  by  violent  Means. 

The  Crime  of  fuch  People  as  murder  themfelves 
is  inexcufable,  look  upon  it  in  what  Light  you 
will.  If  we  confider  it  as  Philofophers,  we  difco- 
ver  an  exceeding  Weaknefs  no  way  fit  to  enter  into 
Comparifon  with  that  Firmnefs  of  the  great  Men 
of  Antiquity,  who  died  indeed  bravely,  but  did 
not  die  unlefs  they  were  forced  to  it  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  their  Country,  or  their  Glory.  Never 
did  any  Greek  or  Roman  cut  his  Throat  out  of  too 
quick  a  Senfe  of  private  Misfortunes.  The  fame 
Hero  who  threw  himfelf  into  a  Gulph  to  avert  the 
Danger  of  Ro??ie,  would  have  fupported  any  private 
and  perfonal  Misfortunes,  without  ever  thinking 
of  a  violent  Death  by  way  of  Difcharge.  Marius 
is  an  Example  of  a  great  Man  induring  Adverfity 
K  2  without 
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without  any  Meaj  1  Js.  How  many  Englijhmen 
would  have  difpati  led  themfelves  into  the  other 
World  under  fuch  a  Perfecution  as  that  of  Sylla  ? 
Proftribed,  purfued,  reduced  to  the  hard  Neceffity 
of  hiding  himfelf  in  a  filthy  Morafs,  Marius  ftill 
waited  the  Decifion  of  his  Fate  from  Heaven,  and 
thought  it  no  way  worthy  of  his  heroick  Courage,  to 
feek  in  Death  a  Refuge  from  his  Sorrows. 

I  am,  dear  Ifaac,  more  charmed  with  the 
Courage  and  Firmnefs  of  a  certain  Spaniard,  than 
with  this  Ferocity  they  difguife  under  the  Name 
of  a  great  Spirit.  This  Man  with  much  Induftry 
laboured  for  twenty  Years  together,  to  fcrape  up 
as  much  as  might  keep  him  comfortably  in  his 
old  Age.  Fortune,  however,  in  an  Inftant  {trip- 
ped him  of  all  that  he  had  been  faving.  A  Mer- 
chant whom  he  had  entrufted  with  his  All  broke, 
and  left  him  not  worth  a  Groat.  A  hundred  Eng- 
UJh  would  have  refolved  on  a  Leap  in  the  Dark 
at  fuch  News.  The  Spaniard  wifer,  and  of  a  jufter 
Turn  of  Thought,  determined  to  conquer  Adver- 
fity,  and  to  make  his  Deftiny  afhamed  of  her  In- 
juftice.  Preferving  therefore  his  Moderation  and 
wonted  Refolution,  he  faid,  prefenting  a  Cord  to 
Fortune,  Here's  a  Rope,  foolijh  Slut,  take  it  and  go 
hang  tbyfelf,  ftnce  thou  art  not  able  to  make  me  have 
Recourfe  to  hanging. 

If,  on  the  other  Hand,  we  reflect  on  this  Prac- 
tice of  Self-murder,  as  it  regards  Society  and  the 
publick  Tranquility,  we  fhall  find  it  extremely  per- 
nicious, and  capable  of  producing  great  Mifchiefs. 
What  Revolutions,  what  Confufions,  what  Dangers 
may  we  not  fear  in  a  Country  where  People  not  only 
get  over  all  Apprehenfions  of  Death,  but  of  all  that 
is  to  happen  after  it  ?  It  is  moft  certain,  that  a 
Man  who  is  neither  afraid  of  going  hence,  or  of 

the 


Let.  145.      The  Jewish  Spy.  197 

the  Place  to  which  he  may  go,  is  capable  of  do- 
ing ftrange  Things  before  he  takes  his  Journev, 
There  are  no  other  ways  of .  restraining  People, 
but  by  Religion  or  the  Fear  of  Death.  Now  when 
both  thefe  Cords  are  broke  in  any  Society,  what 
Diforders  may  there  not  be  expected  ?  A  Man 
who  has  committed  the  greateft  Crimes  which  can 
be  imagined,  may  make  a  Jeft  of  all  legal  Punifh- 
ments  however  fevere,  if  he  only  ufes  fo  much 
Precaution,  as  to  provide  himfelf  with  the  Means 
of  putting  an  end  to  his  Life  as  foon  as  appre- 
hended. Murders,  Robberies,  Aflaffinations  miift 
be  frequent.  Kings  themfelves  are  not  fafe  on 
their  Thrones.  It  is  the  Nature  of  thofe  Torments 
to  Which  fuch  as  attempt  on  the  Perfons  of  Princes 
fere  rcferveJ,  that  deters  Parricides  and  Tray  tors 
from  -fuch  Acts  much  more  than  the  Thoughts 
of  dying.  The  lait  Words  of  Clement  the  Monk 
who  aflaffinated  Henry  III.  are  clear  Proofs  of  this, 
I  blefs  Gody  cry'd  that  Monfter,  while  the  Soldiers 
ftabbed  him,  that  I  die  fo  eajily  ;  for  I  did  not  hope, 
fo  quick  a  Pajfage  out  of  this  Life,  or  to  efca^c  at 
fuch  a  Rate. 

It  muft  be  confefTed,  dear  Ifiac9  that  there  can  be 
nothing  more  dangerous  to  a  State,  than  to  have  in 
it  a  Set  of  People  not  to  be  reftrained  by  any  Fear 
of  Punifhment.  For  one  whom  a  Senfe  of  Honour 
and  Probity  keeps  within  the  Bounds  of  Juftice, 
there  are  a  hundred  reftrained  by  Fear.  It  cannot 
be  denied,  that  Men  are  more  inclined  to  Evil  than 
to  Good.  All  Cuftoms,  all  Ufages  which  tend  to 
weaken  thefe  Bands,  are  prejudicial  to  Society. 
How  much  therefore  ought  we  to  abhor  a  Crime 
which  opens  a  Door  to  all  forts  of  Evils  ?  And  can 
it  be  efteemed  Ids  than  Madnefs  to  give  this  Crime 
the  Titles  of  Courage  and  Greatnefs  of  Soul  ? 

K  7  Fare- 


198  The  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  146. 

Farewel,  dear  Ifhac,  and  may  ft  thou  always  ufe 
thy  Reafon  in  thy  Adverfity. 

London. 


LETTER    CXLVI. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

|T  feems  to  me,  dear  Ifaac,  that  the  tragick 
*  Poets  among  the  French  are  as  much  fuperior  to 
the  Englijh,  as  the  Philofophers  of  the  former  Na- 
tion are  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  latter.  I  find  as 
great  a  Difference  between  Shakefpear  and  Corneille^ 
Addifon  and  Racine^  as  between  Defcartes  and  New- 
ton,  Locke  and  Mallebranche.  It  is  not  that  the 
Poets  of  this  Country  want  Fire,  or  a  lively  Ima- 
gination ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  a  great  deal 
of  Spirit  and  Force.  But  the  mifchief  of  it  is,  that 
when  they  have  raifed  themfelves  up  to  Heaven, 
they  are  immediately  dazzled  with  their  own  Height, 
fmk  all  on  a  fudden  as  fwiftly  as  they  rofe,  and  fully 
by  their  Fall  the  Honours  they  have  acquired.  As 
they  have  not  the  leaft  Knowledge  of  the  Rules,  or 
if  they  affect  to  defpife  them,  we  need  not  be  fur- 
prized  that  they  are  unable  to  conduct  in  a  proper 
Manner  that  Strength  of  Fancy  which  they  derive 
from  Nature. 

Whatever  Fecundity  of  Invention  !  Whatever 
Sprightlinefs  of  Wit !  Whatever  Boldnefs  of  Senti- 
ment there  may  be  !  yet  Regularity  is  wanting  in 

all 
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all  Arts.  The  meaneft  Architect  who  follows  the 
Rules  of  Palladia*  will  fucceed  much  better  than  a 
Mafon  who  has  Genius,  but  who  is  notwithstand- 
ing ignorant  and  rafh.  The  little  Church  of  St. 
Jujiina  ox  Padua,  affords  the  Eye  more  Pleafure 
than  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt.  Monuments  of  Gran- 
deur indeed  !  but  which  have  a  Stronger  Rclifli  of 
Eajlern  Barbarifm  than  of  the  Graces  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans. 

Such  is  the  State,  dear  Ifaae,  of  the  EngUJh 
Theatre.  I  have  feen  there  a  great  deal  of  Genius, 
and  yet  very  few  good  Pieces  :  They  play  every 
Day  at  London  a  kind  of  horrible  Farces,  to  which 
without  Hefitation  they  give  the  pompous  Names  of 
Tragedies.  I  have  (cqi\  in  a  very  fine  EngUJh  Play, 
three  Witches  introduced  in  the  oddeft  Manner  ima- 
ginable, and  pretending  to  boil  Herbs  together  in 
a  Caldron.  I  have  fometimes  feen  the  Stage  in  the 
Light  of  a  Church-yard,  and  Grave-Diggers  divert- 
ing themfelves  with  toffing  Skulls  of  dead  Perfons 
about  ;  nay,  and  which  is  ten  times  worfe,  I  have 
(ccn  this  applauded. 

Dryden,  and  above  all  Addifon,  hath  taken  pains 
to  teach  this  barbarous  Melpomene  a  little  Manners. 
But  in  fpite  of  all  their  Care,  their  Tragedy  has 
(fill  too  much  of  a  favage  Appearance.  It  feems 
they  are  not  able  to  attain  that  modeft  and  majeftic 
Air  which  heretofore  diftinguimed  the  Greeks,  as 
it  now  does  the  French  Poets.  Figure  to  your  felf, 
dear  Ifaac,  the  firangc  Alteration  made  when 
Voltaire's  Tragedy  of  'Lara  came  to  be  played  on 
the  EngUJh  Stage  ;  they  were  forced  to  make  that 
young  Princefs  tear  off  her  Flair  by  Handfuls,  and 
roul  herfelr  on  the  Stage  as  if  ihe  had  been  in  Fits. 
One  would  think,  that  an  Author  had  little  Obli- 
gation to  a  Translator  for  fuch  extravagant  Addi- 
tions. The  EngUJh  Poet,  however,  was  forced  to 
K  4  accom- 
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accommodate  the  Piece  to  the  Genius  of.  his  Na- 
tion ;  that  is,  to  make  it  fucceed  he  made  it  ridi- 
culous. In  fhort,  to  obtain  Applaufe  at  London,  it 
is  abfolutely  necefTary  to  exhibit  beautiful  Monfters. 
If  you  keep  too  near  Truth,  it  will  never  do. 

Yet  this  does  not  arife  from  a  want  of  Liking  to 
natural  Defcriptions ;  there  are  in  Shake/pear  num- 
berlefs  Parages  extremely  juft,  and  every  way  per- 
fect. But  what  then  ?  If  thefe  continue  any  time, 
the  Audience  grow  fick  of  them,  and  their  Atten- 
tion muft  be  awakened  by  fomething  wonderful  and 
out  of  the  common  Road. 

Within  thefe  few  Years,  the  Englijh  have  had 
Poets  who  have  written  very  regular  Pieces  ;  but 
they  have  not  fuccceded,  becaufe  the  Audience 
thought  them  languifhing  and  cold  :  In  truth,  I  do 
not  think  they  did  them  wrong  ;  they  were  fo  in 
Fac~t ;  and  one  would  be  apt  to  think,  on  feeing 
thefe  modern  Tragedies,  that  the  Englijh  Poets  had 
a  Faculty  of  (training  their  Subjects,  (allying  beyond 
Truth  and  Nature  to  fhew  the  Force  of  their  Ge- 
nius, and  to  be  under  a  neceflity_  of  mingling  in 
their  beft  Pieces  the  greateft  Beauties  and  the  great- 
eft  Faults.  //  feems,  fays" a  modern  Author*,  that 
the  Englifh  Genius  hitherto  hath  produced  only  irre- 
gular Beauties.  Shakefpear'i  Jhining  Monjlers  are 
a  ihoufand  times  more  plcafuig  than  the  Wifdom  of 
modern  Poets.  In  Jhort^  the  Englifh  Poetry  rejanlLs 
a  luxuriant  Tree,  which  in  its  natural  State  throvjs 
out  a  multitude  of  Branches,  and  gives  unequal  Marks 
of  a  prodigious  Force,  and  yet  dies  if  you  attempt  to 
put  a  Force  upon  Nature,  and  to  bring  it  into  the 
Mode  of  the  Garden  at  Marli. 

How  far   off  foever  the  Englijh  Poets  may   be 
from  the  Perfection   and  Merit,    which   muft  be 

*  Voltaire y  Lettres  Pbilofophiques,  Let.  xviii.  p.  162. 
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allowed  to  thofe  who  have  cultivated  the  French 
Tragedy  \  it  is  not  however  impoflible,  that  fome 
time  or  other  they  mould  reach,  nay,  go  beyond 
them.  That  Time  will  come,  nay,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  it  is  near  at  hand,  when  the  Engllflj  (hall 
correct  all  their  Errors.  Their  Genius  ftill  re- 
mains, they  begin  by  degrees  to  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  the  Rules,  and  they  will  in  time  arrive  at 
Perfection  in  an  Art  which  hitherto  they  have  not 
underftood.  In  procefs  of  time  they  will  join  the 
Wifdom,  Majelty,  Purity,  and  Decency  of  the 
French  1  heatre,  to  the  Strength,  the  Sublimity,  and 
the  pathetick  Energy  of  the  Englifb  Tragedy,  with 
an  Exclufion  of  whatfoever  is  monftrous,  mean,  or 
ridiculous.  The  Poets  of  this  Country  have  a  great 
Advantage  over  others,  by  their  introducing  lb 
much  Action  in  their  Plays  ;  many  even  of  the  belt 
French  Pieces  are  in  truth  but  Conventions  in  five 
Acts,  which  we  read  with  greater  Pleafure  than 
we  fee,  becaufe  the  Action  languishes  for  want  of 
a  proper  Variety  of  Incidents. 

The  Theatres  of  Paris  and  London  feem  to  me 
perfect:  Reprefentations  of  the  Characters  of  the  two 
Nations  :  At  Paris  they  fpeak,  at  London  they  act. 
It  is  not  therefore  at  all  wonderful,  that  the  French 
mould  fpeak  better  than  the  Englijh,  becaufe  every 
Man  is  Matter  of  his  own  Trade.  For  this  very 
Reafon,  the  amorous  Intrigues  in  the  French  Pieces 
are  better  wrought  and  conducted  than  in  the  Eng- 
lijh.  We  may  venture  after  the  fame  manner  to 
determine  on  the  Merit  of  the  two  Theatres :  The 
Character  of  the  French  is  Tendernefs,  Love  is  their 
prevailing  Pamon,  it  is  their  principal  Occupation, 
and  Gallantry  is  the  Soul  of  the  Court.  The  Lan- 
guage of  the  Heart  is  naturally  that  of  the  La 
and  tho'  they  will  now  and  then  contradict  it  a 
little  in  their  Behaviour,  yet  there  is  not  one  o< 
k-  5  tli  em 
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them  who  will  yield  in  the  Dignity  of  her  Expref- 
fion  to  the  Heroine  of  a  Romance.  It  is  a  com- 
mon thing  at  Paris,  to  meet  with  a  female  Plato- 
nicky  who  reafons  with  the  greateft  Delicacy  on  the 
Inconfiftency  between  the  Communications  of  Senfe 
and  Affections  in  Perfons  of  diftinguifhed  Birth  ; 
affirming,  that  Love  is  confined  only  to  the  Heart 
and  to  the  Thoughts  ;  and  yet  makes  her  Appoint- 
ments every  Night. 

In  France  the  Men  fpeak  and  act  in  the  fame 
Manner  with  the  Fair  Sex  :  They  declaim  againft 
Infidelity  :  They  fometimes  affect  to  contemn  a 
Woman  who  has  tript.  In  (hort,  there  are  certain 
Moments  when  you  would  take  a  French  Petit- Maitre 
for  the  Original  whence  a  Romance  Character  had 
been  drawn.  But  if  you  watch  his  Motions,  or 
confider  his  Conduct  but  for  four  and  twenty  Hours, 
you  mall  be  able  to  detect  him  in  twenty  Breaches 
of  his  Syftem  of  amorous  Morality. 

It  is  natural,  dear  Ifaac,  in  a  Country  where 
the  Language,  the  Arts,  the  Tricks  and  Cheats  of 
Love,  are  fo  well  understood,  that  they  mould  be 
alfo  well  exprefied.  A  Painter  who  works  after 
excellent  Models,  and  who  has  Nature  always  be- 
fore his  Eyes,  w7ill  fhew  more  Spirit,  and  add  more 
Graces  to  his  Figures,  than  he  who  paints  from 
Idea,  and  the  fole  Strength  of  Imagination.  Racine 
felt  that  Love  which  he  fo  well  exprefTes  in  his 
Verfes.  He  faid  in  Profe  to  Chanmele  *,  all  that  as 
a  Poet  he  fays  to  his  Heroines.  We  owe  to  his 
Conftitution  and  the  Tafte  of  his  Nation  a  great 
part  of  thofe  Beauties  which  we  admire  in  his 
Works.     If  he  had  been  an  Englijlman^  he  would 

*  A  celebrate.!  Jfirefs,    with  nvbom  Racine   was  in 
Love. 

without 
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without  doubt  have  wanted  this  Advantage.  He 
muft,  in  order  to  have  pleafcd,  have  fought  fome 
other  Method  of  moving  the  Spectators  than  by  ten- 
der Scenes,  or  he  would  have  run  the  rique  of  fail- 
ing, or  falling  into  the  Error  of  Addifon  at  leaft. 
The  Cato  of  that  Author  is  a  moft  perfect  Piece,  if 
we  take  away  a  cold  Love-Scene,  which  ferves 
only  to  hinder  the  Attention  due  to  the  reft  of  the 
Play.  If  Cornei lie  had  been  an  BngHJh  Writer,  he 
would  have  loft  much  lefs  than  Racine  ;  becaufe  he 
had  all  the  Talents  neceflary  to  fucceed  on  an  En%- 
UJh  Theatre.  The  laft  Act  of  his  Rhodogune  is 
a  Mafter-piece  which  ought  to  be  admired  every 
where,  but  feems  particularlv  calculated  for  London, 
The  EngHJh  Poets  have  Strokes  as  beautiful  and 
as  fublime  as  any  in  Corneille,  but  then  they  are  not 
fo  equal  ;  if  that  Author  falls,  it  is  neither  fo  fre- 
quent, nor  fo  perceptible  ;  the  French  Poet  may  be 
indeed  low  in  fome  Places,  but  the  EngUJb  are  very 
often  ridiculous.  One  is  furprized  at  Paris  to  fee 
fo  great  a  Genius  as  Corneille  making  ufe,  even  in 
his  beft  Pieees,  of  low  Expreffions  ;  and  we  are 
apt  to  cenfure  pretty  freely,  fuch  Thoughts  of  his 
as  appear  to  be  below  the  Dignity  of  Englifo  Tra- 
gedy. How  often  have  the  following  Lines  in  his 
Kicomedes  been  buricfqued  ? 

Madame ,  encore  un  coup,  cet  Homme  ejl — il  a  vous  j 
Et9  pour  vous  diverti r9  eji  il  fi  necejjaire, 
£hte  vous  ne  lui  puijjies  or  dormer  de  fe  taire  ? 

But  what  would  our  Parifians,  who  are  (o  nice 
as  to  Style,  fay,  if  they  were  to  fee  the  Julius  Cee- 
far  of  Shake/pear  reprefented  on  their  Stage,  in 
which  there  is  a  Scene  where  the  Coblers  and  Tay- 
lors converfe  with  Brutus  and  Cajftus  ? 

K  6  The 
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The  fame  Reafon  which  incline  People  at  Paris 
to  pafs  by  the  Faults  of  the  great  Ccrneitte9  ferve 
at  London  to  excufe  thofe  of  Shakefpear,  and  other 
Tragick  Poets ;  their  ravifhing  and  fublime  Beauties 
ftrike  us  fo  much,  that  for  the  fake  of  them  we  pafs 
by  their  Faults.  It  is  true,  the  Englijh  Authors 
feern  to  fcand  in  need  of  more  Indulgence  than  the 
French  ;  but  as  the  Tafte  of  that  Nation  is  not 
entirely  formed,  many  Things  are  as  yet  allowed, 
which  will  not  pafs  in  Times  to  come. 

Love  is  in  PofTeffion  of  the  Theatre  at  London, 
as  well  as  Paris,  and  there  are  few  modern  Pieces 
in  which  it  has  not  a  large  Share.  But  as  I  have 
already  told  you,  dear  IJaac,  the  Englijh  Poets  have 
not  fo  well  fucceeded  in  defcribing  the  Motions  of 
that  Paflion,  as  in  painting  thofe  of  Greatnefs  of 
Soul,  Valour,  and  of  Publick  Spirit.  The  Character 
of  Cato  in  Jddifons  Tragedy,  is  perhaps  the  moft 
beautiful  that  ever  appeared  on  the  Theatre  :  That 
oiPompey  in  Cinna  ■>  that  of  Burrhus  in  Briic 
cut ;  nay,  even  that  of  Joajh  in  Athaiiah,  is  not  fo 
fhining.  Yet  each  of  thefe  Tragedies  is  more  per- 
fect than  that  of  the  Englijh  Author  ;  becaufe  he 
had  the  Weaknefs  to  pleafe  the  Women,  who  de- 
cide all  Things  as  well  at  London  as -at  Paris,  to  in- 
troduce tender  Speeches,  tho'  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  Language  of  Love.  This  has  occafioned  . 
his  enervating  the  fiercer!  Tragedy  that  perhaps  ever 
appeared  on  any  Stage. 

When  the  Science  of  Sophocles  and  of  Euripides 
comes  to  be  thoroughly  underftood  in  England,  it 
will  be  much  more  difficult  for  their  Poets  than  for 
the  French,  to  produce  any  thing  that  is  excellent, 
and  capable  of  fatisfying  the  Tafte  of  the  Nation. 
They  will  then  be  obliged  to  have  Complacency 
enough  to  treat  of  certain  Subjects,  and  to  fpeak  of 
ibme  Matters  where  their  Wit  will  not  fhine,  as  in 

other 
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other  Things,  when  the  Spectator  has  been  moved 
by  fome  impetuous  Speeches  ;  when  he  has  felt  the 
Force  of  poetick  Terror,  and  has  been  ravifhed  by 
Strokes  truly  divine,  he  muft  ftill  be  foftned  by  the 
Complaints  of  an  unfortunate  Love,  in  order  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  Ladies  and  the  young  People.  It  will  be 
more  difficult  to  touch  this  laft  Paffion  than  any  of 
the  reft,  and  there  will  feldom  appear  a  Genius  ca- 
pable of  doing  it. 

It  feems  that  the  reigning  Philofophy,  and  the 
favourite  Syftem  of  Politicks,  maintains  in  England 
the  fame  Authority  on  the  Stage  as  in  other  Places. 
Their  Poets  are  much  more  Citizens  of  their  own 
Country  than  of  Parna flits,  and  it  is  eafy  to  difcover 
the  Party  they  embrace  in  all  their  Pieces. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac,  live  happy  and  content. 
London. 


LETTER     CXLVII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
noplc. 

\\T  E  fee  no  fuch  thing,  dear  Ifaac,  in  this  Coun- 
*  *  try,  as  People's  difappearing  No-body  knows 
how  ;  and  being  carried  from  their  Families,  by  a 
Minifter's  Order,  are  fuffered  to  figh  out  the  Re- 
mainder of  their  Days,  under  the  Weight  of  Arbi- 
trary Power,  in  Prifons  where  no  Mortal  can  find, 
them.  A  Tradefman  of  London  has  no  Apprehen- 
fion  of  being  condemned  without  a  Hearing  ;   they 

cannot 
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cannot  keep  a  Man  here,  even  in  the  Tower,  with- 
out due  Courfe  of  Law.  A  Lettre-de-cachet  *  is 
here  an  unintelligible  Term.  Happy  Country, 
wherein  Fear  belongs  only  to  the  Guilty! 

A  private  Man  in  this  Kingdom  is  in  no  fort  of 
Fear  of  being  falfely  accufed  by  any  wicked  Rafcal, 
kidnap'd  thereupon  from  his  Houfe,  and  not  allow- 
ed a  Hearing,  till  after  a  long  Confinement.  The 
Prejudices,  nay  even  the  Hatred  of  the  Great,  and 
of  the  Priefts,  are  harmlefs  here.  As  long  as  a 
Man  is  honeft,  and  docs  nothing  to  the  Prejudice  of 
Society,  he  is  under  the  Protection  of  the  Laws, 
and  till  he  violates  them,  he  needs  be  in  no  Pain. 
An  Englijhman  needs  not  in  the  Evening  run  over 
in  his  Mind  whatever  palled  in  the  Day's  Converfa- 
tion,  from  a  Dread  of  being  hamper'd  two  or  three 
Years  after  for  an  unguarded  Exprefnon.  He  ads 
and  fpeaks  freely,  and  may,  in  cafe  he  fays  nothing 
injurious  to  the  Laws,  give  his  Opinion  freely  on 
any  Subject.  If  a  Minifter  does  any  thing  amifs, 
he  condemns  it  roundly.  Inafmuch  as  he  is  a  Mem- 
ber of  Society,  the  Law  prefumes  him  honeft,  per- 
mits that  he  fpeak  his  Sentiments  to  his  Friends, 
and  fecures  him  from  falling  into  the  Hands  of  a 
lawlefs  Statefman,  whofe  Power  fancWies  his  Errors, 
and  ftamps  Authority  on  his  wrong  Steps. 

They  commend,  dear  Ifaac,  in  this  Country, 
the  Great,  if  they  have  Merit.  By  the.  fame  Rule 
they  blame  them  if  they  have  none,  or  if  their  good 
Qualities  are  exceeded  by  their  bad  ones.  If  Car- 
dinal Fleury  was  Prime  Minifter  in  England,  the 
People  of  London  would  do  him  Juftice,  they  would 

*  A  Lettre-de-cachet  is  a  Mandate,  by  which  a  Per- 
fon  is  banifhed,  or  committed  to  Prifon,  by  the  Royal 
Authority,  not  unlike  our  Warrants  from  a  Secretary  of 
State. 

una- 
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imanimoufly  commend  his  Abilities,  his  Prudence, 
his  Integrity,  his  Difintereftednefs,  his  Love  for 
Peace,  and  his  Regard  for  his  Mafter's  Glory.  But 
if  inftead  of  this  truly-illuftrious  Minifter,  they  had 
Cardinal  Du  Bois  at  the  Head  of  their  Affairs,  they 
would  without  fcruple  expofe  his  Conduct,  nor 
fhew  him  a  grain  the  greater  Refpect  on  account 
of  his  Purple.  In  the  midft  of  all  his  Greatnefs, 
he  difcovered  the  Vices  of  a  pedantic  Life,  and 
very  ill  became  the  Rank  to  which  he  was  raifed  ; 
as  much  above  his  Merit  as  his  Birth.  Whatever 
Liberty  they  might  think  fit  to  take  with  fuch  a 
Minifter,  they  would  have  been  fo  far  from  fearing 
its  cofting  them  their  Lives,  that  they  would  not 
have  expected  (o  much  as  a  fhort  Exile.  At  Paris^ 
however,  they  would  have  had  more  Tendernefs  for 
a  Man  who  had  violated  all  the  Laws,  than  one 
who  had  fpoken  freely  of  the  notorious  Vices  of  that 
Pried  ;  whom  at  this  Day  all  the  World  condemns  : 
The  Great  and  the  Mob  agree  in  detefting  his  ill 
Qualities.  They  cannot  help  admiring  how  he  came 
to  arrive  at  the  Helm.  Yet,  could  he  revive  and 
be  again  poflefTed  of  Power,  moil  of  thofe  who  now 
cenfure  him  fo  freely,  would  run  as  fervilely  as  ever 
to  offer  him  Incenfe  ;  the  Terror  of  a  Lettre-de- 
cachct  for  a  rafh  Expreilion,  would  keep  them  in 
a  fhameful  Slavery,  exceflively  detrimental  to  the 
Publick,  and  to  the  Prince,  who  can  never  be  in- 
formed of  the  Faults  of  his  Minifters,  if  the  People 
are  debarred  the  Freedom  of  Speech,  and  the  Right 
of  carrying  their  Complaints  to  the  Foot  of  the 
Throne. 

It  is  beyond  all  queftion  as  much  the  Interefts  of 
Sovereigns,  as  of  their  Subjects,  not  to  allow  their 
Minifters  too  extenfive  a  Power,  or  not  to  inquire 
into  their  Conduct.     Becaufe  it  comes  frequently  to 

pafs, 
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pafs,  that  they  themfelves  fuffer  for  the  Blunders  of 
thofe  they  truft.  How  happy  would  it  have  been 
for  Henry  III.  ( of  France)  if  any  Courtier  of  his 
had  been  fincere  enough  to  have  (hewn  him  the 
Danger  into  which  he  ran  headlong,  by  his  blind 
Attachment,  his  wrong-placed  Affection,  and  his 
unworthy  Tendernefs  for  his  Minions  ?  But  fuch 
is  the  Fate  of  Princes  !  they  need  Counfel  more 
than  other  Men,  yet  no-body  dares  give  it  them. 
An  unlucky  Experience  hath  confirmed  raoft  Peo- 
ple's Opinion,  that  the  Lot  of  fuch  as  venture  to 
difabufe  Kings,  is  very  unfortunate.  If  at  firft  fuch 
an  Information  is  favourably  received  from  a  faith- 
ful Subject,  yet  it  often  happens  the  Minifter  finds 
a  Way  to  juftify  himfelf,  and  his  Juftification  in- 
duces of  courfe  the  other's  Deftruction.  Sometimes 
again  the  Minifter  hath  no  need  of  Excufes,  his 
Matter's  Confidence  is  an  impregnable  Intrench- 
ment ;  which,  whoever  attempts  to  force,  is  fure  to 
perifh.  Heroes  and  great  Princes  are  liable  to  Pre- 
judices, as  well  as  other  Men.  It  has  fo  happen'd, 
that  great  Monarchs  have  fancied  their  Glory  fome 
way  interefted  in  fupporting  thofe  they  had  made 
choice  of,  tho'  they  knew  they  were  unfit  for  the 
Potts  they  fill'd ;  of  which  Chamillard  and  others 
are  recent  Examples. 

Since  then  it  is  fo  dangerous,  that  it  can  fcarce  be 
expected  a  private  Perfon  about  a  Court  fhould 
venture  to  tell  important  Truths  to  a  Sovereign, 
true  Policy  requires  that  the  People  mould  be  per- 
mitted to  bring  their  Complaints,  whatever  they 
are,  againft  Minifters,  directly  to  the  Throne.  Ci- 
ther wife  all  Minifters  muft  pafs  for  infallible  with 
their  Matters  ;  fince  their  Faults  could  neither  be 
difclofed  by  particular  Perfons,  nor  the  People  in  a 
Body.     It  is  therefore  impoifible  to   remove  this 

Mifchief, 
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Mifchief,  fo  deftruc~tive  to  King  and  People,  but  by 
allowing  the  World  to  fpeak  freely  of  the  Virtues 
and  Vices  of  Great  Men,  and  abfolutely  fupprefling 
what  the  French  call  Lettres-de-cachet,  whereby  a 
Minifter  hath  any  Man  at  his  Mercy  with  whom 
he  is  offended ;  and  this,  whether  he  has  done  any 
thing  amifs  or  not. 

In  this  Point,  dear  Ifaac,  the  EngUJh  are  perfect- 
ly right.  There  is  no  Juftice  done,  if  vany  Man  is 
brought  to  Punifhment  otherwife  than  by  open  Tri- 
al, and  according  to  the  known  Laws  of  the  State. 
When  once  (under  whatever  Pretence)  we  vary  from 
this  plain  Rule,  we  leave  ourfelves  none ;  and  it 
cannot  but  happen,  that  the  Innocent  will  frequently 
fuffer,  cither  through  the  Calumnies  of  their  private 
Enemies,  or  the  Refentments  of  the  Great.  Behold 
an  Inilance  as  conclufive  as  extraordinary  ! 

In  1723,  Father  Fouquet>  a  Jefuit,  returned  into 
France,  from  China  where  he  had  refided  twenty- 
rive  Years,  and  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  have  fome 
Difputcs  with  his  Brethren  of  a  religious  Nature. 
He  had  taught  fome  ■  Chineze  Doctrines  not  alto- 
gether confiiient  with  the  Rules  of  the  Society,  of 
which  Memorials  were  carefully  tranfmitted  into 
Europe.  Two  Perfons  of  Learning,  who  were  Na- 
tives of  China  *,  came  over  with  him.  The  one 
died  on  board  the  Ship,  the  other,  who  came  fafe 
to  Paris,  was  to^go  to  Rome,  in  order  to  give  Evi- 
dence in  relation  to  the  Conduct  of  the  Fathers  in 
that  part  of  the  World  from  which  he  came.  Father 
Fonqnet,  and  his  Companion,  lodged  in  the  Street 
of  St.  Anthony,  and  as  fecret  as  they  kept  their  In- 
tentions, the  Jefuits  guefs'd  at  them,  refolved  to 
traverfe  them,  and  to  be  revenged.    Father  Fouquet> 

*  A  Man  of  Letters  among  the  Chinefe,  is  a  Perfon 
devoted  to  Study,  as  other  Men  to  Trades. 

on 
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on  his  fide,  penetrated  their  Defign,  and  without 
lofmg  a  Moment's  Time,  took  Poll:  one  Night  for 
Rome,  together  with  his  Chinefe  Man  of  Letters. 
They  followed  with  the  utmoft  Expedition,  and 
came  up  unfortunately  with  the  latter.  As  the  un- 
lucky Stranger  fpoke  not  a  Word  of  French,  the 
Fathers  applied  themfelves  to  Cardinal  Du  Bois,  to 
whom  at  that  Time  they  were  neceflary,  and  in- 
forming him  that  they  had  a  young  Man  amongft 
them  who  was  become  crazy,  defired  Leave  to  fhut 
him  up.  The  Cardinal,  on  this  flight  Information, 
granted  on  the  Spot  what  he  was  always  too  liberal 
in  granting,  a  Lettre-de- cachet.  The  Lieutenant  de 
Police  who  was  charged  with  the  Execution  of  this 
Order,  when  he  came  to  feize  the  Lunatick,  found 
a  young  Man,  who  complimented  him  in  the  Chi- 
nefe  Way,  who  feemed  to  fing  rather  than  fpeak, 
and  look'd  as  in  amaze.  He  exprefled  his  Concern 
at  his  Condition,  but  fent  him  however  to  Charen- 
ton,  where  he  was  regularly  whipped  twice  a-day, 
as  the  Abbe  des  Fontaines  was  fince  at  Bijfetre  *. 
The  poor  Chinefe,  underftanding  nothing  of  the 
matter,  took  all  this  for  the  Cuftom  of  France  ;  and 
tho'  he  had  been  but  two  Days  at  Paris,  was  hear- 
tily fick  of  their  Behaviour.  In  this  manner  he 
pafled  three  Years  on  Bread  and  Water  amongft 
the  Reverend  Father  Floggers,  and  the  poor  diffract- 
ed Creatures  who  were  flogged,  without  ever  com- 
prehending there  were  any  Third  fort  of  People  in 
France,  but  fuppofing  it  the  fole  Employment  of  one 
part  of  the  Nation,  to  make  the  other  dance  to  the 
Whip.  At  the  End  of  that  Space  of  Time  there 
happened  a  Change  in  the  Minivtry,  and  a  new 
Lieutenant  de  Police  was  appointed  :  He  began  his 

*  This  Anecdote  is  cleared   up  in  the  Firft  Part  of 
Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Republick  of  Letters. 
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Office  with  a  Review  of  the  Prifons  belonging  there- 
to, and  vifited  that  of  the  mad  Folks  at  Charenton 
amongft  the  reft.  After  he  had  examined  all  who 
were  produced,  he  alked  if  there  were  none  yet  to 
fee  ?  They  anfwered,  but  one,  and  that  he  was  a 
poor  Creature  who  fpoke  a  Language  no-body  un- 
derstood. A  Reverend  Jefuit  who  accompanied  this 
Magiftratc,  afllired  him  it  was  a  kind  of  Madnefs 
peculiar  to  this  Man  not  to  anfwer  in  French,  and 
advifed  him  not  to  call  for  him,  becaufe  it  would 
be  to  no  purpofe.  The  Lieutenant  did  not  relifh  this 
Advice ;  and  fo  the  young  Man  was  brought  out. 
He  prefently  fell  on  his  Knees  to  that  Magiftrate, 
who  caufed  feveral  Perfons  to  fpeak  to  him  in  Spa- 
nijhy  Italian,  Latin,  Greek,  and  EngUJh,  in  vain,  he 
only  repeated  the  fame  Word,  Kant  on,  Kant  on. 
The  Father  pioufly  affirmed  he  was  poflefled  ;  but 
the  Lieutenant  recollecting  there  was  fuch  a  Place 
in  China,  fent  for  an  Interpreter,  who  underftood 
Chinefe,  and  then  the  Story  came  out.  The  Ma- 
giftrate  knew  not  what  to  do,  and  for  once  a  Jefuit 
knew  not  what  to  fay.  The  Duke  of  Bourbon,  who 
was  then  at  the  Head  of  Affairs,  being  acquainted 
with  the  Thins:,  took  care  to  have  the  Chinefe 
cloathed  and  provided  for,  till  an  Opportunity  of- 
fered of  fending  him  home  to  China  ;  whence,  it 
is  generally  thought,  few  Men  of  Letters  will  for 
the  future  venture  in  lac  Company  of  Jefuits  to 
make  the  i  our  of  Ro?ric-. 

See,  dear  Ijaac,  how  terribly  thefe  Lettres-de-ca- 
chct  may  be  abufed  !  How  many  Wretches  may  yet 
labour  under  this  Tyranny,  fo  inconfiftent  with  all 
the  Rules  of  Juftice  and  Equity  ?  If  a  Prelate  finds 
himfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  deal  with  one  of  his  Clergy, 
he  has  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  inform  againit  him 
as  a  Janfenijt ;  a  Lettre-de-cachet  comes  inftantly 
forth,  and  he  is  difpofed  of  for  ever.     A  Man  fo 

exiled, 
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exiled,  is  fo  far  from  having  it  in  his  power  to  do 
himfelf  Juflice,  by  explaining  his  Conduct,  that, 
generally  fpeaking,  he  is  prohibited  all  Correfpon- 
dence,  and  fent  to  refide  in  the  midft  of  his  Ene- 
mies ;  who  fet  their  Wits  to  work,  by  well-invented 
Stories,  to  keep  up,  and  even  to  augment  the  Pre- 
judice taken  againft  an  innocent  Perfon.  How  ma- 
ny People  within  this  laft  Age  have  been  arretted, 
and  lain  long  in  loathfome  Prifons,  on  ill-grounded 
Sufpicions,  and  falfe  Accufations  ?  What  dreadful 
Abufes  have  there  been  of  Lettres-de- cachet  ?  And 
how  many  fiill  fubfift  ? "  To  fuch  a  Height  at  length 
this  Evil  came,  that  private  People  counterfeited 
thefe  Letters,  and  a  Criminal  was  hanged  with 
this  Infcription  in  large  Characters  on  his  Breaft, 
A  Forger  of  Lettres-de-cachet. 

It  is  in  vain,  my  Friend,  that  in  order  to  juflify 
this  Practice  of  punifhing  without  Trial,  the  abfo- 
lute  Power  of  Princes,  and  the  NecefEty  of  fecuring 
fome  fort  of  People  is  alledged.  Both  thefe  Objec- 
tions are  trivial.  Princes  ought  for  their  own  In- 
terests to  accuftom  the  People  to  fee  all  Things  done 
according  to  Law.  Befides,  if  they  are  Lords,  they 
are,  at  leaft  they  ought  to  be,  Fathers  alfo  to  their 
Subjects  ;  and  Equity  in  this  Cafe  forbids  that  they 
mould  fuffer  the  Weaker  to  be  the  Victims  of  the 
more  Powerful ;  or  that  any  one  Man  mould  have 
fuch  Authority,  as  to  injure  others  with  Impunity. 

If  there  could  be  any  Security  had,  that  fucceed- 
ing  Ministers  in  France  would  referable  the  prefent, 
the  Prince  might,  without  Fear,  intruft  them  with 
the  Management  of  his  Power  without  Referve. 
He  might  be  allured  that  it  v/ould  be  exercifed  fo  as 
to  make  the  People  happy ;  and  they,  on  the  other 
hand,  would  be  fo  far  from  fearing  any  Digreffions 
from  the  ordinary  Rules  of  Juftice,  that  they  would 
apprehend  Lcttrcs-dc-cachet  Acts  of  Lenity,  ferving 

to 
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to  withdraw  People  from  the  too  great  Severities  of 
the  Law.  But  for  one  Cardinal  Fleury,  there  are 
thirty  Cardinals  Du  Boh.  Is  it  then  at  all  juft,  that 
the  People  mould  be  expofed  to  the  Caprice  of  a 
Man  who  abufes  the  Power  of  his  Sovereign  ;  or 
that  the  Lives  and  Liberties  of  Subjects  mould  de- 
pend on  the  Credit  their  Enemies  have  with  a 
Prime  Minifter  ? 

The  principal  Care  of  Kings  ought  to  be  render- 
ing their  Subjects  exact  Juftice ;  and  thereby  pre- 
venting the  Small  from  (landing  in  Fear  of  the 
Great.  It  is  therefore  abfolutely  neceffary,  that 
every  Man  mould  have  an  Opportunity  of  defending 
himfelf  in  a  legal  Way  before  he  is  condemned  ; 
and  that  Judgment  mould  be  pronounced  by  Perfons 
abfolutely  impartial  and  unbiaffed.  Obferve  one 
thing,  my  Friend,  that  the  Minifter  is  commonly, 
if  not  always,  an  Adverfary  to  thofe  who  fufFer  by 
thefe  Lettres-de-cachet :  Does  not  Equity  then  re- 
quire that  there  mould  be  fome  Judge  between  a 
private  Perfon  and  his  avow'd  Adverfary  ?  What 
would  be  faid  of  a  Court  of  Juftice,  where,  on  the 
Attorney-General's  winding  up  his  Harangue  againft 
the  Criminals,  they  were  hanged  up  without  more 
ado  ?  Would  not  all  the  World  blame  fuch  a 
fhameful  Dependency  on  the  Opinion  of  one  Man? 
And  what,  in  this  Capacity  of  granting  Warrants, 
is  a  Minifter  more  than  a  Peace-Gmcer  ?  It  is  true, 
thofe  who  offend  againft  the  Laws  ought  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  ;  but  then  they  ought  alio  to  be  punifhed  ac- 
cording as  the  Law  directs. 

The  fatal  Effects  which  follow  wherever  there 
are  evil  Minifters,  the  Bloodfhed  and  Murders  they 
occafion,  the  Profcriptions  which  they  are  but  too 
ready  to  attempt  on  very  fiight  Provocations,  are 
but  too  ftrong  Motives  to  induce  Sovereigns  to  act 
cautioufly  in  the  Powers  they  indulge  them,  and 
1  not 
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not  to  fuffer  them  to  act  but  according  to  the  Rules 
which  Juftice  prefcribes.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  whe- 
ther Princes  or  private  Men  are  moft  concerned  to 
fee  Juftice  adminiftred  fteadily,  according  to  the 
eftablifhed  Rules,  and  with  the  utmoft  Solemnity. 
If  the  People  have  juft  Caufe  to  tremble  at  the  de- 
fpotick  Power  of  abfolute  Minifters,  their  Mafters 
have  no  lefs  Caufe  to  be  alarmed,  if  they  confi- 
der  their  defperate  Effects.  If  they  could  but  know 
fometimes  how  much  they  ftand  indebted  to  fuch 
as  oppofe  their  Minifters,  and  thofe  whom  they  in- 
truft  with  their  Affairs,  far  from  allowing  them  to 
be  oppreffed,  they  would  hear  and  make  ufe  of  their 
Counfels. 

As  to  the  reft,  dear  Ifaac,  I  am  fenfible  enough, 
that  let  a  Minifter  be  ever  fo  able,  there  will  be 
uneafy  and  malicious  Men,  who  will  oppofe,  thwart, 
and  mifreprefent  his  Actions,  however  wife,  how- 
ever ufeful.  It  is  not  fuch  fort  of  Folks  I  would 
have  Kings  regard,  who  are  in  truth  but  bad  Sub- 
jects, as  well  as  indifferent  Men.  When  I  fpeak 
of  Princes  liftning  to  private  Informations,  I  fup- 
pofe  them  always  to  come  from  Perfons  of  known 
Probity,  and  remarkably  well  affected.  It  would 
be  ridiculous  indeed  to  expect  a  Monarch  fhould 
liften  to  the  Clamour  of  a  few  feditious  People  ; 
that  would  be  an  Evil  not  much  inferior  to  the  for- 
mer, fince  it  is  certain  the  greateft  and  the  beft 
cannot  vanquifh  Envy. 

Cardinal  Fleury  in  all  probability  will  one  Day 
be  more  refpe£ted  by  Pofterity  than  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu \  at  leafc,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  all  Philofophick 
Judges  of  Mankind  will  prefer  him  to  all  the  Mi- 
nifters that  have  been  in  France.  But  this  however 
does  not  hinder  fome  from  being  blind  enough,  or 
Knaves  enough,  not  to  acknowledge  his  Virtues. 

2  Sir 
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Sir  Robert  fValpole,  who  is  the  Minifter  here,  is 
a  Man  of  a  vaft  penetrating  and  fublime  Genius, 
and  is  no  lefs  follicitous  for  the  Good  of  his  Coun- 
try, than  attentive  to  whatever  concerns  the  Glory 
of  his  Mafter  :  He  fupports,  with  wonderful  Capa- 
city and  confummate  Prudence,  the  whole  Weight 
of  publick  Affairs  :  He  has  carried  Commerce  and 
Credit  to  the  higheft  Pitch.  However,  Multitudes 
declaim  againft  him.  He  has  indeed  more  Enemies 
than  the  French  Minifter.  In  fpite,  however,  of 
their  impotent  Clamour,  not  only  the  molt  reafon- 
able  People  among  the  Englijh,  but  all  Europe  in 
general,  do  Juftice  to  his  Capacity,  and  applaud  his 
Merit.  It  is  very  poflible  his  Enemies  would  be 
more  moderate,  if  his  Qualifications  were  lefs  con- 
fpicuous.  I  am  thinking,  Ifaac,  while  I  write,  that 
if  by  any  Accident  this  Letter  had  fallen  into  the 
Hands  of  an  Englijh  Malecontent,  he  would  not  fail 
to  allure  you  thefe  Praifes  were  beftowed  for  certain 
Reafons  which  he  would  have  the  Chanty  to  guefs 
at.  Nor  would  he  ever  admit,  that  I,  tho'  a  jfew9 
a  Stranger  in  England,  and  unknown  at  Court, 
would  commend  a  Perfon  merely  becaufe  I  thought 
him  commendable. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ifaac,  live  happy  and  con-* 
tent,  and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  cover  thee 
with  Profperities, 
London. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXLVIII. 

Jacob  Brito  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

T>  AD  Weather  and  contrary  Winds,  dear  Mon- 
•*~*  ceca,  have  hindred  my  embarquing.  I  wait  with 
great  Impatience  the  happy  Moment  when  I  fhall 
quit  this  Country.  In  fpite  of  my  Difguife,  not- 
withstanding all  the  Precautions  I  take,  I  am  under 
mortal  Inquietudes.  I  am  terrified  when  I  confider 
the  Avarice  of  the  Monks,  and  I  perfectly  tremble, 
when  I  call  to  mind  their  exceflive  Power  in  this 
Place.  Yet,  exceflive  as  it  is,  it  is  much  lefs  fo 
than  ever  it  was  in  Times  paft  ;  judge  then  to  what 
a  Length  it  was  once  carried,  and  with  what  Info- 
lence  and  Tyranny  they  abufed  it. 

There  has  happened  here  within  thefe  few  Days 
an  Adventure  very  mortifying  for  the  Priefts.  The 
Goaler  and  his  Archers,  who  have  the  Cultody  of 
the  Prifon  of  the  Officiality,  committed  all  forts 
of  Crimes  :  They  robbed,  beat,  abufed  the  Pri- 
.foners  at  their  pleafure,  and  gave  all  the  Liberty 
they  could  defire,  to  fome  who  had  it  in  their 
power  to  pay  for  it ;  fo  that  the  moft  guilty  were 
favoured  mod.  The  Corregidor  or  Chief  Magi- 
strate of  the  City  being  informed  of  thefe  Irregu- 
larities, caufed  the  Goaler  and  fome  of  his  Mir- 
midons  to  be  apprehended  and  conducted  to  the 
publick  Prifons.  Upon  this  the  Patriarch  took 
fire,  as  fuppofing  himfelf  bound  at  all  Events  to 
fupport  thefe  Rafcals,  becaufe  they  depended  on  his 
Jurifdiclion.     He   therefore   excommunicated    the 

Corre- 
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Corregidor  immediately,  as  guilty  of  a  great  and 
notorious  Crime.  That  Magiftrate  being  extreme- 
ly fenfible  of  this  Affront,  appealed  to  the  King, 
informed  him  of  the  injurious  Treatment  he  had 
received,  and  met  with  the  Redrefs  he  expected. 
The  King  eafily  apprehended  that  the  Infult  of- 
fered to  this  Magiftrate  reflected  on  the  Crown,  and 
that  his  Majefty's  Authority  was  wounded  by  this 
Act  of  Preemption  in  the  Patriarch.  In  fine,  he 
was  compelled  to  recal  his  Excommunication,  and 
even  to  write  a  very  polite  Epiftle  to  the  Corregidor, 
befeeching  him  to  excufe  the  Rafhnefs  he  had  (hewn 
in  endeavouring  to  exclude  him  from  the  Communion 
of  the  Faithful. 

This  juft  and  commendable  Action  of  the  Kind's, 
which  in  any  other  Country  would  pafs  for  an 
ordinary  Occurrence,  it  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Authority  to  do  Juftice  in  all  Cafes  to  its  Subjects, 
is  looked  on  here  at  Lifbon  as  a  very  bold  Thing, 
and  worthy  of  the  moft  heroick  Courage.  The 
French  could  not  make  more  to  do  about  the  Py- 
ramid which  Leivis  XIV.  caufed  to  be  erected  in 
the  midft  of  Rome,  than  the  wifeft  of  the  Porta- 
guefe  do  about  this  Action,  fo  glorious  for  the 
King,  {o  equitable  for  the  Magiftrates,  and  fo  mor- 
tifying to  the  Ecclefiafticks.  This  will  however 
appear  the  lefs  extraordinary,  if  you  confider  the 
Difference  between  the  Characters  of  the  French 
and  Portuguefe :  You  will  then  eafily  acknowledge 
that  it  was  not  more  difficult  for  the  Monarch  of 
France  to  humble  the  Pope,  than  for  the  King  of 
Portugal  to  check  the  Pride  of  the  Patriarch,  who 
is  revered  as  a  kind  of  Divinity  by  k\en  Eights  of 
his  Subjects. 

Whenever  at  Paris  the  Sovereign  is  Inclined  ta 
act  agalnft  the  Roman  Pontiff,  all  things  favour  hi> 
Defign.     The  Parliament  fees  its  mortal  Eremv 

Vol.  IV,  L  humbled 


2i3  Tke  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  148. 

humbled  with  Pleafure.  Many  Ecclefiafticks  blefs 
the  Hand  which  protects  the  Rights  of  the  Galilean 
Church.  The  People  are  thankful  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  their  Liberties.  And  as  for  the  Great, 
thofe  everlafting  Slaves  of  the  Throne,  ready  to 
turn  Turks  if  the  King  put  on  a  Turban,  they  go 
to  bed  Molinijls  and  rife  Janfenijls^  as  their  Interefts 
direct  thein.  Their  Concern  for  their  Fortunes 
regulates  their  Faith.  If  Circumcifion  was  the  only 
Road  to  Preferment  how  many  Brethren,  dear  Mon- 
et ca,  mould  we  have  at  Court  ? 

People  in  Portugal  think  in  quite  another  Way. 
The  Priefts,  the  Monks,  and  the  Inquifitors  are 
all  concerned  in  iupporting  the  Authority  of  their 
Chief  ;  any  Attempt  on  him  rcuzes  them  all.  A 
prodigious  Croud  of  bigotted  Laicks,  inflead  of  op- 
pofing  the  Invafions  of  the  Ecclefiafticks,  refpecf- 
fully  kifs  the  Cords  with  which  they  are  bound. 
The  People  in  general,  grofly  fuperftitious,  never 
diftinguifh  between  the  Interefts  of  Priefts  and  that 
of  Religion.  Blind  alike  in  Judgment  and  in 
Conduct,  to  what  Excefs  may  they  not  be  car- 
ried when  influenced  by  the  Authors  of  their  En- 
thufiafin  ?  There  remains  therefore  to  fupport  the 
King  in  any  fuch  Defign  of  moderating  the  Power 
of  the  Clergy,  only  fuch  as  in  fpite  of  national  De- 
lufion  have  the  Courage  to  make  ufe  of  their  Rea- 
fon.  Amongft  thefe  we  may  generally  reckon  the 
Men  of  Quality  whom  a  good  Education  and  Con- 
vention with  the  World  hath  qualified  to  fee  far- 
ther than  others  into  the  Frauds  of  Priefts,  the 
Avarice  of  Churchmen,  and  the  Difference  between 
the  Intereft  of  Religion  and  that  of  the  Clergy. 
But  however  confiderable  this  Succefs  may  be,  it 
is  not  to  kfi  compared  with  the  Facility  the  King 
of  France  meets  with  in  the  Profecution  of  the  like 
Defign.     There  is  therefore  as  high  a  Spirit,  and 

as 
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as  great  a  degree  of  Courage  neceftary  to  do  fmall 
Things  at  Lijbon,  as  to  perform  great  and  celebrated 
Exploits  at  Paris. 

The  reigning  King  of  Portugal  has  had   feveral 
Struggles  with  the  Court  of  Rome.     He   has  indeed 
done  what  none  of  his  PredeceHbrs  durft  ati, 
And  by  his  Firmnefs  he  has  always  hindred  them 
from  carrying  their  Point.     Happily  for  himfelf 
his  Kingdom,  he  is  always  ready  to  hear  the  Ad 
vice  of  true  Patriots,  and  which  is  more,  to  follow 
when  he  has  heard  it. 

The  Misfortunes  which  Don  Seba/iian  drew  upon 
himfelf,  by  blindly  and  imprudently  following  the 
Advices  of  Monks,  ought  to  deter  all  future  Kino-s 
of  Portugal  from  fuch  a  Proceeding.  That  unfor- 
tunate Monarch  ruined  himfelf  by  yielding  to  the 
Perfuafions  of  fome  Jefuits  he  had  about  him,  who 
engaged  him  to  give  the  Moors  Battle,  tho'  their 
Army  was  three  times  as  ilrong  as  his  own.  Thefe 
Priefts  flattered  him  with  the  Hopes  of  miraculous 
Afliitance.  But  alas  this  failed  !  and  that  imprudent 
and  unhappy  Prince  paid  with  his  Life  for  his  Weak- 
nefs  and  Credulity  ;  a  juft  indeed,  but  fure  a  fevere 
Chaftifement  for  his  Facility  in  fuffering  himfelf  to 
be  directed  by  Monks  in  Things  fo  remote  from 
their  Profeflion,  as  is  whatever  relates  to  Arms. 

The  Fate  of  Don  Sebajiian  was  i'o  much  the 
more  unhappy,  fince  many  have  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Jefuits  gave  him  this  Advice  on  purpofe  to 
ueftroy  him.  Tho'  this  is  a  Thing  by  no  means 
certain,  yet  fome  have  ventured  to  adopt  it  as  an 
indubitable  Truth.  Some  there  are^  fays  Brantoftie  *, 
who  ajjiire  us^  that  the  Jefuits  did  and  J  aid  all  with 
good  Intention  :  Others  again  fuppofe  they  zvere  fe- 
duced  and  corrupted  by  the  King  of  Spain,    to  pufi 

*  Dimes  Galdntes,  Tom.  ii.  p.  88. 
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this  unfortunate  young  Prince,  too  full  of  Courage 
and  of  Fire,  on  bis  Fate,  that  the  Spanifh  Monarch 
might  the  more  cafily  feize  what  it  is  certain  he  af- 
terwards  did  feize. 

If,  dear  Monceca,  you  fhould  inquire  what  my 
Judgment  is  in  refpecr.  to  this  Difpute,  I  muft  free- 
ly own  that  it  is  a  Doubt  with  me  which  Opinion 
has  the  greateft  Appearance  of  Truth.  It  may  be 
alledged,  that  this  ought  to  be  added  to  the  long 
Lift  of  imaginary  Crimes  which  the  Enemies  of 
the  Jefuits  have  placed  to  their  Account,  as  no 
doubt  that  fuch  a  Lift  there  is  :  But  then  it  may  be 
on  the  other  hand  fuggefted,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
improbable  that  the  Jefuits,  fo  much  at  that  Time 
devoted  to  the  King  of  Spain,  mould  take  this  Step, 
in  order  to  his  acquiring  Dominions  he  had  already 
fwallowed  in  Imagination,  fince  in  that  Cafe,  they 
only  acted  in  reality  in  Portugal,  what  molt  zea- 
loufly,  as  well  as  bafely,  they  endeavoured  to  bring 
\o  pafs  in  France  in  the  Times  of  the  League. 

Don  Sebajlian  is  not  the  fole  Monarch  who  has 
fallen  through  too  great  Confidence  in  Priefts.  Louis 
King  of  Hungary  was  ilain  in  a  Battle  againft  the 
Turks,  which  Engagement  was  owing  to  the  obfti- 
nate  Perfuafions  of  a  Cardinal  in  whom  he  had  too 
great  Truft.  A  French  King  of  the  fame  Name, 
after  he  had,  at  the  Sollicitation  of  the  Clergy,  made 
many  Wars,  as  bloody  and  without  Ufe  to  his  King- 
dom, as  cruel  and  unjuft  with  refpecl  to  his  un- 
happy Subjects,  went  at  laft  to  fall  amidft  the  Ruins 
of  Carthage,  where  perifh'd  with  him,  at  leaft,  one 
half  of  a  gallant  Army,  which  he  had  tranfported 
from  France  into  Africk. 

One  of  the  greateft  Mifchiefs  which,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, dear  Monceca,  can  befal  a  Sovereign,  is  his 
paying  any  fort  of  Attention  to  a  Set  of  People, 
who,  void  of  all  Knowledge  in  the  Affairs  of  the 

World, 
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World,  are  full  of  a  wild  as  well  as  falfe  Zeal  for 
Religion  ;  which  induces  them  to  approve  and  exe- 
cute, as  far  as  they  can,  the  moft  extravagant  De- 
figns.  A  Man  who  has  Capacity  enough  to  direct 
thirty  Devotees,  may  and  muft  want  the  Talents 
necefTary  to  govern  a  Kingdom.  States  are  not  re- 
gulated as  Convents  are,  nor  muft  we  expect  from 
Subjects  what  Superiors  look  for  from  their  Monks. 
Yet  how  often  have  v/e  feen  Princes  mrinking  into 
the  defpicable  Character  of  Slaves  to  their  Confeflbrs, 
and  learning  at  the  Feet  of  their  Clergy  what  ought 
to  be  the  Fate  of  their  People,  till  they  became 
themfelves  the  mere  Organs  of  a  Monk  or  Prieft  ? 
Among  the  Proteftants,  where  the  Clergy  pretend 
to  keep  to  their  Inftitution  and  to  ftick  to  their  Du- 
ty, there  are  too  many  for  directing  their  Mafters. 
What  amazing  Alterations  in  the  Affairs  of  Eng- 
land, nay,  and  of  the  Affairs  of  the  High  Allies, 
were  produced  by  the  political  Sermons  of  one  Sa- 
chevercl  ?  Elfewhere  have  we  not  (ecu  a  certain 
Preacher,  tolerably  bright  for  a  Norma??,  giving 
himfelf  the  Airs  of  a  Statefman,  and  treating  cava- 
lierly enough  the  evangelick  Miniftry  ?  In  a  word, 
is  it  not  generally  remarked,  that  every  where  thefe 
People  are  but  too  well  heard  ? 

Happy  is  the  Prince  who  knows  how  to  make  a 
right  Choice  of  thofe  he  honours  with  his  Confi- 
dence. It  is  on  that  Choice  his  Glory  and  his  Peace 
depend.  How  many  Sovereigns  ftand  diftinguifhed 
to  Posterity,  who  were  perhaps  but  Men  of  mode- 
rate Parts,  and  would  have  appeared  fo,  but  for 
their  Minilters  of  State.  The  Epithet  of  Great,  fo 
liberally  bellowed  on  Princes,  would  in  moft  Cafes, 
if  narrowly  fcann'd,  belong  rather  to  their  Mini- 
lters. Unaftifted  by  Jgrippa  and  Mccccnas,  where 
.mould  we  have  placed  Auguftus  ?  The  Hiftory  of 
Louis  XIII.  what  is-  it  but  the  fhining  Acts  of 
L  3  Riche- 
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Richelieu?  Louis  XIV.  was  indeed  a  great  King  ; 
but  the  Comics,  the  Turen>ies,  as  well  as  the  Luvcis 
and  Colberts,  had  no  fmall  Share  in  acquiring  the 
Glories  of  his  Reign.  The  Monarch  now  reigning 
in  France  hath  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  Virtues, 
worthy  the  Efteem  of  remote  Pofterity.  He  pof- 
fcfles,  above  all,  that  Sweetnefs,  that  Beneficence, 
that  Wifdom  and  Piety,  which  rendered  Titus  the 
Mailer  of  the  Hearts  of  Mankind.  Thefe  Qualifi- 
cations are  never  the  lefs  his,  on  account  of  the 
Obligations  he  owes  to  that  wife  Minifter  he  has 
chofen  to  direct  his  Councils.  If  Burrhus  and  Se- 
neca had  not  been  fucceeded  by  NarciJJus,  Nero 
had  been  always  virtuous.  It  was  the  Minions  of 
Henry  III.  milled  and  ruined  that  unhappy  Prince. 

In  all  Situations  of  Life,  evil  Counfellors  and 
wicked  Acquaintance  are  dangerous  ;  but  they  are 
frill  more  fo  to  Princes  :  A  private  Man  will  find 
a  thoufand  Perfons  ready  to  open  his  Eyes,  by  re- 
proaching him  with  the  wrong  Steps  into  which 
bad  Advice  drew  him  j  whereas  Courtiers  approve 
and  applaud  whatever  the  Prince  does,  be  it  ever 
fo  bad ;  fo  that  he  has  no  Refource  but  to  the  Ad- 
vice of  fome  faithful  Friend,  to  whom  he  accords 
the  Liberty  of  fpeaking  freely.  There  are  but  few 
Princes  wife  enough  to  a£r.  thus,  which  is  the  Rea- 
fon  why  there  are  few  Princes  who  efcape  fufrering 
by  a  contrary  Conducl  ;  and  which  is  ft  ill  worfe, 
all  their  Faults  recur  on  a  Multitude  of  innocent 
People,  who,  tho'  they  have  no  part  in  their  Of- 
fences, fuffer  for  them  *.  The  Errors  of  Princes 
are  defperate  Scourges  for  their  Subjects.  The 
Plague  is  more  merciful  to  Men  than  the  mad  Am- 
bition of  Princes  to  their  Neighbours.  Famine 
cannot    reduce   a    Country  fo    low  as   it    may  be 


*  Quidquid  deiirant  Reges  plecluntur  Acbi-vi. 
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brought  by  the  Luxury  and  Vanity  of  a  Prince 
criminally  avaricious  of  what  is  the  Produce  of  his 
Subjects  Labours  and  Sweat,  and  prodigal  at  the 
fame  time  of  his  own  Revenue  to  a  flattering  Cour- 
tier, or  fome  faithlefs  Concubine.  Rain,  Storms, 
and  Inundations,  do  not  mifchief  People  more  than 
a  Prince's  idle  Love,  or  the  Penfions  paid  to  cor- 
rupt the  Minifters  of  his  Neighbours. 

Happv  are  thofe  Nations  where  Monarchs  ftudy 
to  ac~t  like  tutelary  Deities,  by  preferving  Peace  and 
Abundance  to  their  Sub j eels,  without  expe. 
they  mould  crcc~t  Temples  in  their  Turns  any  where 
but  in  their  Hearts.  Such  were  the  Sentiments  of 
thofe  excellent  Monarchs  who  fcem  born  for  the 
Good  of  Mankind,  and  who  were  anciently,  thro' 
Gratitude,  number* d  with  the  Gods.  Thofe  He- 
roes, who  placed  all  Senfe  c-i  Grearnefs  in  the  Good 
they  did  to  others,  what  would  they  have  thought 
if  they  had  feen  one  King  (tiled  Great,  for  deftroy- 
ing  a  whole  People,  and  e'lablifh  his  Glory  on  Ra- 
pine and  Murder  ?  Another  Magnificent,  for  im- 
poverifhing  his  Subjects  ?  And  a  third  Intrepid,  for 
his  Delight  in  Slaughter  ?  They  would  have 
thought,  no  doubt,  fuch  Titles  very  ill  beftowed. 

Farewel,  dear  Monccca,  live  content  and  happv, 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  blefs  thee  with 
Abundance. 

Lifcon, 


LETTER 
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Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi,  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

T  Wrote  you  fome  Days  ago,  my  dear  Ifaac,  my 
A  Sentiments  as  to  the  Merits  of  the  Englijh  Tra- 
gic Poets  :  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  my  Judg- 
ment on  the  Comic  Writers.  They  feem  to  me 
to  exceed  thofe  I  mentioned  firft  a  good  deal.  I 
went  Yefterday  to  a  Comedy,  and  I  was  very  well 
iatisfied  with  the  Performance  :  The  Characters 
were  in  Nature,  the  Plot  well  laid,  the  Style 
chafte,  tffc.  and,  which  was  much  more  important, 
the  Moral  was  wholefome  and  juft,  accompanied 
with  a  ftrong  well-turn'd  Vein  of  Humour.  This 
Piece  fell  from  the  Pen  of  Congreve,  the  beit,  the 
wifeft,  and  the  moft  modeft  of  all  the  Englijh  Au- 
thors in  this  Way.  It  had  been  well  if  IVycherley 
and  Vanbrugh  had  wrote  as  perfectly  :  Their  Works, 
to  fpeak  the  Truth,  are  full  of  bold  Strokes,  and 
abound  with  Wit,  but  they  too  often  bear  hard  on 
Modefty,  and  make  the  Stage  an  Engine  of  Cor- 
ruption, whereas  it  ought  to  be  a  School  of  Morals. 
It  is  without  Hefitation,  my  dear  Friend,  that 
I  place  the  beft  Pieces  of  Moliere  far  above  the 
Productions  of  IVycherley.  Befides  their  furpaffing 
them  in  Delicacy,  they  alfo  are  exactly  fuited  to 
the  Decency  which  ought  to  appear  in  all  publick 
Spectacles,  in  order  to  free  them  from  any  Dread 
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of  thofe  too  zealous  Doctors  ever  burning  with   a 
ftrong  Inclination  to  decry  them.     The  beft  Argu- 
ment which   we  can  poflibly  ufe  in  favour  of  the 
Theatre,    is  its  Ufefulnefs  in  correcting  Manners. 
The  Spectacles  or  publick   Reprefentations  of  the 
prefent  Age  are  certainly  adorned  with  Sentiments 
which  render  them  very  inftruclive.     Few  People 
of  Rank  are  very  attentive  at  Sermons,  whereas  at 
the  Play-houfe  they  mind  what  is  faid  well  enough. 
I  dare  fay  therefore,  that  Mo/iere's  Comedies  have 
done  more  Service  among  the  Courtiers,  than  the 
Sermons   of    Bourdaloue    and    Majfillon.     Without 
teizing  you  with  Examples,  do  but  remember  how 
much  Good  was  done  by  that  fingle  Play  of  Pre- 
cieufe  ridicules.    But  for  that  excellent  Comedv,  the 
French,  and  their  Neighbours  in  Imitation  of  them, 
had  to  this  Day  affected  Manners  ft  iff,  impertinent, 
and  unnatural ;  and  had  delivered  themfelves  up  to 
an  affected  way  of  fpeaking,  which  was  the  Mode 
for  feveral  Years  among  a  multitude  of  People.     If 
we  drive  from  the  Stage  that  Modefty  which  is  a 
neceflary  part  of  Good  Manners  ;    if  inftead   of  a- 
mending  the  Heart  while  we  amufe  the  Imagina- 
tion, we  do  our  utmoft  to  corrupt  both,  by  giving 
feducing  Pictures  of  Vice,  as  in  the  little  Entertain- 
ments   of  Dancour    and   other   Pieces   of  the  like 
Stamp  ;   whatever  Genius  may  appear  in  the  Exe- 
cution, we  ought  only  to  be  regarded  in  the  fame 
Light  with  Poiibners,  who  afford,  if  they  can,  an 
agreeable  Flavour   to   make  their  mortal  Drenches 
go  the  more  eafily  down* 

Wycherley  feems  to  have  collected  with  the  utmoft 
Care  the  Subjects  capable  of  admitting  a  criminal 
Intrigue  ;  thofe  which  did  not  admit  one,  he  forced 
to  that  Purpofe  ;  and  even  fuch  Pieces  as  he  pur- 
loin'd  from  Mollere  he  corrupted  from  his  Tafte. 
That  Comedy  wherein  he  has  made  ufe  of  V  Ecolc 
L  5  de 
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de  Fermnes,  though  full  of  Fire,  and  by  no  means 
deficient  in  Wit,  is  yet  far  fnort  of  the  Wifdom 
difcoverable  in  his  Model.  Inftead  of  Moliere's 
Sagacity  in  making  a  future  Hufband  rifque  his 
Spoufe's  Fidelity,  and  his  Caution  in  avoiding  any 
Expreflion  tending  to  a  Breach  of  Decorum,  JVy- 
cherley  introduces  a  Man  pretending  to  be  a  Eu- 
nuch, and  letting  all  the  World  into  the  Secret  of 
his  Incapacity  :  The  Hufbands,  charm'd  with  fuch 
an  innocent  Inamorato,  bring  their  Wives  readily 
into  his  Company.  The  falfe  Origcn  having  made 
choice  of  a  Country  Lady,  obtains  of  her  the  laft 
Favours ;  and  if,  unluckily  for  the  Englijh,  their 
comic  Writers  were  not  fomewhat  nicer  than  their 
tragic  Poets,  they  might  have  in  the  Conclufion  of 
the  Play  a  very  fine  Scene  on  the  Stage,  at  leaft  in 
their  way.  There  could  not  certainly  be  any  thing 
in  it  more  fhocking  or  abfurd,  than  in  the  intro- 
ducing in  a  Tragedy  a  Hufband  ftrangling  his  Wife 
with  his  own  Hands  ;  a  Thing  the  Englijh  fee  not 
only  without  Horror,  but  with  all  the  Marks  of 
Admiration,  in  the  Moor  of  Venice. 

One  may  venture  to  affirm,  my  Friend,  that  if 
the  Writers  of  Englijh  Tragedies  are  to  be  juftly 
charged  with  offend ing  againft  the  Rules  of  their 
Art,  the  comic  Authors  are  not  lefs  culpable  in 
refpecl:  to  their  Tranfgrefiions  againft  Modefty  and 
Good  Manners.  The  latter  are  indeed  more  per- 
fect in  their  Way.  Wycherley  and  Vanbrugh  come 
nearer  to  Terence  and  Moliere,  than  Dryden  and 
Shake/pear  to  Sophocles  and  Euripides,  Corncilie  and 
Racine.  We  fcmetimes  meet  in  their  Works  with 
Strokes  bolder  and  more  fparkling  than  in  the 
Greek,  Latin,  or  French  Poets  ;  but  the  Luftre  of 
thefe  fine  Things  is  more  than  obfcured  by  long 
Paffages    utterly   irreconcilable    to    Decency .  and 
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Decorum,  and   wherein   the  Authors  feem  loft  to 
Shame. 

Congreve's  Pieces  are  the  moft  perfect  Comedies 
the  Englijh  have.  He  is  indeed  a  worthy  Rival  of 
the  great  Molt  ere,  and  hath  perhaps  fewer  Faults 
than  he.  Congreve  is  exact,  lively,  prudent,  cau- 
tious in  his  Expreflions,  and  who  never  runs  into 
low  ridiculous  Pleafantries  purely  to  keep  up  the 
Laugh.  He  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Man- 
kind, and  all  his  Characters  are  natural,  full  of 
Truth,  and  exceedingly  ftriking.  If  the  Englijh 
Comedies  in  general  were  as  good  as  his,  the  The- 
atre at  London  would  furpafs  that  of  Paris ;  but  in 
the  firft  place,  his  Plays  are  but  few  j  and  in  the 
next,  few  of  their  Authors  come  near  him. 

The  meaneft  of  the  comic  Writers  in  this  Coun- 
try have  a  Cuftom  pleafant  enough  :  They  pillage 
Molicrc,  they  disfigure  his  beft  Pieces,  and  criticife 
him  with  the  utmoft  Infolence.  That  Author  is 
really  as  ill-treated  in  England,  as  Hofner,  Virgil* 
Horace,  Isc.  by  the  Adverfaries  of  the  Ancients. 
Ail  the  Dablers  in  Parnajfus  open  againft  him  as  a ' 
common  Enemy,  and  yet  do  their  utmoft  to  make 
their  miferable  Pieces  go  off,  by  interlarding  them 
with  Sentiments  ftole  from  him  ;  it  is  true,  they 
manage  thefe  fo  forriiy,  that  if  one  was  to  form  a 
Judgment  of  Mali  ere  by  the  Samples  they  give  us, 
we  ihould  condemn  that  illuftrious  Writer  without 
Mercy.  But  what  Effect  on  his  Reputation  can 
the  Attempts  of  thefe  Blotters  of  Paper  ever  have, 
or  what  can  a  few  Authors  of  miferable  damned 
Farces  fay  to  prejudice  him  ?  I  am  affured  that 
Congreve  has  the  higheft  Efteem  in  the  World  for 
fdoliere's  Writings,  and  no  Poet  of  Eminence  a- 
mong  the  Englijh  ever  decried  his  Plays.  Hov/  is 
it  pojftble  to  be  fo  prejudiced,  as  not  to  be  fenfible 
L  6  of 
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of  the  Delicacy,  the  Salt,  the  Good  Senfe,  which 
reigns  in  his  Tartuffe,  his  Alifanthrope,  his  School 
cf  Women,  and  his  Learned  Ladies  P  Coryieille  and 
Racine  never  put  Pen  to  Paper  againft  Sophocles  or 
Euripides  :  On  the  contrary,  they  gave  thofe  Au- 
thors all  the  Praifes  they  could  beftow.  Boileau  and 
Pope  are  zealous  Advocates  for  the  Honour  of  Ho- 
?ner  and  Virgil;  is  it  not  furprizing,  that  only  the 
Peraults,  the  TerraJJbns,  and  other  fecond-rate  Au- 
thors, fhould  form  the  ridiculous  Defign  of  tarnifh- 
ing  the  Glory  of  thofe  ancient  Herpes  ?  Scarron, 
dy  Ajfouci,  and  Marivaux,  who  in  attempting  to 
travefty  Virgil,  Ovid,  and  Fev.elon,  have  rendered 
themfelves  ridiculous,  are  however  far  lefs  blame- 
able  than  thefe  People,  becaufe  they  had  ftil'l  high 
Thoughts  of  their  Originals,  tho'  they  drew  after 
them  miferable  Copies. 

It  feems  in  the  learned  World  a  neceflary  Con- 
fequence  Gf  attaining  a  certain  Pitch  of  Pveputation 
to  be  attacked  by  thefe  Zoilus's,  the  Scum  and  OfF- 
fcouring  of  Letters.  I  do  not  know,  Ifaac,  whe- 
ther ever  it  might  enter  your  Head  to  confider  the 
Number  of  bad  Books  written  againft  the  beft  Au- 
thors. There  is  not  one,  however  eminent,  who 
has  efcaped  Criticifm ;  and  which  is  worfe,  thofe 
who  venture  to  carp  at  them,  do  it  as  if  they  were 
every  way  their  Superiors,  and  were  taking  to  tafk 
the  Works  of  Bor.necorfe  or  Pradon. 

Not  to  fpeak  of  the  impertinent  Parallel  between 
ihe  /Indents  and  Moderns,  in  which  they  have  fhewn 
lefs  Care  to  demonstrate  the  Equality  between  the 
Ages  of  Louis  XIV.  and  Juguftus,  than  to  injure 
the  Characters  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  how 
many  miferable  Criticifms  have  we  ieeri  againft 
the  Tragedies  of  Corneille,  Racine,  Crebillon,  and 
Voltaire?  It  is  true,  their  Performances  are  ap- 
plauded  notwithftanding,    and    thefe   filly  Attacks 
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are  forgot ;  yet  it  is  ftill  true,  that  fuch  Things  were 
once  publifhed,  and  that  there  were  not  wanting 
Fools  who  admired  them. 

Is  it  not  a  certain  Truth,  that  a  Folio  was  pub- 
lifhed againft  Bayle's  Dictionary  ?  It  is  owned  that 
Men  of  Tafte  laugh'd  at  the  Attempt.  However, 
it  was  approved  by  fome  half-letter'd  Folks ;  nor 
was  the  Contempt  of  good  Judges  fufficient  to  hinder 
the  Sale  of  this  dull  Piece  among  thofe  who  buy 
at  random,  and  whofe  indigefted  Collections  are 
not  fo  properly  Bibliotheques  as  Billiotaphs.  You 
muft  allow  me  this  Word,  in  order  to  exprefs  a 
Place  where  dead  Books  are  buried. 

A  certain  Monk  *  was  weak  enough  to  publifh  a 
Diflertation  full  of  Inveclives  againft  the  Characters 
of  la  Bruyere.  Some  Numfculls  had  the  Patience  to 
read  it,  and  others  of  their  Brethren  would  ftill  af- 
ford it  that  Honour,  if  the  Tranflator  of  Locfce  had 
not  taken  the  pains  to  exhibit  the  Nakednefs  of  that 
Criticifm  to  the  Publick. 

Montaigne,  long  after  his  Death,  fuftained  the 
Spite  of  the  Jar.fenijis,  Certainly  his  Works  are  in 
as  much  Efteem  as  ever,  while  the  Criticifm  would 
fcarce  be  rcmembrcd  if  it  was  not  taken  notice  of 
in  the  Preface  to  the  laft  Editions  of  that  Author's 
E%s. 

Dr.  StiWngfieet  wrote  againft  Locke.  By  Good 
luck  his  Criticifm  was  never  translated  ;  fo  that  it 
was  never  known  to  a  great  part  of  Europe,  other- 
wife  it  would  without  queftion  have  had  its  Ad- 
mirers. 

The  Fate  of  fo  many  excellent  Works  hath  al- 
moft  induced  me  to  believe  it  ought  to  be  accounted 
one  of  the  Marks  of  a  good  Book,  that  it  hath  been 

*  A  C-irthufian  who  wrote  under  the  Nome  at  Guerre 
of  Vigneitl-Riin<viUe. 

criti- 
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criticized.     If  this  was  certain,    one  would  allow 
that  the  Journalijls  of  Trevoux  have  for  many  Years 
paft  done  the  Labours  of  the  Janfenijis  great  Service, 
as  well  as  to  thofe  of  Proteftants  and  other  Adver- 
faries,  by  not  allowing  one  of  them  to  be  tolerable. 
In  order  to  be  even  with  them,  I  have  often  thought 
that  inftead  of  that  foolifh  infipid  Thing  called  No- 
velks  Ecclefiajliqucs,  they  ought  to  fet  up  fome  kind 
of  literary  Journal,  and  therein  tear  without  Mercy 
the  fine  Writings  of  Petau,    Sirmond,    Bourdaloue, 
de  la  Rue,  Daniel,  &c.    and  cry  up  the  poor  Per- 
formances of  namelefs  Authors,   who  with  all  the 
Rage  of  Party  abufed  the  Society.     But  indubitably 
they  have  been  difcouraged  from  this  by  the  bad 
Reception  given  to  the  Journal  de  Trevoux.     They 
muft  have  perceived  that  the  Publick  hath  long  dis- 
regarded what  is  faid  of  many  Books  in  that  Moli- 
nijl  Journal,    and   conjectured   from   thence   what 
Favour  would   be   (hewn  to   a  Janfenijl  Collection 
in  the  fame  Tafte.     They  have  therefore  made  it 
their  Choice  to  bring  out  a  weekly  Sheet  fuited  to 
the  Genius  of  the  Many,  hoping  by  thefe  Courles 
through   the  open  Country  to  do  fome  Mifchief  to 
an  Enemy  pofTefTed  of  all  the  Places  of  Strength. 
Happy  for  them  that   their  Adverfaries  have  alio 
run    themfeves   into   Extravagancies,    and    thereby 
ruined  their  Credit,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  much  better  than  that  of  the  Janfenijis.     In- 
finite Numbers  of  Perfons  of  Judgment  have  been 
difgufted,  when  on  confidering  the  Conduct:  of  both 
Parties  clofely,  they  have  been  convinced  that  they 
are  equally  animated  by  Rage  and  Refentment. 

If  we  fpeak  the  Truth,  dear  Ifaac,  we  mull 
confefs,  that  when  one  reflects  coolly  on  the  Tranf- 
actions  in  the  Republick  of  Letters,  one  is  pro- 
voked to  fee  how  little  Sincerity  appears,  and  how 
much  Injuftice  and  Partiality  is  evident  in  the  Cri- 
I  ticifms 


Let.  150.      The  Jewish  Spy.  231 

ticifms  and  Dccifions  of  the  Learned,  in  regard  to 
the  Writings  of  their  Adverfaries. 

Fare  thee  well,  my  dear  Friend,  live  content  and 
happy,  and  never  embarafs  thyfelf  with  captious  or 
tefty  People. 


LETTER     CL. 

Aaron  Monceca,    to    Isaac    Onis, 

Caraite,   formerly    a    Rabbi   at    Conftan- 
tinople. 

*"pHE  greateft  Philofophers  fall  fometimes,  dear 
*-  Ifaac,  into  the  fame  Faults  and  Puerilities  with 
which  they  reproach  their  Adverfaries.  They  for- 
get thoie  Principles  on  which  they  eftablifh  their 
own  Arguments  againft  fcholaflic  Chimaeras.  They 
affect  to  eftablifh  fuch  ftrange  Opinions,  and  to  ex- 
plain fuch  inexplicable  Things,  that  we  turn,  with 
Juftice,  upon  themfelyes  their  Criticifms  on  certain 
Authors  whom  they  have  treated  with  fovereign 
Contempt. 

Obferve,  my  Friend,  how  Mallelranche  hath  ex- 
plained himfelf  on  the  bold  and  yet  ill-founded  De- 
cifions  of  Arijhtle  :  Certainly  an  extraordinary  mea- 
fure  of  Faith  is  neceffary  in  order  to  credit  what  A- 
riftotle  thus  advances  when  he  affords  only  Logical 
Proofs,  and  when  he  explains  the  Effecls  of  Nature 
no  othenvife  than  by  the  confufed  Notions  of  Senfe-, 
efpecially  when  he  decides  roundly  on  ^uejlions  which 
jecm  above  human  Reach.  He  therefore  tells  us,  very 
often  as  well  as  peremptorily,  that  we  are  to  take  his 

Word, 
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Word,  it  being  a  fettled  Point  ivitb  this  Author,  that 
a  Difciple  is  to  believe  *. 

What  think  you,  my  dear  Ifaac,  of  a  Philofcpher 
who  condemns  fo  exprefly,  fuch  as  advance  Opini- 
ons which  they  can  neither  prove  nor  explain  clear- 
ly, and  yet  decides  with  an  air  of  Authority,  on 
the  Caufe  of  Evil  with  refpecl:  to  Mankind,  and  ex- 
plains philofophically  the  Juftice  of  the  Deity  with 
regard  to  the  Damnation  of  Children,  which  fome 
Nazarenes  hold  inevitable  tho'  they  die  in  the  Cradle, 
if  they  have  not  gone  through  a  certain  Ceremony 
which  is  equivalent  to  Circumcifion  amongft  us.  If 
Mollebranche  had  faid  fimply  what  every  Man  of 
Senfe  ought  to  fay,  that  he  fubmitted  the  Lights  he 
derived  from  Nature  to  the  Dictates  of  Faith,  ac- 
cording to  the  Notions  entertained  of  fuch  Myfte- 
ries  by  his  Church,  and  had  alledged  he  believed 
that  Children  were  damned,  even  who  died  in  their 
Cradles,  becaufe  he  apprehended  it  to  be  fo  reveal'd, 
and  therefore  received  it  as  an  Article  of  Faith,  he 
would  have  merited  Praife  for  knowing  how  to  fet 
Bounds  to  human  Curiofity  ;  but  inftead  of  this,  he 
has  gone  further  than  ever  Arijlotle  did,  whom  he 
reproaches  ;  and  has  faid  more  extravagant  Things, 
and  attempted  to  explain  more  unintelligible  My- 
fteries  in  four  Lines,  than  the  Greek  Philofopher 
has  difcovered  in  his  eight  Books  of  Phyficks. 

Behold,  my  Friend,  the  pompous  and  fublime 
Galimatias,  by  which  Mallebranche  would  prove  that 
it  is  reconcilable  to  the  Divine  Juftice,  to  punifh  an 
Infant  for  a  Sin  in  which  it  had  no  Part.  A  Mo- 
ther,  fays  this  Philofopher,  wbofe  Brain  is  full  of 
'Traces  which  muji  have  been  left  by  Objecls  introduced 
by  the  Senfes,  and  which  Jhe  could  not  efface  by  reafon 
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°f  the  Concupiscence  reigning  in  her,  as  having  not 
Power  over  her  Body,  communicates  them  to  her  Child, 
who,  fpringing  from  her  is  a  Sinner  tho'  Jhe  her f elf 
may  he  juji.  The  Mother  is  jujl,  hecaufe  Jhe  actually 
loves  or  hath  loved  God  by  choice,  neither  doth  Concu- 
pi fence  render  her  criminal  tbo'  Jhe  may  have  followed 
its  Motions  in  Sleep.  But  the  Infant  Jhe  carries, 
having  never  loved  God  by  choice,  nor  ever  turned  its 
Heart  towards  him,  it  is  mojl  evidently  in  Diforder 
and  Blindnefs,  nor  can  there  be  any  thing  in  it  but 
what  is  ivortby  of  his  Wrath. 

I  don't  know  whether  you  obferve,  that  all  thefe 
fublime  Illufions  are  reducible  to  this  :  A  Mother 
brings  forth  a  Son  a  Sinner,  becaufe  fhe  communi- 
cates to  him  the  Concupifcence,  of  which  fhe  is 
guilty.  She  hath  however  a  Power  of  delivering 
herfelf,  becaufe  (he  is  at  liberty  to  ufe  her  Reafon 
and  to  love  the  Deity  ;  whereas  her  Son  ought  to 
be  damned,  as  not  having  the  Faculty  of  reflecting 
on  himfelf,  and  the  Power  of  loving  God. 

Do  you  not  perceive  a  fine  Chain  of  Reafoning 
flowing  from  excellent  Principles  ?  I  will,  for  a  Mo- 
ment, fuppofe  myfelf  that  Arijhtle,  whom  Malle- 
branche  has  fo  grievoufly  infulted.  Tell  ?ne,  would  I 
fdy  to  him,  thou  French  Metaphyfician,  who  informed 
you  that  a  Mother  could  communicate  to  a  Creature 
incapable  of  Refeclion,  concupifcent  Dcftres,  which 
ought  to  render  it  miferablc  ?  What  Proofs  have  you 
that  it  is  conjijlent  tvith  God's  fujlice  to  punijh  an 
Innocent  for  a  Fault  committed  without  it  Knowledge, 
and  alfo  through  Neceffity  ?  Be  pleajed,  if  you  think 
it  pofjible,  to  jhew  me  vow  an  Infant  in  its  Mother's 
Womb  can  refift  the  Imp  ref ions  it  receives  from  her  ? 
If  then  it  is  incapable  of  Rejijiance  and  is  obliged  to 
follow  the  general  Laivs  of  Nature,  is  it  not  ridiculous 
to  fay  that  it  is  punijhed  for  doing  what  tuas  neceffary 
for  it  to  do  ?  I  would  rather  chuje  to  Jay  that  a  Child 

becomes 
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becomes  a  Sinner  after  it  is  born,  by  fucking  the  Milk 
of  a  Nurfe  who  is  a  S 'inner ,  than  to  afcribe  it  to  the 
Impreffion  made  thereon  in  its  Mothers  TVomb.  The 
fir/}  of  thefe  Pofitions  is  lefs  repugnant  to  Good  Senfe, 
becaufe  a  Child  may  live  without  fucking,  but  not 
without  feeling  the  Motions  co?mnunicable  by  his  Mo- 
ther while  he  remains  within  her. 

You  muft  own,  my  good  Friend,  this  is  a  plea- 
fant  way  of  explaining  the  Source  of  human  Mifery. 
What  would  the  ancient  Gr^Philofophers  fay,  could 
they  return  to  Life  again,  to  thofe  French  Wits  who 
have  dealt  with  them  fo  fharply,  and  who  are  yet 
for  explaining  Original  Sin,  as  fome  Phyficians  ac- 
count for  the  Marks  or  Blemimes  with  which  Chil- 
dren are  born. 

The  Conclusion  drawn  by  Mallebranche  is  flill 
more  abfurd  than  the  Principle  from  which  he  draws 
it;  after  mewing  the  Manner  in  which  Infants  be- 
come Criminals,  he  concludes,  that  not  having  the 
Power  of  knowing  God,  and  of  confequence  of  re- 
penting and  feeing  their  Faults,  it  is  but  juft  they 
fhould  be  damned. 

Is  there  any  thing  more  extraordinary,  than  to 
fuppofe  what  is  fo  oppofite  to  any  rational  Idea  of 
God,  that  he  fhould  punifli  fuch  Creatures  of  his 
as  have  not  only  no  Power  of  refifting  Sin,  or  of  re- 
penting of  it,  but  which  is  much  worfe,  have  really 
no  ufe  of  Reafon,  and  act  only  by  a  kind  of  Inftincl  ? 
For  I  cannot  apprehend,  that  even  Father  Malle- 
branche would  afTert,  that  a  Child  in  the  Womb 
ought  to  be  a  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne,  and  in  confe- 
quence thereof,  know  that  one  who  loves  not  God  by 
a  Love  of  Choice,  and  whofe  Heart  is  not  turned  to- 
wards the  Deity,  is  not  in  any  other  Utate  than  that 
of  Dijorder  and  Blindnefs,  and  in  which  there  is  no- 
thing but  what  merits  the  Wrath  of  God.  An  In- 
fant is  ignorant  of  all  this,  even  many  Years  after 

its 
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its  Birth.  How  then  fhould  it  have  any  fuch  Ideas 
in  its  Mother's  Womb  ?  If  then  it  has  no  fort  of 
Notion  either  of  Good  or  Evil,  and  its  Soul,  tho' 
of  a  fpiritual  Nature,  acts  as  yet  but  as  the  Germ  in 
a  Plant,  is  there  not  a  vifible  Abfurdity  in  faying  it 
is  punifhed  on  account  of  the  Matter  which  ferves 
for  its  Aliment  ? 

When  certain  Nazarcne  Doctors  attempt  to  give 
philofophical  Reafons  in  fupport  of  this  Doctrine,  I 
fancy  to  myfelf  fo  many  Fools  arguing  for  the  cut- 
ting down  of  Orange-Trees,  becaufe  the  Gardner 
who  planted  them  had  done  fomething  amifs.  A 
Man  of  Learning  muft  lay  his  Account  with  faying 
very  filly  Things,  when  he  will,  by  the  Light  of 
his  Reafon,  endeavour  to  explain  Points  of  pure  Re- 
velation. By  it  we  are  directed  to  believe  Myfte- 
rics.  Let  us  believe  them  then  without  allowing 
Reafon,  under  pretence  of  explaining,  to  render 
them  incredible  by  making  them  appear  abfurd. 

It  is  however  certain,  that  if  we  embrace  this 
Sentiment,  it  brings  along  with  it  great  Difficulties. 
If  one  ought  1  it  will  be  faid,  to  fubmit  blindly  to  what 
we  are  aj/ured  has  been  revealed,  there  is  nothing  but 
may  be  fupported  by  Revelation.  In  all  Religions,  in 
the  Jewifh,  the  Nazarene,  the  Mohammedan,  the 
mojl  abfurd  Chimccras  are  received.  Hozu  many  ridi- 
culous Things  do  many  of  the  Rabbles,  an  infinite  ?iu?n- 
ber  of  Chriftian  Divines,  and  ?nultitudes  of  Dervifes 
■and  other  Turkifh  Enthufiajls,  pretend  to  have  been 
poftively  revealed?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  we  ought 
to  examine  carefully  if  a  Thing  hath  been  revealed 
or  not.  But  I  lay,  that  this  Inquiry  fmifh'd,  and  we 
thoroughly  allured  that  a  Thing  hath  been  revealed, 
there  remains  no  more  room  for  Doubts  about  it. 

When  I  aiTert  that  a  Jew  fhould  fubmit  his  Under- 
ftanding  to  Revelation,  I  do  not  mean  that  he  mould 
receive  and  adopt  all  the  Notions  of  the  Rabbies  as 

fu 
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fo  many  Articles  of  Faith  ;  if  they  attempt  to  im- 
pofe  on  him  an  Error,  let  him,  as  foon  as  he  has 
ferioufly  and  thoroughly  confidered,  reject  it.  But 
if  any  Doubts  enter  his  Mind,  as  to  Facts  recorded 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  Authenticity  of  thofe 
Books  and  their  Revelation  mould  incline  him  to 
humble  himfelf  and  to  receive  them  implicitly, 
without  feeking  by  human  Reafons  to  explain  divine 
Myfteries ;  left,  by  fharing  the  prefumptuous  Folly 
of  Mallcbranche  in  fuch  an  Undertaking,  he  fhould, 
as  he  inevitably  muft,  expofe  himfelf  to  thofe  Re- 
proaches which  are  very  juftly  beftowed  on  that 
vain  Philofopher. 

I  return,  my  dear  Ifaac,  to  my  firft  Idea.  Is  it 
not  very  furprizing  that  a  great  Genius,  an  Author 
of  the  firft  Clafs,  who  fees  fo  clearly  the  Giddinefs 
of  another  Writer  and  his  grofs  Miftakes,  as  to  re- 
fute them  invincibly,  mould  neverthelefs  fall  imme- 
diately after  into  the  fame  Errors,  without  perceiv- 
ing that  he  acted  therein  directly  oppofite  to  his  own 
Principles,  or  at  leaft  to  thofe  on  which  it  became, 
in  his  Opinion,  a  Philofopher  to  argue  ?  Such  a 
deplorable  Blindnefs  is  a  very  fenfible  Proof  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  Human  Underftanding,  and  of  that 
foolim  Prejudice  a  Man  is  apt  to  entertain  for  what- 
ever comes  from  himfelf;  he  fancies  there  is  nothing 
hid  beyond  his  reach,  yet  he  condemns  others  for 
having  attempted  to  explain  unintelligible  Things ; 
but  fancies,  at  the  fame  time,  a  Power  in  himfelf 
of  fucceeding  even  in  thofe  Things  which  he  cen- 
fured  others  for  attempting.  Moil  of  our  modern 
Philofophers,  and  the  Metaphysicians  efpecially,  have 
done  nothing  but  added  new  Miftakes  to  thofe 
which  the  Ancients  left  behind  them,  and  for 
which  they  infulted  them  fo  grofly,  as  themfelves 
will  be,  in  procefs  of  time,  by  their  Succeflbrs, 
who  probably  will  do  nothing  more  than  augment 

the 
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the  Doubts  and  Uncertainties  with  which  Philofophy 
is  already  encumbred. 

To  me  it  feems  probable,  that  the  outrageous 
Criticifms  of  each  other's  Syftems  which  the  Philo- 
fophers  daily  publifh,  are  the  juft  Punifhments  of 
their  Pride.  To  this  I  am  the  rather  led,  becaufe 
I  have  always  obferved,  that  in  the  fame  Proportion 
a  Man  is  vain  of  his  Difcoveries,  his  Enemy  con- 
temns them.  The  Fate  of  Arijlotlc  of  late  is  little 
better  than  that  of  Cotin  and  Pradon.  The  Carte- 
fians  have  carried  their  Averfion  to  Excefs,  they 
take  no  pains  to  diftinguifh  the  good  from  the  bad, 
but  condemn,  without  diftinc~tion,  all  the  Works 
of  the  Greek  Philofopher,  tho'  there  are  abundance 
of  ufeful  Things  in  them.  If  the  great  Tutor  of 
Alexander  were  to  revifit  the  World,  he  would  be 
furprized  to  fee  his  Works,  which  made  formerly 
fuch  a  Noife,  now  valued  only  by  a  few  Monks. 
His  fingle  Confolation  would  be,  to  fee  the  fame 
Fate  attend  his  two  great  Antagonifts,  Defcartes 
and  Mallcbranchc,  whofe  Works  grow  daily  into 
Difcredit.  The  Prudence,  the  Sinceritv,  the  Can- 
dor, the  Penetration  of  thofe  of  Locke^  have  drawn 
all  the  wifer  Part  of  the  Logicians  and  Metaphyfi- 
cians  to  his  Party  ;  on  the  other  hand,  thofe  who 
ftudy  Phyfics  are  all  become  Difciples  of  Newton. 
And  the  extraordinary  Modefty  with  which  thefe 
two  Philofophers  have  delivered  their  Opinions,  will 
effectually  fecure  them  from  a  like  Reverfe  of  For- 
tune. 

Adieu,  dear  Ifaae,  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers 
continue  to  heap  on  thee  his  Bleflings. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CLI. 

Aaron  Monceca,  to  Isaac  Onis, 
Cdraite9  heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

I  Have  met,  dear  Ifaac,  here  in  England,  with  a 
*  Cabbalift,  whom  I  firft.  became  acquainted  with 
at  Ha?nburgh.  After  complimenting  him  on  his  fate 
Arrival,  I  intreated  him  to  allow  me  the  Honour 
or  converfing  with  him  fome  time  during  his  Stay- 
in  this  City.  /  give  you  my  Confent,  iaid  he,  with 
a  great  deal  of  Pleafure  to  ivhat  you  defire,  and  I 
promt fe  you  that  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  any  of 
the  Myjleries  of  our  Art.  Charmed  with  fo  frank 
an  Offer,  as  well  as  with  the  Opportunity  of  know- 
ing whether  there  were  any  thing  real  in  that  Sci- 
ence or  no,  I  thanked  him  in  the  warmeft  and 
tenderer!:  manner  Words  would  permit.  /  am  wil- 
ling^ continued  he,  to  begin  this  very  Day  to  explain 
to  you  the  firft  Principles  of  Her?netick  Philofophy. 
Let  us  go  take  a  ivalk  in  fome  proper  Place,  where 
we  need  apprehend  no  Interruption,  I  readily  fol- 
lowed my  new'Mafter,  and  took  a  Seat  with  him 
in  the  Corner  of  a  publick  Garden,  which  is  fo  far 
from  being  over-frequented,  that  it  fometimes  looks 
like  a  Defart. 

We  were  hardly  fat  down  when  the  Cabbalift 
lifted  his  Eyes  to  Heaven,  kept  filence  for  fome 
Minutes,  and  feemed  to  be  wrapt  in  a  profound 
Contemplation.     Then    coming  to  himfelf  again, 

he 
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he  fetch'd  a  deep  Sigh,  afking  me  if  I  had  never 
read  any  Books  treating  of  their  Art  ?  I  anfwered 
him,  that  I  had  looked  over  feveral,  but  that  I 
found  them  fo  obfcure,  that  they  had  abfolutely 
deprived  me  of  all  Hopes  of  being  able  to  find 
out  their  Senfe.  At  thefe  Words  the  Cabbalift 
fetched  another  deep  Sigh.  "  See,  faid  he,  the 
"  fad  Effe&s  of  the  Wickednefs  of  Men.  The 
"  Sages  are  obliged  to  veil,  and  to  conceal  the 
"  Knowledge  of  the  Treafures  which  they  poiTefs 
"  even  from  Men  of  Worth,  who  ought  to  parti- 
"  cipate  of  them,  through  a  Fear  that  wicked  and 
"  prophane  People  fhould  make  ufe  of  their  Writ- 
"  ings.  All  the  learned  Secretaries  of  Nature 
"  have  therefore  chofen  to  write  fo  obfcurely,  as 
"  to  render  it  limply  impofftble  to  penetrate  the 
"  Meaning  of  their  Difcourfes,  unlefs  enlightened 
"  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  by  fome  Matter  of  the 
<c  Art.  Infomuch  that  thefe  illuftrious  Philofophers 
<c  plainly  avow,  that  they  write  not  for  all  forts  of 
"  Readers,  but  for  the  chofen  Scholars  of  the  gol- 
c:  den  Doctrine*.  Agmon,  the  great  Agmon^  to- 
"  wards  the  End  of  the  'Turb  f,  delivers  himfelf 
"  thus  :   If  we  had  not  multiplied  the  Names  of  the 

*  See  the  Proem  to  the  Introdu&ion,  or  School  of 
the  tranfmuting  metallic!;  Philofophy,  by  D&vid  de  Fla- 
ms Cam  pi ,  p.  1 . 

f  The  Turb  is  a  Collection  of  all  the  Vifions  which 
they  ridiculouily  afcribe  to  the  ancient  Philofophers 
whom  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
Art  of  making  Gold,  among  whom  they  reckon  Ari- 
jlotlc,  Socrates,  and  Pythagoras*  In  this  Book  alio  are 
contained  all  the  Follies  of  the  Cabbalift s.  The  Turb  is 
in  Ihort  the  Talmud  and  the  Alcoran  of  the  Artiits,  and 
contains  yet  more  abfurd  Things  than  thofe  Collections 
of  extravagant  Fables. 

"  Art, 
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<c  Art,  and  taken  Pains  to  obfcure  it,    our  Scholars 

*c  had  by  this  time  prophaned  it,  and  brought  it  into 

"  Contempt.    If  I,  fays  the  illuftrious  Rafts,  was  to 

"  reveal  its  My/hrics,  there  would  be  no  longer  any 

*<  Difference  between  the  Sage  and  the  Simple.     The 

*  Almighty,  as  Rafon  writes  in  the  fame  Book, 
"  hath  obliged  the  Philofophers  not  to  teach  this  Art 
"  to  the  Vulgar,  lejl  the  World  flwuld  perijh.  For 
<c  this  Caufc  the  Philofophers  have  carefully  concealed 
*{  that  precious  Medicine,  becaufe  it  enlivens  and 
u  conferves  all  Things  in  an  equal  Temperament.  For 
*c  if  all  Men  were  alike  rich,  none  would  obey  others, 
<c  there  ivould  be  no  longer  either  Rule  or  Order  in 
«  the  World. 

"  Thefe  Reafons,  continued  the  Cabbalift,    are 

4C  as  you  fee  fo  effential,  that  the  Philofophers  are 

*  tied  down  by  them  not  to  write  but  in  this  ob- 
"  fcure  Manner,  and  fo  as  only  to  be  underftood 
•*  by  fuch  as  are  initiated  in  the  facred  Myfteries. 
"  But  that  which  is  a  farther  Check,  and  binds 
"  them  to  a  ftill  clofer  Silence,  is  the  barbarous 
"  and  inhuman  Treatment  fuch  Men  have  met 
cc  with,  as  through  a  fatal  Eafinefs  have  been  in 
"  this  refpect  guilty  of  fome  Indifcretion.  There 
"  are  a  multitude  of  tragical  Hiftories  whence  Ex- 
"  amples  of  this  fort  might  be  drawn.  The  un- 
"  fortunate  Hermit  who  trufted  Braggardin,  died 
cc  by  the  Hand  of  that  Robber.  Richard  the  Eng- 
"  UJhman,  who  confided  his  Secret  to  a  King  of 
"  that  Country,  was  put  to  death  in  the  Tower, 
"  You  fee  then,  how  much  the  Philofophers  are 
«  interefted  in  the  Obfervation  of  this  Rule,  of  ei- 
"  ther  keeping  a  profound  Silence,  or  fpeaking  in  a 
**  Language  intelligible  only  to  their  Difciples." 

To  what  End  then,   faid  I,    do  you  write  Boohs 

upon  your  Art,  fime  they  are  intelligible  only  to  fuch 

1  at 
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as  have  no  need  of  them,  becanfe  they  already  know 
what  they  contain.  You  ought,  I  think,  to  avoid  pub  - 
lifting  Books  which  ferve  only  to  make  Fools  of  Men  cf 
avaricious  Te?npers,  and  to  reduce  them  to  an  extre?ne 
Poverty  \  the  juji  Chajiifement  of  their  not  being  con- 
tent ivith  moderate  Wealth,  fufficient  for  the  Supply  of 
their  Neceffxties. 

"  I  perceive  clearly,  faid  my  new  Matter,  that 
<c  you  look  upon  the  Books  of  our  Science  to  be 
much  more  unintelligible  than  they  really  are. 
For  you  muft  know,  that  tho'  our  Writings  are 
very  obfcure,  yet  it  is  not  however  impoffible, 
through  the  Affiftance  of  God,  without  which 
"  Men  cannot  do  any  thing,  to  reach  their  fecret 
*'  Meaning,  and  to  come  at  the  true  Senfe  of  all 
"  their  Enigmas.  It  is  this  that  I  fhall  make  you 
"  clearly  apprehend,  by  giving  you  the  Key  of  each 
<c  different  Style  in  which  our  Philofophcrs  write. 
"  But  in  order  to  make  this  Matter  the  more  eafy, 
"  I  will  firft  difcovcr,  without  Difguife,  the  funda* 
"  mental  Principle  of  our  Philofophy. 

"  When  the  Eternal  Being,  continued  the  Cab- 
"  balift,  created  the  Univerfe,  he  divided  the  Wa- 
<c  ters  from  the  Waters.  He  then  feparated  the 
"  purer  Part  of  thefe  into  three  Portions  :  Of  the 
<c  firft  and  moft  perfeel  Part,  he  made  whatfoever 
"  exifts  above  the  Firmament ;  of  the  fecond  the 
"  Firmament  itfelf,  the  Planets,  Stars,  and  all  that 
"  is  therein ;  of  the  third,  he  compofed  the  four 
"  Elements,  through  which  he  diffufed  the  Spirit 
"  of  Life,  which  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  fifth 
"  Element,  the  Principle,  the  Seed,  the  Ligament, 
"  the  operating  Virtue,  by  which  the  whole  Uni- 
"  verfe  is  kept  together.  It  is  this  fifth  Element, 
"  of  which  the  Generality  of  Men  are  ignorant' 
"  that  the  true  Philofophers  call  the  Vniverfal  §£?- 
«  rit,  Natural  Magic i,  the  Quintefcence.  the  Elixir. 
Vol.  IV.  M  m   ■/>££ 
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cc  Aurum  potabik,  tbe  Stone,  Mercury,  Azotb,  JVa- 
'«  ter,  Fire,  Dew,  &c.  They  make  ufe  of  fo 
"  many  different  Names,  the  better  to  cover  their 
"  Secrets  ;  but,  however,  it  is  alfo  true,  that  each 
ii  of  thefe  different  Denominations  fuits  perfectly 
cc  well  the  Thing  intended  thereby.  When  they 
cc  call  this  the  Quint  ejfence,  it  is  becaufe  it  is  the 
4C  Refult  of  the  Aflemblage  of  the  Four  Elej?ients. 
"  When  they  afcribe  to  it  the  Name  of  the  Elixir, 
"  it  is  on  account  of  its  admirable  Properties  in 
ce  preferving  Life,  and  freeing  Men  from  all  Dif- 
cc  eafes.  The  Title  of  Aurum  potabile  is  given  it, 
<c  becaufe  it  is  excellent  as  Gold.  It  muft  alfo  be 
cc  obferved,  that  thefe  Philofophers  do  not  contra- 
"  di<3:  themfelves  in  aflerting  that  their  Matter  is 
cc  vegetable,  animal,  and  mineral.  For  as  the  uni- 
"  verfal  Spirit  or  fifth  Element  could  not  fubfiit 
c<  without  fome  fort  of  Body  ;  and  as,  on  the  other 
"  hand,  no  Body  can  fubfift  without  Life,  it  is 
"  difFufed  through  all  the  different  Elements ;  fo 
"  that  the  vegetable,  the  animal,  the  mineral  Fa- 
"  culty,  are  each  of  them  properly  afcribed  thereto. 
"  All  the  Secret  of  the  Art  then  confifts  in  this, 
"  the  Capacity  of  finding  the  vital  Spirit,  and  put- 
"  tin«-  it  into  a  Condition  to  acl:  freely  on  any  Bo- 
tC  dy.  For  abounding  in  Heat,  it  clears,  purifies, 
**  and  in  the  end  certainly  performs  the  grand  O- 
"  peration. 

"  The  wife  Philofophers  who  have  written  on 
"  the  Method  of  extracting,  or  of  drawing  out  of 
"  other  Elements  this  prolifick  and  vivifying  Seed, 
"  have  employed  different  Methods  of  Explication, 
"  alike  dark  and  obfcure,  and  thefe  are  called  the 
»*  Styles.  Merlin  made  ufe  of  the  allegorick,  King 
"  Arthur  of  the  parabolick,  the  great  Hermes  of 
"  problematic^  Arfileus  of  the  typical,  Balgus  and 
"  the  Cofrncpeliu  of  the  enigmathk.     With  refpedt 
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'  to  thefe  different  Methods,  or,  as  we  phrafe  it, 
'  the  Interpretation  of  the  Styles,  the  Key  of  the 
4  two-  firft  will  fuffice  to  render  the  Knowledge  of 
4  the  reft,  eafy. 

44  Merlin,  fpeaki.ng  in  the  allegorick  Style,  pro- 
1  ceeds  thus  :  A  King  having  drank  of  the  IVater 
4  could  not  mount  his  Horfe,  i.  e.  by  a  proper  Mix- 
4  ture  of  JVater  and  Earth,  the  Matter  is  rcndrel 
4  fluid.  He  then  proceeds  ;  The  King  having  taken 
'  a  Medicine,  compofed  of  Sal  Armoniack  and  Nitre, 
4  ivas  found  dead.  By  which  he  would  infinuaie, 
8  that  by  the  Means  of  the  fpecifick  Projection,  or  of 
4  the  Spirit  extracted  from  the  Elements,  the  liquid 
6  Matter  was  fixed  and  converted  into  Geld,  the  Fire 
4  of  the  Furnace  having  con  fumed  all  the  Humidiiy. 

44  The  enigmatical  Style,  which  is  that  made  ufe 
4  of  by  Balgus  and  the  Cofmopolite,  is  as  obfeure  as 
4  the  allegorick,  for  thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
4  with  this  fifth  Element ;  this  Salt  or  this  Spirit 
c  which  I  have  told  you  is  the  true  Powder  of  Pro- 
4  jedlion.  For  inftance  ;  Lock,  fay  they,  upon  an 
4  Infant  that  fucks,  and  be  not  troubled,  for  there 
4  lies  the  Secret  of  the  Art.  Thefe  Words  fignify, 
4  That  we  muft  purify  the  aclive  and  the  paffvue 
4  Matter,  the  Sulphur  and  the  Mercury,  by  a  Fire 
4  that  mujl  be  managed  with  Care,  and  which  we 
4  mujl  augment  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  encrcafe 
4  the  Portions  of  Aliment  given  to  Children  as  they 
4  attain  to  riper  Years. 

44  You  now  fee,  continued  the  Cabbaliit,  that 
4  the  Writings  of  the  Sages  are  not  absolutely  unin- 
4  telligible  to  fuch  as  are  initiated  in  the  Myfteries 
4  of  which  they  treat,  and  that  they  have  Reafon 
4  to  take  the  Precautions  they  do  for  the  better 
4  concealing  their  Secrets  from  the  Prophane." 

/  jhall  readily,  return'd  I,  admit  of  the  Obfcnrii\ 

for  which  your  Philojophers  contend,  becaufc  they  fay 

M    2  ,'• 
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it  is  fo  neceffary  to  them.  But.  I  have  ft  ill  a  great 
Doubt  upon  me  ;  /  can  hardly  bring  my f elf  to  believe 
that  any  cf  them  have  carried  Matters  fo  far,  as  ac- 
tually to  extracl  this  vivifying  Salt  from  the  other 
Elements.  I  think  alfo  that  they  have  never  made 
Gold,  notwithflanding  their  boajling  of  that  Art. 
You,  for  Example,  who  are  one  of  their  moji  famous 
Difciples,  do  you  know  the  Secret  of  extracting  this 
Spirit  of  Life  ;  this  Powder  of  Projection,  which  is 
abfolutely  necejfary  to  the  Work  of  Tranfmutation  f 

"  Such,  replied  the  Cabbalift,  as  are  acquainted 
*  with  the  Manner  of  working,  are  yet  at  a  great 
1  Diftance  from  the  Completion  of  the  great  Work. 
'  One  finds  not  in  a  whole  Age  above  one  or  two 
c  Perfons  fortunate  enough  to  direct  their  Fire  with 
c  that  Juftice  as  to  arrive  at  the  great  End  of  the 
'  Art.  The  fmalleft  Excefs  or  Deficiency  in  Heat 
4  is  fufficient  to  defeat  the  Labour  of  twenty  or  of 
e  thirty  Years  ;  and  what  Knowledge  foever  a  Man 
c  has,  it  is  God  alone  who  can  prevent  certain 
c  Accidents  which  are  too  frequent  for  all  human 
c  Precautions ;  this  is  the  Reafon  why  among  fo 
'  many  of  the  Sages,  fo  few  have  fully  fucceeded  *, 

I  muft 

*  The  Chymifts  compare  the  Diftculties  attending 
the  Search  of  the  Philofopher's  Stone,  to  thofe  encoun- 
tred  by  Jnfen,  in  his  looking  for  the  Golden  Fleece. 
They  pretend,  that  it  is  not  till  after  along  and  labour'd. 
Purfuit,  that  we  arrive  at  length  at  the  great,  the  im- 
portant Secret.  As  alfo,  that  fuch  as  are  unable  to  bear 
Fatigue  and  Difappointments,  ought  to  forbear  the  Search 
of  the  Pnilofophick  Tranfmutation.  This  Caution  is  of 
mighty  Ufe  in  .conducting  to  their  utter  Ruin  fuch  as 
feek  to  make  Gold.  Alii  funt  paululum  dociiores,  hiuna- 
nioresy  &  ratione  infaniunt,  qui  arbitrantur  lapidem  ita 
a  Naturd  effefiutn,  ut  abfque  omni  labore,  (S?  fine  pr  sepa- 
rative, tnetdlis  <violenter  paucii  Temporis  minutis,  alias 
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cc  I  muft  even  acknowledge  to  you,  that  tho'  I 
*'  have  revealed  the  moft  hidden  Myfteries  of  the 
u  Art,  I  would  by  no  means  advife  you  to  apply 
<c  yourfelf  to  it ;  nay,  if  I  had  not  long  ago  em- 
"  braced,  I  mould  not  at  this  Day  have  chofen  it 
*■  preferable  to  many  other  Occupations.  I  muft 
"  tell  you,  that  I  have  already  con  fumed  very 
«  confiderable  Sums  ;  but  tho'  I  have  not  reached 
•€  the  Art  of  making  Gold,  I  have  difcovered  ma- 
«  ny  other  Secrets  that  have  recompenfed  my  Pains, 
*'  and  encouraged  me  to  purfue  my  Enterprize." 

It  would  then,  reply 'd  I,  be  in  vain  for  ?ne  ta 
perfuade  you  to  quit  fo  deceitful  a  Study.  I  will  not 
then  offer  to  tell  you  what  you  muft  many  Times  in 
your  cooler  Moments  have  told  yourfelf.  But  I  Jhall 
at  all  Times  be  grateful  for  your  Complaifance  towards 
me,  and  Jhall  hear  with  Pleafure  whatever  you  Jhall 
think  fit  further  to  communicate  of  your  Secrets,  With 
thefe  Words  I  took  leave  of  the  Chymift9  who  repeated 

&  novas  formas  induere  <valeat.  Hoc  efi,  Ji  quis  lapident 
habeat,  ipjum  poffe  Jlatim  qu<s<vis  met  alia  transformare  : 
qua  tamen  cerdonica  indo  claque  imperitijjimi  Vulgi  opinio, 
re  ipfa,  fialfa,  vana  ilf  nullis  fundamentis,  rcpugnat  evi- 
dentijjimis  Philojophorum  Argumentis  iff  Rationibus.  Po* 
et<et  Deorum  Filii,  exemplo  Jajonis  docent,  quant i  fit  la- 
boris  ante  quam  tantum  rem  liceat  auferre.  Oportet  pru- 
dentijjimis  confiliariis,  five  delibcrationibus  iff  confilits  ex- 
quifitis  rem  aggredit  diu  navigare,  ac  ubi  tandem  ex  Mat 
perveneris  in  terrain,  materiam  folidam\  confi intern  iff 
fixam,  arte  vera  tanquatn  Medea ',  folis  filii  Ttrram  u'eri- 
pedibus  Tauris  adamenteo  jugo  junfiis,  qui  flatnmas  ex  na- 
ribus  Jpiranty  arare,  ac  in  earn  Terr  am  ex  Galea  Draconis 
dentes  Jcminare  ex  quibus,  Hoftes  natos  miris  armis  in- 
firuSlos  interficere,  Lapide  in  medio  projeclo,  de  quo  cer- 
iabunt  inter  Jey  Draconi  truculentijfimo  inducere  fomnum, 
quibus  cuntlis  fummo  lo.bore  iff  diligentia  peraftis,  patet 
Aditus  in  Murtis  Templum  ad  a.ureum  vellus.  Epiftola  ad 
Fuggcros,  p.  5 1  &  52, 
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to  me  his  Fr^mife  of  communicating  "juhatfoevcr  he 
found  curious. 

How  great  foever,  my  dear  Jfaac,  the  Folly  may 
bid  of  the  Caballifts,  and  Lovers  of  fublime  Ghy- 
miftry,  it  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
World  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  a  multitude  of 
Difcoveries  in  experimental  Phyikks.  For  in  fearch- 
ing  their  fifth  Element,  and  imaginary  Powder  of 
Projection,  they  have  difcovered  the  Methods  by 
which  vitriolick  and  metallick  Fluids  coagulate  in 
the  Entrails  of  the  Earth,  and  form  their  Minerals, 
Metals,  and  Stones,  according  to  the  different  Kinds 
of  Matter  on  which  they  z£x.  Chymiury  has  given 
us  alfo  a  fenfible  Idea  by  its  Fermentations  and  Sub- 
limations of  the  Vegetation  of  Plants,  and  the 
Growth  of  Animals,  From  its  Diftillations  we 
learn  how  the  Sun,  after  having  rarified  the  Waters 
of  the  Sea,  or  of  Rivers,  draws  them  into  the  Air, 
where  they  form  Cloudy,  and  again  fall  down  in 
Rain  or  Pew.  .  So  many  Difcoveries,  for  which  we 
are  indebted  to  the  Studies  of  the  Chymifts,  ought ' 
to.  endear  to  true  Philofophers  the  vain  Refearches 
of  the  Cabbalifrs  and  pretended  Sages,  of  whofe 
Extravagance  and  Folly  they  make  fuch  wife  and 
profitable  Ufes. 

Farewel,  dear  Ifaac^  live  happy  and  content,  and 
take  care  not  to  embarrafs  yovufelf  by  fearching  af- 
ter the  Philofcpher's  Stone. 

London* 
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LETTER     CLII. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  O  n  i  s, 
Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi    at  Conftanti- 

nople. 

'"PHERE  is  no  Nation,  dear  Ifaae,  exempt  from 
*  fome  falfc  Step  or  other;  the  French  blame 
the  Englijl)  for  having  unjuftly  burnt  Jean  of  Arc, 
commonly  called  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  for  no  other 
Crime  than  that  (he  had  faithfully  ferved  her  Prince 
and  Country.  They  fay,  farther  to  palliate  this 
Injuftice  done  to  the  illuftrious  French  Woman, 
they  have  had  Recourfe  to  Fraud  and  Falfhood,  and  * 
moft  ridiculoufly  charged  her  with  Conjuring  and 
Witchcraft. 

The  Englijh  agree  at  this  Day,  that  their  An- 
ceftors  were  in  the  wrong  to  acl:  fo  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  Equity  and  of  War  ;  they  after t,  that  the 
Maid  of  Orleans,  whom  the  French  Hiftorians,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  treat  as  a  Saint,  was  in  reality  no 
more  than  a  bold,  enterprizing,  high-fpirited  Wo- 
man, of  whom  the  Courtiers  of  Charles  VII.  made 
ufe  to  re-eftablifh  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
to  difpel  that  Panick  with  which  the  Soldiers  had 
been  feized. 

This  Diverfity  of  Opinions  in  the  French  and 
Englifo  Hiftorians  begat  in  me  a  Curiofity  of  go- 
ing to  the  Bottom  of  this  Hiftory,  and  of  bringing 
the  Truth  to  light,  notwithftanding  the  Mills  with 
which  it  is  covered.  Pafquicr,  an  Author  by  no 
means  to  be  fufpec'ted  of  favouring  Superftition,  hath 
M  4  given 
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given  us  an  exact  Detail  of  the  Procefs  againft  Joan 
de  Arc^  whom  he  looks  upon  as  a  Saint,  and  whofe 
Memory  he  has  warmly  defended.  If  on  examin- 
ing the  Proofs  which  he  brings  in  order  to  demon- 
ilrate  the  pretended  Revelation  made  to  this  Joan 
their  Falfity  can  be  clearly  made  appear,  one  may 
fafely  affirm,  that  Heaven  had  nothing  to  do,  ftric"tly 
to  fay,  with  the  Tranfaclions  of  that  Woman  ; 
and  one  may  allow,  that  the  Englijh  at  this  Day 
are  in  the  right,  in  alledging  {he  was  an  Inftrument 
made  ufe  of  by  the  Counfellors  and  Generals  of 
Charles  VII.  Let  me  befeech  you,  my  Friend,  to 
reflect  attentively  on  the  Reafons  alledged  by  Paf- 
quier,  as  thofe  which  led  him  to  believe  the  Maid 
ef  Orleans  a  Saint,  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  you 
will  quickly  fee  through  them. 

44  It  is  a  great  Pity,  fays  my  Author  *,  never 
"  did  any  Perfon  fuccour  France  fo  opportunely  and 
44  fo  happily  as  this  Maid,  and  never  was  the  Me- 
"  mory  of  any  Woman  fo  torn  and  difhonoured  as 
"  heis  has  been.  The  Englijh  looked  upon  her  as 
44  a  Heretick  and  a  Witch,  in  which  Light  they 
44  burnt  her.  Some  of  our  Writers  have  fuggefted, 
44  that  fhe  was  an  artful  Woman,  fuch  a  one  as 
4*  Numa  Pcmpilius  pafled  upon  the  Romans  for  a 
if-  Nymph,  in  order  to  render  himfelf  more  reflected 
4<  by  the  People  ;  and  this  is  the  Opinion  of  Langy 
44  in  the  third  Book  and  third  Chapter  of  his  Mili- 
44  tary  Difcipline.  To  this  others  have  added,  that 
"  the  French  Lords  engaged  this  Wench  to  act  as 
44  fhe  did,  and  to  feign  that  {he  was  fent  by  God  in 
44  order  to  fuccour  the  Kingdom  ;  they  alfo  affirm, 
44  that  at  Chi?ion,  where  {he  diftinguifhed  King 
44  Charles  amidft  the  Croud  that  attended  him,  {he 
44  was  aflifted  by  a  certain  Signal  given  her  by  her 

*  Reckerches  de  Pafyuier,  lib.  vi.  cap.  5. 

"  Confe- 
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<c  Confederates.  Nay,  fomc  have  been  fo  bafe  and 
"  impudent  as  to  fuggeft  that  one  Captain  Baudri- 
"  court  debauched  her,  and  finding  her  to  have  a 
"  very  (harp  Wit,  put  her  upon  this  Action." 

You  muft  obferve,  Ifaac,  that  even  in  the  Time 
this  Tranfaction  happened,  the  Truth  of  her  Divine 
Miffion  was  very  much  doubted,  and  that  this  Opi- 
nion ipread  and  prevailed  by  degrees.  In  the  Age 
wherein  Pafquier  wrote,  moft  People  gave  no  fort 
of  Credit  to  the  Holinefs  of  Joan  de  Arc,  or  to  her 
Wifdom  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  perfuaded  that 
all  her  Pretences  to  Infpiration  were  founded  in  the 
Secrets  revealed  to  her  by  Baudricourt. 

As  to  the  Manners  of  this  young  Woman,  I  rea- 
dily agree  with  Pafquier,  that  they  were  above  Re- 
proach. The  Proof  he  has  given  us  hath  the  Ap- 
pearance of  Truth.  "  Her  Chaftity  (he  maintained, 
"  faid  he,  to  her  Death,  even  in  the  midft  of  the 
"  Troops."  It  is  certain  that  the  Englijh,  who 
fought  by  a  thoufand  Methods  to  defame  her,  in 
order  to  cover  that  Severity  with  which  they  pro- 
ceeded againft  her,  would  not  have  failed  to  men- 
tion her  Incontinence,  if  any  Teftimony  thereof  had 
been  in  their  Power  ;  and  yet  there  is  nothing  of 
this  fort  in  her  Procefs.  But  what  of  all  this  ?  It 
may  prove  the  Chaftity  indeed,  but  it  cannot  prove 
the  Sanctity  of  Joan  de  Arc.  In  admitting  that  Ban- 
dricourt  did  not  debauch  her,  it  no  way  follows  that 
fhe  had  a  divine  Revelation ;  I  do  not  think  that 
being  a  Maid,  includes  the  Character  of  a  Prophetefs 
and  Deliverer  of  Nations.  I  fhall  agree  with  the 
French  Hiftorians,  that  Joan  of  Arc  never  had  a 
Baftard  -,  but  then  I  concur  with  the  Englijb  Au- 
thors, in  aflerting  that  her  pretended  Mifiicn  was  a 
downright  Impoilure.  In  order  to  be  convinced  of 
this,  we  need  only  hear  what  Pafquier  fays,  who 
would  fain  have  her  canonized :  "  I  fhall,  favs  he, 
M  5  «  run 
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''  run  over  the  principal  Articles  on  which  Joan  of 
"  Arc  was  interrogated.  Being  afked  as  to  her 
"  Name,  (he  faid,  That  in  her  own  Country  fhe 
u  was  called  Jeannette,  but  fince  fhe  lived  in  France 
<c  fhe  hath  been  called  Joan  of  Arc,o{  the  Village  of 
<c  Domprez  ;  that  her  Father's  Name  is  James  Arc, 
M  and  her  Mother's  Ifabella-,  that  the  Name  of  one 
"  of  her  Godfathers  is  John  Lingue,  and  of  the  o- 
°  ther  John  Berry ;  that  one  of  her  Godmothers 
"  Names  was  Jane,  the  Name  of  another  Agnes, 
"  and  of  another  Sibill ;  and. that  fhe  had  heard  her 
<c  Mother  fay  fhe  had  fome  others;  that  at  this 
c<  Time  fhe  was  about  twenty-nine  Years  of  Age  ; 
<c  that  fhe  was  by  Profeflion  a  Sempftrefs,  and  not  a 
<fc  Shepherdefs  -,  that  fhe  went  once  a  Year  to  Con- 
M  feffion,  and  fhe  had  frequently  heard  a  Voice  from 
64  Heaven,  that  it  was  remarkably  clear  and  ftrortg,. 
"  and  that  fhe  took  it  for  the  Voice  of  an  Angel  -r 
*'  that  it  admonifhed  her  to  go  into  France,  where 
"  fhe  fhould  raife  the  Siege  of  Orleans ;  and  that  if 
w  fhe  went  to  Captain  Robert  de  Baudriccurt,  he 
"  would  grant  her  an  Efcort  to  conduct  her  thither, 
M  which  accordingly  he  did." 

I  fancy,  dear  Ifaac,  that  if  I  had  not  admitted  the 
Virginity  of  our  Heroine,  I  might  have  compared 
her  Story  to  the  Tale  of  Brother  Lucius,  which  the 
ingenious  La  Fontaine  hath  put  into  Verfe.  Do  not 
you  think  that  Captain  Baudriccurt  acted  a  little  like 
the  Hermit  in  that  Story,  who  in  a  Voice  like 
Thunder  cry'd  out,  Good  Woman,  carry  your  Daugh- 
ter to  the  Servant  of  God,  for  between  him  and  her 
frail  co?ne  a  Child  who  will  one  Day  become  a 
great  Pope.  I  know  very  well  that  Baudri 'court  acted  ■ 
in  this  Cafe  from  another  Motive  diftin£t  from  Bro- 
ther Lucius ;  it  was  Policy,  and  not  Love,  that  play - 
RF  this  Scene.  Taken  in  this  Light,  the  Maid 
herfeif  might  have  been  deceived  into  the  Part  fhe 

acted 
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aded  5  but  her  fubfequent  Condud  fhews  that  fi  e 
was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  Defign  (lie  w  s 
to  ferve,  and  knew  perfedly  well  how  to  play  her 
Game.  She  was  extremely  defircus  of  palling  for  a 
Saint  and  a  Heroine  •,  and,  without  all  doubt,  {he 
acted  her  Part  beyond  Companion. 

I  muft  tell  you,  my  Friend,  a  pleafant  Notion 
that  is  juft  ftruck  into  my  Head.  I  think  I  difcover 
a  ftrong  Refemblance  between  Joan  of  Arc  and  La 
Cadicr7\  the  one  had  in  view  the  Defeat  of  the 
Englijh,  and  the  other  of  the  Jefuits;  both  intended 
to  cheat  the  Public  and  to  pafs  for  Saints,  each  of 
them  pretended  to  a  perfect  Acquaintance  with 
Heaven  and  with  the  Elcffed.  As  for  our  Maid, 
fhe*  pretended  to  have  Revelations  from  the  Deity. 
For  inftance,  it  is  faid  in  her  Procefs,  «  She  averts 
"  that  me  knows  God,  loves  the  Duke  of  Orleans* 
"  and  that  (he  had  had  mere  Revelations  in  refpeft 
*<  to  bim,  than  to  any  other  Man  living,  except  the 
«  Perfon  whom  (he  calls  her  King  *." 

You  fee,  dear  Ifaac,  that  the  Supreme  Being 
communicated  his  Secrets  to  this  Saint,  as  me  faid. 
We  mall  next  fee  what  Care  was  taken  to  provide 
faithful  Mefiengea  ;  it  was  me  herfelf  informed  her 
fudges  of  this  Particular. 

"Being  interrogated  whether  me  had  heard  a 
M  Voice,  fhe  anfwered,  Tefierday  I  beard  it  three 
"  times  j  fir  ft  in  the  Morning*  then  about  the  Time  of 
:j>er$\  and  the  third  time  in  the  Night.  Being 
"  afked  if  me  had  ever  feen  any  Fairies,  (he  anfwer- 
Cl  ed,  No  j  but  that  a  Godmother  of  hers  had  bo  aft  id 
SS  of  feeing  them  at  the  Fairies  Tree,  in  a  little  &pfe 
«  not  far  "from  their  Village  of  Dompre. 

*  Item  dixit,  quid  bene  fcit,  quod  Deus  diligit  Ducem 
Aurelianenfem  j  ac  etiam  plures  Revclctiones  de  ipfo  habu- 
in,*,  wmm  de  alio  famine  vivente,  exec  it  o  ilia  quern  dixit 

Reecu  .■...    .  _ 

°  M  6  "  Being 
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"  Being  afked  who  they  were  that  fpoke  to  her, 
"  fhe  anfwered,  St.  Catherine  and  St.  Margaret, 
"  whom  Jhe  had  often  feen  and  touched,  even  fince  her 
"  being  in  Prifon,  and  tiffed  the  Ground  whereon  they 
"  trod-,  that  Jhe  afked  them  their  Advice  on  each  Ex- 
M  amination,  and  that  Jhe  had  affianed  the  Habit  of  a 
"  Man  at  their  exprefs  Command." 

Was  I  in  the  wrong  to  fay  that  there  was  great 
Care  taken  as  to  the  Meflengers  who  vifited  this 
Maid  of  ours  ?  Methinks  Catherine  and  Margaret 
were  Perfons  of  fome  Diftinction.  A  Circumftance 
of  this  nature  would  furnifh  a  Monkifh  Writer  with 
abundance  of  fine  Reflections,  if  the  Life  of  our  Saint 
was  his  Theme ;  he  would  doubtlefs  obferve  the 
great  Wifdom  in  fending  She,  and  not  He-Saints  to 
converfe  with  this  holy  Maid,  fince  (he  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  afraid  to  have  fraid  long  alone  with 
a  Man,  or  even  with  the  Appearance  of  a  Man,  e- 
fpecially  if  the  Saint  had  been  of  the  Order  of  Cor- 
deliers, and  wore  the  Habit :  For  you  are  to  remark, 
that  thefe  celeftial  Vifitors  came  firft  to  Joan  of  Arc 
at  a  Time  of  Life  when  fhe  might  have  been  very 
eafily  frighted  ;  for  in  one  of  her  Anfwers  fhe  fays, 
that  at  the  Tree  of  the  Fairies,  and  at  a  Fountain 
near  to  Dompre,  fhe  had  fpoke  with  St.  Catherine 
and  St.  Margaret^  but  not  to  the  Fairies,  and  that 
her  firft  Converfation  with  them  was  when  fhe  was 
thirteen  Years  old. 

Is  it  lawful,  my  Friend,  for  an  Author,  who  has 
otherwife  a  great  deal  of  Merit,  to  attempt  to  prove 
the  Infpi  ration  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  by  Stories  fo 
vir\b\y  fabulous  as  thefe  are  ?  Whenever  thefe  An- 
fwers  are  mentioned  to  a  Philofopher  who  makes  ufe 
of  his  R  eafon,  he  will  not  hehtate  a  Moment,  let  his 
Religion  be  what  it  will,  in  afTerting  that  the  Whole 
was  a  Scheme  of  Policy.  Ought  we  to  be  aftonifhed 
at  the  odd  Things  we  meet  with  in  Greek  and  Roman 
2  Writers, 
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Writers*  when  we  fee  French  Hiftorians  in  great 
Efteem  boldly  tell  to  puerile  a  Fable  as  this,  and  Co 
contrary  to  Common  Senfe  ?  How  fhall  a  Chriftian, 
who  pretends  to  fwallow  this  Tale,  give  his  ReafonS 
for  rejecting  the  Stories  with  which  the  Writings  of 
an  Herodotus  are  fprinkled  ? 

To  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  Abfurdity  of 
this  pious  Fraud,  we  need  only  confider  a  little  the 
Conduct  of  this  Woman  while  fhe  was  in  Prifon. 
"  Being  follicited  by  her  Judges  to  put  on  again  the 
<e  Habit  of  a  Woman,  fhe  faid,  (he  defired  never  to 
"  ufe  any  female  Garment,  except  a  Shift  might  be 
"  put  upon  her  dead  Body :  And  being  afterwards 
11  told,  that  (lie  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  Commu- 
"  nion  if  fhe  would  lay  afide  Men's  Clothes,  flic 
*'  took  it  into  her  head  to  prefer  her  Breeches  to  all 
"  Things,  and  to  chufe  rather  to  live  as  an  excom- 
iC  municated  Perfon  than  to  put  on  a  Petticoat. "  At 
laft,  however,  fhe  fubmitted  to  go  toMafs  in  a  Gown, 
but  upon  this  exprefs  Condition,  that  fhe  might  again 
put  on  Mens  Clothes  when  fhe  came  from  Chapel. 
Was  not  this  a  whimiical  Fancy  ?  * 

What  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  it  was  in  com- 
plaifance  to  the  Orders  of  St.  Catherine  and  St.  Mar- 
garet that  fhe  was  fo  much  attached  to  her  Breeches  ; 
it  is  true,  fhe  furrcred  dearly  for  following  their  Ad- 
vice. "  The  Profecutor  having  finifhed  his  Evidence, 
"  fays  Pafquier,  Sentence  was  pronounced  by  the 
"  Bifliop  ;  He  faid,  That  all  that  had  been  done  by 
"  this  IVoman  was  to  be  accounted  Ficl ion  andDelufion, 
"  in  order  to  feduce  the  poor  People,  or  elfe  the  Inven* 
M  t  ion  of '  the  Devil  \  and  that  in  a  cling  in  this  manner 
"  Jhe  had  blafphemed  again/I  the  Honour  of  God,  acled 

*  We  are  told  this  in  Litin,  every  way  worthy  the  Times 
nvherein  the  Maid  of  Orleans  fuffered  cs  a  Witch.  Noluit 
huic  prascepto  obfequi :  in  quo  apparet  Pervicacia  ejus, 
et  Obduratio  ad  Malum,  et  contemptus  Sacramentorum. 

4<  undu- 
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Ct  unduti fully  towards  her  Parents,  befides  fheiving  bef- 
"  felf  a  very  impious  Per/on,  in  declining  the  holyCim- 
*'  -ftiunion  rather  than  part  with  the  Habit  of  the  other 
cc  Sex.  There  concurred  in  this  Judgment  theBifhpps 
f*  of  Conjlance  and  Lifieux,  the  Chapter  of  the  Ca- 
"  thedral  Church  of  Roan,  fixteen  Doctors,  fix  Li- 
<c  centiates  and  Batchelors  of  Divinity,  and  eleven 
<c  Advocates  of  Roan.  This  Sentence  was  tranfmitted 
"  to  the  Univerfity  of  Paris,  in  order  to  have  their 
"  Opinion  thereupon  :  The  Univerfity  declared  that 
<c  the  Maid  was  truly  a  Heretick  and  a  Schifmaticky 
cc  and  directed  two  Letters,  one  to  the  King,  the 
"  other  to  the  Bifhop  of  Beauvais,  defiring  (he 
"  might  be  put  to  death." 

Notwithstanding  the  Decifion  of  the  Univerfity, 
the  Englijh  were  for  faving  her  Life,  provided  always 
fhe  would  confent  to  quit  thofe  curfed  Breeches,  of 
which  me  had  been  hitherto  fo  very  fond.  The  holy 
Warriour  finding  at  laft  that  die  fhe  muft,  or  put  on 
z  Petticoat,  (he  wifely  refolved  to  make  choice  of  the 
latter,  and  this  without  waiting  for  the  Advice  of 
St.  Margaret.  "  They  expofed  her  on  a  publick  Scaf- 
'-<  fold,  fays  Pafquier,  where,  after  (he  had  been  ad- 
<c  monifhed,  (he  declared  aloud  that  (lie  fubmitted  to 
44  the  Judgment  of  God  and  of  our  Holy  Father  the 
44  Pope.  Then  perceiving  that  they  expected  (till 
44  more  from  her,  (he  profeffed  her  unfeigned  Belief 
44  of  all  that  the  Church  taught ;  and  faid  farther, 
4t  that  fince  many  wife  and  difcreet  People  were  of 
%(k  opinion  that  the  Appearances  (lie  had  feen  were  not 
4*  from  God,  (he  was  content  to  believe  fo,  and  to 
4C  make  a  publick  Abjuration,  which  is  inferted  at 
44  full  length  in  her  Procefs.  Upon  this  followed  ano- 
44  ther  Sentence,  whereby  (lie  is  abfolved  from  her 
44  Excommunication,  and  condemned  to  perpetual 
.*«  Imprifonment.  After  this,  (he  refumed  the  Habit  of 
«'  her  Sex,  and  was  accordingly  conducted  back  to 
«  Prifon."  See, 
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See,  my  Friend,  the  Maid's  Affairs  now  in  a 
pretty  tolerable  Condition,  and  her  Life  fecured  at 
the  Expence  of  her  Breeches.  But  the  MifchieS 
was,  that  (he  had  put  on  her  Coats  without  con- 
fultincr  St.  Catharine,  who  was  extremely  vext  to 
find  her  in  a  Woman's  Garb  j  when  (he  came  next 
to  make  her  a  Vint,  fhe  reprimanded  her  feverely. 
Who,  faid  me,  put  you  upon  changing  your  Garb  i 
refume,  at  all  Events,  that  which  I  recommended, 
and  let  me  fee  you  do  it  this  Minute.  Joan  of  Arc 
obeyed,  and  very  unluckily  for  her,  as  the  Sequel  of 
her  Story,  given  us  by  Pafquier,  will  mew. 

They  had  however  left  her  Men  s  Clothes  by 
her,  in  order  to  fee  what  (he  would  do.  No  fooner 
was  flie  alone,  than,  upon  fecond  Thoughts,  fhe 
repented  of  her  Abjuration,  and  put  on  again  the 
Clothes  file  had  thrown  afide.  This  Abjuration, 
dear  Ifaac,  in  my  Opinion,  refembles  ftrongly  that 
Recantation  which  La  Cadicre  made  of  the  Crimes 
by  her  charg'd  upon  Father  Girard ;  fhe  too,  quick- 
ly remind  her  former  Sentiments.  Joan  of  Arc  did 
the  fame  Thing.  The  one  was  fchool'd  by  the 
Janfcnijis,  the  other  by  St.  Catharine ;  but  Joan 
paid  for  it  very  dearly.  Early  the  next  Morning  fhe 
was  vifited,  and  being  found  in  her  old  Habit,  was 
afked  how  (he  came  to  make  this  Change;  fhe  faid, 
fhe  did  it  at  the  Command  of  the  Saints,  and  that 
fhe  was  willing  rather  to  obey  God  than  Men.  On 
theft  Words  fhe  was  declared  a  Heretick  relapfed, 
and  in   confequence  thereof  delivered   over  to   the 

lecular  Arm,  and  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive. 

The  Univerfity  of  Paris  alfo,  willing  to  play  its 
part,  ordered  a  Procemon  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Mar- 
tin, whereat  a  Dominican  Triar  made  a  folemn  De- 
clamation againft  this  poor  Wench,  in  order  tofhew 
that  whatever  fhe  had  done  was  by  the  Afliftance  of 
the  Devil  and  not  of  God. 

2  You 
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You  fee  what  a  Noife  and  Difturbance  a  Petticoat 
and  a  Pair  of  Breeches  occafioned,  and  what  a  Strug- 
gle there  was  which  of  the  two  this  mafculine  Maid 
fhould  wear.  Surely  this  appears  very  ridiculous, 
and  yet  if  we  go  to  the  Bottom  of  Things  we  muft 
acknowledge,  that  the  Drefs  of  this  Wench  was  a 
Point  of  State,  and  a  proper  Subject  of  refined  Po- 
litics. Thofe  of  the  French  Nation  required  that 
Joan  mould  not  quit  her  Breeches ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  requifite  for  the  Englijh  that  me  mould 
appear  in  Petticoats.  The  Reafon  you'll  eafily  per- 
ceive to  be  very  well  founded.  The  aftonifhing  Im- 
preflion  which  the  Sanctity  of  Joan  of  Arc  had  made 
on  the  other  Minds  of  the  Soldiers  of  Charles  VII. 
had  totally  ruined  the  Englijh  Affairs  in  France.  In 
order  therefore  to  reflore  them,  and  to  deftroy  a  No- 
tion which  was  fo  advantageous  to  their  Enemies, 
it  became  neceffary  for  them  to  make  the  Maid  dif- 
avow  all  her  pretended  Revelations.  The  Moment 
fhe  laid  afide  her  Breeches  their  Point  was  gained. 
On  the  other  hand,  Joan  of  Arc  knew  perfectly 
well  of  how  great  Ufe  her  Impofture  was,  and  of 
what  mighty  Confequence  her  interefting  the  Saints 
in  the  Affair.  This  made  her  remain  firm  till  the 
Fear  of  an  approaching  Death  got  the  better  of  her 
Diflimulation.  But  being  terrified  with  the  Fear 
of  Punifhment,  fhe  confented  at  length  to  own  the 
Falfhood  of  the  Tale  fhe  had  told.  When  fhe  had 
once  taken  this  Step,  the  Englijh  ought  to  have  reft- 
cd  there,  as  having  effectually  deftroy ed  her  Credit. 
But  it  feems  they  were  not  of  this  Opinion,  they 
laid  therefore  a  Snare  for  her  utter  Deftruction,  by 
leaving  her  Breeches  in  the  Way.  They  migrrt  as 
well  have  fhut  up  an  hungry  Dog  in  a  Chamber  full 
of  Provifions,  and  charged  him  not  to  eat.  The 
Maid  being  recovered  from  her  firft  Fright,  faw  the 
Confequence  of  the  falfe  Step  fhe  had  made,  and 

had 
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had  a  mind  to  repair  it.  She  flattered  herfelf  that 
the  Englijh  durft  not  put  her  to  death  j  but  fhe  mif- 
took  their  Tempers. 

After  all,  dear  Ifaac,  tho'  I  deny  the  Holincfs  of 
Joan  of  Arc,  I  am  far  from  detracting  from  the  juft 
Praifes  fhe  deferved.  She  was  certainly  a  Heroine, 
and  delivered  her  Country.  The  Cruelty  of  the 
Englijh  towards  her  is  a  Stain  upon  them  as  a  Na- 
tion. They  ought  to  have  look'd  upon  their  Pri- 
foner  with  the  RefpecT:  due  to  a  Perfon  faithful  to 
her  King  and  Country,  and  who  ferved  them  as  far 
as  her  Wit  and  Courage  would  carry  her.  -  If  the 
Englifl)  had  at  prefent  iuch  another  Woman  in  their 
Hands,  they  would  admire  her  Valour  and  venerate 
her  Perfon,  as  much  as  they  would  contemn  her  Pre- 
tences to  Saintfhip. 

Adieu,  dear  Ifaac,  live  content  and  happy,  and 
let  me  have  the  Satisfaction  of  hearing  from  you. 

London  .... 


LETTER    CLIII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  /<?  Isaac  Onis, 
Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi,  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

A  S  much  as  I  am  prejudiced  in  favour  of  Mr. 
**'  Locke's  Sentiments,  I  can  fcarce  grant  him  that 
the  Soul  fometimcs  ceafes  totally  to  think,  that  is, 
while  we  are  afleep. 

I  do  admit  that  I  am  not  thoroughly  fatisfied  that 
this  Opinion  is  abfolutely  falfe,  but  I  look  upon  it 
as  doubtful,    and  therefore  I  mould  have  been  glad 

he 
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he  laid  dcwn  his  Notion  as  probable  only,  and  not 
as  certain.  This  fage  Philofopher  feems  to  me  too 
much  perfuaded  that  the  Cartefians  are  miftaken  in 
their  Definition  of  the  EfTence  of  the  Soul,  when 
they  afiure  us  that  it  confifts  in  actual  Thought. 
IVe  knew,  fays  he,  certainly,  by  Experience,  that 
fometirnes  We  think,  and  hence  we  deduce  this  infal- 
lible Conclufion,  thai  we  have  in  us  femething  which 
hath  a  Power  of  thinking ;  But  to  know  whether  this 
Subflance  thinks  continually  or  not,  is  ivhat  we  cannot 
be  affured  of,  farther  than  Experience  informs  us.  For 
to  fay  that  aclual  Thinking  is  an  effential  Property  of 
the  Soul,  is  vifibly  to  beg  the  ^ueflion,  without  any 
kind  of  Proof*. 

I  am  of  Opinion,  my  Friend,  that  Locke  had  no 
juft  Reafon  for  this  Reproach  on  the  Cartefians,  be- 
caufe  there  are  feveral  ftrong  Reafons  which  feem  to 
authorize  this  Definition,  that  the  EfTence  of  the 
Soul  confifts  in  the  aclual  Faculty  of  thinking.  The 
Soul,  fay  the  Philofophers,  hath  neither  Magnitude, 
Extent,  nor  Depth.  Thus  then,  none  of  thefe  Attri- 
butes which  belong  to  Matter  can  be  affigned  thereto. 
IVe  know  then  but  one  of  its  £hialities,  viz.  that  of 
thinking.  Have  we  not  Reafon  then  to  a  Hedge  that  it 
cannot  fubfijl  without  this,  and  that  it  is  its  Efience, 
hecaufe  it  is  the  only  ghtality  which  we  have  dif covered*. 
For,  as  we  are  acquainted  with  the  Exijhnce  of  Mat- 
ter  only  by  the  means  of  its  Extenfon,  fo  all  the  Know- 
ledge tve  have  of  Souls  is  by  Thought.  In  as  much  as 
w_e  hefitate  not  to  define  the  Effence  of  Matter  by  Ex- 
tenfon, on  account  of  our  knowing  no  material  Sub/lance 
but  what  is  extended,  zu.hy  fiould  ive  not  define  the  Ej- 
fence  of  the  Soul  by  the  aclual  Exercife  of  Thought, 
fince  we.  cannot  perceive  a  fpiritual  Subjlancc  but  what 
has  this  Faculty  of  thinking. 

*  Loch's  Eilay  on  Human  Underftanding.  Book  II. 
Chat.  i.    §.    IQ.  JII  the  Quotations  are  in  this  Chapter. 

■  ^  Tho' 
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.  Tho'  it  may  be  poffible  to  anfwer  thefe  Objecli- 
ons,  or  at  lead  to  (hew  that  they  are  not  convincing, 
it  muft  however  be  acknowledged  that  they  ought 
to  be  thoroughly  examined,  and  that  they  very  well 
dtferve  our  Attention  :  The  Cartefians  are  far  from 
averting  that  the  Soul  always  thinks,  without  Proofs. 
Locke  therefore  had  no  Right  to  reproach  thefe  Phi- 
lofophers  for  aov^cing,  without  Evidence  and  a- 
gai nft  Reafon,  a  Queftion  with  Refpecl  to  Facl:,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  but  might  be  proved,  accord- 
ing to  their  Method.  "  I  need  only  fuppofe,  faid 
"  ■£#,  that  all  Watches  think  while  the  Balance  is 
kt  in  motion,  and  I  mall  have  thereby  fufficiently 
"  prov'd  that  my  Watch  thought  all  lad  Night 
<l  Jong."  But  the  Cartefians  might  fay,  You  have 
no  Right  to  fay  that  your  fVatch  thinks  ivhile  the  Ba- 
lance moves,  bccaufeyou  have  not  only  no  probable  Rea~ 
hn  to  affert  that  the  Motion  of  a  Balance  hath  any 
thing  to  do  with  Thought \  but  you  are,  on  the  other 
hand.y  fully  affured  that  in  as  much  as  it  is  a  material 
Sub/lance,  it  has  no  other  Qualities  than  thofe  of  Ex- 
tent)  Quantity  and  Thicknefs.  But  with  Refpecl  tQ 
us,  the  Cafe  is  very  different.  We  fay  that  the  Soul 
thinks  as  well  when  we  areafeep  as  zvhen  we  are  a- 
wake,  becaufewe  were  fur e  that  the  Faculty  of  think- 
ing belongs  thereto,  not  only  when  the  Body  is  awake, 
but  afeep,  of 'which  the  Remembrance  of  our  Dreams 
is  a  certain  and  evident  Proof  We  therefore  have 
fame  Foundation  to  conclude,  that  it  may  do  continu- 
ally what  it  does  for  fome  Moments  ;  ivhereas  your 
Suppofltion  .  of  the  Balance  and  the  JVatch  is  alfurd 
and  ridiculous. 

I  will  continue,  dear  Jfaac,,  my  Examination  of 
Locke's  Sentiments,  and  I  befeech  you  to  give  me 
your  Opinion  of  the  Difficulties  which  appear  in 
them  to. me.  The  firji  Time  ivefallfajl  afleep,  fays 
thai  Pbilfopher,  1  apprehend  we  foall  be  fufficiently 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied  that  there  is  nothing  in  their  Doclrine,  who  ■ 
teach  that  the  Soul  always  thinks.  At  leaft  fhofe  who 
have  Jlept  without  dreaming  can  never  he  convinced. 
that  their  Thoughts  were  in  Aclion,  during  the  Space 
of  four  Hours ,  while  they  knew  nothing  of  the  Mat- 
ter ;  and  if  they  are  taken  in  the  very  Aft,  waked 
in  the  Middle  of  that  Jleeping  Contemplation,  can 
give  no  manner  of  Account  of  it.  **  It  will  perhaps  be 
faid,  that  the  Soul  tliinks,  even  in  the  foundeft  Sleep, 
hut  the  Memory  retains  it  not :  That  the  Soul,  in  this 
Jleeping  Man,  Jhould  he  this  Moment  bufy  a  thinking  ; 
and  the  next  Moment  <>  in  a  wakingMan,  not  remember ', 
or  be  able  to  recoiled  one  Jot  of  all  thofe  Thoughts, 
is  very  hard  to  be  conceived,  and  would  need  fome 
better  Proof  than  bare  Affertion  to  make  it  be  believed. 
The  Cartefians  might  reply  to  thefe  Objections, 
that  far  from  refting  their  Notions  on  the  Aflurance 
they  give  us  of  their  Juftice  and  Truth,  they  rely 
on  daily  Experience  for  the  Proof  of  their  Opinions. 
For  in  Fa&,  does  it  not  feem  an  odd  thing  to  be 
amazed  that  a  Man,  waking  on  a  fudden,  mould 
lofe  in  an  Inftant,  the  Thoughts  which  occupied 
him  while  he  flept ;  whereas  we  daily  fee  Men  in 
their  full  Senfes,  and  broad  awake,  forgetting  one 
Minute  what  they  thought  on  a  Minute  before,  and 
ftriving  to  no  purpofe,  to  recover  their  fir  ft  Thought  ? 
There  is  not  a  Man  in  this  World  to  whom  thefe 
Slips  do  not  fometimes  happen  ;  and  there  is  nothing 
more  common  than  to  hear  a  Man  fay,  1  had  this 
Minute  fomething  to  tell  you,  it  has  efcaped  me,  I 
have  done  all  I  can  to  recollect  it,  but  I  find  it  is 
abfolutely  in  vain.  I  would  ask,  my  dear  Ifaac, 
if  the  Soul,  forgetting  totally  certain  Thoughts 
which  occupied  it  a  Moment  before,  while  the  Body 
it  occupies  is  wide  awake,  we  ought  to  think  it  ex- 
traordinary that  it  lofes  the  Remembrance  of  thofe 
Thoughts  which  employed  it  while  the  Body  was 

afleep, 
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afleep,  of  which  confequently  it  could  have  but 
light  ImprefTions,  its  Organs  being,  in  a  manner, 
ftopt  up  and  able  to  ferve  it  but  faintly.  Shall  we 
fay  that  it  is  not  impoflible  that  the  Soul  may  reft 
for  a  Moment,  that  is,  ceafe  from  thinking,  even 
when  a  Man  is  awake  ;  and  that  his  forgetting  its 
Perceptions  is  owing  to  this  fhort  and  imperceptible 
Ceflation  of  Thought  ?  This  would  be  an  Absurdi- 
ty fo  great  and  fo  evident,  that  Experience  alone 
would  fufficiently  detect  it.  The  fage  Locke  was 
too  quick-fighted  to  adopt  fuch  an  Opinion.  He 
fays  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  admitted  the  Soul 
never  ceafes  to  think  while  a  Man  is  awake,  becaufe 
this  is  percifely  what,  in  this  rej'pcdl,  conftitutes  his 
Condition.  Who  then  can  fhew  us  a  Reafon  for  a 
Man's  forgetting  his  own  Thoughts  while  he  is  a- 
wake?  Let  us,  I  fay,  fee  him  who  will  anfwer  this 
Queftion,  and  he  will  have  a  Right  to  oblige  the 
Carte/tans,  in  their  turn,  to  explain  how  a" Man 
may  think  all  Night  without  knowing,  the  next 
Morning,  any  thing  of  the  Ideas  which  occupied 
his  Mind  for  fo  many  Hours. 

The  Difficulty  which  Locke  propofcs,  as  to  the 
Inutility  of  the  Soul's  thinking  during  the  Time  of 
Sleep,  does  not  appear  to  me  very  confiderable. 
"  To  think  often,  fays  he,  and  never  to  retain  it 
<c  fo  much  as  one  Moment,  is  a  very  ufelefs  Sort 
"  of  thinking,  and  the  Soul  in  fuch  a  State  of 
u  thinking  does  very  little,  if  at  all,  excel  that  of 
**  a  Looking-Glafs,  which  conftantly  receives  Va- 
"  rietyof  Images  or  Ideas,  but  retains  none;  they 
"  difappearand  vanifh,  and  there  appears  no  Foot- 
iC  fteps  of  them;  the  Looking  -Glafs  is  never  the 
ec  better  for  fuch  Ideas,  nor  the  Soul  for  fuch 
"  Thoughts. — If  the  Soul  retains  no  Memory  of 
*c  its  own  Thoughts,  if  it  cannot  lay  them  up  for 
"  its  Ufe,  and  be  able  to  recall  them  upon  occafion  ; 

if 
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"  if  it  cannot  reflect  upon  what  is  pad  and  make 
u  ufe  of  its  former  Experiences,  Reafonings  and 
'*  Contemplations,  to  what  purpofe  does  it  think? 
<c  they  who  make  the  Soul  a  thinking  Tiling,  at 
<c  this  rate  will  not  make  it  a  more  noble  Being 
w  than  thofe  do  whom  they  condemn  for  allowing 
<c  it  to  be  nothing  but  the  fubtileft  Parts  of  Mat- 
te ter. Nature  never   makes  excellent  Things 

"  for  mean  or  no  Ufes :  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  con- 
ce  ceived,  that  our  infinitely  wife  Creator  mould 
"  make  fo  admirable  a  Faculty  as  the  Power  of 
"  Thinking,  to  be  fo  idly  employed,  at  leaft  a 
<c  quarter  Part  of  its  Time,  as  to  think  conftantly 
"  without  remembring  any  of  its  Parts. " 

This  PatTage,  my  dear  Ifaac,  contains  two  Ob- 
jections. The  firft  refpects  the  Inutility  of  Thoughts 
to  a  Man  aileep.  But  to  this  the  Cartefians  may 
well  reply  to  Locke,  that  thofe  Thoughts  which  he 
looks  upon  as  fuperfluous  may  be  very  neceiTary, 
tho'  we  are  not  acquainted  with  their  Ufe  :  Becaufe 
'tis  too  hafty  a  Conclufion,  that,  in  confequence 
of  our  not  knowing  what  Ufe  a  Thing  is  for, 
therefore  it  ought  not  to  be.  The  Weaknefs  of  hu- 
man Understanding  hinders  it  from  penetrating  the 
Ufe  of  a  Multitude  of  Beings,  which  exift  notwith- 
itanding  ',  noi  have  we  any  Right  to  deny  their  Ex- 
igence. Befides,  Experience  inclines  us  to  believe 
that  Men  really  reap  Profit  from  the  Thoughts  which 
their  Souls  have  in  Sleep,  tho'  they  are  not  commu- 
nicated to  the  Body.  The  Translator  of  Locke  re- 
marks very  juftly,  that  the  Inutility  of  thefe  Kind 
of  Thoughts  is  not  fo  certain  as  our  Author  ima- 
gines. A  Child,  fays  he,  is  obliged  to  get  by  Heart 
a  dozen  or  fifteen  Verfcs  out  of  Virgil  :  He  reads 
them  three  or  four  Times  jujl  before  he  is  going  tojleep, 
and  repeats  them  ajfoon  as  he  awakes  in  the  Morning, 
perfectly  well.      Does   his  Soul  think  of  thefe  Verfes 

while 
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while  he  is  buried  in  a  profound  Sleep  f  The  Child 
knows  nothing  of  the  Matter.  However ',  if  the  Soul 
actually  ruminated  on  the  Verfes,  as  I  think  I  may 
fufpecl,  with  fame  appearance  of  Rcafon,  then  here 
arc  certain  Thoughts  not  altogether  ufelefs  fir  Many 
tbo*  he  has  no  Sort  of  Rc?ne??wrance  that  his  Soul  was 
employed  about  them  fo  much  as  one  Moment*. 

The  fecond  Objection  of  Locke  falls  of  itfelf.  For 
when  we  have  deftroyed  the  firft,  and  have  proved 
that  the  Thoughts  of  a  Man  afleep  may  be  ufeful 
to  him  tho'  he  cannot  remember  that  he  thought,  it 
can  no  longer  be  faid  that  Nature  does  nothing  in 
vain,  and  that  God,  acting  always  with  infinite 
Wifdom,  bellows  not  fuperfluous  Faculties  on  an/ 
Being.  In  order  to  have  made  his  Reafons  clear 
and  conclufive,  it  ought  to  have  been  evidently  and 
urhuifwerably  proved,  that  the  Thoughts  of  a  Man 
-afleep  are  abfolutely  ufelefs ;  and  even  after  that  there 
would  remain  a  Difficulty  to  berefolved.  Of  what 
Ufe,  might  one  fay  to  Mr.  Locke,  are  Dreams  f 
Are  they  very  ufeful  or  nccejfary  to  Men,  or  do  they 
draw  any  great  Advantage  from  the  dark  Rc?nem- 
hrance  of  certain  wh'wifical  Ideas  prefented  to  their 
Imaginations  ?  Here  are  Thoughts  that  are  little 
better  than  ufelefs,  and  yet  occupy  the  human  Soul 
"while  the  Body  is  aflecp.  God  therefore  may  have  af- 
forded Man  a  Faculty  of  for  mi  Jig  other  Thoughts,  of 
which  he  entirely  loj'es  all  Remembrance. 
t  Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ifaac,  live  content  and 
happy. 

London. — — 

*  Remarque  a  la  Vage  73.  ce  !a  zi  Edition,  i.  e.  of 
P.  Cafe's  Tranfla:ion  of  Locke's  Efiay  on  human  Under- 
ltanding, 

LET- 
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LETTER     CLIV. 

Isaac   On  is,  Car  ait  e^  formerly  a  Rabbi  at 
Constantinople,  to  Aaron  Monceca. 


I 


Have  examined,  with  all  imaginable  Attention, 
the  Letter  you  wrote  me  concerning  the  Difficul- 
ties you  find  in  that  Opinion,  which  will  not  admit 
aclual  Thinking  to  be  the  EfTence  of  the  Soul.  Af- 
ter comparing  your  Objections  with  what  Locke 
hath  written  on  the  Subject,  I  am  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded  that  it  was  on  a  good  Foundation  this  fage 
Philofopher  maintained  that  there  is  an  Appearance 
of  the  Soul's  refting,  during  confiderable  Intervals, 
without  thinking. 

The  Comparifon  you  make  between  Eaten/ion  as 
the  EfTence  of  Matter,  and  the  aclual  Exercife  of 
Thought^  as  the  EfTence  of  the  Soul,  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  me  either  juft  or  conclufive.  I  could  farther 
deny  that  ExtenTion  is  the  EfTence  of  Matter,  and 
could  alledge  that  you  are  fo  far  from  knowing  what 
constitutes  a  fpiritual  Subftance,  that  you  are  igno- 
rant even  of  the  fir  ft  Principles  of  material  Things. 
Des  Cartes,  fays  a  modern  Philofopher,  *  makes  the 
EfTence  of  a  Body  confift  in  Extenjion,  and  concludes 
that  there  is  Extenfion  wherever  there  is  Matter. — 

*  Philofophie  du  Bon  Sens,  ou  Reflexions  Philofophi- 
ques  a  l'Ufage  des  Cavaliers  et  du  Beau  Sexe.  pag.  278. 
That  is,  The  Philofophy  of  good  Senfe,  or  Bhilofophical 
Reflections  for  the  Uje  of  Gentlemen  and  Ladies.  By  the 
Marquifs  d'Argens,  the  Author  of  this  Book. 
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/  ask  then  what  Reafon  there  is  that  Extenjion  JJjould 
conflitute  the  Nature  and  Effence  of  a  Body  rather 
than  Solidity,  or  any  other  ejfcntial  Shiality  of  Matter. 
For  by  this  Attention  to  a  Jingle  Attribute  abftraclcd 
from  all  the  reft,  we  are  given  to  underjtand  that  the 
other  Qualities  may  fubfift  without  it, which  is  contrary 
however  to  their  Nature.  I  ?nay  fingle  cut  any  parti- 
cular Attribute,  flop  there,  and  fuppofe  it  to  conftitute 
the  Effence  of  Body.  If  I  hold  in  my  Hand  a  Sphere, 
I  may,  by  Ab/fraclion,  fuppofe  that  all  its  Weight  is 
in  its  Centre,  and  attend  only  to  this  Idea  of  its  Centre. 
It  would  however  be  ahfurd  for  me  to  conclude  that  the 
Nature  and  Effence  of  Body  conffls  in  Gravity  only. 
Beftdes,  zve  do  not  know  all  that  is  in  this  Body, 
a!  leaf,  we  cannot  demonjlrate  thefe  Notions  of ours. 
Therefore  ice  do  not  certainly  know  hew  it  is  conftitut- 
ed  ;  and  tbo'  we  perceive  not  above  [even  or  eight  At- 
tributes, yet  can  we  not  affurc  our  [elves  that  it  hath 
none  others,  without  which  its  Exiftcuce  would  be  as 
impojjiiue  as  without  tbofe  feven  or  eight  which  are 
known  to  us.  If  the  Nature  of  a  Thing  conftfts  of 
thirty  Attributes  ncceffary  and  infeparable,  and  ten  of 
thefe  foc-uld  he  taken  aivay.it  would  be  ridiculous  in  us  to 
fuppofe  we  fill  had  that  thing  which  abfolutely  required 
thirty.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  another  Thing  which 
abfolutely  requires  a  left er  Number  of  Attributes  to  form 
its  Exiftence.  It  is  the  fame  thing  with  refpeel  to  Body  ; 
of  which,  as  we  cannot  demonftrate  that  we  know  all 
its  Attributes,  it  is  alfi  impofftble  that  we  jhould  pre- 
cifely  know  what  confiitutes  its  Effence. 

You  fee  then,  Moneeca,  that  there  are  very  ftrong 
Reafuns  againtt  the  pretended  Certainty  of  the 
Cartefians,  with  refpe£fc  to  the  EfTence  of  Matter. 
Now  if  it  be  true  that  Men  are  uncertain  as  to  the 
Nature  of  Bodies,  why  fhould  they  flatter  them- 
felves  that  they  have  clear  and  did incl  Notions  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Soul?   Mght  not  Locke  very  well  fay 

Vol.  IV.  N  to 
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to  the  Cartefians,  Before  you  perfitade 'your/elves  that 
you  ought  to  define  the  Effence  of  Matter  by  Extenfiony 
and  that  of  the  Soul  by  aclual  Thought,  becaufe  you 
cannot  Imagine  any  corporeal  Thing  zuithout  Extenfton, 
cr  any  fpi ritual  Being  ivilhout  the  Faculty  of  Thinking; 
Jlay  till  you  are  clearly  informed  as  to  all  the  different 
Attributes  which  are  absolutely  neceffary  to  thefe  diffe- 
rent SuhftanceSy  that  you  may  not  allow  a  fwgle  Attri- 
bute to  be  the  EJfence  of  a  Things  which  it  ?nay  be  re- 
quires  thirty ,  of  which  you  are  ignorant ■,  aud  yet  ne- 
verthelefs,  they  are  abfolutely  neceffary  as  to  its  Ex- 
i/lence.  You  believe,  or  at  lea/l  you  would  perfitade 
others  that  you  believe  that  you  are  certain,  in  the  No- 
tions you  have  of  the  EJfence  of  fpiritual  and  material 
Beings ;  yet  one  may  very  rcajcnably  fay  that  you  are 
Jo  far  from  knowing  the  Nature  of  thefe  Sub/lances, 
that  you  are  abfolutely  ignorant  wherein  confifts  the 
Difference  between  them. 

I  don't  know,  my  Friend,  whether  ever  you 
have  taken  notice  of  what  Locke  wifely  objects  to 
the  Cartefians,  on  the  Subject  of  Man's  Ignorance 
as  to  the  E  {Fence  of  the  human  Soul.  "  We  have, 
"  fays  he,  the  Ideas  of  Matter  and  Thinking,  but 
44  poffibly  mall  never  be  able  to  know  whether  any 
"  mere  material  Being  thinks  or  no,  it  being  im- 
cC  poffible  for  us,  by  the  Contemplation  of  our  own 
"  Ideas,  without  Revelation,  to  difcover  whether 
"  Omnipotency  has  not  given  to  fome  Syflems  of 
<£  Matter  fitly  difpofed,  a  Power  to  perceive  and 
<c  think;  or  elfe  joined  and  fixed  to  Matter  (o  dif- 
44  pofed  a  thinking  immaterial  Subflance  ;  it  being 
"  in  refptct.  of  our  Notions,  not  much  more  re- 
"  mote  from  our  Comprehenfion  to  conceive  that 
"  God  can,  if  he  pleafes,  fuperadd  to  Matter  a 
cc  Faculty  of  thinking,  than  that  he  fhould  fuper- 
46  add  to  it  another  Subflance  with   a  Faculty  of 

46  thinking For  fince  we  muft  allow  God  has 

2  annexed 
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cc  annexed  Effects  to  Motion,  which  we  can  no 
<e  way  conceive  Motion  able  to  produce,  what 
"  Reafon  have  we  to  conclude  that  he  could  not 
<{  order  them,  as  well  to  be  produced  in  a  Subject 
"  we  cannot  conceive  capable  of  them,  as  well  as 
"  in  a  Subject  we  cannot  conceive  the  Motion  of 
"   Matter  can  any  way  operate  upon  ?" 

Before  it  is  defined  that  the  Soul  always  thinks, 
and  that  it  is  contrary  to  its  EfTence  to  remain  fome- 
times  altogether  (inactive  while  the  Body  fleeps,  the 
Cartcjians  ought  to  (hew  us,  not  only  full  Anftvers 
to  Lockers  Objections,  but  alfo  that  we  are  under  no 
kind  of  Uncertainty  as  to  the  Nature  of  the  Soui. 
If  they  cannot  demonftratively  prove  that  it  is  not 
material,  which  they  cannot  do,  becaufe  they  are 
ignorant  of  its  Nature,  what  do  they  mean  by  de- 
fining its  EHence,  and  founding  all  their  Reafdnmgs 
upon  that  ram  Definition  ?  Dr.  Stilliftgfteet  would 
have  perfuaded  Locke,  that  the  Neceflity  Of  the  Soul's 
being  fpiritual  might  be  demonftrated,  and  that  the 
giving  to  Matter  a  Power  of  thinking  was  impof- 
M  fible,  even  to  God.  To  the  old  Regions  of  the 
Cartefiam,  he  added  fome  new  ones.  You  mav  find 
a  clear  Detail  of  this  whole  Difpute  in  the  Notes  to 
the  ElFay  on  Human  Understanding.  The  Engiijh 
Philofopher  fays  to  his  Adveifiry,  "  Our  Idea  of 
"  Matter  in  general  being  a  folid  Subftance,  and 
"  our  Idea  of  a  Body  a  folid,  extended,  figured 
"  Subitance;  you  pretend,  ifl  admit  Matter  "to  be 
"  capable  of  thinking,  I  confound  the  Idea  of  Mat- 
"  ter  with  the  Idea  of  a  Spirit ;  to  which  I  anfwer. 
"  No,  no  more  than  I  confound  the  Idea  of  Mat- 
14  ter  with  the  Idea  of  a  Horfe,  when  I  Uy,  that 
••  Matter  in  general  is  a  folid  extended  Subfrance, 
"  and  that  a  Horfe  is  a  material  Animal,  or  an  ex- 
"  tended  folid  Subitance  with  Senfe  and  fpontane- 
"  ous  Motion.  The  Idea  of  Matter  is  an  extended 
N    2  «    folid 
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<;  folid  Subftance;  wbere-ever  there  is  fuch  a  Sub- 
"  fiance  there  is  Matter,  and  the  EfTence  of  Mat- 
<c  ter,  whatever  other  Qualities,  not  contained  in 
•'  that  Subftance,  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to  fuperadd  to 
ii  it.  For  Example,  God  creates  an  extended  (o- 
**  Jid  Subftance,  without  the  fuperadding  any  thing 
"  elfe  to  it ;  and  fo  we  may  confider  it  at  reft:  to 
Ci  fome  Parts  of  it  he  fuperadds-Motion,  but  it  has 
"  itill  the  EfTence  of  Matter  ;  other  Parts  of  it  he 
"  frames  into  Plants,  with  all  the  Excellencies  of 
«  Vegetation,  Life,  and  Beauty,  which  is  to  be 
"  found  in  a  Rofe,  or  a  Peach-Tree,  above  the 
"  EfTence  of  Matter  in  general ;  but  it  is  ftill  Mat- 
*'  ter:  to  other  Parts,  he  adds  Senfe  and  fpontane- 
44  ous  Motion,  and  thofe  other  Properties  that  are 
44  to  be  found  in  an  Elephant.  All  this  is  allow 'd  ; 
44  but  if  one  ventures  to  go  a  Step  farther,  and  fay, 
"  God  may  give  to  Matter,  Thought,  Reafon, 
iC  and  the  Power  of  Willing,  as  well  as  Senfe  and 
"  fpontaneous  Motion,  there  are  Men  ready  pre- 
44  fently  to  limit  the  Power  of  the  omnipotent 
4<  Creator  *."  To  thefe  Objections,  dear  Mon- 
ceca^  Dr.  Stillingfieet  could  oppofe  nothing  that  was 
reafonable.  He  had  Recourfe'to  general  Terms, 
which  had  been  over  and  over  examined,  and  in- 
vincibly refuted.  Let  us  acknowledge  them  frank- 
ly, that  we  know  nothing  of  the  Soul.  We  know 
that  in  Men  awake  it  always  thinks,  but  whether 
it  hath  any  Perceptions  while  we  are  afleep,  is  a 
Thing  we  never  can  be  clear  in. 

As  to  what  you  fay  of  the  fudden  Lofs  of  Thought 
which  Men  daily  perceive  when  they  are  awake,  it 
can,  by  no  means,  be  compared  with  thofe  into 
which  the  Soul    falls,  in  cafe   it   were  certain  it 

*  Lo M's  Effiy  on  Human  Underflaniing,  Book  IV. 
Chap.  iii. 

2  thought 
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thought  while  we  flept.  For  a  Man  awake,  who 
forgets  fomething  which  was  in  his  Head  a  Moment 
before,  remembers  he  thought,  though  he  cannot 
recollect  of  what,  becaufe  his  Mind  is  diftracted  by- 
other  Ideas ;  he  retains,  however,  a  certain  Con- 
viction and  perfect  Remembrance  that  he  h.id  fome 
Perceptions,  whereas  a  Maji  who  has  flept  all  Night, 
wakes  the  next  Morning  without  knowing  that  his 
Mind  perceived  any  Idea  whatfoever.  One  ought 
to  regard  fuch  Slips  in  a  Mm,  who  is  awake,  as  the 
Confeqaence  of  a  continual  Circulation  of  Ideas.  It 
is  not  reaf  nahle  therefore,  to  explain  af\er  this 
manner,  that  Ignorance  in  which  the  Soul  appears 
to  be  on  the  waking  of  the  B'idy,  as  to  all  the  fine 
Thoughts  with  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
occupied.  Had  not  then  Locke  Reafon  to  fay,  Wake 
a  Man  out  of  a  deep  Sleeps  and  ask  him  what  he  was 
thinking  of.  If  he  knew  not  that  he  had  been  thinkings 
he  mufi  be  a  very  e.y'rcordinary  Perfon  to  affert  that 
he  never  ceafed  to  think*  Might  not  one  zvith  more 
Reafon  affirm  that  he  had  not  flept  ?  This  is  beyond 
all  doubt,  a  Matter  out  of  the  reach  of  Philofophy  ; 
and  there  is  nothing  but  an  cxprefs  Revelation  could 
difcovcr  to  another  that  certain  Thoughts  pafjed  in  ?ny 
Soul,  though  I  did  not  d'f cover  them  mifelf.  Thej'e 
People  mufi  certainly  have  very  piercing  Eyes  to  difcern 
certainly  thai  I  think,  while  I  mvf elf  cannot  perceive 
it,  and  cyprefsly  declare  as  much.  What  isflillmore 
remarkable,  thefe  fame  Eyes,  which  fee  more  in  me 
than  I  fee  in  myfelf,  can  alfo  perceive  that  Dogs  and 
Elephants  do  not  think,  though  thefe  Animals  give  us 
all  imaginable  DcmoYifl rations  of  their  thinking  except 
telling  us  as  much. 

As  to  Dreams,  dear  Monceca,  which  you  fancy  fa- 
vour  your  Sentiment,  take  care  that  it  does  not  over- 
turn it,    for  it  feems  that  they  are  evident  Proofs  that 
when  theSoul  does  think  in  our  Sleep  we  are  fenfible  of 
N   7  it; 
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»t  ;  and  that  it  cannot  think  at  all,  but  the  whole 
human  Machine  mufr.  be  fenfible  thereof.  I  agree 
with  you  as  to  the  Inutility  of  Dreams,  but  then 
they  are  occaficned  by  fecond  Caufes:  They  are 
occafion'd  by  certain  Motions  in  the  Brain  during 
our  S!ecp.  Their  Inutility  therefore  cannot  excufe 
ijiat  of  the  pretended  Power  of  Thinking  in  the 
Soul,  which  it  mutt  derive  immediately  from  God, 
iince  it  cannot  be  produced  by  any  Pam'ons  of  the 
Body,  oxherwife  it  would  have  Knowledge  of  them, 
as  this  Ser.fibility  in  Dreams  clearly  proves.  Loch 
then  had  Reafon  to  fay  that  Nature  makes  nothing 
in  vain,  and  that  it  is  by  00  means  likely  that  the 
Soul  fhould  have  a  Faculty  of  employing  itfelf  about 
ufeiefs  Thoughts  while  the  Body  is  aflecp.  Read 
over  again  with  Attention,  dear  Monceca,  all  that 
Lode  has  fa  id  in  fupport  of  his  Sentiment,  and  I 
am  perfuaded  you  will  never  more  accufe  him  of 
being  too  decifive. 

Adieu  my  Friend,  live  content  and  happy. 

Cairo. 


LETTER     CLV. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is,  Car  alt  e^ 

heretofore  a  Rabbi  at  Con  flan  tinople. 

tTp  H  E   Englijhy  dear   Ifeac,    are  very   nice  Ob- 

-**     fcrvers  of  their  Laws,   they  follow   the   Text 

itrclly,   without   feeking  Explications   which   may 

elude  them,  or  under  Pretence  of  entring  into  the 

Idea. 
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Idea  of  the  Legillator,  converting  the  Study  of  their 
Laws  into  an  arbitrary  Science.  The  Courts  where- 
in Juftice  is  distributed,  are  never  in  the  lead  doubt, 
whether  fuch  a  Crime  is  to  be  punifhed  in  fuch  a 
manner.  It  is  the  Care  of  the  Judges  only  to  dif- 
cover  whether  the  Party  accufcd  be  really  guilty. 
This  once  decided,  the  Law  fpeaks  the  Penalty  of 
its  Tranfgreflion.  In  England  the  Judge  only  re- 
ports the  Procefs ;  the  Law  itfelf  is,  properly  (peak- 
ing,  the  Judge. 

One  cannot,  my  Friend,  fufficiently  approve  a 
Practice  fo  prudent  and  fo  judicious.  Whatever 
Probity  Men  may  be  endow'd  with,  who  arc  placed 
in  the  Seats  of  Juftice,  it  is  expedient  to  limit  their 
Dccifions,  and  not  to  leave  it  in  their  Breads  to 
punifh  or  to  leave  unpuniihed,  as  they  think  fir, 
ihofe  who  come  befcre  than.  The  Heart  of 
is  the  Seat  of  (b  many  PaiTions,  and  his  Undemand- 
ing is  fo  often  the  Dupe  of  his  Prejudices,  that  it  is 
next  to  an  Im portability  he  fhould  not  err  whenever 
be  acls  without  Reftraint.  If  Judges  did  not  need 
Direction,  written  Laws  had  never  been  compiled  ; 
but  all  Things  had  been  left  to  the  Underftandings 
of  the  Judges.  But  it  was  juftly  apprehended,  that 
Judges  might  act  like  Men,  even  in  difcharge  of 
their  Offices,  and  fee  Things  through  fuch  Milts  of 
Paflion  as  might  change  their  Form  and  Figure,  or 
difguife  them  at  leait. 

lam  very  fenfible,  my  Friend,  that  a  rigid  Ob- 
fervance  of  Laws  may  fometimes  create  MifchiefV, 
for  which  there  can  be  no  Remedies.  I  know  too, 
that  there  are  Cafes  wherein  it  might  be  juftly 
wifVd  that  we  might  interpret  the  Will  of  the  Le- 
giflator,  fo  as  to  give  it  a  more  or  lefs  extended 
Senfe.  But  I  know  too,  that  if  fuch  a  Liberty  as 
this  might  be  in  fomc  Cafes  ufeful  to  private  Per- 
fons,  it  would  not  however  fail  to  become  dangerous, 
N  4  and 
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and  even  fatal  to  the  Publick.  It  would  accuftom 
the  Judges  to  arbitrary  Decifions,  and  open  a  Gate 
to  a  thoufand  Inconveniences,  which  would  not 
fail  to  enter.  But  when  a  general  Rule  is  efta- 
blifh'd,  we  feek  not  the  Good  of  two  or  three  Per- 
form, but  of  the  far  greater  Part  of  the  Society  *. 
Seneca,  fpeaking  of  the  Roman  Laws  about  infol- 
vent  Debtors,  which  made  no  Diftin&ion  between 
fuch  as  grew  infolvent  through  inevitable  Accidents, 
and  thole,  who  by  Gaming  and  Debauchery,  drew 
their  Punimments  juftly  upon  them;  obferves  roundly, 
that  it  is  better  a  few  mould  run  the  Rifque  of  lofing 
the  Benefit  of  a  juft  Excufe,  rather  than  Room  be 
left  for  all  the  World  to  avoid  paying,  or  fuffering 
for  Nonpayment  by  fetting  up  fpecious  Pretences  f. 
It  is  fufficient,  dear  Ifaac>  to  compel  our  Appro- 
bation of  this  wife  Cuftom,  to  fubmit  entirely  and 
without  Referve  to  the  Laws,  that  Reafon  and  Ex^- 
perience  (hew  this  Cuftom  is  more  beneficial  to  the 
Publick  than  that  which  leaves  an  arbitrary  Autho- 
rity to  the  Judges.  For  as  nobody  pretends  to 
deubt,  that  Men  in  general  need  fome  Support  to 
prevent  their  giving  way  to  their  Paflions  ;  fo,  as 
Judges  are  not  Angels,  they  want  Supports  as  well 
as  other  Men:    and  this  they  may  find  by  a  Heady 

*  Nulla  Lex  fatis  commoda  omnibus  eft :  id  modo  qute- 
ritur  ft  majori  Parti  Cff  in  fummam  prodeft.  Tit.  Livius. 
lib    XXXiV.   cap.   iii.  num.    i. 

\  Quid  tu  tarn  imprudent es  judical  majores  noftros  fu- 
Jjje,  ut  non  intedigerent,  iniquijfimum  ejje  eodem  loco  ba- 
ttri  eum  qui  Pecuniam,  quam  a  Crtditore  aceeperat,  Li- 
bidine  aut  Aled  abfumpjit,  Cif  eum  qui  Incendio,  aut  La- 
trocinio,  aut  aliquo  Coj'u  triftiore,  alur.a  cum  fuis perdidit  ? 
Nul/am  Excufationem  reeeperunt,  ut  Homines  fcirent  Fidem 
uiique  praflandam.  Satius  enim  erat  a  paucis  etiam  juft  am 
Excufationem  non  accipi,  quam  ah  omnibus  ajiquam  tentari. 
Seneca  de  Benehciis,  Lib.  VII.  cap.xvi. 

Adherence 
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Adherence  to  tie  Laws,  which  will  alike  prevent 
their  Hearts  from  being  feduced,  or  their  Under- 
ftandings  impofed  on. 

From  this  Neceftity  of  yielding  a  precife  Obe- 
dience to  the  Will  of  the  Legislators,  there  flows  a 
need  of  having  no  Laws  in  force,  but  what  are 
flriclly  equitable  and  jufl.  Whenever,  through  a 
Change  of  Times  and  Circumftances,  Laws,  which 
were  once  wife  and  falutary,  become  of  another 
Nature,  there  is  a  Neceflity  of  refcinding  and  making 
them  void.  There  cannot  be  a  more  dangerous 
Error  for  a  State,or  one  more  capable  of  difturbing 
the  publick  Tranquillity,  than  the  Refpecl  which, 
fome  Nations  afFecl:  to  pay  to  certain  whimfical 
and  ridiculous  Laws,  and  the  Memories  of  thofe 
who  made  them.  One  would  imagine,  that  they 
were  not  Men  but  Deities  who  inilituted  thefe  per- 
petuated Cufloms ;  and  that  being  revealed  to 
them,  who  yield  to  them,  as  the  Contents  of  our 
facred  Scriptures  were  to  us,  they  ftood  in  awe  of 
their  Indignation  who  gave  them,  in  cafe  they 
broke  through  them.  Unhappy  Confequences  of 
Prejudices  embraced  in  our  Infancy,  whereby  a 
whole  Society  is  facrificed  to  an  Impertinence  infert- 
ed  in  the  written  Law,  or  ingrafted  into  a  Body  of 
old  Cuftoms ! 

We  fhould  have  much  lefoRcfpecl:  for  Legislators 
if  we  reflected  that  there  is  fcarce  one  of  them, 
even  amongfl:  the  mod  knowing  or  illuftrious,  who 
has  not  introduced  ibmc-thing  extravagant  or  ridi- 
culous, or  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  ftricl  Morality 
and  Humanity  at  lead.  Lycurgus  ordain'd,  by  the 
Laws  he  gave  to  Sparta,  that  young  Women  mould 
wreftle  ftark- naked  before  Men,  and  that  they 
fhould  dance  before  them  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
fing  certain  Songs.  This  Legislator,  in  the  infci- 
tution  of  this  extravagant  Cuftom,  had  in  view  the 
N  5  giving 


274  The  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  155. 

giving  Strength  to  the  young  Women's  Bodies  that 
they  might  bring  forth  ftrong  healthy  Children,  and 
feel  lefs  Inconveniency  injChild-bearing.  Such  a  Me- 
thod of  rendering  Women  robuft  was  not  to  be  prac- 
tifed,  without  bidding  Adieu  to  all  Senfe  of  Shame 
or  Decency  ;  or  muft  not  a  Man  have  banifh'd  from 
his  Thoughts  all  the  Rules  of  good  Manners  and 
of  natural  Modefty,  before  he  could  think  of  intro- 
ducing a  Cuftom  fo  inevitably  deftructive  of  them  ? 
The  Pagans  themfelves,  in  the  midft  of  the  Impieties 
and  Darknefs  of  their  Religion,  could  not  avoid 
difcovering  how  contrary  this  infamous  Law  was 
to  good  Manners.  In  the  Andromache  of  Euripides^ 
Peleus  attributes  the  Loofenefs  of  Helena  entirely  to 
her  being  educated  at  Sparta.  It  is  not  in  the  Power 
«/*  Spartan  Ladies,  fays  he,  to  be  mode  ft  if  they  would  ; 
they  come  out  of  their  Parents  Honfes  with  Petticoats 
through  which  their  Limbs  are  vijible.  They  run  and 
wreftle  with  the  young  Men  ;  which  I  cannot  fuffer . 
After  this,  are  you  ajlonifo  d  that  thefe  IVomen  are 
debauched  one  and  all*  ?  This  PafTage  from  a  Greek 

"  ■    '    Qvq  a.v,   It    @ov?\ono  riq, 
A)  \vv  vsoicnv   I  ti^rt^accci  co[Ab>;, 

Tv[A'J0i'<7k     lAYQo7q,      ttj     TPSTTAZiq     Uilii[A.eVCi<;, 

AofA8(;    fuja,\yA<r?c:%  r    ax.   avacryj-aq  eftoj, 
Kftiwg    t'xHc-i  narcc  Bocv^u^nv  yj?iuv, 
El   yy/i  ywouxuq  cru(pfQitzq  Gtpa&sveze. 

•  Neque,  Ji  njelit   all  qua 
Puella  S part  ana,  pojjit  ejfe  cajla  • 
i^ua",  relinquentes  Domos,   cum  Jwvenilus, 
Nudis  Femoribus,   iff  Tunicis  laxatis, 
Curfus,  iff  Paleflras,  non  tolerandas  mi  hi, 
Communes  habent.      Deinde  an  mirari  vportet, 
Si  non  educatis  Mulieres  cafas? 

Euripides,  Andiom.  Ver.  598.  p.  5 19, 

Poet, 
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Poet,  which  fo  juftly  condemns  that  Debauchery 
which  Lycurgus  had  eftablifhed  on  fuch  falfc  and  ri- 
diculous Pretences,  is  an  evident  Proof  that  Probity 
and  Modefty  have  found  Advocates,  even  amongft 
Nations  whofe  eftablifh'd  Religions  were  impious, 
and  but  too  favourable  to  thcMotions  of  the  PalTions. 
Virtue,  fky$ a Nazartne  Father,  tuas  refpecled,  even 
where  Debauchery  bore  the  Sway  *.  May  we  not 
with  Reafon  ftand  amazed,  that  fuch  as  took  upon 
them  the  Care  of  Mankind,  and  the  prefcribing  to 
them  Laws,  mould  neverthelefs  be  more  deficient, 
in  refpeel  to  a  Senfe  of  Shame  and  good  Manners, 
than  private  Men  ? 

The  Errors  of  ancient  Lawgivers  ought  to  ferve 
as  Cautions  to  fuch  as  have,  in  thefe  Days,  the 
Power  of  altering  or  refunding  Laws.  They  mould 
be  hindered,  by  confidering  of  them,  from  having 
any  Prejudices  in  favour  of  fuch  as  have  been  en- 
acted by  their  Anceitors,  fo  as  to  doubt  of  the  Ex- 
pediency of  repealing  them,  whenever  they  are 
found  either  ufelefs  or  dangerous.  Is  it  not  ridicu- 
lous to  have  more  Refpecl:,  either  for  a  Man  or  for 
a  Cuftom,  becaufe  the  Man  has  been  dead,  or  the 
Cuftom  efhblifhed  five  hundred  Years,  than  if  the 
Perfon  was  now  living,  or  the  Cuftom  juft  infti- 
tuted  ?  If  we  were  once  agreed  on  this  Principle, 
it  would  be  eafy  to  {hew  that  fuch  as  are  charged 
with  the  Care  of  fuperintending  the  Laws  of  fcveral 
Nations,  would  find  enough  to  point  out  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  abrogated,  and  to  diitinguiih  the  Good 
from  the  Bad. 

*  Tanta  Vis  eji  Probitatis  Iff   Caflitatls,   ut  otnnis>  <vel 
fene  omnis^  ejus   Laude   ?no<veatur  Humana    Natura  ;    nee 
ufruc  adeo  Jit  Turpitudihe  vien/a,   ut  tot  urn  amittat  Senfum 
lionejiatis.      Auguft.  de  Civic   Dei,  Lib.  II.  cap.  xxvi. 
P-    255. 

N  6  Lycurgus 
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Lycurgus  had  efrablifh'd  in  Sparta  a  Senate  com- 
peted of  twenty-eight  Perfons,  who  balanced  and 
kept  within  Bounds  the  Power  of  their  Monarchs. 
Ariftotle  cenfures  the  Conflruction  of  this  Senate,  be- 
caufe  the  Members  were  for  Life.  The  Mind,  fays 
he,  grovjs  old  as  zue/l  as  the  Body  ;  it  is  unjujl  to  com- 
mit the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  our  Countrymen  to  Juch 
as  may  become  incapable  of  preferring  them. 

Plato  could  by  on  means  approve  what  Lycurgus 
had  ordain'd,  as  to  throwing  into  a  certain  Pool  at 
the  Foot  of  Mount  Tagetcs  fuch  Children  as  were 
born  ill-fhaped,  tender,  or  with  anv  kind  of  De- 
fect. 

Ariflotle,  on  the  contrary,  praifes  this  unnatural 
Cruelty,  which  ought  rather  to  be  exercifed  by 
wild  Beafts  than  by  Men.  As  to  Children,  who 
{hould  be  bred  up  or  expofed,  that  Philofopher  fays, 
the  Law  ought  to  provide  againft  the  bringing  up 
fuch  as  are  imperfect,  or  any  ways  maim'd  in  their 
Limbs:  and  that  in  fuch  Places  as  the  Laws  of  the 
Country  would  not  permit  of  this,  another  Expe- 
dient, which  he  mentions,  fhould  be  pra&ifed. 

After  reading  a  Proportion  fo  abfurd,  fo  cruel, 
2nd  fo  apparently  repugnant  to  Humanity,  ought 
we  blindly  to  adopt  Laws  made  by  Men,  who  are 
held  ever  fo  much  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  their  Spe- 
cies, on  account  of  the  Strength  of  their  Under- 
standings ?  Happy,  my  Friend,  is  the  Nation  where 
the  Laws  are  inviolably  adhered  to  ;  and  where, 
at  the  fame  time,  none  are  received  but  what  are 
founded  in  Virtue,  Prudence,  and  Probity  !  That 
which,  in  too  many  Countries,  gives  the  Judges 
room  to  raife  themfelves  above  the  Laws,  to  attri- 
bute to  themfelves  a  kind  of  defpotic  Authority, 
and  in  criminal  Matters  efpecially,  to  erect  -a  kind 
of  arbitrary  Jurifdi&ion,  is  the  vifible  Flaws  in  the 
written  Laws  of  thofe  Nations.     As  they  have  it 

not 
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not  in  their  Powers  either  to  alter  or  abrogate  thole 
Laws,  they  take  this  Method  of  explaining  them 
to  their  Fancy  ;  and  this,  afcer  a  hundred  different 
Methods,  according  as  they  apprehend  a  Variety  of 
Cafes  may  require.  In  all  thefe  different  Explica- 
tions, they  very  often  miftake  the  Motions  of  their 
Paflions  for  impreffions  of  Juftice  ;  and  if  at  any 
time  they  fave  thereby  feme  innocent  Perfons,  it 
is  probable  they  free  as  many  who  are  guilty. 

I  return,  dear  Ifcwc,  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Er.glifl)  adminifter  Juftice.  It  is  wife,  prudent,  and 
worthy  the  Imitation  of  all  other  Nations.  "When- 
ever they  perceive  a  Law  to  be  wanting,  they  enact 
it;  and  take  care  to  execute  it  ft  r  icily,  till  they  fee 
Caufe  to  abrogate  it.  If,  in  procefs  of  Time,  they 
perceive  it  to  be  hurtful,  they  do  not  endeavour  to 
elude  it  by  Explications,  but  repeal  it.  From  an 
Appreheniion  of  introducing  this  pernicious  Cuftom, 
of  leaving  Judges  at  Liberty  to  follow  their  Caprices 
in  Matters  of  Life,  or  even  of  the  Properties  of  their 
Fellow  Citizens,  in  (lead  of  granting  an  unlimited 
Authority  to  Magiftrates,  the  Englijh  allow  their 
Kings  to  be  only  Protectors  of  the  Laws,  and  not 
Tyrants. 

Adieu,  dear  Ijaac,  live  content  and  happy  ;  r.n.l 
may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  cover  thee  with  BIcl- 
fijigs. 

London, 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER      CLVI. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis,  Caraite, 
formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conflantinople. 

'"p  H  E  flrange  Humours,  dear  Ifaac9  which  I  have 
A  obferv'd  in  the  Nations  through  which  I  have 
rambled;  thofe  Errors  and  Prejudices  which,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  blind  Mankind,  have  obliged  me  to 
reReR  ferioufly  on  the  bad  State  of  Morality  among 
the  Europeans.  They  are  thoroughly  perfuaded  that 
the  Maxims  they  follow  are  more  conformable  to 
Reafon,  and  the  Nature  of  Things,  than  are  thofe 
of  the  Africans  and  Afiaticks.  However,  when  we 
nicely  examine  their  Sentiments,  efpecially  fuch  as 
are  founded  on  the  Authority  of  their  Divines,  we 
eafily  difcover  that  they  are  as  wide  of  Juftice  and 
Equity  as  thofe  of  the  Cannibals^  or  any  other  Sa- 
vages. 

We  need  not  be  aftonifh'd  that  People  do  not 
perceive  Errors  in  which  they  are  grown  up,  and 
of  which  they  grow  every  Day  more  and  more  per- 
fuaded. They  cover  them  with  a  Veil  of  Religion 
and  Piety ;  and  thus  they  render  them  venerable. 
They  believe  that  they  ferve  God  in  digrefling  from 
the  Rules  of  Morality.  How  then  fhouid  we  won- 
der at  fuch  Digreflions  ? 

The  firft  Nazarene  Doclors,  whom  they  com- 
monly call  the  Apoftles,  preach'd  a  Doclrine  fo 
conformable  to  Equity,   and  of  fuch  high  Ufe  to 

Society, 
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Society,  that  their  greateft  Adverfaries  acknowledge 
their  moral  Precepts  to  be  infinitely  fuperior  to  thofe 
of  the  wifeft  Philofophers  among  the  Ancients.  Our 
Rabbi's  themfelves  readily  admit,  that  if  the  Naza- 
renes  followed  exactly  the  fundamental  Principles  of 
their  Syftem  of  Morals,  they  would  be  obliged  to 
efteem  them  as  Men  every  way  more  worthy  of 
Praife  than  Socrates  himfelf.  But  unfortunately  for 
them,  and  ftill  more  fo  for  us,  they  have  entirely 
abandon'd  the  Sentiments  of  their  firft  Doctors ; 
and  their  Morality  at  this  Day,  is  a  kind  of  politi- 
cal Patchwork,  wherein  they  have  endeavour'd  to 
perferve  fome  outward  Refemblance  of  their  true 
and  ancient  Syftem. 

It  feems  to  me,  dear  Jfaac^  that  Men  are  born  to 
be  the  Dupes  of  all  fuch  as  pretend  to  inftrucl  them 
for  their  own  Good,  and  yet  really  intend  to  ftrve 
their  private  Interefts  thereby  :  Two  hundred  Years 
after  thefe  firft  Nazarenc  Doctors  had  open'd  the 
Eyes  of  their  Difciples,  and  taught  them  the  Rules 
of  exacl  Equity,  a  Set  of  Divines  fprung  up,  who 
made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  deftroy  what  the  others 
had  built  up*.  Among  thefe  there  was  one  0/7- 
geny  a  Man  of  a  dark  and  gloomy  Temper,  who 
was  for  pufhing  Things  to  Extremity.  His  Humour 
carried  him  fo  far  as  to  make  him  the  firft  Viclim 
of  the  Whimficalnefs  of  his  own  Ideas.  For  in  x 
ftrong  Fit  of  Enthufiafm,  he  call  rated  himfelf,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  inftrucl:  Women  in  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Religion,  without  running  any  rifque  of 
yielding  to  Temptation. 

Tertullian  departed  ftill  farther  from  the  Rules  of 
true  Morality.  He  publifh'd  and  maintain'd  Opi- 
nions  which   abfolutely    overturn'd   all    Rule    and 

*  See  the  fecond  Part  of  The  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Re- 
public!: of  Letters,  in  which  our  Author  treats  amply  of 
the  Fathers  of  the  Church. 

Order 
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Order  in  States:  He  pretended  that  a  Nazarcne 
could  not  in  Confcienee  execute  the  Office  of  a 
Judge,  damning  all  Magiftrates  without  Reftriction, 
and  infinuating,  that  to  be  an  Emperor,  and  remain 
a  Chriftian,  was  impracticable. 

Thefe  ftrft  Errors,  fo  contrary  to  found  Morality, 
were  quickly  increafed  by  new  ones,  invented  and 
publifhed  by  other  Doctors ;  each  Age  produced  an 
Author,  who  fapped  fome  efTential  Point  of  that  e- 
quitable  Syftem  which  the  firfl  Nazarene  Doctors 
had  eftablifhed  :  For  tho'  thefe  Writers  were  Men 
of  Genius,  Learning  and  Merit,  they  neverthelefs 
gave  way  to  the  impetuous  Motions  of  their  refpec- 
tive  Tempers,  and  became  the  firft  Dupes  of  their 
own  Paflions.  In  the  time  when  the  Ariam  had  the 
Emperors  on  their  Side,  Gregory  Nazianzen  declaim- 
ed againft  all  Perfections  ;  he  preached  warmly  for 
Toleration,  and  maintain'd,  that  only  gentle  Me- 
thods were  to  be  made  ufe  of  to  perfuade  the  Minds 
of  Men.  But  when  on  the  Death  of  an  Emperor, 
his  SucceiTor  proved  no  Favourer  of  Arianifm.  the 
fame  Gregory  wrote  a  Letter  to  Neftarius,  exhorting 
him  to  reprefent  to  the  Emperor,  that  Piety  and  Re- 
ligion demanded  he  fhould  not  permit  the  Hereticks 
to  aflembie,  or  (hew  any  kind  of  Regard  to  the  Pri- 
vileges which  had  been  granted  them.  So  far  was 
this  Nazarene  Doctor  from  preaching  a  Morality  as 
pure  as  that  of  the  firft  Founders  of  this  Religion, 
that  his  Doctrines  fell  infinitely  below  thofe  of  the 
Pagan  Philofophers,  who  ail  acknowledged,  that 
that  Fidelity,  which  coniifls  in  Sincerity,  and  m 
maintaining  one's  Word,  is  the  Foundation  of  all 
Juftice  *. 

This 

*  Tundamenium  eft  autem  cJ:iJlities  Fides  ;  id  eft  Diftorum 
Cowventorumque  Conjiantia  Cif  Veritas,  Cicero  de  OfS- 
ciis,  Libr.  I.  Cap.  VII. 
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This  Gregory  was  not  the  only  one  amongfl  thofe 
which  the  Nazarenes  called  the  Fathers*  who  flip- 
ported  Errors  directly  contrary  to  right  Reafon,  and 
dangerous  to  publkk  Tranquillity.  Aujlin,  a  Man 
truly  illufhious,  and  of  a  fublime  and  quick  Wit, 
but  vain,  hafty,  and  of  an  extravagant  Temper, 
wrote  at  firftwith  Moderation  and  Prudence  againft 
the  Donatijls,  who  were  his  Adverfaries ;  but  at  lair, 
the  Warmth  of  his  Genius  carried  him  away.  From 
that  Moment  the  Philofopher  vanifhed,  and  the 
controverfial  Divine  appeared  in  his  true  Light:  He 
then  began  to  maintain,  loudly  and  openly,  that  it 
was  neceflary  to  perfecute,  deftroy,  and  extermi- 
nate fuch  as  are  called  Hereticks ;  and  for  this  Doc- 
trine he  juftly  deftrves  the  Title  of  the  Patriarch  of 
Per fecutors.  He  even  dared  to  advance,  that  wc 
are  not  bound  to  keep  Faith  with  Hereticks,  becaufe 
all  Things  belong  to  the  Faithful  by  divine  Right ; 
and  there  is  nothing  unto  which  Hereticks  can  have 
any  legal  Title.  In  this  manner,  this  red-hot  Afri- 
can eftabl idled  it  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  Contracts 
made  by  Nazarenes  with  Men  of  other  Religions, 
were  to  continue  in  force  till  fuch  Time  only  as  they 
had  the  Power  of  violating  them.  How  much  more 
pure  is  the  Moralty  of  Cicero  ?  Fraud,  fays  the 
Roman  Philofopher,  aggravates,  injiead of  excufmg 
Perjury  *. 

It  was  not  only  in  their  religious  Difputes,  that 
the  Fathers,  or  Nazarene  Divines,  fubvertcd  moral 
Principles.  They  fometimes  abufed  certain  Paflages 
taken  from  our  facred  Scriptures,  in  order  to  autho- 
rize their  own  erroneous  Opinions.  Ambro[e,  in  ex- 
plaining thePfalm,  wherein  David  fays  that  he  had 

offended 

*  Trans  enim  adftringit\  non  diffolvit,  Perjurium,  Ci- 
cero  de  Oificiis,  Libr.  Ill,  Cap.  xxxii. 
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offended  againft  God  alone  *,  takes  Occafion  from 
thence  to  fet  up  a  Piinciple  the  moft  abfurd,  and 
the  moft  contrary  to  Humanity.  He  fays  exprenV, 
that  David  did  not  fin  againft  Uriah,  when  he  caufed 
him  to  be  put  in  the  Fore-front  of  the  Battle,  that  he 
might  fall;  beeaufe  Kings,  being  Mafters  of  the  Lives 
and  Goods  of  their  Subjects,  may  take  them  away  when 
they  think  fit,  without  being  guilty  of  any  wrong,  in  re- 
fpeel  to  Men,  on  account  of  thefe  Ads  of  Cruelly  and 
Caprice  f.  Make  this  Principle  agree,  if  you  can, 
with  the  fierce  and  imperious  Behaviour  of  this  very 
Doctor  towards  the  Emperor  Theodofius,  which  the 
Nazarenes  have  however  extolled  beyond  Meafure, 
or  with  thofe  outrageous  Injuries,  with  which,  with- 
out difficulty,  he  loaded  Magnentius,  This  was  far 
enough  from  correfponding  with  that  exceilive 
Power,  which,  in  the  before-cited  PalTage,  he  (o 
liberally  beftows  on  Kings.  Can  there  be  any  thing 
more  frightful,  extravagant,  or  worthy  of  Punifh- 
ment,  than  to  affert,  that  a  Prince,  who  takes  a- 
wayy  the  Wife  of  one  of  his  Shbjecls,  and  caufes 
afterwards  the  innocent  Husband  to  be  put  to  death, 
fins  only  againft  God,  and  does  no  real  Injuftice  to- 
wards him  who  is  the  Martyr  of  his  Cruelty  ?  To 
be  fenfible  of  the  pernicious  Confequences  of  an  O- 
pinion  like  this,  one  needs  only  reflect  on  the  fright- 
ful Diforders  which  it  muft  neceflarily  draw  after 
it.      There  is,  fays  the  fage  LaBruyere%,  a  certain 

*  Tibi  foli  pecc&vii  tjf  malum  coram  te  feci',  &e. 
Pfalm,  L.  verf.  6. 

•f  Rex  utique  erat,  nullis  Legibus  tenebafur,  quia  liberi 
funt  Reges  a  Finculis  Detichtrum.  Neque  enim  ullis  ad 
Pcsnam  ifacatitttr  Legihus,  tuti  Imperii  Rotejiate.  ho- 
mini  ergo  non  pccca-x'it,  cui  non  tembatur  obnoxius.  Sed 
quam^vis  tutus  Imperio,  Devotione  tamen  ac  Fide  erat  Deo 
fubditus.      Ainbrclii  Apologia  Davidii-,    Cap.  X. 

J  Cara&eres  ou  Mceurs  da  Siecle,  Tom.  I,  pag.  470. 

Cim- 
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Commerce,  or  Exchange  of  Duties  betzveen  Sovereigns 
and  Subjecls ;  which  are  \he  moji  difficult  to  perform, 
J  determine  not :  This  zvould  be  to  judge,  on  the  one  fide, 
oftheflricl  Obligations  to  Refpecl,  Duty,  Fidelity ,  O- 
bedience  and  Dependence  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  as  in- 
difpenfible  Obligation  of  doing  fujlice,and a  cling  bene- 
ficently,  which  belong  to  the  Prince.  To  add  to  this, 
that  he  is  abfolute  Majler  of  the  Goods  of  his  Subjecls, 
zuithout  regard,  without  account ;  I  fay,  to  add  this ,  is 
running  into  the  Notions  of  a  Favourite,  who  would 
add  any  thing. 

Behold,  my  Friend,  a  Morality  quite  different  from 
that  of  Ambrofe,  which  is  fo  much  the  more  fur- 
prifing,  becaufe  this  flavifh  Submiffion  was  never  in- 
filled upon  among  the  Pagans,  the  moft  devoted  to 
defpotic  Government.  So  far  were  they  from  be- 
lieving, that  Kings  were  at  Liberty  to  poffefs  them- 
felves  of  the  Goods  of  their  Subjecls  unjuftly,  and  to 
take  away  their  Lives  at  their  Will,  that  Herodotus* 
informs  us,  the  Pcrfians,  who  were  fo  fubmiffive  to 
their  Princes,  had  amongft  them  a  Law,  by  which 
their  Kings  were  forbid  to  put  a  Man  to  death  for  a 
fingle  Ciime.  By  the  fame  Law,  great  Lords  were 
forbid  to  treat  their  Slaves  rigoroufly  for  the  firft 
Fault.  They  were  directed  to  confider,  whether 
the  Mifchiefs  they  had  done  were  greater  than  the 
Services  they  had  render'd  them  ;  and  in  cafe  they 
were,  then  it  was  allowed  them  to  punifh  the  Cri- 
minals as  they  thought  fit. 

What  Difference,  dear  Ifiac,  between  thefe  wife 
and  prudent  Laws,  and  the  Opinions  of  certain  Na- 
zarcne  Doctors?  Is  it  not  in  truth  amazing,  that 
People,  enlightned  only  by  the  weak  Rays  of  Rea 
fon,  and  remaining  as  yet  under  the  dark  Cloud  of 
Paganifm,  mould  have  Ideas  notwithstanding  of  a 
Morality  much  more  wife  and  equitable,  than  that 
*  Herodct.  L;br.   I.    pag<    6;. 

taught 


284  The  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  156. 

taught  by  the  wife  Men  and  Priefts  among  thofe 
who  acknowledge  the  Spiiituality  and  Unity  of  the 
Deity  ? 

Some  amongft  thefe  feem  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
Laws  even  of  good  Manners,  and  at  the  fame  time 
incapable  of  being  reftrained  by  the  moft  facred 
Ties  of  Society.  They  have  violated  the  Duties  of 
Friendfhip  ;  their  Paflions  and  their  Prejudices  have 
fo  blinded  them,  that  they  have  thought  it  excufe- 
able  to  accufe  and  blacken,  by  the  bafeft  Calum- 
nies, thofe  with  whom  they  have  lived  on  the  beft 
Terms,  and  with  whom  they  had  no  other  Difpute 
than  what  was  occafioned  by  fome  flight  Difference 
as  to  certain  Points  of  Doctrine.  Jerome,  a  Man 
of  a  bold  Genius,  one  who  wrote  a  vehement  Stile, 
which,  it  muft  be  owned,  in  Purity,  comes  little 
fhort  of  that  of  Cicero,  falls  without  Mercy  on  his 
old  Friend  Ruffinus,  becaufe  he  had  embraced  the 
Opinions  of  Origen.  The  good  Terms  they  had 
lived  in,  and  the  intimate  Friendfhip  which  had 
fubfifted  betwixt  them  for  many  Years,  could  not 
allay  his  Fury  ;  he  was  forced  to  give  way  to  his 
Choler,  and  let  it  empty  itfelf  in  a  Libel.  Happy 
had  it  been  for  him,  if  he  could  have  made  ufe  of 
the  wife  LefTons  which  a  heathen  Writer  hath  given 
the  World  on  this  Subject.  I  mean,  if  he  had  prac- 
tifed  the  fage  Maxims  delivered  by  Cicero  in  his 
Tract  de  amiciiia  ;  he  would  then,  without  doubt* 
wftead  of  decrying  Rujpmts,  endeavour  to  convince 
him  by  fair  Means,  and  by  ufing  the  moft  gentle 
Methods. 

7>ue  Tendernefs  hath  no  Tafte  of  Pleafure,  Sa- 
tisfaction, or  of  Glory,  if  thofe  in  whom  it  has  an 
Intereft,  rake  no  part  in  them  *.    This  delicate  Sen. 

*   Nee  fas  efje  ulla  me  Voluptate  fnii, 
Decrez'i  tantifper,  dum  file  aheji  meus 
Farticeps.         Tevent.  He_>ut.  Ac~t  I.  Scene  II. 

timent 
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timent  has  been  long  out  of  the  Heads  of  Divines, 
and  controverfial  Writers.  There  is  nothing  they  do 
not  facrifice  to  their  Paffions,  and  the  moment  any- 
one of  their  Friends  ceafes  to  be  of  their  Opinion, 
their  Regard  for  him  ceafes  alfo.  Their  Friendfhip 
is  turned  into  Hate,  and  they  offend  alike  againft 
the  Laws  of  Equity  and  the  Rules  of  Decency. 
They  would,  if  it  depended  upon  them,  extermi- 
nate, by  Fire  and  Sword,  all  fuch  as  are  guilty  of 
the  unpardonable  Crime  of  being  no  longer  their 
Slaves  *.  Unhappy  Effects  of  the  Weaknefs  of  thofe 
Principles,  which  make  up  that  falfe  and  pernicious 
Morality  that  covers  with  an  Appearance  of  Virtue 
thofe  Errors  which  are  moft  contrary  to  the  publick 
Good,  and  moft  deftruclive  of  the  Peace  of  civil 
Society. 

If  a  true  and  wholefome  Morality  be  known  a- 
mongft  the  Nazarenes^  they  are  indebted  fur  it 
wholly  to  Laymen.     Grotius  and  Puffendorf  have 

*  The  Ecclefiaflics  have  in  all  .4ges  found  cut  fne 
Titles  to  gild  their  cruel  Perfections  againit  their  Ene- 
mies, or  rather  againft  thofe  they  did  not  like.  "  I  fhall 
"  bjry  in  Silence,  fays  a  B;Jhop  of  the  fifth  Ccti'uiy, 
"  iwbonvas pofecuted for  Nejlorian'fm,  the  Chains,  Con- 
"  nTcauons,  Marks  of  Infamy,  Maflkcres  worthy  of 
*'  Companion,  and  of  which  the  Enormity  is  fuch,  that 
"  thofe  who  were  'Eye-witnefles  of  thefe  Slaughter?. 
"  fcarce  believe  what  they  faw.    Ail  thefe  Tragedies  were 

V  a&ed  by  Bifhops ; amongft  them  EfFronteiy 

•*  paries  for  a  Mark  of  Courage,  they  call  their  Cruelty, 
"  Zea',  and  their  Fraud  is  honoured  with  the  Name  of 
**  Wifdom."  Stasra  ru  hcrpux,  rd  hj-poT-nctcc,  ra$  fyip&aq, 
Tsls  a-m'/ag,  rccc  ixccriyaq,  ra  tuv  (pCvuv  zT^ivjoc  8-ci;j,xtcc,  kcu 
fjLsra.  tv;\  vsifeoi  euery*  £e  v7Ti^Q>.r,v  aurvni&Ob%  y.ct)  tuvtoc  <$ca- 
[Aa.TVfyziTa.i   otoc.   vrot^vv    li^zuv 'no'sxa-vrr,;,    avhtici 

Etherius  Tyrannorum  Epifcopus,  inter  Opera  Theodo- 
rcti,  Tom.  V.  pag.  688  Cf  6S9. 

done 
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done  more  Good  to  Mankind  by  their  Writings, 
than  all  the  Divines  antient  and  modern.  Thefe 
fage  Lawyers  have  gone  up  to  the  Fountain  ;  they 
have  examined  with  Care  the  Motives  furnifhed  by 
the  Law  of  Nature.  They  have  fupported  thefe  by 
the  Authorities  of  the  firft  Naxarene  Legiflators, 
whom  I  have  before  recommended,  in  correcting 
the  Abufes,  and  deftroying  the  Errors  which  had 
been  introduced  by  thofe  Men  who  were  defirous 
of  eftablifhing  as  Points  of  Morality,  whatever  was 
dictated  to  them  by  their  Caprice,  their  Hatred  and 
their  Ambition  ;  they  have  {hewn  their  Readers  the 
naked  Truth,  which  others  had  made  it  their  Bufi- 
nefs  to  conceal.  However,  notwithstanding  the 
Efforts  they  have  made  to  become  ufeful  to  all  the 
World,  they  have  hitherto  been  able  to  do  but  a  Part 
of  the  Good  they  propofed.  Too  many  Divines, 
zealous  in  fupporting  their  own  Errors,  and  thofe 
of  their  PredecelTors,  have  done  all  they  could  ;  and 
are  vet  ufing;  their  utmofl  Endeavours  to  difcredit  all 
Works,  which  teach  a  pure,  fimple  and  humane 
Morality,  and  which  difapprove  of  all  the  Violences 
they  would  confecrate  under  the  fpecious  Pretext  of 
Religion.  When  the  admirable  Treatife  of  the  Rights 
of  War  and  of  Peace,  fays  P  ujfendorf  * ,  fir  ft  ap- 
peared^ the  Ecclefiafticks,  injiead  of  thanking  the 
Author,  rofe  up  againft  him,  one  and  all,  and  not 
only  procured  it  to  be  put  into  the  Index  Expurgato- 
rius,  by  the  Popijh  Inquifition,  at  which  one  needs  not 
be  furprized,  but  a  If 0  excited  fever  al  Protejlant  Di- 
vines to  write  againft,  and  to  do  their  utmofl  to  decry 
it.  The  fame  P  radices  were  repeated  on  the  publijh- 
ing  the  Law  of  Nature  and  of  Nations  3  the  Jefuits 
at  Vienna  procured  its  Prohibition. 

*  Traite  du  Droit  des  Gens,    Preface  de  Barbejrac, 
page  22. 

Be* 
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Believe  me,  dear  Ifaac,  that  this  outragious  Aver- 
fion  of  the  Divines  towards  all  fuch  as  have  attempt- 
ed to  fupport  the  Laws  of  Humanity,  and  to  make 
known  its  Duties  to  their  Fellow  Citizens,  is  the 
ftrongefl:  Obftacle  to  found  Morality  5  infomuch 
that  one  may  fafely  fay,  that  there  is  more  Benefit  to 
be  received  by  reading  the  Books  left  us  by  Pagan 
Philofophers,  than  thofe  of  certain  Doctors, who  pafs 
notwithftanding  for  the  great  Oracles  of  Mankind. 
Haplefs  are  thofe  Nations,  who  are  unacquainted 
with  any  other  Moral  Syftem,  than  fuch  an  one  as 
is  to  be  pick'd  up  out  of  Books  approved  by  the  Spa' 
nijh,   Portugueses  and  Italian  Inquifitors ! 

Farewei,  dear  Ifaae,  and  addrefs  thy  Prayers  to 
the  fupreme  Being,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  open 
the  Eyes  of  all  Mankind  ;  for  though  we  are  yezvs9 
we  ought  notwithftanding  to  wifli  that  the  Naza- 
renes  knew  and  praclifed  a  more  equitable  Morality. 
If  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  would  become  Dif- 
ciples  of  Grotius  and  Puffendorf,  they  would  not 
flaughter  our  Brethren  in  the  iniquitous  Manner 
they  do.  May  the  God  of  our  Fathers  heap  Blef- 
fings  upon  thee. 

London. 


LETTER     CLVII. 

Isaac  Onis,  Car  ait  e^  formerly  Rabbi   at 
Conftantinopie,  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

yOU  are,  without  queftion,  furprized,  my  dear 
*  Monceca,  at  my  Silence,  and  accufe  me,  I  dare 
fay,  ef  Lazinefs  and  Negligence  j    but  you   will 

change 
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change  your  Opinion,  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have 
lately  made  a  Voyage  to  Jerufalcm.  The  Nearnefs 
of  the  holy  City  of  David,  the  Defire  I  had  of  fee- 
ing that  illuftrious  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  of  our 
Anceftors,  the  Facility  of  fatisfyrng  my  Curiolity, 
engaged  me  to  lay  hold  of  the  Opportunity  which 
offered,  of  making  a  Trip  in  a  Veflel  bound  from 
Alexandria  to  St.  John  d  Acre. 

It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  exprefs  to  you,  my  dear 
Monceca,  the  Agitations  of  Mind  I  felt  in  pafling 
through  Pale/line.  Joy,  Grief,  Pity,  Anger,  Re- 
fpec~t,  Spight ;  each  of  thefe  Paflions  Succeeded  the 
other  in  my  Heart,  and  fometimes  rofe  there  all  at 
once.  Happy  Place  !  cried  I,  where  the  God  of  Ifrael 
was  ferved  heretofore  with  fuch  Splendor  as  his  Wor- 
/hip  deferved;  have  my  Eyes  the  Pleafure  of  beholding 
thee  ?  But  alas !  in  what  State  are  thy  Cities  and 
Palaces,  of  which  thou  wert  formerly  full  ?  I  fes  no- 
thing hut  Ruins,  melancholy  Remains,  which  have 
efcaped  the  Cruelty,  the  Rage  and  Fury  of  our  Ene- 
mies, fuji  and  good  God,  to  whom  alone  belongeth 
Vengeance,  remember  thy  People  ! 

At  thefe  Words,  my  dear  Monceca,  my  Eyes  were 
filled  with  Tears  ;  and  though  1  difapprove  the  re- 
vengeful Temper  of  my  Brethren,  yet  a  holy  Fury 
at  that  time  feized  me,  and  got  the  better  of  all  my 
philofophical  Reflections.  I  proftrated  myfelf  upon 
the  Ground,  and  turning  myfelf  towards  the  Ruins 
of  the  Temple,  from  which  I  was  not  diftant  above 
fifteen  Leagues  ;  I  there  pour'd  forth  the  Prayer 
which  our  Brethren  ufe  many  times  in  the  Year  in 
their  Synagogues. 

Look  down,  O  Lord  I  look  down  on  the  Evils  zvhich 
cur  Enemies  do  unto  us.  Remember  thou  the  Cruelties 
of  Nebuchadonafar,  and  thofe  of  Titus  ;  and  above 
all,  O  Lord,  remember  Adrian, ri^  mofl  cruel  of  all  the 
Dcflroyers  ofourNation>  who  erecledjhameful  Statues 

on 
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on  thy  Altar ,  and  defiled  thy  holy  City  with  Idolatry  : 
JFho  raxed  and  utterly  de/lroycd  nine  hundred  and  four* 
Jcore  Towns,  and  burnt  four  hundred  and  four/core  Sy~ 
nagogues*.  My  Grief  grew  {till  ftronger,  when  I 
came  to  Jerufalem,  and  I  felt  my  Heart  pierced 
with  a  thoufand  Wounds,  when  I  look'd  upon  the 
Ruins  of  the  Temple.  The  Turks  have  built  a 
Mofque  upon  its  outward  Court,  which  is  (till  paved 
with  black  and  white  Marble.  In  the  middle,  and 
where  heretofore  was  the  Holy  of  Holies,  there  is  a 
Mohammedan  Temple,  covered  with  a  grand  Dome, 
fupported  with  two  Rows  of  Columns  of  Marble.  la 
the  midft  of  this  Dome  there  is  a  large  Stone,  from 
which  the  Turks  allure  us  Moha?nmed  went  up  into 
Heaven. 

Judge,  my  dear  Afonccca,  of  the  Defpair  of  a 
true  Ifraelite.  at  the  Sight  of  this  infamous  Edifice, 
raifed  on  the  Foundation  of  Solomon's  Temple.  The 
Grief,  which  I  was  unable  to  ihake  off,  would  not 
allow  me  to  remain  long  at  fcrufalcm.  Satibfied 
therefore  with  kitting  the  h(.ly  Earth,  which  our 
Poirerity  fhall  one  Day  purify  from  ail  the  Impieties, 
and  all  the  Abominations  which  our  Enemies  have 
committed  there,  I  returned  to  Cairo,  carrying  with 
me  a  Box  full  of  the  precious  Earth  on  which  the 
Temple  was  built.  I  did  this  not  in  Imitation  of 
the  Superftition  of  the  Nazarenes,  who,  becaufe 
they  have  an  infinite  Refpecl;  for  certain  Places  at 
Jerufalem,  believe  that  there  is  fomething  more  in 
that  Earth  than  in  any  other ;    but  becaufe  I  was 

*  There  is  in  the  Jewijb  Ritual  a  Hymn  for  the  ninth 
Day  of  the  Month  Ab,  in  which  we  read  thefc  Word?, 
Recordare,  Domine,  quulis  faerit  Adrianus,  Crudditatis 
Conjtlia  amplexus,  cotifuluit  idola  fe  pe,-  vertentia,  Cif  jujiu- 
lit  combujfitque  quad-inginta  C3'  odoginta  Synagogas.  Trao 
tatus  Talmudicus,  Gtffin  dictus,  apud  Joan,  a  Lent,  de 
Judaeorum  Pfeudo-Melliis,  tag.   18. 

Vol.  IV.  O  dad 
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glad  to  have  it  by  me  as  an  efficacious  Memorial  of 
the  Evils  our  Crimes  have  brought  upon  our  Coun- 
try, and  that  I  might  thereby  be  excited  to  be  once 
more  virtuous. 

When  I  confiJer,  dear  Monceca,  the  Mifchiefs 
our  Fathers  have  fuffered,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  they  were  guilty  of  fome  prodigious  Crimes, 
the  Knowledge  of  which  hath  not  reached  us.  Nay, 
I  muft  own  to  you  freely,  that  were  I  not  molt  firm- 
ly perfuaded  of  the  Truth  of  our  Religion,  I  mould, 
on  examining  the  Ills  we  have  fuffered  iince  the  Sects 
of  the  Nazarenes  commenced,  be  led  to  believe  the 
Prophecies  were  accomplimed,  and  that  the  God  of 
Ifrael  having  abandoned  us  his  People,  had  made 
choice  of  fome  other. 

Without  ftaying  to  confider  the  firft  Destruction 
of  Jerufafem  by  Titus,  1  run  over  in  my  Mind,  with 
Aitonifhment  and  Horror,  thofe  Evils  with  which 
the  Jews  were  overwhelmed  by  Adrian.  After  that 
cruel  Emperor  had  (lain  Barcokebas,  and  taken  the 
City  of  Bitter,  the  laft  Refource  of  Ifrael,  he  ordered 
the  Image^of  a  Hog,  cut  in  Marble,  to  be  placed 
on  that  Gate  of  Jerufalem  which  looks  towards  Beth- 
lehem. He  caufed  a  Theatre,  and  various  Temples 
to  falfe  Gods,  to  be  erected  with  Stones  collected 
out  of  the  Ruins  of  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  and  fet 
up  the  Statue  of  Jupiter  in  the  Place  of  the  holy 
Sanctuary.  He  forbid  the  Jew s,  on  pain  of  Death, 
to  enter  Jerufalem,  and  cut  off  the  Ears  of  a  Mul- 
titude, whom  he  caufed  to  be  tranfported  into  feve- 
ral  Countries. 

If  the  Miferies  we  daily  fuffer  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, did  not  (hew  us  too  clearly  how  far  the  Ma- 
lice of  Men  may  extend,  one  could  not  give  Credit 
to  the  Cruelties  which  our  Authors  allure  us  were 
exercifed  on  our  Nation  by  Adrian  and  his  Soldiers. 
Thev  fay,  that  after  the  taking  of  Bitter,  the  Slaugh- 
ter 
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ter  was  fo  great ,  and  Rivulets  of  Blood  ran  with  fuch 
Force,  that  they  carried  before  them  Stones  of  far 
Pounds  Weighty  and  di [coloured  the  Sea  at  a  confide- 
rable  Diftance  *.  They  tell  us  farther,  that  when 
i/je  Romans  had  foffeffed  themfelves  of  this  City,  they 
drove  all  the  Scholars  into  one  Place,  and  there  burnt 
them,  with  their  Books ;  becaufe  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Siege  thefe  Youths  had  made  ufe  of  their  Pen-knives 
and  Steel-pencils,  to  kill  their  Enemies f .  Thus  they 
made  it  a  capital  Crime  for  Perfons  to  defend  them- 
felves when  they  were  attacked.  The  Lofs  of  Bit- 
ter was  attended  with  the  entire  Difperfion  of  our 
Nation.  The  Ills  we  endured  under  Titus  were 
but  flight  Things,  compared  to  what  wefuffered  un- 
der Adrian,  He  caufed  Numbers  of  Jews  to  be  fold 
at  Fairs,  at  the  fame  Price  with  Horfes ;  and  fent 
Multitudes  into  Egypt,  where  they  perifhed  with 
Hunger,  Thirft  and  Fatigue.  Is  it  poffible,  dear 
Monceca,  that  God  fhould  expofe  a  People  to  fuch 
Mifchiefs,  if  their  Crimes  had  not  merited  fo  rude 
a  Chaftifement  ?  I  cannot  think  but  I  am  in  the 
right  to  fay,  that  our  Authors  have  hid  from  us  th^ 
true  Caufes  why  the  Almighty  thus  abandoned  his 
People  to  the  Rage  of  their  Enemies.  Surely  the 
Jews  had  committed  fome  great  Crimes  againft  the 
Romans,  with  which  the  Deity  was  juftly  offended, 
Under  colour  of  Religion  perhaps  they  had  commit- 
ted Murders,  and  defiled  themfelves  with  the  Blood 
of  Innocents.  We  fhili  lee  forae  Caufe  to  credit 
thefe  Sufpicions,  if  we  give  Credit  to  the  Writings 
of  a  Nazarene  Father,  who  lived  within  two  Ages 

*  Qxitiivio  Sanguis  rapiebat  Jkcum  Pc'ra,  Magnicudtnii 
quadraginta  Afajformr,  dovec  ad  quadragwta  fthtliarm 
ufaue  in  Qceannmfuerit.     Lent,  fag.    i8T 

f  Ifta  Pxbes  frinrifio  Hoftts  lmfetuyr.  faumtei  Graph!;; 
fuis  cenfodiebat.    Cum  verb  hi  pr<[\;aioh:t .   Urbem-uc  cce- 
pijjent,  invoherunt  Puemlot  Ulos  cum    Lib, is  fui>[ 
4«tf  fit  crtmaruat*     Joan  u  Len',  /,?,.   \y 

O  2  after 
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after  Adrian.  By  him  we  are  informed,  that  the 
famous  Barcokebas,  the  Author  of  the  War  made 
by  the  Jews  againft  the  Romans,  was  a  celebrated 
Impoftor,  who  plunged  our  Nation  into  an  Abyfsof 
Mifery,  out  of  which  it  has  not  delivered  itfelf  to 
this  Day.  This  Wretch,  who  called  himfelf  the 
Meffiah,  made  ufe  of  a  Trick  to  breathe  Fire  and 
Smoke  *,  which  is  now  common  to  cur  Jugglers. 
By  this  means  he  excited  the  Jews  to  revolt,  and 
by  an  Excefs  of  Fanaticifm,  fcarce  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  Madnefs,  he  obliged  all  the  Jews  who 
came  to  ferve  in  his  Army,  which  became  at  length 
to  be  two  hundred  thoufand  ftrong,  to  cut  off  a 
Finger,  as  an  Inftance  of  their  Courage.  This 
Monfter,  born  for  the  Deftruction  of  his  Brethren, 
feduced  almoft  the  whole  Nation.  They  enter'd  in- 
to his  Views,  fhoke  off  for  a  time  the  Roman  Yoke, 
and,  in  Extenuation  of  their  Revolt,  and  of  thefe 
Murders,  fet  up  the  moft  frivolous  Pretext  that  ever 
was  heard  of.  To  this  our  Authors  agree,  and,  by 
the  Reafons  they  offer  in  defence  of  the  Jews  taking 
Arms,  juftify  all  the  Cruelties  of  the  Romans. 

If  we  believe  what  is  told  us  in  the  Talmud,  the 
War  againft  Adrian  was  occafioned  by  the  putting 
feveral  Romans  to  death  moft  cruelly  and  unjuftlv. 
Therein  we  are  told  f ,  that  it  was  a  Cuftom  among 
the  Jews,  for  a  Man  to  plant  a  Cedar  when  a  Son 
was  born  unto  him,  and  a  Pine  at  the  Birth  of  a 
Daughter ;    they  made  ufe  of  the  Timber  of  thefe 

Trees 

*  Ut  ille  Barcokebas,  AuBor  Seditionis  Judaic<et  Sti~ 
fulam  in  Ore  fuccenfam.  Anbelitu  <ventilabatt  ut  Flammas 
rvomere  wideretur.  Hieronymi  Apologia  II.  adverfus 
Ruffinum. 

4  In  More  fuit  ut  cum  najceretur  Infans  plantarent 
Cedrum>  cum  lnfantula  Pinum  :  citmque  Nati  contrab** 
rent  Majrimonium,  ex  its  conficerent  Tbalamum.  Die  qua- 
dam  tranfiliit  Filia  Cafarit,    &  (onfradum  ejl  ei  Crus 

Carpenti 
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Trees  for  making  the  nuptial  Bed,  when  thofe  Chil- 
dren came  to  be  eftablifhed  in  the  World  at  whofe 
Birth  they  were  planted  :  The  Daughter  of  the  Em- 
peror Adrian  palling  through  Judea,  the  Vehicle  in 
which  fhe  was  carried,  broke  down,  and  the  Romans 
not  knowing  the  Ufe  to  which  thofe  Trees  were  de- 
ftin'd,cut  down  one  of  them  to  repair  the  Princefs's 
Carriage  ;  hereupon  the  Jews  rofe  in  an  Inftant, 
and  murder'd  all  her  Train,  for  daring  to  deftroy  a 
Tree  they  held  fucred. 

There  can  be  nothing  more  ridiculous,  or  more 
falfe  than  this  Story,  fmce  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  the  Emperor  Adrian  never  had  a  Daugh- 
ter. But  admitting  the  Story  to  be.  true,  did  not 
our  Anceftors  deferve  to  be  feverely  punifhed,  for 
revolting  on  fo  flight  an  Occafion  ?  Was  it  not  a 
frightfuf  Act  of  Barbarity  to  (laughter  the  Guards  of 
a  Princefs,  for  a  Thing  of  which  they  knew  not  the 
Confequences  ? 

Without  having  Recourfe  to  the  chimerical  No- 
tions of  the  Talmud,  let  us,  Monceca,  freely  own, 
that  the  Impoftor  Barcokebas  prevailing  on  the  muti- 
nous Difpoiition  of  our  Anceftors,  drew  upon  them 
thofe  Ills,  by  which  they  were  crufhed.     Inftead  of 
thinking  of  the  Mifchiefs  which  fell  upon  them  in 
the  Days  of  Titus,  and  which  ought  to  have  ferved 
'em  for  Warnings,    they   irritated   the  Romans  by 
their    Difobedience ;    and,  by    their   Cruelties   and 
Murders,  offended  God,  in  whom  alone  they  ought 
to  have  put   their   Truft.     It  ought  therefore  to  be 
fairly  owned,  that  as  never  any  People  in  the  World 
fuffered  as  we  have  done ;    fo  did  there  never  exift 
Carpenti  Cedrum  iftiufmodi  exciderunt,   atque  earn  attule* 
runt,      htfurrexerunt   in  eos    Judai,  atque   eos  ceciderunt. 
Relatum  sji  C  a  fart  rebel/are  Judaos.    Profeflus  We  in  eos 
iracundus  excidit   tot  urn   Cornu  Jfraelis.      Traftatus  Tal- 
mudico-Babyl.  Gijfin  diftus,  folio  57.  apud  ]o\\.  aLentde 
]uda-o:um  Pfeudo-Mefliis.  pa%.  7. 
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any  whofe  Cruelty,  Pride,  and  Obltinacy,  did  fo 
much  merit  to  be  abandoned  by  God.  And  which 
is  (rill  worfe  for  us.  moil  of  the  Crimes  of  our  Na- 
tion have  been  committed  through  the  Inftigation 
ef  fiich  as  have  pretended  to  defend  Religion  by 
committing  them. 

We  ought  to  have  our  pad  Misfortunes  everlaft- 
mglv  before  our  Eyes,  in  order  to  hinder  our  be- 
coming Dupes  to  fome  new  Impoftor.  Whenever 
the  Meffiah  fhall  come  to  put  an  end  to  our  Sla- 
very, and  to  break  our  Chains  in  pieces,  he  will 
hot  need  to  diredt  us  to  dip  our  Hands  in  Blood. 
His  Power  alone  will  fubdue  the  proudeft  Heart*, 
and  his  Will  muft  fufrke  to  do  whatfoever  he  de- 
fires:  To  him  nothing  will  be  impoffible ;  falfe 
Prophets  and  Impoftors  only  found  their  Do&rine 
ni  the  Delhuction  of  a  Part  of  Mankind.  Ts  it  not 
Mudnefs  and  Folly  to  maintain,  that  God  will  fend 
us  a  Deliverer,  who  (hall  authorize  us  to  commit 
all  f  rts  of  Cruelties  ?  Thofe  who  form  fuch  an 
Ivjca  of  the  Median,  make  little  Difference  between 
iiirn  and  a  Spanijh  Inquifitor.  Let  us,  Monceca,  re- 
ject rhefe  idle  Notions,  and  let  us  be  affured,  that 
o;  r  Deliverer,  infteading  of  lighting  up  new  Diftur- 
!  rii.ces  in  the  World,  will  fpread  Peace  and  Tran- 
OMJiitv  over  all  the  Earth. 

K -newel,  dear  Monccca,  form  no  Hopes  but  what 
are  wife  and  worthy  of  the  Saviour  whom  we  ex- 
pect. 

Cairo. 


LET- 
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LETTER     CLVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca   to  Isaac  Onis,     Cara- 
iies    formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Confiantinople. 

HP  H  E  NazareneS)  dear  Ifaac,  fecm  to  have  Rea- 
A  fon  for  thofe  Reproaches  with  which  they  load 
mod  of  our  Authors.  They  accufe  them  of  having 
invented  a  thoufand  odious  Stories  injurious  to  their 
Leg  ifl  a  tor,  and  to  have  falfified  ancient  Hiftory  With 
equal  Ignorance  and  Malice.  It  is  impoffible  for  us 
to  deny,  that  the  Jeivijk  Writers  have  given  their 
Adversaries  juft  Reafon  to  make  thefe  Complaints. 
For  without  fpeaking  of  the  grofs  Fables  which  are 
inferted  in  the  Talmud,  on  purpofe  to  hurt  the  Me- 
mory of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  whofe  Syftem  of  Mo- 
rality is  fo  pure,  that  no  Jfraelite  Philofopher  can 
forbear  admiring  it  ;  what  Writings,  big  with  Ca- 
lumny, have  not  the  Rabbins  fcatter'd  abroad  ever 
fince  the  firft  Appearance  of  this  Seel:?  I  do  not 
know,  my  Friend,  whether  a  certain  Book  has  fal- 
len into  your  Hands,  the  Author  of  which  lived  a- 
bout  four  or  five  hundred  Years  ago,  but  who  has 
difguifed  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  with  Intent  to 
make  his  Work  appear  as  if  written  fhortly  after  the 
Death  of  the  Legiflator  of  the  Nazarenes,  This 
Fraud,  however,  is  eafily  difcovered,  and  may  be 
clearly  made  out ;  fo  that  the  Nazarenes,  far  from 
fearing  its  Confequences,  have  themfelves  taken  the 
pains  to  publifh  them  :  They  have  caufed  it  to  be 
printed,  accompanied  with  fudi  learned  Notes,  as 
O  4  cover 
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cover  with  Confufion,  not  only  the  Author  of  this 
fabulous  Tale,  but  alfo  our  whole  Nation  ;  fond  of 
Stories  prejudicial  to  the  Nazarcnes,  and  incapable 
of  diftinguifhing  Truth  from  Falfhood*.  Thofe 
who  adopt,  without  Examination,  all  the  Calum- 
nies that  are  publifhed  againft.  our  Adverfaries,  are 
not  aware  that  in  doing  this  they  furnifh  them  with 
Arms  againft  themfelves.  Such  as  make'ufe  of  their 
Reafoo,  and  who  are  not  blinded  with  Prejudice, 
are  filled  with  Indignation,  when  they  fee  us  reafon- 
ing  on  Facls  notorioufly  falfe,  and  thenceforward 
give  no  fort  of  Credit  to  the  Writings  of  a  Man  who 
blufncs  not  at  the  advancing  a  notorious  Falfhood, 
of  which  he  is  at  the  Time  he  advances  it  perfectly 
convinced.  This  is  the  Reafon  that  theTruth  gains 
no  Ground,  but  is  in  a  manner  obfcured  and  buried 
under  the  Falfities  which  accompany  it. 

There  can  be  nothing  fo  horrid,  dear  Ijaac,  as 
the  Impoftures  inferted  in  the  Work  of  which  I  am 
i  pea  king.  When  our  Rabbies  maintain  the  Legiflator 
of  the  Nazarenes  not  to  be  the  Meflias,  I  look  upon 
them  as  Men  acling  conformable  to  the  Principles 
of  their  Religion ;  but  when  they  invent  the  mod 
atrocious  Falfhoods,  I  do  not  fee  how  they  are  to  be 
excufed.  It  is  a  Truth  of  publick  Notoriety,  that 
ft/us  of  Nazareth  was  born  of  a  Woman,  whofe 
Morals  were  perfe&iy  pure.  His  Followers  fay, 
that  this  Woman  conceived  by  the  Operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  more  moderate  Jews  content 
themfelves  with  making  him  the  Son  of  Jofeph  and 

*  The  Title  of  this  Work  runs  thus :  HI^H  1SD 
V\¥On  Vl^  Hiitoria  Jefchuae  Naz.ueni,  a  Judaeis  blaf- 
pheme  corrupta,  ex  Manufcripto  hactenus  inedito  nunc 
ciemum  edita,  ac  Verfione  &  Notis  (quibus  Judaecrum 
Nequitise  propius  deteguntur,  Sc  Authoris  AlTerca  Inep- 
tiae  ac  Impietatis  convincuntur,)  illuftrata,  a  Joh.  Jac. 
Huldrico  Tigurino.    Lugduni  Batavorum,   1705.  in  8<vo. 

Mary  j 
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Mary  ;  but  the  Author  of  this  Manufcript  hath  pub- 
lished, with  refpe£t  to  his  Birth,  a  Fable  every  way 
abfurd. 

According  to  him*,  under  the  Reign  of  Herod,  a 
certain  Perfon,  whofe  Name  was  Papus,  the  Son  of 
Jeb,  married  a  Woman  whofe  Name  was  Miriam, 

*  Ecce,  Tempore  Regni  Herodis  Profelyti,  erat  Vir  qui/- 
piam  cui  No  men  Papas  F.  J  eh.  Huic  Uxor  erat  Nomine 
Miriam,  Filia  Kalpbus,  Soror  R.  Simconis  Hakalpb.  Erat 
autem  ilia  Miriam  ( Celebris  ilia)  antequam  in  Matrimo- 
nium  duceretur,  Compirix  Capillorum  muliebrium.  Nup- 
ta  ilia  erat  Papo,  juxta  Legem  Mo/is  &  Ifraelis,  Forma- 
que  Spcciojitate  fupra  alias  eminebat.  Oriunda  ex  Tribu 
Benjamin.  Nee  Maritus  ejus  Papus  ci  permittebat  ex  jE- 
dibusegredi  in  publicum,  fed  Fores  eum  in  Jinem  claufas  ha- 
bebat:  Sufpicabatur  enim  lafcluos  Homines  (Forma  pr a- 
Jlantid  HleSlos)  Rem  fo'te  cum  Hid  babituros.  FaSlunt 
<vero  eft,  ut  Die  uno%  quo  "Jejunium  Expiationum  agitaba- 
tary  Fencftras  ejus  tranjiret  improbus  Hie  Jofipb  Pandira, 
Nazarenus,  qui  Forma  etiam  Pulcbritudine  infignis  erat. 
Is,  cum  animad<verterit,  Vir  urn  in  A^dibus  tunc  nullum  effe, 
elatd  <voce  inclamat :  Miriam,  Miriam,  quo  ufque  fede-r 
bis  feclufa  ?  Pro/peclat  ilia  de  Feneflrd,  eique  refpondet :. 
jofeph,  Jofeph,  Lb^ram  me  fac,  fodes  !  It  ergojofephus* 
iff  addu  it  fecum  fcalam,  Miriam  e  Fenejlrd  de/cendit,  iff 
fugiu7it  ambo  Hierofolymd  Bethlehemam,  ipfo  Expiationis 
Die  Jcjunio*  ibique  degunt  Deibus  multis  nemini  cognifu 
Concukuit  autem  "Jofepkus  cum  Miriam  ipfd  Exp.  Die,  Fe- 
ria  efuriali.  Concept  ilia,  eique  par  it  Anno  <ve>tente  Je- 
fchuam  Na^arenum.  Cone epit  rur jus,  &  peperit  Filios  Fi- 
liafque  \. 

Hill.  Jtfchua?,  pag.  4    tjf  5. 

f  Filios  Filiafque"]  Secundum  Literam  Nebulo  inttlii- 
g  re  petulanter  voluit  qus  in  Evangelio  memorantur  de 
C'hrifti  Fratribus  &  Sororibus,  Math.  XII  46.  XIII.  ^, 
56,  &c.  Cum  tamen  nolle  facile  potuilTet  recucitus, 
Phrafi  Heb.  Fratres  denotare  quofvis  propinqua  Ccgnati- 
cuejunfto.',  Sec. 

Huldrici  Notte  in  Hilt.  Jefchua?,  pag.   ia 

O  5  the 
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the  Daughter  of  Calphus,  and  Sifter  of  Rabbi  Simeon 
Hakalf.  This  Miriam  was  very  handfome,and  Papus 
her  Husband  very  jealous.  He  therefore  took  care  to 
have  her  (hut  up  conftantly.  His  Precautions,  how- 
ever, in  the  end  proved  fruitlefs.  On  a  certain  Feaft- 
day,when  this  jealous  Man  was  gone  abroad,  one^- 
Jeph  Pandira,  a  Nazarene,  came  under  the  Window 
of  Miriam's  Room,  and  fpoke  to  her  thus:  Miriam! 
Miriam  !  how  long  will  you  continue  thus  imprifoned  P 
To  which  me  anfwered,  looking  out  of  her  Win- 
dow, Jofeph!  Jofepb  !  deliver  me,  and  I  will  go  with 
thee,  Jofeph  went  and  brought  a  Ladder,  and  Mi- 
riam got  out  of  the  Window.  They  went  then 
together  to  Bethlehem,  and  at  the  End  of  a  Year 
Miria?n  bore  Jefus,  and  afterwards  many  Sons  and 
Daughters. 

Can  there  be  any  thing  more  abfurd,  dear  Ifaac, 
than  this  odious,  this  infamous  Falfhood,  to  which 
the  greateft  Part  of  our  own  Authors  give  the  Lye. 
This  the  able  Editor  of  that  Book  hath  made  clear- 
ly appear  in  his  Notes.  He  hath  farther  fhew'd,  that 
the  Jewijh  Author,  in  order  to  give  an  Air  of  Truth 
to  his  Fables,  hath  taken  feveral  things  from  the  Na- 
zarene  Scriptures,  and  disfigured  them  to  make 
them  ferve  his  Purpofe.  For  Inftance,  in  the  Clofe 
of  the  laft  Paflage,  the  Sons  and  Daughters  are 
plainly  copied  from  the  Brethren  and  Sifters  men- 
tioned in  the  Gofpels,  tho*  thefe  Terms  frequently 
ijgnify  no  more  than  near  Relations. 

The  Hatred  of  this  Jeivijh  Writer  is  not  fuffici- 
ently  glutted,  by  defaming  the  Legiflator  of  the 
Naxarenes  as  to  his  Birth;  he  therefore  proceeds  to 
make  him  a  Parricide,  and  his  Fable  on  this  Sub- 
ject is  more  grofs,  and  more  ridiculous  than  the  rirft. 
He  tells  us  *,  that  finding  himfelf  flighted  at  Na- 
zareth 
*  Acc'idit  autem  ut  Jefchua,  his  <vifis,  cognitoque  fpu- 
rlum  fe  ejje,   ac  idcirca   Not  a  (Cahitii)  a  Sapient  ibus  de 

honejiatumy 
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zareth  on  account  of  his  Birth,  he  went  home  to 
his  Mother,  pretending  to  have  the  Tooth-ach  : 
He  told  her,  that  he  had  found  in  his  Books  an  eafy 
Remedy  for  his  Pain,  which  confided  in  holding 
the  Nipple  of  he  Bieifts  between  his  Teeth.  The 
Mother  no  fooner  confented,  than  he  told  her,  he 
would  never  let  go  his  hold,  until  (he  confcfled  to 
him  the  Truth  of  his  Birth;  which  when  fhe  had 
done,  he  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  flew  Jofepb,  and 
then  retired  into  Galilee. 

Is  it  poffible,  dear  Ifaacy  that  our  Brethren  the 
Jews  mould  be  fo  wanting  to  themfelves,  as  not  to 
itifle  a  Book  filled  with  fuch  evident  Falfhoods  ?  Or 
how  is  it  poftible  they  could  avoid  feeing  that,  by 
fwffering  it  to  go  abroad  in  the  World,  they  mould 
juftify  the  Reproaches  heap'd  upon  'em  by  the  Na- 
zarenes,  as  on  Men  void  of  all  Regard  either   for 

kcnejlatuvi)    ah'ierit  Nizarerbam,    convener  it  que    Matrem 

/nam,   ibique  'OttovrxXyia.  fe  graviter  affligr  jimulans ',  Matri 

ajTfrur>;t.  fe  cum  Academicis  Studiis  incumheret,  probation 

contra  Dent  turn  Dolo'cs  Re  medium  audi--vijje\   illudnue  hoc 

e/Tt\  Ji  Mater  Ajfli&i  Mammas   immittat   inter  Jannam 

Cdrdineft^  uc  medfas,   Dentibuique  labor cms  cas  exfugaf,  eum 

renjatiturum.      Refpondit  Mate?  (indulgintijjime,   Malicue 

jiihil  Jufpicata)  Agedum,   Fill  mi,   ponam  ego  Mammas 

meas  inter  Cardines  medias :  Tu  eas  exfuge.     Mater  ita- 

que   MammOrWH    alteram   ivJtrpor.it :    Sed  Jefcbua   Fores 

.r,  Mammas  Mnternas  gravijjime  aJHigit,    Matre.vi- 

Mqkitur;  Non  te  pnus  dhnitto,   quamihi  edixe- 

ri*,  qua   racione  in  Lucem  editus  ego  fim,  &  qua:  Scudia 

dim  tua  fuerint.      Re/'pondit  ergo  Mater:    Spurius  tu  es. 

Maritus  enim   alter  etiam  mihi  eft,    cui  Nomen  Papus. 

Progenitor  autem  tuus  Jofeph  in  Matrimonium  me  acce- 

pit,    non   accepto    a   legitimo   Marito  Divortii   L;bei!o. 

Omnes  itidem  Liberi   mei  reliqui   Spurii  funt.     H,?c  cum 

percepijjef,  J '  ejehua  1> a  cxcandiftit,   13  abiens  Patremjo- 

frphum  occidit :  pojlea  evero  in   Galilaam  Judtets  aufuglt. 

Hift.  Jefchuas,  pag,  32  (jf  33. 

O  6  Truth 
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Truth  or  Deeency,  when  violating  either  of  them 
will  enable  them  to  injure  their  Ad verfaries?  When 
a  Philofopher  reads  thefe  Abfurdities,  and  reflects 
that  they  are  not  only  approved  by  the  Jews,  but 
maintained  by  'em  to  be  inconteftible  Truths  ;  has 
he  not  a  Right  to  conclude,  that  all  our  Authors  in 
general  are  Cheats  and  Deceivers,  and  that  fuch  as 
give  any  Credit  to  their  Works,  are  Creatures  void 
of  common  Senfe  ?  Was  there  ever  fuch  a  pitiful 
Tale  as  that  of  the  Tooth-ach,  and  all  its  Confe- 
quences  r  I  fay  nothing  of  the  Death  of  Jofepb,  be- 
caufe  that  is  a  Facl  to  which  not  only  all  the  Na- 
•zarene  Authors  give  the  Lye,  but  alfo  all  the  Writ- 
ings of  our  ancient  Rabbins^  who,  amidft  their 
moft  malicious  Reproaches,  never  fay  a  Word  of 
this  fort. 

For  my  Part,  I  am  no  longer  aftonifhed,  Ifaac, 
at  the  Hatred  the  Nazarenes  bear  to  us  Jews.  The 
Excefs  to  which  moft  of  our  Writers  carry  their 
Difcourfes,  feem  to  me  the  juft  Caufe  thereof;  and 
I  am  rather  amazed,  that,  confidering  our  Behavi- 
our, they  bear  with  us  at  all.  I  readily  own  one 
thing,  that  thefe  ridiculous  Tales,  odious  and  infa- 
mous as  they  are,  are  properly  treated  by  our  Ad- 
verfaries,  who  effectually  revenge  the  fiat  Jefts  our 
Authors  break  upon  them,  by  treating  their  Writ- 
ings as  they  do  with  the  utmoft  Contempt. 

Before  I  nnifh  this  Letter,  I  muft  take  notice  of 
an  Attempt  made  by  this  Author  to  ridicule  a  Mi- 
racle of  the  Nazarene  Legiflator.  He  went,  fays 
he*,  with  two  of  his  Difciples  to  an  Inn,  and  ask- 
ing 

*  Venerunt  itaque  inde  in  Di<verjhrium.  Qua  it  ibi  Je- 
fut  ex  Hofpite :  Eft-ne  tibi  unde  hi  edant  r  Refpondit  Hof- 
pes :  Non  mihi  fuppetit,  nifi  Anferculus  unus  affatus. 
Sumit  ergo  J  ejus  Anferem,  illifque  apponit,  aiens  :  Anfer 
hie  exiguus  nimis  eft,  quam  ut  a  tribus  comedi  debeat. 
Dormitum  eamus :  &  ille,  qui  fomniari;  Somnium  opti- 
mum 
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ing  the  Hoft  if  he  had  any  thing  to  eat,  he  anfwer- 
ed  that  he  had  only  a  Goofe;  whereupon  turning  to 
his  Difciples,  he  (aid,  This  is  too  little  for  us  all, 
Jet  us  go  to  our  Refrr  and  he  that  has  the  beft  Dream, 
let  him  eat  it  when  he  awakes.  They  did  fo  ;  but 
in  the  Night  yebuda  arofe,  and  eat  the  Goofe. 
When  Day  broke,  Peter  faid,  I  dreamed  I  fat  on 
the  right  Hand  of  the  Son  of  God.  I  am  he,  faid 
his  Matter,  and  I  dreamed  thou  didft  fit  at  my  right 
Hand  ;  mine  therefore  is  the  better  Dream.  But 
Jehuda  faid,  I  dreamed  that  I  eat  the  Goofe.  Here- 
upon they  began  to  look  for  it ;  but  in  vain,  Jehuda 
had  really  eat  it. 

A  Nurfe  does  not  quiet  her  Child  with  fuch 
fimple  StufYas  this.  Such  low,  fuch  pitiful  Abfur- 
dities,  were  referved  for  the  laft.  Shifts  of  the  Jews  ! 
Have  not  theNazarenes  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World, 
rather  to  fcorn  and  defpife  thefe  mean,  malicious  Ef- 
forts of  our  Spight,  than  to  be  angry  or  in  any  degree 
vexed  at  them  ?  Let  us  pray  to  the  fovereign  Be- 
ing, dear  Ifaac^  that  he  would  enlighten  the  Minds 
of  all  Ifraelites,  teach  them  to  defpife  thefe  Fables, 
and  not  to  attempt  to  outface  Truth,  by  coining  fuch 
evident  and  abfurdRhapfodiesof  Error  and  Impofture. 

Farewel,  dear  Ifaac,  live  content  and  happy. 
London. 

mum  comedet  Anferem  folus.  Decumbunt  igitur.  Tem- 
ptfld  <vero  Nodle  furgit  Jehuda,  &  Anferem  dcvorat.  Ma- 
ne itaque  Hits  /urgent i bus 9  Petrus  ait :  Somnio  mihi  vifus 
fui  aflidere  Solio  Filii  Dei  Schaddai :  Jefus  ait,  Ego  fum 
Filius  ille  Dei  Schaddai,  &  fomniavj  te  prope  me  federe. 
Ecce  ergo  me  praeftantius  quid  fomniaife  te.  Quare  me- 
um  eric  Anferem  comsdere.  Jehuda  tandem  aiebat  : 
Ego  quidem  ipfemet  in  Somnio  comedi  Anferem.  Quterit 
ergo  Anferem  Jefus,  fed  frufira  ;  Jehuda  enim  devorabat 
it  I  urn. 

Hift.  Jefshuse,  pag.  51. 
2  LET- 
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LETTER    CLIX. 

Isaac  Onis,  Caraite,  formerly  Rabbi  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  to   Aaron  Monceca. 

T  Am  perfectly  well  acquainted,  dear  Monceca,  with 
*  the  Book  you  mentioned  in  your  laft  Letter.  It 
is  one  of  thofe  pitiful  Performances  which  have 
fprung  from  the  Rabbies,  and  is  as  difhonourable  to 
yudaifm,  as  that  wretched  Collection  of  Fables  and 
Vifions,  the  Talmud.  By  embracing  the  wife  Sy- 
ftem  of  the  Caraites,  I  am  no  longer  obliged  to  pay 
any  Regard  to  thefe  fictitious  Writings,  dictated  by 
Spleen,  and  which  Paffion  and  Prejudice  have  con- 
secrated to  the  Service  of  Religion,  or  rather  have 
veiled  themfelves  under  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  do- 
ing Religion  Service. 

The  Paffages  you  have  cited  from  the  pretended 
Hiftory  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  are  far  from  being 
the  moft  ridiculous  things  in  that  Collection.  Be- 
hold one,  which  in  my  Judgment  exceeds  in  Ab- 
furdity  whatever  has  been  written  in  that  kind  *. 

ye  bud a, 

*  Jehnda  'verb  clanculum  fe  ad  Regem  confer /,  ciqtie 
aunciat,  Jefum  cum  fuis  ejfe  in  JEdibus  Pura.  Mittit 
trgo  Rex  juvenes  Sacerdotes  in  JEda  Purte,  qui  cu?n  il- 
hu  veniffcnt  ad  J efum  aiunt  :  Homines  nauci  non  fumus, 
&  in  te  ac  Verba  tua  credimus.  Tancum  nobis  da,  ut 
Coram  Facie  npftra  Miracula  patres.  Patratnt  itaque 
ye/us  coram  iis  M,ra,  per  No  me  ft  immenfum.  Ederunt 
autem  yefus  &  Difcipuli  ejus  ipfd  Die  Expiationum,  Fe- 
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Jehuda,  fays  that  Author,  went  to  the  King  privately, 
and  told  hi?n  that  Jefus  was  arrived.  That  Prince 
fent  the  young  Priefls  to  meet  him,  and  they  /aid  to  Je- 
fus, We  are  neither  Deceivers  nor  wicked  Perfons; 
we  give  credit  to  your  Difcourfe.  All  that  we  de- 
fire  is,  that  you  would  do  before  us  fome  Miracle. 
Jefus  yielded  to  their  Rcqueji,and  by  virtue  of  the  all- 
powerful  Name  of  God,  did,  in  their  fight,  ?nany  Won- 
ders. Now  Jefus  and  his  Difciples  did  not  obferve  the 
Fa/Is  appointed  even  on  the  mofil  folemn  Occafions.  On 
the  great  Day  of  Expiation  they  drank  Wine  mingled 
zuith  the  Waters  of  Oblivion,  and  went  to  jleep  their 
Senfes  in  Sleep.  But  in  the  Night,  Soldiers  fur  rounded 
the  Houfe  wherein  they  were,  and  bound  them,  Jefus 
did  all  he  could  to  recoiled  the  all-powerful  Name,  but 
he  could  not The  Soldiers  then  conducted  him 

rid  Efurial',  nee  jejunarunt.  Biberunt  etiam  de  Vino,  quod 
mifcuum  erat  Aquis  Obli-vionis,  cubitumque  pojlea  i'verunt. 
Circa  tempejlam  iters  NoClem,  Satellites  Regis  ad  ejus 
Mandatum  jfcdis  Pur  a  Corona  circumdant.  slperit  Pur  a 
Januam  :  ingrcdiuntur  Satellites  Conclave  Jefu  &  Affe- 
clarum  ejus,  eofque  Compcdibus  conftringunt.  Jefus  itaque 
intendebat  An'wium  in  Nomen  immenfum,  fed  non  valebat 
illud  ajfequi,  omnium  enim  ejus  Connexionum  oblitus  erat. 
Tunc  dixit  Jefus  :  De  me  didtum  eft  ;  Vinum  es  Muftumy 
&e.  (Hof  iv.  II  )  Satellites  autetn  Jcfum  &  Affeclas  ab- 
ducunt  in  Career^  diclum  Domus  Blafphemantis,  quia 
Probris  £jf  Blafpbemiis  affecit  Deum.  Mane  itaque  Regi 
nunciabatur  Jejxm  &  Sequaces  ejus  captos  efife,  et  Carceri 
inclufos.  Prtfcepit  'verb  Rex,  cuftodire  eos  ufqus  adPeftum 
Tabemaculorum,  Veniebat  tunc  omnis  Populus  Domini,  ad 
fe  proftcmandum  coram  Domino  in  Pefto,  juxta  id  quod 
pr  weeper  at  Mofes.  Jufjit  ergo  Rex  lapidare  Jefu  Di/cipw 
los  extra  Hierofolymam,  tjjf  <viderunt  omnes  lfraelit<ey  & 
Lapidibus  obruerunt  Sequaces  Jefu*  Uni<verfus  au'.em  If 
rael  Cantica  &  Laudes  deferebat  Deo  Ifraeli,  quod  Viros 
hofee  Belial  in  Manus  ear  urn  tradiderit. 

Hift.  Jefchuae,  pag.  67,  68,  fcf  69. 

1  and 
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and  his  Difciples  to  a  certain  Prifon,  called  the  Houfc 
of  Blafphem  v,  becaufe  they  had  blafphemed  God.  In 
the  Morning  therefore  it  was  told  the  King,  that  Jefus 
and  his  Followers  were  apprehended.  The  King  gave 
Directions  thereupon,  that  they  Jhould  he  kept  clofe  Pri- 
foners  until  the  Feaft  of  Tabernacles,  when,  as  the 
Law  of  Mofes  direcls,  all  the  People  came  to  ajfemhle 
before  the  Lord.  Then  the  King  gave  Command  that  J e- 
fus's  Difciples  Jhould  be  carried  out  of  Jerufalem,  and 
Jloned;  which  was  executed  before  the  Eyes  of  all  Ifrael, 
who  fang  Songs  of  Joy,  and  rendered  Glory  to  God,  for 
having  enabled  them  to  punijh  thus  thefe  wicked  Men. 
Without  animadverting,  dear  Monceca,  on  the 
numerous  Falfities  and  notorious  Blunders  in  this 
PafTage,  which  are  fo  eafily  and  effectually  deftroy'd, 
not  only  by  the  Nazarene,  but  alio  by  our  own 
Hiftorians,  give  me  leave  to  mark  out  an  evident 
Abfurdity  which  every  unlearned  Reader  muft  dif- 
cern.  If  the  Difciples  of  Jefus  were  ftoned  about 
the  Feaft  of 'TdbernacUsi  and  himfelf  crucified  fome 
fmall  time  after  without  ever  coming  out  of  Prifon, 
how  came  the  Seel  of  the  Nazarenes  to  fpread,  and 
to  become  fo  powerful  ?  Who  were  they  who  went 
to  propagate  its  Doctrines  into  the  moft  diftant 
Climates  ?  How,  being  thus  deftroyed  in  the  Be- 
ginning, came  it  to  fpring  again  out  of  its  Afhes  ? 
The  Rabbinical  Hiftorian  forefaw  fome  of  thefe 
Difficulties, and  endeavour'd  to  provide  againft  them, 
but  in  as  lame  a  manner  as  if  he  had  drank  fome  of 
his  own  Waters  of  Oblivion,  which  hindered  Jefus 
from  recollecting  the  all-powerful  Name.  Is  it  not 
an  inconteftible  Method  of  proving  Facts,  to  ground 
the  Evidence  produced  in  their  favour,  on  poetical 
Pagan  Fictions,  and  the  Dreams  of  the  Cabbalifts, 
the  greateft  Fools  in  the  whole  World  ?  For  there, 
Monceca,  amongft  thefe  worthy  People  muft  we  find 
the  Sources  of  this  Water  of  Oblivion,  which  never 

fwelled 


Let.  159.      The  Jewish  Spy.  305 

fwelled  any  Streams  but  thofe  of  Lethe,  and  that 
boundlefs  Power  of  the  ineffable  Name,which  indeed 
has  had  the  Power  of  turning  the  Heads  of  inume- 
rable  Cabbalifts  pad  all  Recovery. 

This  Man,  whofe  Writings  you  contemn  fo  much, 
ought,  in  my  Opinion,  to  hold  the  fupreme  Rank 
among  worthlefs  Authors,  for  I  think  verily  none 
of  his  Brethren  ever  came  up  to  what  he  has  writ- 
ten concerning  the  Eftablimment  of  Nazarenifm 
after  the  Death  of  Jefus  *.  "  It  came  to  pafs, 
"  fays  he,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Al  having  heard 
"  that  Jefus  was  crucified,  had  a  fharp  Difpute 
*«  with  the  Ifraclites.  They  flew  all  they  couli 
"  meet  with,  and  having  murder'd  upwards  of  two 
"  thoufand,  the  Ifraelites  durft  no  longer  go  up  to 
"  the  Temple  on  the  appointed  Feafb.  The  King 
"  therefore  made  War  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Ai, 
c<  but  he  found  it  impracticable  to  fubdue  them. 
"  There  were  however,  at  this  time,  in  the  City,  a 
•*  great  number  of  feditious  Spirits,  Lovers  of  No- 
"  velties  and  prone  to  Infurredtions.    Some  of  thefe 

*'  unquiet 

*  Faelum  <vero  eft,  cum  inaudirent  Aitae  fufpenfum  effe 
Jefchu,  at  Litem  indicerent  acerbam  lfraeU.  Shtando  er- 
go offender  tint  Aitae  Ifraelitamt  eum  Ngci  dederunt  ;  CJ7* 
occifa  ita  funt  Ifraelitarum  bi?ia  millia  Virorum.  Nee  po- 
terctit  lfraelitae  adfeendcre  in  Ffum,  propter  Viros  At *; 
Be  Hum  igitur  gerebat  Rex  cum  Aitis.  Scd  eofdem  fubigere 
ncn  <valebat.  Nam  ipjts  cum  Hiero/olymis  increfcebat 
Nu merits  Hominum  improbijfimorum  coram  Rege.  ^uidam 
autem  illorum  Hominum  Propudia  At  ibant,  Mendaciaque 
Aitis  referebant,  fcilicet  triduo  poftquam  fufpenfus  fuijfet 
Jefchu  Ignem  de  Casio  cecidijfe,  Jefchu  ciicumcinxijfe,  in- 
dtque  ilium  e  Vefliglo  re-vixiffe,  pofteaque  in  Ccelum  afcen- 
diffe.  Fidem  <vero  adhibebant  Aitae  Verbis  Sceleftorum  il- 
lorum, £ff  Jurisjurandi  Fide  inlerpofitd  conjpirabant  fe 
Cii:;en  ufturos  in  Ifraelitis,  cujus  Reatumfibi  confeiverant 
Jefchu  fufpendendo.      Jeluda  autem  cum  -videret  horrenda 

Aitas 
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'*  unquiet  People  found  means  to  confer  with  cer- 
"  tain  Perfons  who  dwelt  in  Ai,  and  told  them  a 
u  thoufand  Fables.  They  faid,  that  three  Davs 
"  after  the  Death  otjcfus^  Fire  fell  from  Heaven, 
"  furrounded  his  Body,  reflored  him  to  Life,  and 
"  that  he  afterwards  afcended  to  Heaven.  The 
**  Inhabitants  of  Al  giving  credit  to  all  that  they 
"  were  told,  became  more  and  more  determined 
€C  to  revenge  on  the  Ifr  a  elites  the  Death  of  JefUs^ 
"  whom  they  thought  unjuftly  crucified.  Jekuda 
"  knowing  the  Difpofitions  of  the  Citizens  of  Ai9 
"  wrote  to  them  to  diiTuade  them  in  thefe  Terms  : 
"  The  Peace  of  God  re/Is  not  on  the  impious ;  Why 
"  then  do  the  People  fuffer  themfehes  to  be  deluded 
"  with  Lyes?  Come  to  Jerufalem,  and  bury  your  Jup- 
<c  pofed  Prophet^  &c.  Hereupon  the  Inhabitants  of 
<f  At  fent  Deputies  to  Jerufalem^  who  were  (hewn 
<c  the  Body  of  Jefus  where  it  was  interred.  Thefe 
*c  Deputies  returning  to  the  City,  inftead  of  giving 

Aitas  Facinora  fnoliri,  ad  eos  Litems  in  hunc  Senfum  de- 
dit.  Non  eft  Pax,  ait  Dominus,  Impiis.  Quare  con- 
fpirant  Gentes,  &  Nationes  meditantur  Vanitatem  ?  Ve- 
nite,  quaefo,  Hierofolymam,  &  confpicitePfeudo-Prophe- 
tamvellrum.  Ecce  enim  ille  eft  cadaver  protritum,  Ca« 
nis  mortuus  &  fcetidus,  quem  depofui  ego  in  Recondito- 
rio  Stercorum  !  Inutiles  ergo  illi  Homines,  cum  haec  per- 
ciperent,  Hierofolymam  pergunt,  ibi que  evident  'Jefum  de  ba- 
ft um  in  Loco  Sor dibits  &  Stercoribus  inquinatijfimo .  Re- 
cipient es  autem  fe  in  Ai,  divulgant  ibi  pur  a  Mendacia 
ejje,  quae  tranfcripferit  Jehuda.  Nam  ecce  [aiebani]  ve- 
nimus  nos  Hierofolymam,  &  plures  ibi  funt  qui  contra 
Begem  infurrexerunt,  eumqueexpulerunt,  quod  noluerit 
credere  in  Jefum  :  Multi  quoque  Sapientum  occifi  funtob 
ipfam  etiam  Infidelitatem  in  Jefum.  Aitae  itaque  crede- 
bant  Verbis  mendacibus  Hominum  nauci,  Bellumque  indice- 
bant  Ifrael. 

Hill.  Jefchuse,   fag.  95,   96,    97. 

"  g!ory 
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V  glory  to  the  Truth,  affirmed  all  that  was  con- 
M  tained  in  Jebuda's  Fpiftle  to  be  notorious  Lyes  and 
"  Faifhoods ;  as  alfo  that  Numbers,  in  Jerufalem 
«  itfelf,  were  come  over  to  Jefus,  and  had  revolted 
•c  againft  the  King.  On  this  News  the  People  of 
<c  Ai  cut  the  Throats  of  many  wife  Citizens  who 
M  had  been  Enemies  to  Jefus,  and  continued  the 
"  War  as  vigoroufly  as  ever  againft.  the  Ifraelites" 

Behold,  Monceca,  a  Series  of  Facts,  of  which  no 
other  Author,  Pagan  or  Chriftian,  ever  fpake  a 
Word.  It  is  really  matter  of  Surprize,  how  a  Per- 
fon  ever  fo  well  trained  to  lying,  could,  without 
blufhing,  give  fuch  a  Romance  as  this  to  the  World 
as  true  Hiitory.  This  Rabbi  ought  at  leaft  to  have 
given  fome  Appearance  of  Truth  to  his  Fictions. 
There  never  was  any  thing  fo  ill  contrived,  (o  in- 
connected,  or  fo  contradictory,  as  to  fay,  that  the 
Difciples  of  Jefus  were  ftoned,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Jerufalem  were  pleafed  therewith  ;  that  People 
from  Ai  came  and  faw  the  dead  Body  of  Jefus ;  and 
yet  that  thefe  very  People  mould  fight  moft  zealouf- 
ly  in  his  Quarrel.  Have  not  the  Nazarenes  all  the 
Reafon  in  the  World  to  treat  our  Rabbies  as  a  Crew 
of  Impoftors,  and  to  decry  Judaifm,  becaufe  built 
upon  their  Writings,  and  confequently  refting  on  a 
wretched  Mafs  of  Lyes,  ridiculous  Fictions,  and 
groundlefs  Calumnies? 

If  all  our  Biethren  of  the  Houfe  of  Ifrael  were 
o^  the  fame  Difpofition  with  the  Caraites,  they 
would  not  ftand  in  fear  of  any  fuch  Reproaches. 
Our  Faith  is  grounded  folely  on  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures. Our  Oracles  alone  are  infallible,  and  there- 
fore we  are  never  deceived.  In  order  to  defend  our 
Caufe  againft  the  Chriftians,  we  are  not  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  Frauds  unworthy  of  an  honeft  Man. 
They  attack  us  from  the  Scriptures,  and  in  the  fame 
Scriptures  we  find  matter  for  our  Defence.     If  they 

could 
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could  once  provS  to  our  Satisfaclion  the  Prophecies 
to  be  accomplifhed,  we  fhould  readily  go  over  to 
their  Faith.  But  we  do  not  conceive  this  poflible, 
that  the  great  Lamp  of  Ifrael  mould  as  yet  have 
fhined  amongft  us.  When  he  fhall  appear,  his  Light 
fhail  be  vifible  unto  all.  It  will  be  to  no  purpofe  to 
fhut  our  Eyes.  His  Rays  will  pierce  through  the 
thickeft  Darknefs ;  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to 
fuppofe  the  MeJJiah,  coming  to  free  all  the  Jews^ 
fnould  leave  the  greateft  Part  of  them  in  Ignorance 
and  Blindnefs. 

This,  dear  Monceca^  is  the  capital  Argument  a- 
gainft  the  Nazarenes.  They  fay  thtMeJJiab  is  come. 
What  good  has  he  done  the  Jews?  For  from  them, 
and  for  them,  the  Scriptures  fay  he  was  to  come  in- 
to the  World.  However,  ail  forts  of  Mifchiefs 
have  fallen  on  our  Nation.  We  are  all  driven  from 
yerufalem.  The  Temple  of  the  living  God  is  de- 
linked. Sacrifices  are  no  longer  offered.  We  are 
a  Prey  to  the  Malice,  Hatred,  and  Cruelty  of  all 
Nations.  Are  thefe  the  Bleflings  promifed  on  the 
Coming  of  the  MeJJiah  ?  Is  this  the  mining  Star 
which  was  to  illuminate  Ifrael^  which  was  to  bring 
us  Profperity  without  End  \  Our  Miferies  prove  but 
too  flrongly,  that  our  Redeemer  is  not  come.  When 
he  fhall  truly  appear,  the  Afoztfmz^themfelves  will 
eafily  know  him  by  the  Favours  which  he  will  be- 
llow upon  us.  He  mail  lead  us  forth  out  of  Slavery, 
and  our  Liberty,  our  Glory,  our  good  Fortune, 
fhall  become  fuch  mining  Evidences,  as  to  convince 
even  the  moft  obftinate  and  the  moll:  infatuated  of 
our  Enemies. 

Farewel,  dear  Monceca^  live  content  and  happy, 
and  depend  on  my  giving  you,  in  my  next,  fome 
farther  Remarks  on  the  impertinent  Work  of  this 
Rabbinical  Impoftor. 
Cairo. 

LET- 
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LETTER     CLX. 

Isaac  Onis,  Car  ait  e^  formerly  a  Rabbi  at 
Conftantinople,  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

T  Prom  I  fed  you,  dear  Monceca,  to  write  to  you 
*  once  again,  on  the  Head  of  the  Abfurdities  and 
Falfities  which  the  Rabbins  have  inferted  in  the  Life 
of  the  Legislator  of  the  Nazarenes.  I  fhall  begin 
with  a  Pallage  which  follows  that  I  copied  in  my 
laft,  and  which  the  fliamelefs,  ridiculous  Hiftorian 
continues  in  thefe  Terms  *. 

«  The 

*  Rex  ergo  iff  Sapientes .  perfpicientes,  A  it  as  lfraelitis 
Jvperiores  evader  e,  iff  adaugcri  ctlam  Agmen  Hominum  im- 
piijjimorum,  f  era  fit  hi  Fratres  iff  Cognati  Jefu,  J  Conflia. 
invicem  mount  J  ehudamque  rogant,  quid  optimum  FaSixi 
in  Re  dificHi  fibi  vidcretur  ?  Rcfpovdit  Jehuda  :  Ecce 
Avunculus  Jefu  ell  Simeon  Hakkalpafi,  qui  itidem  ell 
Senex  venerabilis  admodum.  Tradite,  fultis,  ei  Nomen 
Immenfunt,  &  ablegate  ilium  A"f,  ibi  ut  patret  Miracula, 
Civibofque  edicat,  omnia  ilia  fe  facere  {£•*  fij?*l  ^?V* 
Aitcs  vero  opiniabuntur,  dicere  ilium  velle  ^*  lDi1^» 
in  Nomine  jefu  ;  cum  Explicatio  tamen  Vocularum  ^)? 
njH  ambigua  fit,  atque  adeo  apta  nata  ad  decipiendos 
iila  A'fras:  nam  j^jTl  ^V  (qu°d  notare  etiam  poteft  ex 
Mente  Jefu,  in  Nomine  Jefu,)  Stylo  Rabbinico  ell  V)\+fr 
Dl3tf>  Phrafis  quas  exprimit  Ac~tum,  quern  coaclus  quis 
&  invitus  ob  urgentem  Neceflitatem  fufcipit.  Viri  vero 
A'i:x  credent  Verbis  Simeonis,  Avunculus  Jefu  cum  fit. 
Oportet  autem  perfuadeat  Simeon  ill  is ,  in  Mandatis  ei 
dediiTe  Jefum  edicere  iis  ne  belligerarent  cum  lfraelitis, 
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cc  The  King  and  the  Wifemen  about  him,  ob- 
<c  ferving  that  the  Aiians  grew  every  Day  more 
M  powerful,  and  that  the  Number  of  Innovators 
'*  and  impious  Perfons  encreafed  continually, 
c;  among  whom  the  Relations  of  Jefus  eminently 
"  diftinguifh'd  themfelves,  deliberated  ferioufly 
<c  what  Meafures  it  became  them  to  take  ;  inviting 
<c  Jehuda  to  Council,  and  intreating  him  to  give 
<c  his  Advice  freely.  To  which  Jehuda  anfwer'd 
<c  thus:  Behold  Simeon  Hakkalpafi,  Uncle  to  Jefus. 

«  He 

cum  Jefus  ipfemet  Vindiclam  de  illis  fumturus  eflet.  Ap- 
frobabat  fe  hoc  Confilium  Regi  &  Sapientibus.  Accerfunt 
itaque  Simconem,  illique  Rem  totam  enarrant.  Rejpondit 
Simeon;  J  urate  mi  hi  fancle,  Hteredcm  me  futurum  Se- 
culi  venturi.  Tunc  iho  ego  lubens,  iliifque  proponam 
Statuta  non  bona,  atque  ceff  re  faciam  Bellum  ab  Ifraele, 
'Jurant  proinde  Sapientes  &  Seniores  Simeoviy  eique  com- 
mittunt  Nominis  Jmmen/i  Arcanum  facratijjimum. 

Abiit  ergo  Simeon,  <5'  cum  prtpe  jam  Ai  ejjet,  effinxit 
Nuheculam  aiiquam  minor  em  i  Tonitrubufque  C5*  FuJgetrij 
inde  emijjist  ipfe  Nubecula?  infcdit^  Mvgi tuque  Tonitru,  qua 
Aitas  percclleret,  edito,  in  hac  Verba  fari  coepit:  Audite, 
viri  Aita?.  Convenite  ad  Turrim  AYticam,  &  ibi  pr«- 
fcribam  vobis  Statuta  Jefchu.  A'it&t  Voce  hac  audita  per- 
terrefadi,  undique  ad  Turrim  ijiam  'soncurrunt.  Et  ecce 
Simeon  fertur  JUpra  Nubem .  Defcendit  vero  pojioa  de 
Nube  in  Turrim  ;  h"  <viri  jfjkejt,  car  am  go  projlen:  unit . 
Dicit  autem  Simean  i  Ego  fum  Simeon  Hakkalph,  Avuoi 
cuius  jefchu.  Jefus  Yero  convenie  me,  meque  ad  vos 
amandavit,  ut  edocerem  vos  Statuta  ejus  5  nam  Jefus 
Filius  Dei  eii.  Ego  porro  Simeon  edoceho  vos  Legem. 
Jefu,  Statuta  nova.  Ed'uiit  <v?ro  Simeon  in  Confptftu  co- 
rum  Signa  &  Portent  a  magna.  A'itce  Proin  Verbis  Simca- 
n'n  Fiaem  adhihuerunt%  eique  diXerunt :  Faciemus,  8c  ob* 
fequemuromni,  quod  prseCef  Urus  es  nobis.  Simean  ait: 
Pecipite  vos  in  "^des  vellras,  Qmnes  ergo  Aita  ^des 
fuas  repeiun}.  Simeon  autem  in  Turri  Aitica  re/idebat, 
cf  covferibebat  Statuta  Ma,   praut  ei  edixeraut  Rex  & 
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Let.  160.     Tbe  Jewish  Spy.  311 

iC  He  is  a  rnofl  venerable  old  Man,  Difcover  to  him 
"  all  the  Myjlcries  and  all  Properties  of  the  All- 
"  powerful  Name.  When  you  have  done  all  this ,  let 
"  him  go  immediately  to  Citizens  of  Ai  ;  let  him 
"  perform  before  their  Eyes  Signs  and  Wonders  -,  and 
"  let  him  fay,  Thefe  Things  I  do  by  the  Power  of  An- 
"  other.  The  People  of  that  City  will  undoubtedly 
"  believe  he  does  all  this  by  the  Power  of  Jefus  ;  the 
"  Phrafe  being  exaclly  calculated  to  deceive  them.  For 
"  thefe  Words,  By  the  Power,  or  through  the  Vir- 

Sapientes.  lmmutabat  etiam  Alphabet-am,  aliifque  Lite- 
ral Kominibus  infigniebat,  ad  dandum  iacite  Indicium, 
omnia  qu<e  prcecepturus  e>'at  Mendacia  fore.  Hoc  vera 
Alphabet  urn  eft  quod  'die  cudit :  a,  be,  ce,  de,  e,  ef",  cha, 
i,  ke,  el,  em,  en,  o,  pe,  ku,  er,  es,  te,  w,  icx,  etzer, 
zet.  Et  brcc  Explicatio  ejus :  J*Ott  ^ater  meus  e&  E- 
faii,  £^1  -]>y  Venator,  &  Jaflus  ille  erat  :  &•  ecce  Filii 
ejus  credant  in  Jefum,  qui  *?{0  'H  vlvlt  ut  E)eus.  Suf. 
focetur  Anima  illorun\;  quia  Deo  lift  tOtf  non  eft 
Mater,  fefus  vero  habebat  Matrem :  led  p*"npt?){$ 
nrai  u'pVDliynEp^reus,  Sedutfor,  &c.        ' 

Confer ipfit  injuper  in  U/hm  illorum  Libros  mendaciffimoSj 
eofque  vocavit  *]V^.H  ]1J%  Iniquitatern  Confurnptionis. 
Puta-oerunt  <vero  illiy  eum  dicere  \y^  t^ft  !?•  d.  Pater, 
&  Filius,  &  manifeJtatus  Spiritus  S.  Et  conferipfit  illis 
etiam  Libros  Nomine  Difcipulorum  Jfu,  &  fpeciatim  Jo- 
hannis  :  Dixit  vero  Jefum  omnia  ilia  fibi  tradidijfe,  J\ec 
abfque  Intcntione  Jingulari  cencinvavit  Libra  m  Johannis, 
J  Hi  proin  putabant  Myfteria  ea  effey  cum  tamen  amnia  ilia 
von •  ftint  n'tfti  Vanitass  &  Figmentum  Cordis  :  u/i  qua  (-v. g. ) 
fripjit  in  illo  Libra  Johann;s,  cap.  xiii,  Johannem  vidif- 
fe  Beiham  aliquam,  cui  fuerunt  feptem  Capita,  &  decern 
Cornua,  cum  decern  etiam  Coronis ;  Nomenque  Beftia* 
eit  Nomen  blarp hernia,  &  Numerum  Nominis  Beftije 
elle  666.  Hie  Verborum  Senfus  eft  :  Beftia  ha:c  eft  }t;ichu 
Nazarenus  :  Ei  funt  feptem  Capita,  tot  nimirum  titers 
funt  in  binis  Vocabulis  hi  fee  f\^  ^,  &c. 

Hill.  Jdchuae,  pa^,  ico— 115, 
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u  tue  of  Another,  imply,  in  the  Rabbinical  Style, 
<c  acling  by  Conjlraint,  and,  as  it  were,  under  the 
<c  Direclion  of  Another.     Beyond  all  doubt,  the  Citi- 
*'   zens  of  Ai  will  give  entire  credit  to  what  Simeon, 
c<  the  Uncle  of  Jefus,  Jh all  fay  to  them  ;   and  then  he 
"  mujl  perfuade  them,  that  it  is  the  Will  of  Jefus 
<c  they  foould  ceafe  to  perfecute  the  Ifraelites,   becaufe 
<c  he  would  revenge  him f elf  in  an  exemplary  manner. 
<c  The  King,  and  all  the  Wifemen  who  were  with 
cc  him,    approved   the  Advice  given   by   Jehuda. 
«c  They  fent  inftantly  for  old  Simeon,  and  declar'd 
<c  to  him  all  they  had  refolv'd  upon.     Swear  to  me, 
<c  faid  he,  that  I  Jhall  never  fuffer  Reproach  here- 
**  after,  on  account  of  what  you  command  me,  and  I 
"  Jhall  obey  you  in  all  Things  with  P lea fure.     1  will 
tl  lead  your  Enemies  into  criminal  Opinions,  and  will 
*'  engage  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  War  they  carry  on 
<c  againji  you.     The  Wifemen  and  Elders  fwore 
"  then  to  Simeon,  as  he  had  defired,  and  reveal'd 
"  unto   him   the   Myfteries   of   the  All-powerful 
"  Name. 

u  He  (et  out  immediately  ;  and  when  he  came 
<c  into  the  Neighbourhood  of  Ai,  he  form'd  a  thick 
"  dark  Cloud,  whence  Lightnings  play'd  conti- 
ct  nually.  He  placed  himfelf  thereupon  and  fpoke 
M  thence  to  the  People  thus :  Hear  me,  ye  Inhabi- 
"  tants  of  Ai,  call  an  AJfembly  at  the  Foot  of  the 
c*  Tower,  and  I  will  inform  you  of  the  Commands  of 
**  Jefus.  The  Inhabitants,  extremely  frighted, 
"  ran  together  in  Crouds.  Simeon  riding  on  his 
"  Cloud,  came  alfo  unto  the  fame  Place,  and  de- 
"  fcended  at  laft  on  the  Tower.  The  Citizens  of 
"  Ai  proftrated  themfelves  at  his  Feet  ;  and  he 
••  then  fpake  to  them  after  this  manner :  I  am  Si- 
"  meon  Hakkalph,  Uncle  to  Jefus,  who  came  to  me 
*'  lately,  and  fent  me  unto  you,  to  inform  you  of 
"  his  Will  3  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  I  will  teach 
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"  you  his  Law.  Then  did  he  many  ftrange  Mi- 
••  racles  ;  infomuch  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Ai  be- 
4<  lieved  him,  and  faid,  We  will  obey  you  In  what" 
"  ever  you  command;  and  whatever  you  direel  usy 
<c  that  will  we  do.  Simeon  thereupon  ordain'd,  that 
"  they  fhould  retire  to  their  Houfes  ;  while  he, 
"  remaining  in  the  Tower,  compiled  wicked  and 
"  prejudicial  Laws,  according  as  he  had  prom i fed 
"  the  King  and  the  Elders.  He  changed  likewife 
"  the  Alphabet,  and  gave  new  Names  to  the  Let- 
«  ters,  to  ferve  as  a  fecret  Index,  that  all  he  taught 
u  them  was  Lies  and  Impofhires.  Now  the  Al- 
"  phabet  he  invented  ran  thus :  a,  be,  ce,  de,  e> 
"  ef,  cha,  i,  ke,  el,  em,  en,  o,  p,  qu,  er,  efs,  tey 
"  u,  iex,  etxet,  zet.  Of"  which  this  is  the  fcxpli- 
"  cation:  My  Father  was  Efau  the  Hunter,  and  he 
"  was  faint,  &c.  He  compofed  alfo  many  Books 
"  in  the  Names  of  the  Difciples  of  Jefrs  ;  and  par- 
"  ticularly,  the  Revelations  in  the  Name  of  John, 
"  &c. 

Do  you  think,  dear  Monccca,  that  among  the 
Tales  of  the  Fairies,  there  is  any  thing  more  ridi- 
culous than  this  Tale  of  Hakkalpafi?  Is  it  poflible 
for  Man  to  devife  a  more  monltrous  or  more  ab- 
furd  Story  than  the  extravagant  Fiction  of  the  Law, 
given  from  an  high  Tower  by  a  Peifon  riding  thi- 
ther on  a  Cloud.  The  Oath  he  exacted  of  the  El- 
ders, that  the  Fraud  he  u  fed  again  ft  the  Dwellers  in 
At  fhould  not  prejudice  his  Salvation,  and  their  Pro- 
mife  thereupon,  is  it  not  wounding  ail  Morality  to 
the  quick?  Where  is,  I  will  not  fay  the  honelt 
Man,  but  where  is  the  Villain,  who  will  dare  to 
maintain,  that  it  is  lawful,  under  colour  of  fervin* 
any  Religion,  to  deceive  a  whole  People,  and  per- 
fuade  them  to  commit  the  greateft  Crimes,  under 
colour  of  obeying  the  Will  of  God? 

Vol.  IV.  P  Tb:s 
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This  Rabbinical  Hiftorian  had  Notions  no  way 
reconcileable  to  Equity  or  right  Reafon.  It  feems 
that  he  was  as  much  a  Cheat  as  a  Liar;  and  that 
he  approved,  in  his  Heart,  any  fort  of  Frauds 
which  might  turn  to  advantage.  Of  this,  nothing 
can  be  a  ftronger  Inftance  than  the  following  Paf- 
fage,  in  his  own  Words*.  "  Rabbi  Ak,  fays  he, 
Ci  went  to  Nazareth,  and  informed  himfelf  where 
"  Mezaria,  the  Wife  of  Karchat,  dwelt.  As  foon 
<c  as  he  knew  it,  he  tranfported  himfelf  thither, 
"  and  found  Miriam  all  alone,  her  Husband  being 
<c  gone  abroad.  Daughter,  faid  he,  it  is  by  the  fpe- 
* '  rial  Favour  of  Heaven  that  I  have  found  you  alone, 
"  your  Husband  being  abroad.  I  conjure  you  to  tell 
<c  me  truly  your  Adventures ;  and  if  you  inform  me 
*{  ju/lly,  I promife  you  ever la/ling  Happinefs.  Rabbi 
*'  Ak,  alfo  to  fatisfy  her,  gave  her  his  Oath  ;  but 

*  R.  AK  igitur  Nazaretbam  it,  exque  lncolis  Urbis  in- 
quirit,  ublnam  habitet  Mezaria,  Conjugio  juncla  cum 
Karchat.  Monjirant  indigents  Rabbino  JEdes,  quas  cum 
adiiffet  A.  K,  non  offendit  ibi  Maritum,  fed  Uxorem  Jo- 
lam  ;  Warn  itaque  it  a  affatur  :  Filia  mea,  fingulari  Do- 
mini Providentia  effeclum  eft  quod  Maritus  tuus  Domi 
non  fit.  Ego  itaque  te  per  Dominum  Deum  Coelorum 
acijuro,  ut  edicas  mini,  quae  Studia  tua,  &  fint,  &  fue- 
rint  olim  ;  tibique  (fideliter  Geila  narranti)  fpondeo  Se- 
culum  futurum.  Refpondit  ei  Uxor  :  Jura,  quaefo,  mihi 
per  Nomen  Domini.  Jusjurandum  confeflim  praftat 
R.  AK,  Ore  fuo,  fed  Corde  illud  nullum  facit.  'Tunc 
Uxorita  ad  eum  loquitur :  Miriam  ego  fum,  Soror  Sime- 
onis  Hakkalph,  Uxor  Papi.  Aufugi  vero  cum  Jofe- 
pho  Pandira,  &  procreavit  ille  ex  me  Lib^ros  fpurios 
Bethlehemae.  Eo  autem  Tempore,  quo  Herodes  illuc 
venit  nos  lupidaturus,  in  ^Egyptum  fugimus.  Ibi  cum 
ingravefceret  Annona,  hue  revertimur,  Nominaque 
nolira  immutamus,  ne  nofcerent  nos  Homines.  Hcec 
cum  audiffet  R.  AK,  Vefies  laceravit  eique  ita  edixit,  &c. 
Hilt.    Jeichuse,  p.  24  &  25, 
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<c  it  was  Lips  only  fwore,  and  he  promifed  nothing 
46  in  Heart.  Then  the  Woman,  to  whom  he 
"  fpake,  anfwered  :  I  a?n  Miriam,  Sifter  to  Simeon 
"  Hakkalph,  tffc.  Rabbi  Ak  having  heard  all  her 
"  Story,  rent  his  Clothes,  csV." 

Behold,  dear  Monceea,  in  this  Rabbi  Ak  a  mofl: 
extraordinary  Perfon.  He  makes  no  fort  of  Diffi- 
culty of  Swearing  falfely,  and  of  invoking  the 
holy  Name  of  God,  to  give  Weight  to  his  abomi- 
nable Lies.  He  tears  his  Clothes,  however,  at  the 
News  told  him  by  Miriam  \  as  if  Adultery  was  a 
greater  Crime  than  premeditated  Perjury.  Eut  a 
Man,  like  this  worthy  Writer,  feldom  examines 
nicely  what  he  delivers.  How  mould  we  expecT:  any- 
thing wife  or  fage  from  fo  great  a  Fool,  fo  mere  a 
Bead  as  this  ignorant  Rabbi  ? 

I  will  conclude  this  Letter  with  a  comic  and 
mofl  extravagant  Adventure  of  fome  of  the  Difci- 
ples  of  Jefus,  which  this  wife  Author  thus  gravely 
fets  down  :  " Simeon  Hakkalph,  fays  he,  went  to  the 
cc  King,  and  faid,  that  rf  he  would  give  him  leave 
<c  to  act  as  he  thought  fit,  he  would  prefently  de- 
<c  ftroy  all  the  Followers  of  'ft-ftis,  who  were  in 
<c  the  City  of  Jerufalem,  The  King  anfwer'd,  / 
<c  give  you  my  Conjent ,  go,  and  the  Lord  be  with  you. 
cc  Then  Simeon  went  to  the  Innovators,  and  laid, 
c€  Comejetusgo  to  Ai ;  there  youftmllfee  tbeSigns  and 
<c  1  Fonder  s  I  have  done  by  the  Power  of  Jefus,  and 
<c  thofe  ivhich  1  am  yet  to  perform*  Numbers  there- 
"  fore  of  thefe  impious  Perfons  took  the  Road  to 
"  Ji,  as  he  directed,  and  others  rode  with  him  in 
"  a  Cloud.  But  as  they  went  thither,  Simeon 
<c  pufhed  them  out  of  the  Cloud,  and  threw  them 
"  on  the  Ground,  where  they  lay  fluin.  Simeon 
"  returning  thereupon  to  yerufalem^  told  the  Ad- 
*;  venture  to  the  King,  which  gave  him  great  Plea- 
P  2  «  fure; 
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u  fure  ;    and  thenceforward   Simeon  never  ftirred 
*<  from  the  Court  of  that  Prince  *?" 

I  would  ask  you,  dear  Monceca,  did  I  wrong,  to 
embrace  the  prudent  Sentiments  of  the  Cardites, 
and  ought  I  to  have  refted  in  a  Seel,  the  principal 
Doctors  thereof  efpoufe  fuch  abfurd  Impertinen- 
cies  V  If  one  ftudied  to  invent  a  Fable,  capable  of 
turning  a  whole  Work  into  Ridicule,  could  one 
have  fucceeded  better  than  this  Rabbi  ?  1  do  not 
believe,  that  in  all  Ariojio,  there  is  a  more  whimfi- 
cal  Vifion  than  this  ot  carrying  Men,  wham  we 
would  deftroy,  into  the  Air  in  a  Cloud,  and  then 
breaking  their  Necks  from  thence.  A  Perfon 
veiled  with  fuch  Powers,  who  knew  not  how  to  open 
new  Roads  through  the  Air,  did  he  ftand  in  need 
of  fuch  an  extraordinary  Expedient  as  this,  to  put 
fuch  Criminals  to  Death  ?  He  might  queftionlefs 
have  punifh'd  them  in  a  common  Method,  he  who 
had  fuch  Gifts,  and  not  have  troubled  himfelf  to 
carry  Folks  along  in  a  Cloud  ;  and  then  hazard  the 
laming  fome  honeft  Man,  by  throwing  them  down 
on  his  Head  \     Surely,  furely,  my  Friend,  none 

*  Turn  Simeon  Hakkalph  adit  Regem,  aitque:  Domine 
Rex,  concede  mini,  &  removebo  ego  nequiflimos  hos 
Homines  ex  Hierofolymis.  Refpondet  Rex  Simeon  :  Vi- 
de ;  Dominus  tecum  fit.  Simeon  ergo,  clanculum  fe  ad 
Nebuhnes  confer  ens,  Us  ait :  Surgite  ;  afcendamus  Ai',  & 
ibi  videbitis  Prodigia,  qm  ego  edidi  n^*l  *7P  Jefu. 
quaxjue  infuper  fafturus  ibi  fam.  Quidam  igitur  Homi- 
num  turpijfmorum  A'i  eunt.  Qui  dam  etiam  Nubi  juxta 
Simeonem  impojiti  Hieroflymam  linquunt.  In  Itinere  <ver<t 
contipit  ut  Simeon  Nube  <ve£lus  -decerneret  in  Terram  illos 
dejicere  ;  C5*  cedderunt  Homines  illi  null i  us  Frugi  de  Nube, 
ac  moriuntur.  Simeon  <vero,  Hierofohmam  repetens,  Regi 
Kegotium  enarrat,  Rexque  de  eo  gavifus  eft.  Ex  ed  <vero 
Die,  &  poftea,  non  recejjit  Simeon  ex  Aula  Regis  ufque  ad 
Mertem  fuam.    Hift.  Jefchuas,   p.    125,    126. 
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but  a  Rabbi  would  ever  have  been  fuch  a  Vifionary, 
as  to  think  of  raining  Men. 

Farewel,  live  content  and  happy,  and  may  the 
great  God  cover  thee  with  Prcfperities,  give  thee 
perfect  Health,  and  the  Viclory  over  all  thy  Ene- 
mies. 

Cairo, 


End  of  tA  Fourth  Volume. 
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y§B  AR  B  A  NE  L,  Rabbi,  his  Commentaries  on  the 

^jj£  letter  Prophets,  p  175.  Jews  forbid  to  read 
them,  ib.  His  Character,  ib,  Grand  Funeral 
for  him  at  Padua,    176. 

Abraham,  Rabbi,   his  ablurd  Doctrine  as  to  Satyrs,    7. 

Aclions,  the  moft  important  do  not  fometimes  correfpond 
with  the  Difcourfe  of  the  Performers,  74. 

Addifo/t,  much  inferior  to  Racine,  198.  Has  improved 
the  Englijh  Tragedy,  199.  Hurt  his  O/0  by  a  cold 
Scene  of  Love,  203.  The  principal  Character  in  that 
Tragedy  the  fineil  that  ever  appeared  on  the  Siage, 
204. 

Adrian  the  Emperor  fack'd  980  Towns,  and  burned 
480  Synagogues  in  Judca,  288.  The  Prayer  of  the 
Jews  againit  him,  288.  His  exceflive  Cruelty  at 
Jerufdlem  and  at  Bitter,  290.  Caufes  Jews  to  be 
ichd  like  Beafts,  291.  Reafon  of  his  Hatred  towards 
them,  292. 

Adverfity  requires  great  Strength  of  Mind  to  endure  it, 
196. 

Agammannon,  the  Butcher  of  his  Family,  63. 

Agmont  the  Hermetic  Philofopher,  239. 

Agrippa,    procured  to  Auguflus  moil  of  his  Glory,    221. 

Ai,  Jewifi  Fables  concerning  that  City  and  its  Inhabi- 
tants,  305,  6ffc.    310,   cjfr. 

Ajr.x,  no  better  than  a  Madman,  63. 

Mr,  fix  Foot  thereof  flrikes  the  Ssnfes  no  more  than 
one,  3.  Full  of  Bodies,  tho1  it  appear  empty,  ib.  Its 
Weight  obferved,    144. 

Ahba,    a   very   learned    Jew,     177,    178,    179.      Firfl: 

Compiler     of    the  Druterofes    or   Jewifb    Traditions, 

178.    His  Writings  fadlv  interpolated,  179.    Deferves 
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the   Title  of  Authentic,    177.      Ill  treated   by  the 
Cnriftians,  ibid. 

Alacoque,  Maiy,  her  Life,   191. 

Akirimf,  fee  Caba!a,    Cabilifts  and  Philofopher's  Stone. 

Alcoran,  tortured  by    its  Commentators,   187. 

Alexander  the  Great,  his  laft  ExcefTes  moil  fhameful, 
63.  His  Body  deprived  of  its  gold  Shrine  and  put  in- 
to one  of  Glafs,  76. 

Alexander  VII.  Pope,  contained  to  raife  a  Pillar  to  the 
Glory  of  Lewis  XIV,  217. 

Amhajfadori,  Engii/b,  ill  treated  in  Mufcovy,  58. 

Amity,  fee  Friendfnip. 

Apocalypfe,  fee  Revelations. 

Jpojlles,  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead  preached  by  them 
to  all  the  World,  21.  They  fealcd  their  Doctrines 
with  their  Bleed,  ibid. 

Arabia,  its  Deferts  without  Water,  4. 

Arc  Joan  of,  fee  Pucelle. 

Argens,  Marquis  de,  Philofophy  of  good  Senfe  written 
by  him,  cited,  264. 

Ariantfm,  St.  Gregory  perfuaded  an  Emperor  to  perfecute 
People  for  ir,  280. 

Arifictle,  Paflages  from  Mallebrancbe,  Loch,  and  Des 
Cartes,  againft  his  Philofophy,  Preface.  Briskly  cri- 
ticifed  by  Mallebrancbe,  231.  Deftroyed  by  the  Car- 
tejians,  237.  In  credit  only  with  the  Monks,  ibid. 
Lock'd  on  as  a  Cabalift,  239.  Cenfured  the  Senate 
contrived  by  Lycurgus,  but  approves  his  Law  for  expo- 
fmg  Children,  276.    Advifes  a  worfe  Expedient,  ibid. 

Arnauldt  perfecuted  by  the  JefuitsoviK  of  pure  Spite,  22. 

Affile  us,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher,    243. 

Arthur,  King,  deemM  an  Alchemill,   242. 

AjJ'vjJins,  rarely  efc  pe  Punifhn.ent,  78.  Examples,  Hid, 
Reilrained  in  Italy  by  hanging  without  going  to  Con. 
feff.on.    171. 

AJfouci,  burlefqued  Ovid,  and  thereby  rendered  himfelf 
ridiculous,   228. 

AJiro/cgers,  often  banifhed  Rome,  always  remained,    79. 

Ashanafms,  St.  wro:e  the  Life  of  St.  Anthony,  8.  Re- 
ports that  Saint's  Converfation  with  a  Satyr,  ibid. 

Atheijis,  believe  nothing  in  Health,  and  all  things  when 

at 


INDEX. 

at  the  Point  of  Death,  156.     Very  contemptible  Fel- 
lows, ibid. 

jQtbenagoras  thought  the  Satyrs  fallen  Angels,   7. 

Attraction,  fubflituted  by  Newton  in  the  Vortices  of 
Mr.  Des  Cartes,    147. 

Adventurers,  or  foreign  Sharpers,  many  in  London,  79. 
Makes  the  Enojijb  diffident  of  Foreigners,  ibid. 

Adventures  of  two  fquabbling  Authors,  22,  23.  Of 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Mi  ebon,  72,  73.  Of  a  Mufician  and 
Metaphyfician,  80.  Of  an  Inn  keeper's  Son  with  an 
EngUjb  Woman  of  Quality,  120.  Tragical  one  of  a 
whole  Englijb  Family,  192.  Fatal  ore  of  a  French- 
Man  who  would  needs  imitate  the  Englijb,  193.  Of 
a  Spaniard  reduced  to  Want,  196.  Of  an  unlucky 
Chinefe  in  Trance,  209,  C5V.  Of  the  Patriarch  aad 
Corregidor  at  Lisbon,    224. 

Augu/iiu,  St.  his  excellent  Remark  on  the  Beauty  of  Vir- 
tue, 27c.  Becomes  of  a  mild  and  difcreet  Man  fo  vio- 
lent as  to  be  ftiied  the  Patriarch  of  Perfecutors,  281. 

Amguffus,  no  honeiler  in  his  Youth  than  a  Highwayman, 
46.  When  old  fulfilled  the  Proverb,  ibid.  He  would 
have  made  a  bad  Figure  but  for  his  Minilters,  221. 
Vifits  the  Tomb  of  Alexander  the  Great,   76. 

Author,  being  fc,  does  not  lefTen  a  Man's  Quality,  Pief. 

Authors,  two  quarrel  and  outrage  each  other,  22,  23. 
Never  commend  but  with  Defign,  23. 

Axotbt  the  fifth  Element  of  the  Cabalifts,  242. 

B. 

Bacon,  Chancellor,  in  fome  Meafure  PredecefTcr  to  Des 
(.artes  and  Gajfendi  in  the  new  Philofophy,  1^0. 
Fereiaw  and  predicted  the  Fall  of  .4>i(lotlet  and  the 
Schoolmen,  ibid-  His  Organum  Scientiarum  cited,  ib. 
His  moral  Writings  hoe,  but  not  fo  agreeeble  as  Mon- 
«'s,    15*.      Deprived  of  his  Employment,  ibid. 

Ba/gus,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher,   243. 

Battnis,  Abraham  de,  a  moil  learned  jew,  176.  A 
Phyfician,  Grammarian,  and  Philofopher,  r77» 
Com  poles  an  excellent  Work  on  the  Hebrew  Tongue, 
177*     Accufed  of  Pyrrb* nifm,  ibid. 
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Banditti  defpifing  Death,  the  Duke  of  Vendome  terrifies 

them  by  hanging  them  without  Confeffion,  171. 
Barcckebas,  an  Impoftor  who  called  himfelf  the  MeJJiah, 
292.    Put  to  Death  by  the  Command  of  Adrian,  290. 
Bartolocci,  owns  the  Writings  of  Abarbanel  are  prohibi- 
ted,   175. 
Baptifm,  Mallebranche 's  ftrange  Notions  concerning  Chil- 
dren who  die  without  receiving  it,  232,  Cifr. 
Baudricourt,  Robert  de,  fuppofed   to  be  the  Inftruclor  of 

the  Maid  of  Orleans,  249,  Cifr. 
Bayle,  an  admirable  Writer,   151.     His  Dictionary  cri- 

ticiied  and  the  Criticifm  defpifed,  229. 
Beard,  theMoitiure  of  dead  Bodies  occafions  its  Growth, 

130. 
Benefices,  prevailing   things  with  the  Clergy,  47.     The 

Molinijls  polTefs  all  in  Trance,  ibid. 
Bibliotapbs,  what  ?   229. 
Biron,   his  Jell  on  Queen  Elizabeth,    163. 
B'ffitre,  Houfe  of  Correction  at  Paris,  210.    The  Abbe 

Fontaines  whipp'd  there  twice  a  Day,   ibid. 
Bitter,    taken  by  Adrian,    and  the   miferable  Slaughter 
there,  290,  291.     More   fatal  to  the  Jews  than  the 
Deftru&ion  cf  Jerufalem,  ibid. 
Bojars  of  Mufco-vy  Grandees  and  Slaves,    59. 
Bois,  Abbe  de,  becomes  from  Nothing  a  Cardinal,  207. 
A  very  odious  Minifter  and  juftly  fo,  ibid.    Diftributes 
Lettres  de  Cachet  liberally,  210. 
Bonnecorfi,  a  very  poor  Writer,   228. 
Bourbon,  Duke  de,  delivers  a  poor  Chinefe  out  of  Prifon 

and  fends  him  home,  211. 
Bourdaloue,  Father,  his  Sermons  excellent,   180,  230. 
Bragardine,  kills  an  Hermit  who  was  an  Adept,   240. 
Brantome,    what  he   fays  concerning  the  Death   of  Don 

Sebaftian  King  of  Portugal,   2 1 9. 
Brutality,    fome  would  have  ic  a  Confequence  of  Liber- 
ty, 55- 
Bruyere,    his  Writings  attack'd   by  Vigneul  de   Mor<ville 

and  defended  by  M.   Cojle,  229. 
Burnet,    Bifhop,    a  poor  Imitator  of  M.   de  ^hou,    152. 
Charged  with  Vanity  and  Malice,  but  excufable,  ibid. 

Converts 
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Converts  the  witty  Earl  of  Rochefter,    and  publilhes  a 
Book  of  it,   155. 
Burrhu*,  ferved  Nero  with  great  Capacity,    222.     His 
Character  finely  drawn  by  Racine ,  204. 

C 

Cabala,  fome  Notions  thereof  not  impoflible,  I.  Con- 
verfation  on  this  Subject,  238. 

Caba/iJIs,  their  Fictions  happily  applied  by  Mr.  Pope, 
1  ^4-  A  learned  Difcourfe  on  their  Syftem,  238. 
Their  Writings  exceeding  obfcure,  239.  Reafons  af- 
figned  for  this,  ibid.  Their  fifth  Element  goes  under 
various  Names,  242.  Keys  of  their  particular  Styles, 
24.3.  Few  obtain  the  grand  Secret,  244.  Their  La- 
bours, compared  to  thofe  of  J  a/on,  244.  They  are 
however  of  fome  Ufe  in  difcoveringufeful  Secrets,  246. 

Cadies,  Turkijh,  make  fometimesfree  with  Revelation,  1  87. 

Cairo,  many  Samaritans  fettled  there,    182. 

Calais,  the  wife  Saying  of  an  Englifo  Officer  on  the 
giving  up  this  Place  to  the  French,  53. 

Calvin,  how  far  the  Englijb  have  adopted  his  Sentiments, 

Caraites,    the  Saducees,     held    firft   their   Opinions,    4r. 

The  only  true   fews   (in    their  own  Opinion)  in  the 

World,    187. 
Carcajfes  are  Jong  preferved   found  in  fome  Places,    226. 

Strange  Inflance  at  Tbouloufe,   30. 
Carlijle,   Farl  of,  very  badly  treated  in  RvJJia,    58,  &c. 
Caroline-,  Queen  of  England,  her  Praifes,    157. 
CarteRans,    compare,   without  reafon,    Mallchranche  to 

Locke,    147.     Their  Opinion  as  to  the  EiUnce  of  the 

Soul  argued,  264.      Arguments   for  and    agaii.lt  their 

Opinion  on  the  Eifence  of  AJatter,   ibid. 
Catalonia,  Miquektsm  that  Country  terrible  Villains,  64. 
Catharine,    St.    a  great  D-icdrefs  of   the  Maid  of  Or/e- 

iebns,    251,  is':. 
Catullus,    a  better  Poet  than  Walter,  153. 
Cecilia,   St.   (applies  the  Place  of  Minerva,   J  \ , 
Certificates  cannot  give  credit  to  Abrurdities,    1  27,    131. 
C.rfar,  Julius,  no  better  than  an  illuftrious  RoLber,  64. 
C&farius,  a  fupcrititious  Monk,   181. 
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ChamHard,  an  unworthy  full  Miniiter,   20S. 
Change,  difagreeable  to  liodioos  Perfons,    6t. 
Chanmele,  a  famous  Ac"lrefs  beloved  by  Racine,   202 
C  barest  on,  a  Prifon  there  fur  Mad  Folks,  210.     Mife- 

rable  Accident  of  a  poor  Chinefe,  ibid. 
Charles   V.   perjurM  in  regard  to  Francis  I.   6<J. 
Charles  II.    of   England  applauded  at  the  Beginning  of 
his  Reign,  and  plotted  againft  in  the  end,   106.     his 
Government  exceeding  corrupt,   152. 
Charles   XII.   of  Sweden,  his  Courage  tarnifhed  by  his 

Cruelty,  65.     Eiis  Severity  towards  Patkul,  67. 
Chatel,  John,  ftabbed  Henry  IV.  of  France,  79. 
Cherbury,  Lord,     cited  as  to  true  Deifts,  42. 
Chicane,  the  Englifh  much  addicted  thereto,  103.    This 
may  be  owing   to  their  Deicent  from  the  Normans, 
104. 
Chemijlry,  has  procured   great  Helps  to  Phyfic,   246. 
China,  Chriiiianity  eftablifhej  there  by  the  Jefuits,   29. 
Cicero,  cited  againft  the  Abuieof  Speculations,   82.    On 
Fidelity  in  Promifes,   281.     His  Treatife  of  Friend- 
fhip  well  wrote,  2S4. 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  thought   the  Satyrs  were  fallen 

Angels,    7. 
Clement  John,  the  Affaffin,   killed  by  the  Guards,     197. 

His  laft  Words  on  that  Manner  of  Dying,  ibid. 
Colbert,   Lewis    XIV.   much  obliged  to  him,    222. 
Collegian,  appears  with  a  ftiff  fierce  Air,  82. 
Comedy,    Obfervations  thereon,  225.     Englijh  too  Ioofe, 

226. 
Commentators,    on  the  facred   Scriptures  not  only  ufelefs 
but  dangerous,   188.      Very  often  full  of  Contradic- 
tions,  189. 
Commerce,  feldom  flourimes  where  there  are  many  of  the 
Nobility,  33.     The  Englijh  and  Dutch  great  Gainers 
thereby,   33. 
Congreve,    the  beft  Writer  of  Englijh   Comedy,    224. 
Character  of  this  excellent  Author,  227.     A  real  Ad- 
mirer of  Moliere,  ibid. 
Conftancy,   of  a  Spaniard  who  had  loft  all,  1 96. 
Contra <?,    between  Sovereigns  and  Subjects,   1 1 3. 

Contra* 
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Controverjial  Writers  facriiice  all  Things  to  their  Pique, 
285. 

Convuljionijis,  incorrigible,  62.  Demoniacks,  or  elfe 
Cheats  and  Importers,  ibid. 

Comeille,  much  fuperior  to  Shake/pear,  168.  Would 
Jofe  lefs,  if  his  Pieces  were  playM  in  London,  than 
Racine,  203.  The  laft  Ail  of  his  Rhodogune  exactly 
in  the  Englijh  Taile,  ibid.  Sinks  fometimes  very  low, 
ib.  Inftance,  ib.  His  Pom/ey  an  admirable  Charac- 
ter, 204.  He  commended  Sophocles  and  Euripides, 
ib.     Is  cenfured  only  by  bad  Critics,  ib. 

Cojmopolite,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher  fo  ftiled,  243. 

Cojfova,    the  Village  of,   afflicted  by  Vampires,    124. 

Cof.e,  defends  La  Bruyere  agamft  Vigneul  de  Morveille, 
229.      Tranflates  Locke,  yet  differs  from  him,    263. 

Coup  iEtat  was  once,  in  plain  Englijh,  a  P«ir  of  Breeches, 
2;  6. 

Court  of  Rente,  always  enterprising  on  the  Rights  of 
others,  16.  Caufed  the  Proteftants  to  be  banifhed 
France,   87.    Little  favoured  by  the  French,   21 8. 

Courage,    does  not  appear  in  Englijh  Suicides,   195. 

Curves,  firil  accurately  examined  by  Des  Cartes,    146. 

Courtiers  ready  to  embrace  any  Religion  for  Gain,  21  3. 
More  attentive  to  their  own  Intereib  than  thofe  of 
their  Matters*  117.  Difference  between  the  French 
and  Englijh,    119,    1 20. 

frcbillcn,  cited  againft  Parents  S.verity  towards  their 
Children,  34.  His  Works  have  been  rudely  critici- 
zed,  228. 

Crimes,  one  ought  not  to  b^  puniftied  by  another,   \  6. 

Crouzas,  his  Critic  on  Bayle's  Dictionary  little  eiteemed, 
229. 

Cyprian,  St.  believed  Satyrs  to  be  fallen  Angels,  7. 

D. 

Damafcus,  Samaritans  inhabit  there,    *8z. 

Damnation,  fome  Papilts  lefs  afraid  of  it  than  of  not  be- 
ing buried  in  holy  Ground,  172.  That  of  Children 
explained  by  Mallebranche,  and  his  explanation  refu- 
ted,  232,  tjfe. 

Dancourt,  a  middling  Writer  of  French  Comedy,    225. 
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not  abfolutely  void  of  Genius,  but  carelefs  in  Decency, 
ibid. 

Daniel,  Father,  a  valuable  Writer,    152. 

Dancers  on  the  Ropes  have  a  particular  Saint  for  their 
Patron,  71,  72. 

David,  Impertinencies  of  the  Rabbies  about  his  Con- 
ception,  186. 

Debtors,  infolvent,  Seneca  cited  on  the  apparent  Hard- 
fhip  of  the  Law  againit  them,   173. 

Deijly  compared  to  the  Sadducees,  41,  42.  The  true 
acknowledge  a  future  State,  42. 

Des  Cartes,  the  Reflorer  of  Philofophy,  143.  Cited 
againfi:  Arijiotle,  Pre/.  His  Writings  cleared  the  Eye- 
fight  of  the  Englijh,  144.  Superior  to  Hobbes,  infe- 
rior to  Newton,  ibid.  The  laft  overturns  his  Notion 
of  Vortices,  145.  His  Excellencies  and  his  Errors, 
146.  Look'd  en  Animals  as  mere  Machines,  149. 
His  Philofophy  lofes  its  Credit  every  Day,    237. 

Deuterofes  originally  compofed  by  R.  Akiba,    178. 

Dioptricks  rendered  a  new  Science  by  Des  Cartes,   146. 

Dirracbium,  or  Durazzo,  a  Satire  prefented  there  to 
Sylfa,  9. 

Difcourfes  of  Men  correfpond  little  with  their  Actions,  74. 

Divinity,  the  wifeft  of  the  Ancients  had  very  vague  No- 
tions concerning  it,  20.  We  are  much  clearer  than 
they,  21. 

Dompre,  the  Birth-place  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  250. 

Dcrfet,  Earl  of,  an  excellent  Englijh  Poet,   156. 

Drydcn,    has  mended  the  Englijh  Tragedy,    199. 

E 

Ecclejiafliu,  a  bold  enterprizing  Race  of  People,  69. 
compared  in  Eweticks,  ib.  The  good  worthy  Vene- 
neration,  the  bad  to  be  condemned,  ib.  In  Holland 
they  cannot  perfecute,  86.  Great  Difturbers  of  public 
Quiet,  134.  Thcfe  of  Lisbon  reprimanded  and  mor- 
tified,  217.     Have  ruined  many  Princes,  219. 

Edward  IV.  of  England,  an  active  debonair  Prince, 
106.     depofed,    ib. 

Education,  Politenefs  depends  (ohly  thereon,  56,  Cifr. 

Equality,  amoRgitMennecefthry  to  encourage  Trade,  33. 
2  E&p- 
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Egyptians,  their  Tombs  defcribed,  71,  Make  ufe  of 
votive  Tablets,  ib.  Embalmed  their  Dead,  75. 
Wrought  only  for  Virtuofi,  ib. 

Elixir,  the  fifth  Element  of  the  Chemifls,  why  fo  called, 
242. 

Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  as  Head  of  the  Church  a 
She-Pope,  163.  Refufed  the  Sovereignty  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,   164.      Ridicules  the  Mafs,  ib. 

Elogia,  Authors  hold  a  vileCommerce  in  them,  27.  Ne- 
ver bellow  them  but  in  Hopes  of  having  them  return- 
ed, ib. 

Embalments,  of  the  Egyptians,  made  for  our  Virtuoji,  75. 

Emeticks,  ufeful  when  skilfully  applied,  but  otherwiie 
dangerous,  69.     Ecclefiaftics  compared  to  them,  ib. 

England,  happy  Confequences  of  the  Toleration  in  that 
Country,  90.  Great  Troubles  occafioned  therein  by 
the  Papifts,  91.  Exceedingly  powerful,  populous 
and  plentiful,  94..  Its  Trade  very  plentiful  and  cx- 
tenfive,  c,6,  &c.  Nobility  efteem'd  only  according 
to  their  Defert,  101.  Power  and  Prerogative  of  their 
Kings,  107.  Characters  of  their  Men  of  Quality, 
108.  They  are  Lovers  of  Learning  and  look  on  Ig- 
no  ranee  as  a  Reproach,  1 1  8.  There  are  among!!  them 
many  very  learned  Men,  142.  Its  Inhabitants  very 
corrupt  under  King  Charles  II.  152.  Tyrannically 
treated  by  Janes  II.  ib.  Strange  Things  happen 
there  from  the  Preaching  of  Dr.  Sache-verel,  22 f. 
The  Laws  ftrielly  put  in  Execution  there,  271.  Juf- 
tice  is  there  wifely  and  fairly  adminiilred,  277. 

England,  Church  of,  the  Members  thereof  hate  the  Pa- 
pifts and  Presbyterians,  134,  13  5.  None  but  of  this 
Communion  can  enjoy  Offices,  135.  Some  Refem- 
blance  between  its  Government  and  that  of  the  Popifh 
Church,  /£.  Character  of  their  Clergy,  134.  Great 
Enemies  to  wearing  a  Hat  on,  137.  Very  warm  in 
defence  of  Ceremonies  they  own  to  be  indifferent,  ib. 
Their  Drek,  Tempers,  Manners,  138.  Compared 
to  the  Jefuits,  ib.  Their  Ceremonies  as  whimfical  as 
the  Papifts,  159.  Their  Jells  on  Pope  Joan  may  be 
feverely  reported,  163.  This  Church  the  Mean  be- 
twixt Papifts  and  Calvinifts,  165, 

Engljb 
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Englifi  Nation,  haughty  and  rude,  5$.  Of  penetrating 
Judgments,  6(.  Their  Manners  full  of  Inconfiften- 
cies,  IC2.  Large,  well  made,  veiy  robuft,  94.  Far 
from  being  fo  rude  as  reprefented,  64.  Always  prefer 
themfelves  and  their  Cufloms  to  thofe  of  Foreigners, 
95.  In  which  Strnngers  are  even  with  them,  c,6. 
Judge  rafhly  of  other  Nations  by  a  few  Sharpers,  97. 
Hate  the  French  excefilvely,  ibid.  Nature  of  their 
Wars  with  that  Nation,  ib.  Greatnefs  of  Soul  vifible 
in  their  Exiles  in  France,  99.  Trade  in  high  efteem 
with  them,  100.  Confider  their  Quality  oniy  as  they 
deferve,  101.  Generally  fpeaking  aiTuming,  ica. 
Pique  themfelves  on  their  good  Senfe,  tb.  Are  tender 
and  full  of  Pity  in  fome  Refpefts,  in  others  cruel  and 
bloody,  102.  Defpife  Trifles,  and  yet  are  very  atten- 
tive to  Faihions,  ib.  Litigious  and  Lovers  of  Chi- 
cane, 103.  Very  tender  of  Falfe  WitnefTes,  ib.  Eve- 
ry Man  hath  a  Religion  to  himfelf,  1C4.  L:jfs  filly 
than  other  Nations,  ib.  Readily  reject  foolifh  old 
Cufloms,  105.  Not  nice  in  Drefs,  ib.  Mutinous 
towards  their  Governors,  io6.  Limited  Authority  of 
their  Princes,  107.  The  Law  is  properly  their 
Judge,  ib.  Lovers  of  Truth,  115.  Cultivate  the 
Sciences,  118.  Peculiar  Privilege  of  their  Nobles, 
1 20.  Fancy  their  learned  Men  fuperior  to  others, 
in  all  Sciences,  141.  This  Notion  examined,  142. 
Formerly  as  much  in  the  Dark  as  their  Neighbours. 
143.  Owe  their  Improvements  in  Philofoohy  to  the 
french,  ib.  Their  fceptical  Writers  fall  fhert  of  the 
Fnncby  151.  Have  no  good  Hiftorian  ,  152.  More 
addi&ed  to  Pany  than  the  Jeluits  themfelves,  ib.  En- 
tertain too  good  an  Opinion  of  themfelves  to  write 
well  on  the  Affairs  of  Foreigners,  153.  H^ve  excel' 
lent  Poets,  ib.  Succincl  Account  of  tne  moft  famous, 
153,  &c.  Their  Care  in  improving  woollen  Manu- 
factures, 159.  Their  Cuiloms  at  Funerals,  160. 
Have  iubftituted  Compliments  initead~of  Prayers  lor 
the  Dead,  but  take  the  Fees,  161.  Their  Ceremo- 
nies on  fuch  Occafions  gayer,  but  quite  as  ridiculous 
as  thofe  of  the  Papjfts,  ib.  Defcription  of  their  Exe- 
cutions, 
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cutions,  1 66.  Do  not  ftrike  a  proper  Terror,  170- 
Cenfure  of  this  Conduft,  171.  Their  Contempt  of 
Death,  191.  Propenfity  to  Suicide,  ib.  Reflections 
thereon,  1 9 j.  Their  Tragic  Poets  inferior  to  the 
French,  198.  Their  Tragedies  Fa.cs,  199.  De- 
fcription  of  their  Genius,  200.  Have  cnrr-.cled  ma- 
ny of  their  Errors,  201.  Cummit  frequent  Extrava- 
gancies, 203.  Enjoy  an  unbounded  Liberty,  205. 
Their  Comic  Po;-ts  more  able,  but  too  loore,  224. 
They  are  better  acquainted  with  the  Rules  than  the 
Writers  of  Tragedy,  226  Spoil  what  they  take  from 
the  French  by  inferting  wanton  Strokes,  ibid.  Caused. 
the  Maid  of  Orleans  to  be  burnt,  247,  &c.  Took 
many  Steps  to  oblige  her  to  refume  Petticoats,  254. 
Rigid  Obfervers  of  their  Laws,  and  itricl  in  doing  Jui- 
tice,  271,   277. 

Efdms  introduced  the  Hebrew  Characters  now  in  Ufe, 
183. 

Ejfenes,  a  Jeivl/b  Seft  more   Uriel  in  Morals  than  any 
*     other,  44.     Believed  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  and 
yet  denied  the  Refurre&ionof  the  Body,  ib.    Profefled 
many  Calvinijlic  Opinions,  43,  44. 

Etherius  a  Nejiorian  Bifhop,  perfecuted,  285.  A  fine 
PafTage  from  his  Books,  ibid* 

Euripides  highly  commended  by  Comeille  and  Racine, 
228.  Cenfures  the  fcandalous  Behaviour  of  the  Spar* 
tan  Ladies,  274, 

F. 

Fanatics,    their  Revolt  in  Frame,   64. 

Falfe    WitnefTes,  (lightly  pun  fried  in  England,    1 04. 

Fayette  (Madam  de  la)  her  Memoirs  on  the  Court  of 
France,  87,  SS.  Remarkable  Obfervation  in  them 
on  James  II.   88. 

Fortitude,  a  hard  Virtue  to  praclife,  196.  Remarkable 
Inftance  in  a  Spaniard  who  was  reduced  to  want,  ib. 

Fleury,  Cardinal,  his  jufr  Commendations,  206.  Bla- 
med by  fome  warm  turbulent  Spirits,  219.  His  Mas- 
ter ducly  fenfible  of  his  Services,    222. 

FJUcs,  each  Nation  hath  its  Share  of  them,   104. 

Fontaine, 
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Fontaine,  Mr.  la,  fuperior  to  Waller  and  Guarini,  153. 
Converted  at  the  Hour  of  Death,    15$. 

Fontaines,  Abbe  des,  confined  and  whipped  twice  a  day 
at  Bijfe'tre,  210. 

Force,  central,  the  Caufe  why  Bodies  weigh  in  propor- 
tion to  the  Matter  they  contain,  147.  Firft  difcover- 
ed  by  Sir  /.  Newton,  ibid. 

Fouquet,  Father,  a  Jefuit,  quarrels  with  his  Brethren 
in  China,  209.  Comes  into  Europe  in  order  to  carry 
his  Appeal  to  Rome,  ib.     Forced  to  fly  Paris,   ib. 

France,  all  the  Jews  banifhed  thence,   1 1 . 

French,  their  Politenefs,  55.  Civilize  the  Muscovites, 
57.  Why  To  much  defpifed  and  hated  in  England, 
96,  £sV.  Nature  of  their  Wars  with  the  Englijh  and 
Germans,  98.  Too  fond  of  Pofts,  Offices  and  Em- 
ployments, 1 1 6.  Know  not  what  true  Patriotifm 
means,  ib.  Affect  a  mining  Exterior,  119.  Speak 
better  than  the  EngUJh,  201.  Gallant  by  nature,  ib. 
Not  much  inclined  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  2 1 8.  Their 
Grandees  ready  to  turn  Jews  to  pleafe  their  Xing,  ib. 
Their  Addrefs  in  managing  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  24.7. 

French  Refugees,  their  Character,  98.  Mean  and  bafe 
Flatterers,  99. 

French  Language,  Mo  Here  preferved  it  from  Corruption 
by  his  Precieufes  Ridicules,  225. 


Garizim,  the  Hill  whence  Mofes  blefTed  the  lfraelites 
(according  to  the  Samaritans)  182.  This  is  not  de- 
nied by  Chriji,  ib.  The  Samaritans  facrifice  there  to 
this  Hour,  ib. 

GaJJendi  had  the  Courage  to  declare  againft  the  School- 
men, 143 .  Inferior  to  Newton  but  fuperior  to  Hobbes, 
144.  His  Labours  in  combating  the  Peripatetic!*?, 
ibid. 

Gaza,   Samaritans  refide  there,    182. 

Gazeus,  (/Ingelinus)  Jefuit,  his  Verfes  cited,  30,  31. 
The  Compiler  of  a  good  many  filly  Stories,   181. 

George,  St.  is  properly  the  Mars  of  the  Papifls,  71. 

GlaUia  - 
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Gladiators,  much  admired  in  England ',    103. 

GOD,  all  Syflems  which  exclude  his  Agency  and  Pow- 
er are  to  be  rejected,  18,  20.  He  cannot  be  either 
material  or  coeval  with  Matter,  21.  The  Knowledge 
of  his  being  One  owing  to  the  Jews  and  Jirft  Chrifti- 
ans,  22.  The  great  Utility  of  Millions  is  the  propa- 
gating this  Doctrine,  24.  Des  Cartes'*  Proofs,  in  re- 
fpect  to  him,  very  inconclufive,  146.  And  believed 
he  could  change  the  EfTences  of  Bodies,  ib. 

Great,  that  Title  ought  to  be  merited  by  a  Man's  being 
the  Author  of  Good  to  many,  and  not  Mifchief  to 
Thoufands,  223.  A  Title  oftner  due  to  Miniflers 
than  to  Subjects,  221.  Madnefs  to  beitow  it  on  an 
Author  of  Blood  and  Mifchief,  22?. 

Grtatncfs  of  Soul  appears  in  bearing  Evils,  not  in  run- 
ning away  from  them  by  Suicide,   1  96. 

Great  Work  of  the  Alchemifts  atchieved  with  difficulty, 
243. 

Grandees,  their  Character  in  England,  116.  Ready  in 
France  to  be  circumcifed  at  the  King's  Command,  218. 

Greeks,  extremely  polifhed  and  civilized,  56.  Hung 
up  votive  Tables  in  their  Temples,  71. 

Gregory  Nazianzen,  St.  very  quiet  when  his  Party  was 
not  uppermoft,  but  an  Advocate  for  Perfection  when 
it  was,    280. 

Grenada  (Lewis  of)    a  celebrated  Spanifi  Divine,  Pre/. 

Grotius,  cited  on  the  head  of  fovereign  Authority,  1 1  o. 
in,  113.     By  no  Means  favourable  to  Anti-Royalifts, 

III.  His  Rights  of  Peace  and  War,  an  excellent 
Treatife,  286.  Put  into  the  Expurgatory  Index  at 
Rome,  ib.  And  was  no  lefs  decried  too  by  Proteltant 
Divines,  ib. 

Guaritri,    a  celebrated  Italian  Poet,    inferior  to  Waller 

and  la  Fontaine,   153. 
Guignard  (John)  a  Jefuit  advifed  the  Murder  of  Henry 

IV.  79. 

H. 
Hadnagys,  Bailiffs  in  Hungary,    126. 
Hebal,    the  Mountain  whence  the  Curfes  were  produced 
byMo/es,   182. 

Hebrew 
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Hebrew,  the  ancient  Characters  preferved  by  Samaritans, 
183.     The  modern  introduced  by  E/dras,  ib. 

Heidukes,  a  People  in  Hungary,   124. 

Henry  III.  afiaflinated  by  Clement,  79,  176.  Fell  a 
Victim  to  his  Minions,   221. 

Henry  IV.  or  France  preferr'd  before  all  Princes,  62. 
Commended  exceflively,  63.  Almoft  ador'd  by  the 
Author,  70.  His  Death  ftrangely  revenged,  77.  Ra- 
ther by  Providence  than  human  Juftice,  ib. 

Henry  VII.  Emperor,  poifon'd  by  a  Dominician  in  the 
Hod,  79. 

Heretics,  defperate  Confequences  of  the  Popifh  Maxim 
that  they  ought  to  be  exterminated,  85.  Thofe  who 
are  efleem'd  for  fuch  in  one  Country  are  held  Ortho- 
dox in  another,   8},   86. 

Hermes,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher,  243. 

Herod,  to  pleafe  the  Romans  had  a  mix'd  Religion  of 
Jewijh  and  Pagan  Rites,  45. 

Herodians,  a  Sett  of  their  Matter's  Religion,  46.  The 
Sadducees  joined  them  in  time,  this  Seel  fubfills  (till  in 
moil  Courts,  ib. 

Hierarchy,  Romijb,  ftill  preferved  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, 133. 

Hijlorians  Englifi,  vain  and  partial,  152.  By  no  means 
worthy  of  Efleem,  ib.  The  French  very  much  ad- 
dicted to  Paffion  in  their  Accounts  of  the  civil  Wars, 
ib.     Too  often  relate  impertinent  Tales,  253. 

Hobbes,  a  Friend  and  Admirer  of  GaJJendi,  144.  Inferi- 
or to  him,  to  Spinofa,  and  to  Defcartes,  ib.  Remarks 
on  fome  of  his  Writings,  ib. 

Hol!a?id,  its  Inhabitants  plain  honeft  People,  53.  En- 
dowed with  good  Senfe,  60.  The  Clergy  have  no 
Power  of  periecuting  there,  86.  Happy  Confequences 
of  this  Toleration,  90. 

Homer,     his   Heroes    vicious  and  not   over-honeft,    63. 

Horace  cited  in  defence  of  Raillery,  31. 

Huldric  (John  James)  published  in  Hebrew  with  a 
Latin  Tranflation  and  Notei,  containing  on  ample 
Refutation  of  the  sfeswijh  Romance  concerning  the  Life 
and  Actions  of  J.  C.  296.  Copious  Cita.ions  from 
that  Work,  297,  &c. 

1. 
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Iberia,  Chevalier  of,  a  kind  cf  Don  Qutxot  in  the  Caufe 
of  Spain,  Pre/.  A  miferable  Tranfcriber  of  the  Dic- 
tionaries of  Moreri  and  Corneille,  ib.  Abundance  of 
Circumitances  in  regard  to  his  public  and  private 
Character,  ib. 

Idea's  derived  to  us  entirely  by  our  Senfes,  148.  Innate, 
warmly  maintain'd  by  Des  Cartes,  ib.  Deflroy'd  by 
Locke,  ib. 

Idolaters,  continue  fuch,  or  recant,  as  the  Mifiionaries 
give  them  Money,  52. 

Idomeneus,  the  Murderer  of  his  own  Son,  6$. 

Impojls,  a.  very  fevere  one  on  the  Jews  in  Germany,    i£. 

Indefinite,  a  very  cenfufed  Term  introduced  by  the  Car- 
tefians,    146. 

Infamy,  a  ncceflary  Attendant  on  PuniPnmenr,  169. 
Quite  miftaken  by  the  Englijh,  167,  &c.  Seems  un- 
juil  as  to  the  Relations  of  Malefactors,  but  neceflary 
to  Society,  173. 

Inquifuorsy  dreadful  Confequences  of  their  Method  of 
proceeding,   85. 

Inspiration,  it  is  Impiety  to.fuppofeany  Degrees  therein, 
14S.  Luther  juttly  reproved  for  his  Rafhnefs  in  Cen- 
tring an  A  pottle,  ib. 

}■ 

James,  St.  the  Apoftle  vindicated  againft  Luther,   I48. 

"James  II.  of  England  dethroned  by  his  Son-in-iaw, 
65.  Weak  enough  to  be  governed  by  Priefts,  87. 
Contemned  by  the  French,  ib. 

Janfenifs  decry  the  Jefuic  Miffions,  30.  Compared  to 
the  Pharifces  among  the  Jews,  43.  Set  up  for  Saints, 
ib.  Hypocrites  and  Cheats  for  the  molt  part,  ib, 
Would  be  mere  traclable  if  they  had  their  Share  of 
Preferments,  47.  Malicious  and  very  enterprizing, 
68.  Very  like  the  Englijh  Presbyterians,  137,  139. 
Afrl'vft  to  criticise  Montaigne,  229. 

Jehuda,  exceflive  Impertinences  of  the  Jews  about 
him,  303. 

Jercm,  St.  of  a  moft  intemperate  Spirit,  2 84.  His 
Violence  againft  Rujfnus,    ibid.     Wrote   a  pure  and 

elegant 
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elegant  Latin  Style,    284.     His  flrange  Tale  of  St. 
Anthony  and  a  Sacyr,  8. 

Jerufalem,  taken  by  Pompey,  49.  Deftroyed  by  Titus, 
290.  The  Jews  expect  its  Reftoration,  54.  The 
Turks  have  a  Mofque  where  was  the  Holy  of  Holies, 
289. 

JeJJcy  the  Father  of  David,  ridiculous  Story  of  his  A- 
dultery,  186.  A  very  profligate  Pra&ice  grafted 
thereon,   187. 

Jefuits,  abufe  exceflively  Lettres  de  Cachet,  210.  Per- 
fecuted  Amauld  out  of  Spite,  22.  Their  M;fiionaries 
not  always  to  blame,  29.  Sometimes  very  unjultly 
cenfured,  ib.  Prejudiced  Lewis  XIV.  by  their  Coun- 
cil?, 66.  Suffer'd  thro'  an  unaccountable  Weaknefs 
in  the  Courts  of  Princes,  79.  Made  Jatncs  Jl.  lofe 
three  Kingdoms,  87,  88.  Compared  to  the  Englijb 
Clergy,  141.  Signal  Inftance  of  their  tyrannic  Dif- 
pofition,  209.  Caufed  the  Ruin  of  Don  Sebajlian 
King  of  Portugal,  219.  Exceffive'y  malicious  towards 
the  Janjenijls,  230.  Caufed  Puffendorff's  excellent 
Book  to  be  prohibited,   2S6, 

Jesus  Christ,  Forgeries  of  the  Jews  concerning  his 
Hiftory,  296,  &c.  Did  not  deny  Mount  Gerizim  to 
be  the  Mount  of  Blcffings,    1  82. 

Jews,  hated  by  all  Nations  why?  10,  &c.  Accufed 
of  Cruelties  in  facrificing,  ib.  BanihYd  France,  ib. 
Extremely  Avaricious,  14.  Said  to  want  Honefty, 
15.  Miferably  harralTed,  ib.  Poor  Excufes  for  Co- 
vetoufnefs,  ib.  Ought  to  have  fpread  their  Religion, 
26,  Account  of  their  ancient  Setts,  41,  &c  Their 
Precifenefb  as  to  the  Sabbath  prejudicial,  48.  In  Por- 
tugal behave  as  good  Chriftians,  50.  Great  Courage 
of  the  Jews  of  old,  51.  As  numerous  now  as  ever, 
ib.  Prohibited  the  Reading  Abarbanefs  Writings  in 
Italy,  175.  Fooliih  Ceremonies  at  the  Privy,  179. 
Accufed  of  corrupting  the  Pentateuch,  1.82.  Cruelly 
dealt  with  by  Tyrants,  288.  Their  Prayers  againft 
them,  ib.  their  fanatick  Zeal  for  Barcokebas,  292. 
Seditious  and  cruel,  and  therefore  abandon'd  by  God, 
29  3.  Lyes  invented  by  them  againft  the  chriftian  Mef- 
fiab%  296,  cifc. 
Jov,  Excels  thereof  occafions  fudden  Death,  128. 

Jofob, 
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Jo/eph,    a  forged  Hiitory  of  him  by  the  Jeivs,  297. 
Jo-vitzo   (Stanoska)    dies   of  Vampirifm,     125.     That 

Fact  examin'd,   128. 
Judaifm,  the  apparent  Excellency  of  its' Precepts,   26. 

The  Opinion  that  it  fubnits  only  as  a  Proof  of  Chriitt- 

anity,  warmly  refuted,   174.     Grievoufly  injured  by 

the  ridiculous  Tales  of  the  Rabbies,   180. 
Judea,  its  prefent  miferable  Condition,   288. 
Judges,   neceffary  for  the  public  Safety  that  they  mould 

not  decide  arbitrarily,    27 1.     Becaufe  their  Paflions 

would  then  naturally  govern,  272. 
Jurieu,  Mr.   his  prophetic  Dreams  itilldifturb  the  Heads 

of  fome  Refugees,   181. 
Jujlice  is  never  exact  but  where  only  the  Merits  of  the 

Caufe  are  confidered,   209. 
Juftin  Martyr,  believed  Satyrs  to  be  fallen  Angels,   7. 
Juvenal  cited  as  to  a  perfecting  Spirit,  1 04. 

K; 

KiJJilowa,  a  Village  in  Sclavonic*,  infefted  with  Vam- 
pires,   122. 

L. 

Lacedemonians,  had  fome  ftrange  Laws  exceflively  blam- 
ed by  Euripides,  274.  The  Conftruclion  of  the  Se- 
nate cenfured  by  Arijiotle,  276.  Who  notwithstand- 
ing approved  a  Law  for  murdering  weak  Children, 
cenfured  by  Plato,  ibid. 

La  Croze,  cited  as  to  the  good  Conduct  cf  Miflionaries, 
28,  29,    30. 

Laftantius,  believed  Satyrs  fallen  Angels,  7. 

Lafteau,  Jefuit,  Bifhop  of  Sijicron,  his  fcurrilcus  Book, 
68.  Publifhes  as  icurrilous  ,1  fecond  Part,  tiio'  the  firit 
cenfured  by  the  King  and  fuppreiTed,  69. 

Laymen,  better  Moralilts  than  the  Clergy,   285. 

Lctvgey,  look'd  on  the  Affair  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans  as 
a  Project  of  the  Generals  of  the  French  King  Charles 
VII.  249. 

Language,  French,  Moliere  did  it  prodigious  Service  by 
h  is  Precieufes  R idic  ules,  225. 

Lcgif- 
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Legijlators,  many  even  of  the  moil  celebrated  have  run 
into  ftrange  Extravagancies,  272.  Of  which  there 
are  many  Examples,  ib. 

Lett  (Joannes  a)  h'sTreatife  ae  Pjeudo»Me//iis~Judseo- 
rstm,   2?o.     Farther  Citations  from  him,   291. 

Lepidus  the  Triumvir,  an  abfolute  Robber  on  the  High- 
way, 64. 

Leo  of  Modena,  a  very  learned  Jew.,  and  a  warm  Defen- 
der of  his  Brethren,   15. 

Letters  4e  Cachet  abufed  by  the  Jefuits,  .210.  Are  a 
Curie  unknown  in  England,  206.  Terrible  under  an 
evil  M'mifter,  207.  Perfon  hanged  at  Paris  for  Coun- 
terfeiting them,  212. 

Letters,  Jewifi,    where    reprinted  and  tranflated,   Pre/. 

Liberty,  civil,  is  by  no  means  the  Parent  of  Brutality, 
56.     Neceffary  in  order  to  right  thinking,   1 42. 

Lisbon,  the  Ecclefiaftics  mortified  there,   216,  &c. 

Loch  cited  againit.  Jriflotle,  Pre/.  Has  not  his  equal  in 
Spain,  142.  Much  a  wifer  Man  than  Mallebranche, 
156.  His  Sentiments  as  to  the  SouJ,  148.  Deitroys 
the  Notion  of  innate  Ideas,  ib.  Criticiied  by  Dr.  Stil- 
ling fleet,  231.  His  Anfwers,  267.  His  Candour 
and  Penetration  placed  him  at  the  Head  of  the  Meta- 
phyficians,  257.  His  Notions  as  to  the  Soul's  conti- 
nual Thinking  attacked,    257.      And  defended  264. 

London  fwarms  with  foreign  Sharpers,  97.  As  alio 
with  Pettifoggers  and  Knights  of  the  Poit,    103,  ko  j... 

Lewis  IX.  expoles.a  fine  Army  to  ruin  by  the  Perfuaii- 
onsof  the  Prieils,  220. 

Lewis  XIV.  gives  too  much  into  the  Schemes  of  the 
Clergy,  66. — Tho'  aPapiit,  perleches  the  Pope,  217. 
Owed  much  to  Turenne,  Conde,  &c.    222. 

Lewes  XV,  juftly  commended,  68.  His  Goodnefs  and 
Clemency,  69.  Hath  a  jult  Senfe  of  the  Merit  of 
Cardinal  deFleury,   222. 

Lewis,  King  of  Hungary,  a  Viclim  to  the  Priefts,    220. 

Louvois,  a  great  Miniiler,  Lewis  XIV.  owes  much  to 
hirm,  222. 

Luce,  St.  lerves  the  Papifts  inftead  of  the  Goddefs  Luci- 
na,    7 1 . 

Lusher  cenfurU  for  want  of  Refpeft  to  St.  James,  1 84. 

Lycurgus, 
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Lycurgus,  Tome  of  his  Laws  not  over-wife,  273.  Cen- 
fured  by  Euripides,  274.  His  Senate  at  Sparta  cen- 
fured  by  Jrijlotle,  276.  Another  Law  of  his  approved 
by  Arijlotle,  and  condemned  by  Plato,  ib. 

M. 

Mabommetans,  (or  Mahommedans)  caufe  Texts  from  the 
Koran  to  be  interr'd  with  them,  70.  Hate  the  Jews 
more  than  the  Chriilians,  11.  Do  not  uncover  at 
divine  Worfhip,  137.  Their  Clergy  make  free  with 
their  Scriptures,  187.  Have  built  at  Jerufalem  a 
Mofque  over  the  Holy  of  Holies,  289. 

Malberbe,  his  fine  Verfes  cited  on  the  Tombs  of  Kings, 
76.     His  Writings  fcarce  inferior  to  thofe  of  Horace, 

77> 

Mallcbranchc,  rather  a  Poet  than  a  Philofopher,  147. 
His  Sy ileai  a  Romance,  148.  Admits  innate  Ideas, 
ib.  Could  not  be  convinced  of  the  Exigence  of  Bodies, 
149.  Cenfures  /iriflotle  fevercly,  231.  His  Cenfure 
retorted  upon  himfelf,  ib.  Attempts  to  prove  th*r  Juf- 
tice  of  Children's  Damnation,  232.  His  Credit  drops 
daily,   237.     Cited  againil:  Arijiotle,  Prrf. 

Mmnjjeb  Ben  Ifrael,  a  very  Learned  Jfiw,  176.  His 
Book  entitled  the  Conci/ia/or,  excellent,  ib. 

Mark  Antony,   no  better  than  a  Thief,   64. 

Merchants,  moll  honourable  Character  at  London,  100, 
Wife  and  Honourable  Perfon?,   id. 

Margaret,  Sr.  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Maid  of  Or- 
leans,    2^3,    &c. 

Marriage,   curious  Obfervations  thereon,    32 — 40. 

Mariana,  a  Spanijb  Jefuit,  his  Hiitory  of  Spain  admi- 
rable, Pre/.  Commended  by  the  Learned  Conringius, 
ibid. 

Maria  eTJgreda,  her  Seraphick  Treatife  cenfured,   18  1. 

Marius,  more  a  Highwayman  than  the  Miquelets,  63. 
Reduced  fo  low  as  to  take  fhelter  in  a  Bog,  195. 
Gives  a  noble  Inllance  of  true  Courage,  ib. 

Mars,  the  Papiils  have  fuch  a  Divinity  in  St.  George,  71. 

Medreiga,  a  Village  of  Hungary,  infected  by  Vampires, 
125. 

Melancholy,  diflipated  by  Mufick,  84.  Is  the  grand 
Caufe  why  the  Englijb  murder  themfelves,   195. 
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Mendes,  Alpbonfo,  Jefuit,  deftroys  all  the  Fruits  of  his 
Predecetfbrs  in  the  Miffion,   29. 

Menezes,  a  Portuguese  Miflionary,  his  Cruelty  towards 
the  Indians^   28. 

Mentz  (Judea)  a  Learned  Jew  Re&or  of  the  Academy 
at  Padua,    176. 

Mercury ,  the  fifth  Element  of  the  Chemifts,  242. 

Merlin,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher,   242. 

Mejfiab,  (till  hoped  for  by  the  Jeucs  who  talk  in  a  high 
itrainof  him,   54. 

Mejjiahs,  pretended  one%  John  a  Leufs  Treatife  con- 
cerning them,  292.  Barcokebas,  an  infamous  Impoitor 
of  this  Sort,  292. 

Metapbyjtcian,  difputes  with  a  Mufician  the  Dignity  of 
his  Profeflion,  80,  &c. 

Mickon,  Mr.  his  whimfical  Adventure,  72. 

Micro fpes  reveal  to  us  many  Things  which  otherwife 
would  have  efcaped  notice,  2. 

Millo,  the  Heiduke,  dies  of  Vampirifm,   1  26. 

Milton,  his  Poem  inferior  to  Virgil's,  but  fuperior  to 
Tajo's,  153.  Religion  better  employ 'd  therein,  ib. 
Inilance  of  this,  ib.  Had  been  of  all  the  Sects  in  Eng- 
land,  90.  Was  for  allowing  them  all  Toleration  ex- 
cept Papifts,  why,  91. 

Minerva,    the  Papiits  in  her  ftead  have  St.  Cecilia,  71. 

Minifters  of  State,  ought  not  to  have  abfolute  Power, 
207.  Sometimes  get  the  better  of  fuch  as  fpeak  a- 
gainft  them  to  Kings,  208.  Some  Remarks  on  their 
Power,  ib.  Blamed  fometimes  without  Reafon,  214. 
Two  extraordinary  Inftances  in  Cardinal  Fkury  and 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  ib.  Many  have  better  deferved 
the  Name  of  Great  than  their  Mailers,  221. 

Miquelets,  moft  enormous  Thieves,  64. 

Mijhna,  the  Text  of  the  Talmud  lefs  ridiculous  than  any 
other  Parr,   178. 

Mijfionaries  highly  commended,  24,  &c.  Their  Extra- 
vagancies blamed,  28.  The  German  and  French^ 
Men  of  Humanity,  ib.  The  Spaniards  and  Portu- 
guese all  Perfecutors,  ib%  Some  Jefuits  very  worthy 
Perfons,  29.  Unite,  whatever  differences  are  amongll 
them,  in  the  good  Caufe  of  Persecution,    92. 

Mi/- 
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MiJJtons,  Foreign  commended,  24. 

Mode,  the  Englijh  fond  of  it  to  a  Degree  of  Folly,  104. 

Monks,  have  frequently  aflaffinated  Princes,  78.  Suffer- 
ed in  their  Courts  thro'  Weaknefc,  ib.  Are  not  per- 
mitted at  Ver failles,  ib.  Lewis  XIII.  trembled  if 
they  came  near  him,  ib.  Perfuade  weak  People  to 
be  buried  in  their  Habit,  156.  Their  filly  Tales  very 
prejudicial  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  180. 

Moliere  much  fuperior  to  Wicherley,  224.  Beauty  and 
great  Utility  of  his  Comedies,  225.  His  Precieufes  Ri- 
dicules drove  out  affected  Language  among  the  Ladies, 
ib.  His  Ecole  des  Fetnmes  cruelly  interpolated  by  Wi- 
cherley,  226.  Pillaged,  disfigured  and  decry 'd  by  bad 
Englijh  Poets,   227.    His  molt  efteemed  Pieces,  228. 

Molinijls,  a  fierce  unruly  fort  of  People,  68. 

Monceca  Aaron,  arrives  at  London,  93. 

Montagne,  cited  as  to  the  Danger  of  advifing  Princes  free- 
ly, 1 1 7.  An  agreeable  and  delicious  Sceptick,  151. 
Attacked  by  the  Janfenijls,   229. 

Monte/pan,  Madam,  taking  her  from  her  Husband  the 
greateit  rtain  on  Lewis  XlV's  Character,  9c. 

Morality,   fome  curious  Remarks  on  its  prefent  State  ' 
276,  tiff. 

MuJ coxites,  Brutes  and  Slaves,  56.  Inflance  thereof  in 
their  Treatment  of  AmbaiTadors,  58.  Rendered  more 
fociable  and  polite  by  Peter,  I.  57,  59,  60.  Beha- 
viour of  their  young  Gentlemen  in  France,  59.  Per- 
fecutors  and  perfecuted,  86. 

Mufti  %  make  free  fometimes  with  what  they  call  Scrip- 
tures, 1S7.  Suppofe  abundance  of  Things  on  the 
Credit  of  Revelation,   235. 

Munjicr  charges  the  learned  Abraham  'de  Balmis  with 
Pirrbonifmt  176. 

Muralt  cited  as  to  the  S:ate  of  the  People  of  Quality  in 
England,    I  I  8. 

Mufes,  reduced  to  Circumftances  of  extreme  Diftrefs, 
158. 

Mufician,  maintains  a  pleafant  Dilpute  on  the  Dignity  of 

his  Profefiion,  80. 
My/ticks  among  the  Chriftians,  compared  with  the  Tbera- 
peuta  among  the  Jews,  44. 

N. 
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Naplufia,   heretofore  Sicbem,  the  Abode  of  the  Samari- 
tans, 182. 
Natcijus  ruined  Neroby  his  evil  Counfels,  222. 
Nations,    all  have  their  Follies,  104.     Thofe  are  wifeft 
who  have  feweft,  ib. 

Nazarenes,  i.  e.  Chriflians,  hate  the  Jm;  more  than  the 
Turks i  11.  Their  Syftem  of  Morals  admirable,  16. 
Do  Juftice  to  the  ancient  Jews,  51.  Put  Images  into 
their  Coffin?,  70.  Ridicule  their  own  Superftitions, 
and  yet  continue  Slaves  to  them,  75.  Are  abfolutely 
under  the  Power  of  Monks,  79.  Vain  and  proud  e- 
ven  to  their  Graves,  1 59.  Always  difpofed  to  con- 
demn the  Jews,  174.  Rack  and  torture  their  Scrip- 
ture?, 187.  And  pretend  Revelation  for  all  things,  235. 

NeceJ/tty  dilpenfes  with  abundance  of  things,  49. 

Newton,  fuperior  to  Des  Cartes,  and  GaJJendi,  yet  if 
they  had  not  lived  before  him  would  not  probably  have 
gone  fo  far  as  they,  146.  Admits  many  Things  from 
Des  Cartes,  147.  Is  at  the  Head  of  the  new  Philo- 
fophy,  ib. 

Nicole,  his  moral  Effays  excellent,   1 80. 

Nile,  the  Egyptian  Tomb?,  &c.  on  its  Banks,  71. 

Norlands,   much  given  to  Chicane,   103. 

Novelty,  thofe  who  are  {buck  with  it  act  as  if  P  ffed, 
61.     An  incurable  Folly,  ib. 

Nouvelles  Ecclejiafiques,  a  French  Janfenift's  Libel  poor- 
ly written,   230. 

O. 

Obfiinacy,  a  Vice  in  confequence]  of  our  Acting  againft 

Reafon,  52. 
Ondins,  a  Kind  of  Water- Spirits  in  the  Language  of  the 

Cabalifts,  2.     Not  impofhble  that  there  may  be  fuch, 

4.     But  impracticable  to  converfe  with  them,  5. 
Onis,  Ifaac,  goes  to  fee  Jerufalem,   288. 
Opera,  how  the  Sight  of  one  delights  the  Mind,   84. 
Orthodox,  thofe  who  are  fo  in  one  Country  are  regarded 

as  Heretics  in  another,  85. 
Ovid,  burlefqued  by  Jjjouci,  £28. 
Outreman,  a  Jefuit,  the  Compiler  of  many  tedious  Tales 

181.  P. 
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Pagans,  the  Impiety  of  their  Prayers,   14. 

Palladio,  an  admirable  Architect,  199. 

Pan,  the  Papifts  have  replaced  him  in  St.  Anthony,  7T. 

Pantaleon,  St.  fome  whimfical  Memoirs  of  his  Votaries, 
72,  iffc. 

Papifts,  the  great  Blow  given  them  \n  England,  87.  Co- 
py m^ny  of  their  Ceremonies  from  the  Pagan  Greeks, 
71.  Have  re-edified  Paganifm  by  fetting  up  Male 
and  Female  Saints,  inftead  of  Gods  and  GoddefTes,  ib. 
Scandalous  Abufe  of  this  Practice,  72.  Perfecuted 
where  their  Religion  is  dominant,  and  tolerated  among 
Proteltants,  86.  Dreadful  in  England,  not  as  a  Se£t, 
but  as  of  tyrannical  Principles,  91.  Ready  to  drop 
all  Difputes  to  profecute  others,  92.  Have  the  Ad- 
vantage over  the  Englijh  in  the  Cafe  of  Pope  Joan, 
16?.,  hfc.  Some  lefs  afraid  of  Damnation  than  of 
being  buried  out  of  holy  Ground,  1^2.  Bad  Judges 
of  the  Writings  of  Proteftants,   179. 

Vapus,  the  filly  Legend  of  him  by  the  Je<ws,  297. 

Paraceljits,  a  famous  Cabalift,  1 .  His  Secret  for  con- 
verfing  with  a.  Salamander,  5.     An  impudent  Liar,  7. 

Paris,   Abbe,  a  Janfenift  Saint,  44. 

Parliament  of  Paris  fcvere  againft  Rebellion,  16,  Watch- 
ful as  to  any  Attempts  from  Rome,  ib. 

Pafcal,  tears  very  hard  on  the  Spani/h  Divines,  3 1 .  Has 
quite  demoliftied  the  Jefuits,  32. 

PaJ'quier,  his  Hiftory  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  248.  Re- 
prefents  her  as  a  Saint,  ib.  but  is  pofitive  lhe  was 
a  Maid,  249.  Her  ufe  in  the  Trench  Armies,  250. 
Her  Conferences  with  Saints,  251.  Fondnefs  for  a 
Pair  of  Breeches,  253.  Prefers  her  Life  to  them,  254. 
Falls  in  love  again  with  Breeches,  2zz.  And  is  burnt, 
ibid. 

Patkull,  cruelly  executed  by  order  of  the  King  of  oV*- 
dent  66. 

Paul,  Sr.  a  Hermit,  converfes  with  a  Satyr,  8.  His 
Lfe  written  by  St.  Jerome,   ib. 

Vault,  Anmuldy  a  Keiduke,  crulh'd  by  a  Waggon,  1 24.. 
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A  raoft  notorious  Vampire,  and  how  he  became  Co9 
125. 

Pentateuch,  is  the  only  Part  of  the  Bible  read  by  the  Sa- 
maritans, 182.  Who  charged  the  Jews  with  corrupt- 
ing it,  ib. 

Parents,  had  two  great  Powers  by  the  Roman  Laws,  34. 
Sometimes  hate  their  Caildren,  ib. 

Peripatetic  Philofophy  decried  by  Des  Cartes,   143. 

Perault  a  iecond-rate  Writer,  228. 

Perjians  cfteemed  Barbarians,  56.  Exceedingly  obedi- 
ent to  their  Prince,  283.  Yet  he  could  not  punifh  any 
Offender  with  Death  for  the  firft  Fault,  ib.  Obliged 
to  ufe  their  Slaves  well,  ib. 

Peteau,  Father,  an  able  and  excellent  Writer,  230. 

Pctits  Maitres,  incorrigible  Fools,  60.  Eiteemed  in 
Errjard  a.  kind  of  Apes,  95.  Pretend  to  much  Con- 
ilancy,  and  have  none  at  all,   202. 

Pefrcnius,  a  fine  PafTage  from  his  Writings,    13. 

Pbzrifees,  fo  called  from  their  feparating,  43.  Their 
Vifions  occafioned  the  Sadducees,  41.  The  Rabbies 
their  Defendants,  43.  Exceffive  proud  and  mere 
Hypocrites,  ib.  Have  invented  Chimeras,  and  father 
them  on  Scripture,  ib.  Janfenijis  like  them  in  their 
SrifTnefs,  ib. 

Phihfophers,  the  new  add  to  the  Errors  of  the  old,  236. 
Deftroy  each  other's  Syftems,  ib. 

Phxfics,  have  been  improved  by  the  Difcoveries  of  the 
"Chemiits,  246. 

Peter  I.  civilized  the  Mufcovites,  $7.  Had  great  Vir- 
tues and  as  great  Vices,  66.  Unnaturally  cruel  to 
his  Son,  ib. 

Plants*  their  Manner  of  Growing  explained  by  the  Che- 
mills,  246. 

Planis  Campi,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher  cited,  239. 

Plato  cenfures  a  Law  of  Lycurgus,  276. 

Pliny  fpeaks  of  Satyrs  in  the  Indies,  9. 

Plutarch,  his  Account  of  a  Satyr  prefented  to  Sylla,  9. 

Poetry,  much  encouraged  and  highly  applauded  in  Eng- 
land, 156. 

Posts,  Tragic,  among  the  En^UJh  excelled  (in  th;s  Au- 
thor's Judgment)  by  the  French,  198.     The  former 
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write  with  Fire  and  Spirit,  but  without  Judgment,  ib. 
The  Englijb  Comic  Poets  underftand  the  Rules  better, 
but  do  not  obferve  Decency,   224. 

Politenefs  is  every  where  the  Effects  of  Education,  56- 

Politics  in  England  appear  even  on  the  Theatre,   205. 

Pompey  made  a  good  Ufe  of  the  Jews  Obfervance  of 
their  Sabbath,  49.  Admired  the  Intrepidity  of  their 
Priefts,  ci .  At  the  Bottom  he  was  no  better  than  an 
illuftrious  Robber,  64. 

Pope,  a  formidable  Rival  to  the  Ancients  and  Modern*, 
153.  His  Rape  of  the  Lock  commended,  154.  A 
Quotation  from  thence  on  Women,  ib.  A  zealous 
Defender  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  228. 

Portuguese,  cenfured  for  perfecting  the  Indians,  28. 
The  Heat  and  Fury  of  their  Mifiionaries,  29.  Their 
Ecclefiaftics  mortified  at  Lisbon,  217.  Look  on  their 
Patriarch  as  a  Divinity,  ib.  Slaves  to  Priefts  and 
Monk?,  218. 

Ponder  of  Projection  rarely  found  by  the  Chemifts,   244. 

P radon,  a  miserable  Author,  227,  237. 

Predcfiinction  a  Cahinijlical  Dcclrine  held  by  the  Ef- 
fenes,  44. 

Presbyterians,  in  England,  hate  the  Church  heartily, 
104,  134.  Whimfical  Infhnce  of  their  Zeal,  135. 
Their  moody  melancholy  Air,  138.  Compared  to 
the  Janfenifts,  ib.  Their  Ceremonies  lefs  fuperftitious 
than  thofe  of  the  Church,  165. 

Priefts,  fatal  Counfellors  to  Prince?,  220. 

Prideaux,  cited  as  to  the  Fortitude  of  the  old  Jewijb 
Priefts,   51. 

Probity,  efteem'd  even  amongft  thofe  who  held  an  im- 
pious Religion,   275. 

Prodigies,  that  of  the  Vampires  accounted  for,   1  22,  tsV, 

Prctefiants,  tolerate  Papifts,  tho'  every  where  perfected 
by  them,  86.  Do  not  allow  any  great  Authority  to 
their  Clergy,  ib.  Bad  Judges  of  the  Writings  of  the 
Papifts,    180. 

Pucelle,  i.  e.  Maid  of  Orleans,  fee  Pa/quier^s  Account 
of  her. 

Puffendorf,  his  excellent  Treatife  of  the  Law  of  Nature 
R  2  and 
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and  Nations,  286.    Prohibited  by  the  Intrigues  of  the 
Jefuits,  ib. 
Punijhments,  mild  among  the  ancient  Perfians,  283. 

CL 

Quakers,  have  no  Sacraments,    10.    Yet  are  not  hat:d 

by  other  Setts,  ib. 
Quint  ejfence,  the  fifth  Element  of  the  Chemifts,  242. 

R. 

Rabbins,  their  ftrange  Notions  as  to  Satyrs,  7.  Write 
nothing  folid  or  instructive,  13.  Some  of  their  Writ- 
ings prohibited  under  fevere  Penalties,  175.  Have 
injured  the  Jewi/b  Religion  exceedingly  by  their  Im- 
pertinences, 1 80.  Strain  and  torture  Scripture  exceed- 
ingly, 186.  Inftance  thereof,  ib.  Pretend  to  juftify 
all  their  Notions  by  Revelation,   187. 

Rabbinijis,  fee  Pharifees. 

Racine,  much  fuperior  to  dddifon,  198.  Was  really  in 
love  with  Cbanmele  the  Actrefs,  202.  Would  not  have 
fucceeded  in  England,  203.  His  Heroes  wonderfully 
well  drawn,  204.  A  great  Admirer  of  Sophocles  and 
Euripides,  228.  His  Works  attack'd  by  the  low  Cri- 
tics, ib. 

Rapin,    the  Jefuit,  feverely  cenfured,  Pref. 

Ra/is,  an  Hermetic  Philosopher,  240. 

Rajon,  an  Hermetic  Philofopher,  240. 

Rebellion,  condemned  by  all  Laws  human  and  divine, 
16. 

Reformed,  fee  Presbyterians. 

Religion,  how  much  that  of  the  Sovereign  influences  his 
Subjects,  45.  There  is  none  but  what  is  divided  into 
Sects,  40.  It  is  unworthy  of  a  Man  of  Honour  to 
change  from  temporal  Motives,  52.  Religious  Dif- 
putes  ought  not  to  difturb  the  State,  90. 

Religions,  adopt  Puerilities  from  each  other,  and  perpe- 
tuate Superftition,  71.  Seldom  create  Difturbances 
where  they  are  mutually  tolerated,  91.  Differences 
of  this  fort  create  flrong  Antipathies,  98.     Juvenal 

1  cited 
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cited   on   Perfection,     104.      All    fuppofe   particular 

Revelations,  235.     The  mod  impious  and   immoral 

have  not  eradicated  the  Love  of  Decency,  275. 
Republic  of  Letters,  little  Sincerity  ftirring  therein,   231 . 
Refurreelion,  denied  by  the  Sadducees,  42.     And  by  the 

EJfenes,  43. 
Revelations,  Remarks  on  them,  235. 
Riccius,  the  Jefuit,  a  very  worthy  Man,   29. 
Richard,  an  Englijb  Hermit,  and  an  Adept  in  Chemiltry, 

240. 
Richard,    a  Child  fo  called,    crucified   by  the  Jews  at 

Paris,    1  r. 
Richlieu,  Cardinal,  the  Hiltory  of  Lewis  XIII.  a  Pane- 
gyric on  him,  222.     Jealous  of  his  Character  as  an 

Author,   Pre/. 
Rigord.  Hiiioriographer  to  Philip  Augujlus,  vouches  the 

Jews  crucifying  a  Child,    11. 
Rigour,    the   furelt  Way  of  keeping  Subjects  to  their 

Duty,  69. 
Rochejler,  Earl   of,  a  Wit,   155.     Lived  like   Petronius, 

died  like  la  Fontaine,   ib. 
Rodriguez,    an   indifferent  Spanijb   Author,   indifferently 

tranflated,  Pre/. 
Romans,  had   too  great  Power  over  their  Children,  34. 

Were  perfectly  polite,  55. 
Rcfcommon,  Earl  of,  an  excellent  Poet,  156. 

S. 

Sabbath,  the  Superftition  of  the  Jews  in  keeping  it  ex- 
iremelv  fatal,  48.  The  Nazareens  far  from  being  fo 
Ariel,  '50. 

Sacheverel,  Dr.  occafions  a  great  change  in  England,, 
221. 

Sacrifices,  barbarous  ones,  ofFer'd  by  the  Jews,   12. 

Sadducees,  were  at  firft  no  more  than  Caraites,  41.  By 
oppofing  the  Pharijees  in  all  Things  they  became  in- 
credulous and  profane,  ib.  Deny  the  Refurreelion, 
Spirits,  and  the  Life  after  this,  ib.  The  modern  Dc- 
ifls  are  of  this  Sect,  ib. 

R  3  Saint 
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Saint  Juflina,  hath  an  elegant  Church  in  Venice,  199. 

Saints,  have  fucceeded  in  the  room  of  heathen  Deities,  7 1 . 

Salamanders,  an  Account  of  them,  2. 

Salluji,  an  excellent  Roman  Hiftorian,   152. 

Salomon  Ben  Virga,  a  learned  Jew,  176.  His  Hiftory 
of  the  Jews  excellent,  ib. 

Samaritans,  that  Sect  of  the  Jews  who  have  digrefTed 
leaf*  from  Scriptures,  1 82.  Account  of  them  and 
their  Opinions,  ibid.  Charge  the  Jews  with  corrupt- 
ing Scripture?,  ibid.  Receive  only  the  Pentateuch, 
183.     Cenfur'd  on  that  Head,  ib. 

Satyrs,  various  Opinions  concerning  them,  with  Re- 
marks, 7,  C5V. 

Scandalum  Magnatum,  an  EngUJh  Crime,  fo  called,  r  20. 

Scarron,  burlefqued  Virgil,  and  made  himfelf  ridiculous, 
227.      A   forry  Author,  Pre/. 

Sceptics,  the  French  more  entertaining  than  the  EngHJh, 
151. 

Schall,  the  Jefuit,  a  very  worthy  Man,  29,  30. 

Sciences,  cultivated  with  great  Care  in  England,   1 1 8. 

Scholaftics,  their  Ruin  foreieen  by  Bacon,   151. 

Sebaftian,  King  of  Portugal,  ruin'd  by  following  the 
Councils  of  the  Jefuits,   220. 

Seels,  a  general  Hiftory  of  them,  40.  Thofe  of  the 
Chriltians  only  Jewijb  with  new  Names,  41.  The 
old  ones  worn  out,  45. 

Seleucus  Cybiofaftes  took  Alexanders  Gold  Shrine,  and 
gave  him  a  Glafs  one,  76. 

Seneca,  cited  as  to  the  Juftice  of  a  Roman  Law,  173, 
272.     Did  great  Service  to  Nero,  222. 

Sermon  of  a  French  Presbyterian  Parfon,  44. 

Shake/pear,  much  inferior  to  Comeille,  198.  Has  fome 
very  fine  PafTages,  200.  His  Irregularities  more  plea- 
fing  than  the  Writing  according  to  the  Rules,  ib.  In- 
troduces a  Converfation  between  Julius  Cafar  and  the 
Roman  Coblers,   203. 

Sirmond,  the  Jefuit,  an  excellent  Author,   230. 

Socinians,  accufed  of  Want  of  Candour,  in  {tiling  their 
Adverfaries  Tritheifts,  24. 

Socrates,  accufed  of  Pyrrbonifm,  39.  Suppofed  to  have 
bssnan  Adept,  239. 

Sophocles, 
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Sophocles,   highly   commended  by  Corneilk  and  Racine 
226. 

Sovereigns,  their  Religion  becomes  commonly  the  Reli- 
gion of  their  Subjects,  46.  Difpofed  to  change  it 
when  Intereft  requires  it,  106.  Have  all  their  Imper- 
fections, 63.  The  belt  fometimes  worft  treated,  69. 
Adored  in  their  Life-time,  and  when  dead  not  fuffered 
to  reft  in  their  Graves,  J$.  Malberbeh  fine  Thought 
on  that  Subject,  76.  Providence  puniihes  fuch  as  af- 
faffmate  them,  78.  In  Chriftendom  this  Crime  molt- 
\y  committed  by  Monks,  79.  Rebellion  never  law- 
ful or  eligible,  113,  &c.  Want  Advice  moll,  yet 
dangerous  to  advife  them,  117.  Undone  when  di- 
rected by  their  Priefts,  220.  Glorious  and  happy  in 
their  right  of  chufing  good  Minifters,   222. 

Speclacles,  bloody  and  brutal,  pleafe  the  Englijb,  103. 

Speclator,  cited  againft  Philofophy,  24.  As  to  conjugal 
Affection,  36.     And  on  Views  in  Marriage,  37. 

Speculations,  Cicero  quoted  againft  the  Abufe  of  them, 
82. 

Statue  of  Henry  IV.  of  France,  almoft  adored  by  the 
Author,  69,  70. 

Stilling  fleet  criticifed  Locke,  229.  His  Anfwers  report- 
ed,   267I 

Subjetls,  it  is  never  lawful  or  their  Intereft  to  rebel,  135, 
&c.  Ought  to  have  accefs  to  their  Prince  with  their 
Complaints,  208.  Suffer  for  their  Rulers  Faults, 
222. 

Suije,  plain  downright  People,  55. 

Superjiition,  runs  from  one  Religion  to  another,  71. 
The  Chriflians  laugh  at  it,  but  are  its  Slaves  for  all 
that,   74.    An  odd  Inilance  of  this,    171.   A  llranger 

ftill,    I72. 

Syjlems,  have  all  their  Difficulties,  17.  Such  as  admit- 
not  a  Deity  ought  to  be  rejected,   18. 

T. 

Tablets,  hung  up  by  the  Egyptians  in  their  Temples,  71. 
Originals  of  thefe  ex  voto,  hung  by  the  Papifts  in 
4heir  Churches,  ib. 

Tacitus, 
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Tacitus,  his  fhrew'd  Obfervation  on  Aftrologers,  79. 
Tagetus,  a  Mountain  near  Sparta,   275. 
Talmud,    the    wifer   Jews  give  no  heed  to  its  Imperti- 
nences,   179.      Initances  of  thefe  Impertinences,   ib. 
Not  all  compofed  by  Akiba,   180. 
Tarantula,  Dancing  expels  its  Venom,  84. 
TaJJb,  inferior  to  Milton,    155. 
Tellier,   (Maurice  le)    Archbifhop   of  Rbcims,  contemns 

James  II.    87,   88. 
TerraJTon,  an  Enemy  to  the  Ancients,  228. 
Tertulliant  lock'd  upon  Satyrs  as  fallen  Angels,  7.    Re- 
verfed  all  Degrees,  and  damn'd  Men  for  being  Ma- 
giftrates,   279. 
Theatre,  French,   a  juft  Picture  of  that  Nation,   201. 
Theatre,  at  London,  Tragedies  pitiful,   199.    A  juft  Pic- 
ture of  the  Nation,  204.      Mix'd  with  Politics,  205. 
Comedies  too  loofe  and  dangerous,  224. 
Theodojlus,  the  Emperor,  too  rudely  treated  by  St.  Jm- 

brofe,  282. 
Thou,  Monfieur^,  an  excellent  Hiftorian,   152. 
Therapeuta,    a  Jenvijh  Seel,  Account  of  them,    43,  44. 

Compared  to  the  Myjiics,  ib. 
There/a,  St.  a  Vifionary,  Pre/. 
Titles,  thofe  given  to  Princes  rarely  deferved,   223. 
Toleration,  very  extenfive  in  Holla?:d,  90.     And  in  Eng- 
land likewife,    91.      Produces  good  EfFecls  in  both 
Countries,  ib. 
Tombs,  thofe  of  the  Egyptians  described,    71.     Pyramids 
erecled  for  Kings,  74.      Fine  Verfes  of  Malberbe  en 
Royal  Sepulchres,  ib. 
Tories,  their  Hiftories  always  Satires  againft  the  Whigs , 

152. 
Touloufe,  wonderful  Property  of  a  Vault  there,   130. 
Tragedies,  their  Fate  decided  by  the  Women  at  London 

and  Paris,   204. 
Tragedy,    Englijb,   fee  Theatre  at  London. 
Tragedy,   Trench,  carried   to  Perfeclion,    198,      Superior 
to  the   Englijh,  ib.      Sometimes  wanting  in  Aclion, 
and  no  better  than  five  Acls  of  Converfation,  201, 
Trente,  the  Jews  accufed  of  facriiking  a  Child  there, 

11. 
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1 1 .     The  Council  there  declared  Marriage  valid,  tho* 

without  Confent  of  Parties,  32. 
Trevoux,  Journal  de,  exceflively  partial  and  defervedly 

defpifed,   229. 
Turb,  a  Collection  of  Rabbinical  Dreams,     239.      The 

Talmud  and  Alchoran  of  the  Cabalifts,  ib. 
Turh,  rude  and  brutal,  56. 
Turenne,    Lewis  XIV.    obliged   to  him   for  his  Glory, 

222. 

U. 

VlyJJes,  no  better  than  a  cunning  Sophifter,  63. 
Uni<verjities9  Enemies  to  Rebellion,   16. 

V. 

Vampires^  fome  extraordinary  Stories  of  them,  123. 
Examined  and  fhewn  to  be  Delufions,   1 27. 

Vanburgb,  a  good  Writer  of  Engli/b  Comedy,  224. 

Vapours,  Mufic  a  good  Remedy  for  them,  84. 

Vanity  attends  the  Nazareens  to  the  Tomb,   159, 

Vega,  Lopez  de,  commended,  Pre/. 

Vendome,  Duke  de,  how  he  punifhed  Banditti,   lyil 

Venetians,  affable  and  polite,   56. 

Verbeijl,  Jefuit  and  Man  of  Merit,   29,  30. 

Verjailles,  no  Monks  permitted  to  come  thither,  79. 

Virtue,  every  where  lovely,  60. 

Vinager,  full  of  imperceptible  Worms,   2. 

Vinci,  his  Opera  of  Artaxerxes  commended,  80. 

Virgil,  cited  on  the  eafy  Defcent  to  Hell,  37.  His  He- 
roes in  the  Elyjian  Shades  majeftic,  157.  Burlefqu*d 
by  Scarron,   228. 

Voiture,  inferior  to  Catullus  and  to  Waller,   153. 

Voltaire,  cited  as  to  the  Englifb  Tafte,  1 19,  120.  His 
Zaire  tranflated  and  fpoiled,  199.  His  Judgment  on 
Engiijh  Poetry,  220.  Has  felt  the  Lafh  of  the  fmall 
Critics,    228. 

Vows,  whimhcal  Account  of  them,  71,  cifr. 

W. 

Waller,  inferior  to  Catullus,  and  to  la  Fontaine  ;  but 
fupernr  to  Voiture  and  Guarini,  153. 

Walpolet 
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Walpoh^  Sir  Robert,  a  ju  ft  Character,   215. 

Wycherley,  an  Englijh  Poet  criticized,   264.,  &c. 

ffhiggs,  partial  when  they  write  of  Tories,   152. 

Whiiaker,  blames  Luther  for  want  of  Refpeft  to  St. 
James,   185. 

Wicqueforty  his  Account  of  Mufco'vite  Civility,  57. 

William  111.  his  Glory  obfcured  by  his  Treatment  of 
his  Father-in-law,  65.  Well  ferved  by  French  Refu- 
gees, 86,  &c.  Owed  his  Crown  to  the  Perfecution 
of  Protectants,  87.  A  warm  vigilant  Prince,  106. 
Rais'd  to  the  Throne  by  the  People,  and  confpired 
again!*  when  fet  thereon,  ib. 


Zoeotord,  People  of  that  Ifland  would  not  hear  of  a  JV- 

tugueze  Miffion,  28. 
Zcilus,  his  numerous  Pofterity  in  all  Countries,  *28* 
Zurita,  a  good  Spani/h  Hiitorian,  Prefi 


FINIS. 


BOOKS  lately  printed  for %  and  fold  by  Johm 
Shuckburgh,  at  the  Sun  near  the  Inner- 
Temple-Gate,  Fleetftreet. 

i  ^HE  Works  of  John   Locke,   Efq;  corre&ly 
X     and  beautifully  printed  in  3  vols.  fol.  Price  3  /. 

2  A  general  Dictionary,  hiftorical  and  critical :  In  which 
a  new  and  accurate  Translation  of  that  of  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  Bayle,  with  the  Corrections  and  Obfer- 
vations  printed  in  the  late  Edition  ntParis,  is  included  ; 
and  interfpers'd  with  feveral  thoufand  Lives,  never  be- 
fore published,  By  the  Rev'd  Mr.  John  Peter  Barnard, 
The  Rev'd  Mr.  Tbomta  Birch,  Mr.  John  Lockman, 
and  other  Hands  ;  and  the  Articles  relating  to  Orien- 
tal Hiftory,  by  George  Sale,  Gent.  Ln  ten  Volumes 
in  Folio. 

3  Travels  into  Mufcovj,  Perfia,  and  Part  of  the  Eaft- 
Indics  ;  containing  an  accurate  Defcription  of  what- 
ever is  molt  remarkable  in  thole  Countries,  and  em- 
bellifhed  with  above  3  20  Copper-Plates,  reprefenting 
the  fined  Profpects,  and  moft  confiderable  Cities  in 
thofe  Parts  ;  the  different  Habits  of  the  People  ;  the 
fingular  and  extraordinary  Birds,  Fillies  and  Plants, 
which  are  there  to  be  found.  The  whole  being  de- 
lineated on  the  Spot,  from  the  refpeclive  Objects. 
In  two  Volumes  Folio.  By  M.  Come/Jus  Ie  Bfuyn, 
Tranflated  from  the  Original  French. 

4  TheWonns  of  Sir  William  Temple,    Bart,  cor- 

\y  and  beautifully  printed  in  two  Volumes  in 
Folio  :  To  which  is  prefrVd,  The  Life  and  Character 
of  Sir  William  Temple,  written  by  a  particular 
Fnend.    In  two  Voumes  Folio. 
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B  O  O  K  S  jufl  Publijhtd,  printed  for  J.  Hodges, 

at  the  Looking- Glafs  on  London-Bridge. 

Neatly  printed,  on  a  new  Letter,  and  Superfine  Paper,  in  Four  Volume* 
izmo.  Price  bound  in  Calfizs.  the  Third  Edition  carefully  revifed 
and  cor  reeled,  with  large  Additions,  imbellijhed  with  great  Variety  of 
Copper-Plates,  reprefenting  the  principal  Subjecls  treated  of,  ivitb  a 
Table  of  Contents,  and  a  Complete  and  Copious  Index  to  each  Volume. 

NAture  Delineated  :  Being  Philofophical  Conventions  j  wherein 
the  wonderful  Works  of  Providence,  in  the  Animal,  Vegetable, 
and  Mineral  Creation  are  laid  open  j  the  Solar  and  Planetary  Syftem, 
and  whatever  is  curious  in  the  Mathematicks,  explained.  The  Whole 
being  a  Compleat  Courfe  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philofophy  j 
calculated  for  the  Inftruttion  of  Youth  j  in  order  to  prepare  them  for 
an  early  Knowledge  of  Natural  Hiftory,  and  create  in  their  Minds  an 
exalted  Idea  of  the  Wifdom  of  the  Great  Creator.  Written  by 
Way  of  Dialogue,  to  render  the  Conception  more  familiar  and  eafy. 
Translated  from  the  Original  French,  by  John  Kelly,  of  the  Inner- 
Temple,  Efqj  D.  Bellamy  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford  j  and 
J.  Sparrow,  Surgeon  and  Mathematician. 

II.  The  Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  LEWI  S  XIV,  King  of 
France  and  Navarre.  Containing  an  exatt  and  comprehenfive  Relation 
of  all  the  Battles,  Sieges,  Infurre£lions,  Negotiations,  Intrigues,  and 
fecret  Defigns :  Literary  and  other  Foundations,  Inventions,  and  Im- 
provements j  Contefls  and  Proceedings,  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  j  with 
whatever  elfe  is  memorable  in  that  long  and  acYrve  Reign.  With  Cha- 
racters of  the  principal  Perfons  concerned  in  them,  and  Reflections  on 
the  moft  remarkable  Events. 

III.  The  Hiftory  of  Francis-Eugene,  Prince  of  Savoy  ;  and  John, 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  Prince  of  Mindelheim,  containing,  Vol.  I.  The 
Life  of  Francis  Eugene,  Prince  of  Savoy,  &c.  Vol.  II.  The  Life  of 
John  Duke  of  Marlborough,,  Prince  of  Mindleheim,  &c.  Including  a 
more  exact,  impartial,  and  methodical  Narrative  of  the  late  War  upon 
the  Danube,  the  Rhine,  and  in  the  Netherlands,  than  has  ever  yet 
appeared. 

IV.  A  new  Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  the  Czar  Peter  the 
Great,  Emperor  of  all  Ruflia,  and  Father  of  his  Country.  Containing 
his  Wars  with  the  Swedes,  Turks,  Tartars,  and  Perfians  j  his  Tra- 
vels, Studies,  and  Perfonal  Fatigues,  With  a  diftinct  Account  of  what- 
ever is  remarkable  throughout  his  Reign  j  and  a  correct  Geographical 
Defcription  of  that  extenfive  Empire.     Price  3  s. 

V.  A  Critical  Review  of  the  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  Containing 
his  Defcent,  Alliances,  and  firft  Advances  to  Popularity ;  his  Military 
Exploits,  Management  of  the  Parliament,  the  Army,  &c  till  he  af- 
fumed  the^  Sovereignty ;  his  Civil  Government,  Behaviour  towards 
Foreign  Princes  and  States.  With  a  Summary  of  hh  Chara&er,  By  a 
Gentleman  of  the  Middle-Temple, 
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